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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Saturday, December 14, 2019

Present:
Shari	Gale,	President	&	Newsletter	Editor
Dale	Justice,	Secretary-Treasurer
Pasha	Luber,	Activities	Director
and	13	additional	members.

Absent:
Matt	Webster,	Vice	President

1.	Meeting was called to order	at	2:15	p.	m.	by	Shari	at	
Edie	Stoaks’	residence	during	the	annual	Christmas	Party.	
A	potluck	dinner	was	enjoyed	by	all.

2.	Moved	by	Pasha,	seconded	by	Tim	Gale	to	approve the 
minutes of the November 16, 2019 meeting	as	printed	in	
the	December,	2019	Aerostats	newsletter.	Motion	passed.

3.	Treasurer’s report	—	from	Dale,	as	of	December	13,		
	 2019.
	 2019	Members		 68	(43	dues	paid)
	 2020	Members		 13	(7	dues	paid)
	 Checking		 $	972.61
		 Savings		 105.00
	 Dues	to	be	deposited		 60.00
	 Cash		 7.00
	 Total		 $	1144.61

4.	Election of officers for 2020	—	Nominees	are	Shari	
Gale	as	President,	Marianne	LeDoux	for	Vice	President,	
and	Dale	Justice	for	Secretary-Treasurer.	Fifteen	absentee	
ballots	were	tallied	along	with	those	present.	The	slate	
was	elected	unanimously.

5.	News	—	Jerry	Gobet	met	his	bone	marrow	donor	in	
Germany.	It	was	a	very	special	meeting.

6.		Regulatory	—	no	news.

7.		Events	—	
	 A	report	was	given	on	the	2020	Boise	rally	by	Tim	
Gale.
	 Tim	Gale	reported	on	the	progress	of	the	2020	Safety	
Seminar,	to	be	held	on	March	14.	He	has	scheduled	Fred	
Dinkler	and	Brann	Smith	as	additional	speakers.
	 The	next	event	in	our	area	is	the	Winthrop,	WA	
Balloon	Stampede	March	6-8,	2020.

8.	Old business	—
	 1.	The	Aeronaut	of	the	Year	and	Crew	Person	of	the	
Year	nominations	and	awards	will	be	held	in	the	first	
quarter	of	2020.	There	will	be	more	discussion	of	the	
process	for	nominations	at	the	January	meeting.
	 2.	Shari	is	working	with	the	new	Web	Master.
	 3.	Laura	moved	that	WAS	pay	admission	for	the	first	
10	crew	to	sign	up	for	the	Safety	Seminar.	Second	by	
Norma	Ashley.	Following	discussion,	moved	to	table	
until	the	January	meeting	by	Jim	Bentley,	second	by	Dale.	
Motion	to	table	passed.

9.	New business	—
	 1.	Edie	will	not	be	hosting	the	Christmas	party	next	
year.
	 2.	The	January	meeting	will	be	on January 11, 2020 
at 1 p. m. at Lynx FBO,	Aurora,	OR	airport.		Marianne	
will	lead	a	discussion	on	good	hot	air	balloon	practices.
	 3.	The	February	meeting	will	be	on	February 22, 
2020.	There	will	not	be	a	business	meeting	in	March	due	
to	other	activities.

10.		Shari	adjourned	the	meeting	at	3:00	p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, Secretary

/signed/dtj/12-19-2019

Enter the following dates on your calendar:
WAS General meeting Saturday, January 11, 2020 at 1PM at Lynx FBO, Aurora Airport

WAS General meeting Saturday, February 22, 2020 at 1pm at Lynx FBO, Aurora Airport
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

January 11, 2020
WAS Meeting
1:00 PM 
Location:	Lynx	FBO,	Aurora	Airport,	
14357	Keil	Rd	NE,	Aurora,	Oregon

January 9 - 12, 2020
Havasu Balloon Festival
Lake Havasu City, AZ
https://havasuballoonfest.com

February 22, 2020
WAS Meeting
1:00 PM 
Location:	Lynx	FBO,	Aurora	Airport,	
14357	Keil	Rd	NE,	Aurora,	Oregon
	
March 6-8, 2020
Winthrop Balloon Stampede
Winthrop,	WA
For	more	information:
http://winthropwashington.com/
event/winthrop-balloon-festival

March 14, 2020
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Greater	Jefferson	Community	Center
Jefferson,	Oregon
Contact:	Tim	Gale
HABSafety@icloud.com 
August 28-30, 2020
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

Stay tuned. A lot more events will be 
happening in 2020. 

