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WAS Success — First Ever Zoom Meeting!
The Covid-19 may be keeping 

us home, but it is not keeping us 
from being in contact with each 
other! Cory Miller set up a Zoom 
meeting for the club on April 18th. 
At one point we had 20 people 
zoomed in together. A regular 
meeting format was dropped since 
the important part was to check in 
with one another. It was great to 
see everyone even if it was not in 
person. 

The consensus was to hold 
another Zoom meeting in May. 
The date will be May 9, 2020 at 
1:00 PM. Once again Cory will be 
hosting the meeting. A link will be 
sent to all current WAS members 
when he issues it.  

Next WAS Meeting Will be Close to Home!
May 9, 2020 at 1:00 PM 

on a computer, iPad, or mobile phone near you via Zoom
Details will be sent to all current WAS members prior to the meeting. Stay tuned!

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

May 9, 2020
WAS General Meeting
1:00	PM	
Location:	Lynx	FBO,	
Aurora	Airport,	
14357	Keil	Rd	NE,	Aurora,	OR

May 29-31, 2020
Grants Pass Balloon & Kite 
Festival
Grants	Pass,	OR
https://gpballoonfest.com

May 15-17, 2020
Winnemucca	Balloon	Festival
Winnemucca,	NV

June 26-28, 2020
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard,	OR
http://www.tigardballoon.org

July 2-5, 2020
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs,	Idaho
http://tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.
html

July 3-5, 2020
Freedom Aloft Hot Air Balloon 
Rally
Prineville,	OR

August 28-30, 2020
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org
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September 2-6, 2020
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
https://spiritofboise.com

September 11-13, 2020
Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
https://renoballoon.com

September 18-19, 2020
Alturas Balloon Festival
Alturas,	CA
https://alturaschamber.org/
balloonfest

September 25-27, 2020
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
https://www.tourprosser.com/the-
great-prosser-balloon-rally.html

Postponed until October
Stay tuned for dates 
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
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Flights? What Flights?
OK, as we all know, our flight 

season has gotten off to a sad start 
due to the global pandemic. Rallies 
are being canceled one after the 
other. The Wooden Shoe Tulip 
Festival never really opened. 

However, you can go see the 
tulips as you drive by in your car. 
Dale Justice took the photo on the 
left from his car window. The gift 
shop is also open. Plus you can look 
at the photos from years gone by in 
this edition of AeroStats. 

It’s the best we’ve got. 

https://gpballoonfest.com
http://www.tigardballoon.org
http://tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.html
http://tetonvalleyballoonrally.com/index.html
https://spiritofboise.com/spirit-of-boise-balloon-classic-2020-dates-announced/
https://renoballoon.com
https://alturaschamber.org/balloonfest
https://alturaschamber.org/balloonfest
https://www.tourprosser.com/the-great-prosser-balloon-rally.html
https://www.tourprosser.com/the-great-prosser-balloon-rally.html
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The following article is being reprinted from Balloon Life Magazine with publisher Tom Hamilton’s permission, as 
well as the permission of the author, Alan Sanderson. Alan as you probably know is a WAS member and runs an 
active repair station in Albany, Oregon. A huge thank you goes to both Tom and Alan.

Fix It Right
by Alan Sanderson
Balloon Life, April 2000  •  Reprinted with permission

Who Needs Surprises?

When you take a balloon