I recently received an email 
from Bill Smith who is the Balloon 
Federation of America (BFA) Long 
Jump Chairman. He is encouraging 
local balloon clubs to organize 
a Long Jump flight. It seems the 
season began December 1, 2019. 

I did tell him that in the soggy 
Pacific Northwest we are lucky to 
get any kind of flight in between 
now and spring. We are just happy to 
be current when it comes time to fly 
in Winthrop in March or fly over the 
tulip fields in April. 

Anyway, the BFA is sponsoring 
a Long Jump Challenge as a way to 
encourage pilots to improve their 
personal best flight distance while 
promoting safe flight planning and 
execution. From the years 2000 to 
2019, 86 pilots logged results. In the 
last decade less than 30 long jump 
flights were officially recorded. The 
distances achieved ranged from 
seven to 750 miles. 

Now, if you want to participate 
you will need to organize the flight 
on your own, since WAS does not 
organize or endorse any balloon 
flight activities. When you set up 
your flight the BFA suggests it is 
a Saturday or a Sunday with skies 
clear below 10,000 feet, comfortable 
surface winds, and winds aloft over 
25 knots to have a great flight. With 
colder temperatures they hope you 
will be able to log a flight that will 
cover 50 miles or more.

An accompanying article written 
by Bill Cloninger or Ohio follows. 
The article is designed to give Long 
Jump pilots things to consider during 
the planning stage.

“This year, I will be writing 
an article for the May issue 
of Ballooning telling about all of 
the long jump activities of the 2019-
2020 season. I would like to include 
your... flight(s) in my report, so take 
a few notes and pictures and send 

them to me before April 1. Also, all 
participants will receive a certificate 
from BFA.

“A long-distance flight can be a 
real morale-boosting activity…, as 
well as an educational experience 
for individuals. Please join in on the 
fun with us this year….” 
 
Bill Smith
BFA Long Jump Chairman
aeroforce1@bellsouth.net
(502) 338-6397

FYI:	Bill	Smith	sent	along	the	
information	that	Bill	Arras	of	Bend,	
Oregon,	completed	a	long	jump	on	
February	28,	1999	in	his	AX-5,	54K,	
homebuilt	balloon.	He	flew	for	five	
hours	and	17	minutes.

The BFA Wants You To Take A Long Jump
by Shari Gale, WAS President

� �

https://havasuballoonfest.com
mailto:HABSafety@comcast.net
mailto:aeroforce1@bellsouth.net
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Introduction

This briefing paper is being 
written for pilots planning to fly 
their first Long Jump who couldn’t 
attend our operational briefing in 
December.  It is just a collection of 
my thoughts on flying a Long Jump.  
Hopefully, I’ve organized them 
in something of a logical manner 
and don’t jump around too much. 
This paper is not intended to be an 
all-inclusive reference but rather 
an attempt at sharing some of my 
experience of flying long distance 
balloon flights.

First off – Congratulations 
for considering a flight that is a 
bit different.  If you get the right 
weather, you will fly higher, faster, 
further, and longer than you have 
ever flown before.  You will see that 
balloons can actually fly somewhere, 
instead of just floating around the 
neighborhood.  What a fun flight it 
is! 

But make no mistake, a Long 
Jump is not like a Sunday evening 
flight from a local park. Your 
preparation, and your crew’s, is 
critical to your flight’s success.

Long Jump Preparation — Getting 
Ready

Now that you have decided to 
do a Long Jump flight, you need 
to get ready.  Not only to get your 
equipment ready but to get yourself 
ready to pilot this flight.  I will 
discuss equipment preparations 
in another briefing paper.  Many 
new Long Jump pilots will partner 
up with an experienced pilot on 
their first attempt.  This is a good 
practice, and I encourage all of 
our Long Jump veterans to take a 
“newbie” up with them.  If you are 
not experienced at flying in cold 

weather, you should plan on doing 
a few practice flights to get yourself 
and your crew used to winter 
conditions.

What is it like to fly a Long 
Jump? Cold and busy.  A four 
hour Long Jump flight will pass so 
quickly that on landing it will seem 
as if you just launched. First, let’s 
consider the cold.

The Cold

Many pilots are more concerned 
about the cold than any other single 
aspect of flying a Long Jump.  How 
to prepare for the cold?  Hopefully 
you will get a bright sunny sub-zero 
day.  The colder it is the longer your 
fuel will last and the further you will 
fly.  You want arctic cold.  Wanting 
is great, but once you get it how do 
you deal with the bitter cold?  

I dress in layers, many layers.  
The list below depicts what I wear:
1. Silk long underwear
2. Expedition weight long johns
3. Wool ski sox
4. Light weight turtle neck sweater
5. Fleece vest
6. Fleece runners jacket
7. Camera vest (simply for the front  
 pockets – I store cold sensitive  
 batteries etc in the vest pockets to  
 keep them warm)
8. Dogsled Musher’s one piece  
 snowsuit. (Its like a snowmobile  
 suit)
9. Snowboots – Sorel – sheep skin  
 lined
10. Light weight leather gloves.  
 I tried my heavy ski gloves but  
 wanted more finger tip dexterity,  
 so I gave up some warmth.
11. Polar fleece hat (the snowsuit has  
 a hood also – if it gets really cold  
 I just flip the hood up and I warm  

 right up.) 

All of the under layers are 
relatively thin and don’t restrict 
movement.  The object is to keep 
body heat in while still being able to 
move around easily.  I don’t put the 
snowsuit on until I’m ready to go 
outside and stay outside.  That way 
I avoid sweating which will later 
cause me to get cold. 

In my flight preparation, I pre-
pack my flight clothes in a large 
duffel bag so it is ready to go and 
I’m not packing it at the last minute.  
I also pack a small bag with jeans 
and hiking shoes to change into as 
soon as possible after the flight.  I’ve 
found riding in a car in my flight 
clothes very uncomfortable.   

I suggest that you test your 
flight clothes.  Some evening, when 
it’s cold, get dressed in your flight 
clothes.  Go outside and sit in a 
chair for an hour or two. Try not to 
move about much.  On the flight you 
will be relatively stationary so be 
stationary when testing your clothes. 
Notice where you get cold, if at 
all. If you find a cold spot, you will 
know what you need to address.

A few other things regarding cold 
temperature  

Everyone moves slower in the 
cold.  If it takes you 20 minutes or 
so during the summer to get your 
balloon off the truck and inflated, 
figure on it taking an hour at zero 
degrees.  

Pay attention to what your crew 
wears.  They will also need to layer 
their clothes.  Ski masks are good 
to protect your crew’s faces when 
standing in front of an inflator fan at 
zero degrees.

The cold saps battery life.  That 
is why I carry my extra batteries, 
GPS and radios inside my snowsuit, 
close to my body to keep them 
warm.

Your fan will not want to start.  I 
always take along some spray starter 
fluid and warm up the fan prior to 

Flying a Long Jump
A few thoughts on flying a Long Jump by Bill Cloninger

Continued on page 6
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needing it for inflation.
Remember to supplement your 

fuel system pressure by either 
heating your tanks overnight with 
heat tapes or pressurizing with 
nitrogen.  Be sure to also pressurize 
your inflation tank if you plan to use 
one.

Prior to your flight make sure 
all of your radio batteries are 
recharged.  As a matter of routine, I 
also replace the batteries in my GPS 
and my balloon flight instruments 
on the night before the flight.  I 
use Eveready lithium batteries as 
they perform much better in cold 
temperatures.

With a little bit of thought and 
preparation, you should be able 
to stay warm and even enjoy sub-
zero temperatures that make long 
distance balloon flights possible.

Finding a Launch Site

In the winter finding a launch 
site can be a problem.  Most of your 
favorite sites may not be accessible 
with a foot of snow on the ground.  
I prefer to launch a Long Jump 
flight from an airport.  The aprons 
are usually plowed free of snow, 
and with luck, you can get the fixed 
based operator to open up a little 
early and you’ll have access to 
someplace warm with a bathroom.  
On one Long Jump, the fixed based 
operator also offered us some 
coffee and donuts. The downside 
of airports is that there usually is 
no wind shelter.  If launching from 
a new area, I try to get local pilots 
to come out and help me.  They are 
indispensable in finding and getting 
permission to use a launch site in the 
early morning.

Flying the flight

Think of a Long Jump, like 

an airplane flight, as having three 
distinct phases:  Launch and climb-
out, cruise, and descent and landing.

The launch and climb-out phase 
takes you from the ground to cruise 
altitude.  Once I’ve cleared the 
launch field, I start to ascend at 600 
fpm or so.  It will take 20 minutes to 
get up to cruise altitude.  During this 
climb, I get the basket squared away.  
I mount my map board, if not done 
while on the ground, and deploy 
some radio antennas, which I hang 
below the basket.  

Early in the climb up, I turn on 
my aircraft radio and transponder, if 
I’m carrying one. I want to test my 
equipment while I am close to the 
ground in case something is wrong.  
Usually if you are going to have a 
flight ending problem, it will present 
itself on the climb up.  Accordingly, 
always make sure you have plenty 
of landing areas immediately 
downwind of your launch site.  You 
don’t want to launch and have to fly 
across town before landing if you 
have a flight ending problem.

Cruise

During this phase you want to 
pick a cruise altitude and fly level at 
that altitude.  All flights above 3,000 
ft. AGL, must be flown at VFR 
cruising altitude.  If flying eastward 
VFR cruising altitude is odd 
thousands plus five hundred.  The 
most common Long Jump cruising 
altitudes are 9,500 ft., 11,500 ft. 
or 13,500 (at which supplemental 
oxygen is required if there for 30 
minutes or longer).  These are also 
the altitudes of jets in transition to 
cruising altitudes above 20,000 ft.

It is important to fly as level as 
possible at altitude.  In level flight 
you achieve greater fuel economy 
and stay away from aircraft flight at 
the IFR cruising altitudes just 500 ft 
above or below you.  It is important  
during a Long Jump to  adjust your 
altimeter to the current altimeter 
setting as you do not have a lot of 
margin before you could drift into 

the IFR cruising altitudes above or 
below.

If you plan on flying above 
12,500 ft. MSL for any period of 
time greater than 30 minutes, or 
anytime over 14,500 ft. you must 
carry supplemental aviation oxygen.  
Hypoxia is a serious situation.  
Overstaying your time at altitudes 
requiring supplemental oxygen 
could have undesired outcomes.

Tank Hose Change-overs

Many sport balloons are not 
configured with 40 gallons of fuel 
on board.  Supplemental fuel tanks 
are usually added to increase the 
on board capacity to 40 gallons.  I 
usually fly with two 15 gallon tanks 
and two 10 gallon tanks, one of the 
10s is used as a reserve tank.  I have 
the fuel hoses manifolded together 
so that I do not need to perform a 
hose change over.  However, most 
pilots will not have the hoses to 
manifold their tanks together so they 
will need to perform a tank hose 
change over during their flight.  This 
is how to do it.

Let’s assume we have two 
15-gallon tanks and a 10-gallon 
tank as our flight fuel with a double 
burner, a common configuration.  At 
the beginning of the flight I would 
fly off of the 10-gallon tank first, 
taking it to empty.  Then while 
flying on one 15-gallon tank, I 
would change the hose over from 
the 10-gallon tank to the second 15 
gallon tank by doing the following 
steps in order:
1. Shut off the 10-gallon tank.
2. Burn out any residual fuel in the  
 10-gallon tank hose.
3. Using the already attached   
 15-gallon tank, put the balloon  
 into a 200 fpm. climb.
4. Detach the hose from the   
 10-gallon tank, leaving the burner  
 end still attached.
5. Attach the hose to the other  
 15-gallon tank and tighten if  
 needed.

Flying A Long Jump
Continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
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6. Open the newly attached   
 15-gallon tank and listen for  
 leaks, tighten if necessary.

If you think this change over 
is taking too long, stop and fly the 
balloon.  Then initiate another ascent 
and attempt to finish the change 
over.  I would suggest that you 
practice making the hose change a 
few times before your flight.

 
When to start down

This is a hard decision to make if 
you’ve not planned it ahead of time.  
It is so much fun cruising along at 
altitude, you just don’t want the 
flight to end.  When to begin your 
final descent needs to be thought 
about at home long before the flight. 
Write down on a piece of paper 
when you will start the descent for 
landing.  Then just execute your plan 
on your flight.

I want to descend with sufficient 
fuel that I have 30 minutes to land 
once I’m at approach level, or about 
100 ft. above the ground, without 
tapping into my reserve fuel.  So I 
start down when both my 15 gallon 
tanks are at 25% and my 10 gallon 
tank is empty, having been used 
first.   By not pushing it, I may not 
eke out the most distance possible. 
But also, I am not worried about 
having sufficient fuel to fly over 
the next forested hill to land in the 
valley beyond.  That peace of mind 
is important.

Landing

Typically you will be landing 
around noon.  After flying the 20 
minute descent and making a sharp 
left turn near the ground, it is now 
time to land.  (All of our Long 
Jumps have experienced a sharp 
left turn on landing. We call it the 

Long Jump Hook).  Hopefully, you 
will have a moderate breeze on 
landing and will not have to deal 
with thermals.  Calm surface winds 
and hilly terrain make thermally 
landings the norm.  Most often I’ve 
experienced thermals over the east 
facing side of a hill with my landing 
field just beyond to the east.  There 
is really nothing you can do about 
it but fly out of the thermal and 
recycle.  Once you’ve been hit by a 
thermal in this fashion and missed 
your landing field, try a much 
higher approach and rapid descent 
into your landing field.  Landing in 
thermals takes patience and, more 
importantly, fuel.  

Make sure you carry your 

envelope bag in the basket as you 
most likely will be packing up prior 
to your chase vehicle’s arrival.

Mission Rules

I strongly suggest that prior to 
your flight you write down a set of 
rules that specify what unexpected 
flight situations would cause you 
to end the flight.  This way you 
will have thought about what can 
go wrong and what your response 
should be.  As each of these rules 
deals with a mission critical element, 
I call these rules – Mission Rules.  
The following are mine: 

Mission Rules

Flying A Long Jump
Continued from page 6

1. Automatic Abort Condition Rules
a)  Required flight instrument malfunction without functional  
 backup.
b) Weather conditions fall outside of agreed on flight   
 parameters.
c)  Sustained pilot light malfunction.
d)  Fuel leak that can not be stopped or doing so jeopardizes   
 burner system redundancy.
e)  Anticipated overflight of Class B airspace without   
 functioning transponder.
f)  Anticipated overflight of Class C airspace without adequate  
 fuel reserves to assure overflight completion prior to   
 reaching predetermined End of Flight Descent criteria. 
g)  Pilot illness or other incapacity.

2. Mandatory Descent and Landing Rules
a) The in-flight existence of any automatic abort rule condition  
 listed above.
b) If so instructed by ATC.
c) Upon reaching End of Flight Descent criteria either in terms  
 of remaining fuel reserves or time.
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Name: 
    First       Last

E-mail address:                
                                 (If you want Wings credit, please be sure to use the same email address on file with the Wings Program.)

BFA #:

Address:

City:                                                                                           State:               Zip Code:

Phone #:        Phone #:                                                                                   
                       cell phone                                                                                                   land line

q  WAS Crew member*  q  Crew   q  Private Pilot   q  Commercial Pilot   q  Student Pilot

Do you wish to have a BFA filing for your attendance at this seminar?  q Yes   q No
If yes, please be sure to include your BFA number above.

Cost:  $50 for the first 50 people to sign-up.  WAS crew members pay only $25. 
Lunch included.  
No refunds after February 29, 2020.

Please print out this form and send it along with your check to:   Tim Gale
         P.O. Box 723
         St. Helens, OR  97051-0723

* WAS crew members receive a discount

Please make your checks payable to Tim Gale
Contact information:  503-369-6123 • HABSafety@icloud.com 

Seminar 
Registration Form

2020 Pacific Northwest 
Safety Seminar

mailto:HABSafety@comcast.net
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The following article is being reprinted from Balloon 
Life Magazine with publisher Tom Hamilton’s 
permission, as well as the permission of the author, 
Alan Sanderson. Alan, as you probably know, is a WAS 
member and runs an active repair station in Albany, 
Oregon. A huge thank you goes to both Tom and Alan.

Record Retention and Recovery,
Or “Backup—WHAT backup???”
By Alan Sanderson

Balloon	Life,	February	2000,	Reprinted	with	permission

A pilot requested information in the category of 
“closing the barn door after the horse is gone.” (No, this 
was not related to any Y2K Bug.”)

The pilot had taken his balloon system into a 
repair station, and someone from the repair station 
disappeared, along with the aircraft logbook.

In another case, thieves broke into a vehicle and 
removed the contents, including radios, aircraft and 
pilot’s logbook, and anything else that was not securely 
attached. Consider what you might do under the same 
circumstances, and how you could prevent the problem.

The FAA regulations specify the documents that must 
be in the aircraft to legally operate it. They also provide 
procedures for obtaining temporary and permanent 
replacements for some of these documents. Without 
the specified documents, you cannot legally operate the 
aircraft.

1. You must carry a valid pilot certificate in the 
aircraft while you are operating it. The replacement 
procedure follows: 

§61.29 Replacement of a lost or destroyed airman or 
medical certificate or knowledge test report.

(a) A request for the replacement of a lost or destroyed 
airman certificate issued under this part must be 
made by letter to the Department of Transportation, 
FAA, Airman Certification Branch, P.O. Box 25082, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73125, and must be accompanied 
by a check or money order for the appropriate fee 
payable to the FAA. 

(e) A person who has lost an airman certificate, 
medical certificate, or knowledge test report may obtain 
a facsimile from the FAA Aeromedical Certification 
Branch or the Airman Certification Brach , as 
appropriate, confirming that it was issued and the:

(1) Facsimile may be carried as an airman certificate, 
medical certificate, or knowledge test report, as 
appropriate, for up to 60 days pending the person’s 
receipt of a duplicate under paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of 
this section, unless the person has been notified that the 
certificate has been suspended or revoked.

It is safe to say almost 
everyone in the Oregon 
and Washington ballooning 
community knows Marianne 
LeDoux. She and her husband, 
Bob, have been involved with hot 
air balloons since they bought 
their first one in 1980. They flew 
Sundance for a few years, then 
Bob wanted to try homebuilding. 

The result was their first balloon, Castaway, which 
was a small solo balloon. After that success they then 
built SewHappy, a stunning Native American design, to 
replace Sundance. Since that first envelope, Marianne 
and Bob have built six more balloons. SewHappy II is 
Marianne’s current balloon.

Marianne retired in 2017 after working for 30+ years 
at Oregon State University. She is not one to take it easy 
in retirement. She is more involved in her community of 
Jefferson, Oregon than ever before. She still makes time 
for ballooning and she still turns out some incredible 
watercolors. 

This year Marianne has begun contributing drawings 
for this newsletter. She enjoys sharing her talents with 
everyone in the ballooning community. Marianne will 
be a most welcome member of the Willamette Aerostat 
Society Executive Board.

Flying HABits by Marianne LeDoux

Continued on page 10

Meet Your New WAS Vice President
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(2) Request for such a facsimile 
must include the date on which a 
duplicate certificate or knowledge 
test report was previously requested.

2. You must carry a valid Balloon 
Flight Manual in your balloon 
while you are operating it.

§91.9 Civil aircraft flight manual, 
marking, and placard requirements:

(a) Except as provided in 
paragraph (d) of this section, no 
person may operate a civil aircraft 
without complying with the 
operating limitations specified in 
the approved Airplane or Rotorcraft 
Flight Manual, markings, and 
placards, or as otherwise prescribed 
by the certificating authority or the 
country of registry.

(b) No person may operate a U.S.-
registered civil aircraft –

(1) For which an Airplane or 
Rotorcraft Flight Manual is required 
by §21.5 of this chapter unless there 
is available in the aircraft a current, 
approved Airplane or Rotorcraft 
Flight Manual or the manual 
provided for in §121.141(b); and

(c) No person may operate a R.S.-
registered civil aircraft unless that 
aircraft is identified in accordance 
with part 45 of this chapter.

3. You must carry a valid 
airworthiness certificate in 
the aircraft during flight. This 
certificate must be legible to the 
passengers and crew. The FAA can 
provide a replacement.

4. You must carry a valid 
registration certificate or pink 
copy in the aircraft. If you do not 
receive a registration certificate 
before the pink copy expires, you 
must request an extension.

§91.203 Civil aircraft: 
Certifications required.

(a) Except as provided in §91.715, 
no person may operate a civil 

aircraft unless it has within the 
following year:

(1) An appropriate and current 
airworthiness certificate. Each 
U.S. airworthiness certificate used 
to comply with this subparagraph 
(except a special flight permit, a 
copy of the applicable operations 
specifications issued under 
§21.197(c) of this chapter, 
appropriate sections of the air 
carrier manual required by parts 121 
and 135 of this chapter containing 
that portion of the operations 
specifications issued under 
§21.197(c), or an authorization 
under §91.611) must have on it 
the registration number assigned 
to the aircraft under part 47 of this 
chapter. However, the airworthiness 
certificate need not have on it an 
assigned special identification 
number before 10 days after that 
number is first affixed to the aircraft. 
A revised airworthiness certificate 
having on it an assigned special 
identification number, that has been 
affixed to an aircraft, may only be 
obtained upon application to an FAA 
Flight Standards district office. 

(2) An effective U.S. registration 
certificate issued to its owner or, for 
operation within the United States, 
the second duplicate copy (pink) of 
the Aircraft Registration Application 
as provided for in §47.31(b), or a 
registration certificate issued under 
the laws of a foreign country.

(d) No person may operate a civil 
aircraft unless the airworthiness 
certificate required by paragraph 
(a) of this section or a special flight 
authorization issued under §91.715 
is displayed at the cabin or cockpit 
entrance so that it is legible to 
passengers or crew.

In addition to the required 
certificates and flight manual, you 
must have records to prove that 
the aircraft has been inspected and 
found airworthy within the last 12 
calendar months or 100 hours.

Your pilot logbook must include 
entries reflecting that you have 

Record Retention and 
Recovery
Continued from page 9

completed the required flight review 
(or Wings level), and your required 
takeoffs and landings to maintain 
currency. 

Recordkeeping

You can accomplish the required 
recordkeeping by maintaining a 
pilot’s logbook, an aircraft logbook, 
and a file of maintenance records. If 
you fly multiple envelopes, over one 
basket, you can maintain a separate 
logbook for each envelope or basket 
to simplify the recordkeeping.

Photocopy your records. Assemble 
a 3-ring binder and a set of divider 
tabs. Copy each page of each 
logbook as you complete it. Punch 
the pages and insert them into 
the binder. Copy the registration 
certificate, your pilot certificate, and 
the airworthiness certificate, and 
keep the copies in the binder.

Reconstruction

If you have not saved photocopies 
of your logs, and you lose a 
logbook, you may have some chance 
of reconstructing it. Most insurance 
companies require copies of aircraft 
and pilot logbook pages with the 
application form, so they may have 
a copy of the most recent logbook 
pages. Many balloon events require 
copies of the logbook pages, so you 
may be able to obtain copies from 
rally organizers.

A repair station is required by the 
FAA to keep maintenance records 
for two years, so you should be able 
to get copies of recent work orders.

You and other pilots flying the 
balloon can reconstruct most of the 
aircraft logbook from your pilot’s 
logbooks.

If You Don’t Succeed…

If you have not maintained 
duplicate records, your next annual 
inspection could become more 
expensive. If you cannot provide 

Continued on page 11
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Do you have a family or crew 
member between the ages of 13 and 
17? Would they like to attend one of 
the BFA’s Jr. Balloonist camps this 
coming summer? 

The campers are well supervised. 
The course material is excellent. 
Anyone truly interested in hot air 
ballooning will benefit a great deal 
from attending a camp. A side 
benefit is getting to know other teens 
from around the US who equally 
love our sport.

WAS, as we have for many years, 
will support the camps this year. 
We’d prefer to send a camper from 
this area rather than just make a 
blind scholarship. 

Check with the teen you think 
deserves to go to camp. Are they 
interested in going? If yes, please 
send in your nomination to Dale 
Justice, Outerlimits41@aol.com

WAS will be discussing/voting 
on this topic in future meetings. 
The deadlines for signing up for 
camp will take place sooner than 
you think, so get your nomination in 
quickly. 

There will only be two BFA 
Balloon Camps offered in 2020. 
They will fill up fast. The dates and 
locations are as follows:

June	14-19	—	Southeast	
Regional	Balloon	Camp,	Gaffney,	
South	Carolina

July	11-16	—	Rio	Grande	
Balloon	Camp,	Albuquerque,	
New	Mexico

Now’s The Time To Think Summer!
Enrollment for the BFA summer camps will start before long.

For more information please vist the 
BFA website at:

https://www.bfa.net/bfa-summer-camps

that certain time limited parts have 
been replaced (fuel hoses) or factory 
tested (Kevlar cables), the repair 
station may require them to be 
replaced before returning the system 
to service.

If you try to sell a system with 
incomplete logs, you are unlikely to 
receive the same price you would 
get for a properly documented 
aircraft.

The High-Tech Approach

If you have a computer with a 
printer, scanner, and rewritable 
CD-ROM drive, you have another 

Record Retention and 
Recovery
Continued from page 10

Thank you, Edie!

For years Edie Stoaks has 
hosted the WAS Christmas 
party. She thinks of everything! 
The house is always beautifully 
decorated, and she single 
handedly cooks a turkey and a 
ham for the dinner. 

Sadly, this was her last year 
as our hostess. Edie plans to be 
moving in the next year. It will 
be very difficult to replace her. 

Please plan to attend 
the January WAS 
General Meeting. 

We will be voting on 
the Aeronaut and 

Crew Member of the 
year. Your vote is 

important!

Saturday, 
January 11, 2020

1:00 PM
Lynx FBO, Aurora 

State Airport
14357 Keil Rd NE, 
Aurora, Oregon

Please bring a snack 
to share.

option. Many rewritable CD-ROM 
drives are shipped with image 
management software. I use a 
program called PaperMaster Live 
from Documagix. This software 
allows you to scan documents into 
image files, and organize them in 
file cabinets. The file cabinets can be 
stored on a CD-Rom. You can later 
view or print documents from the 
file cabinets.

Other similar products may be 
available. 

I hope none of you experience 
such a problem. Prevention can be a 
lot less trouble than the cure.

mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
https://www.bfa.net/bfa-summer-camps
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

q	Do Not	share	name
q	Do Not	share	address
q	Do Not	share	phone	number
q	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
q	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Marianne LeDoux did it again! She created a marvelous watercolor of one of the balloons 
belonging to a WAS member. It was a gift during the exchange at the recent WAS Christmas 
party. The balloon belongs to Carmen Blakely. (Laura Hancock graciously gave it to her.)

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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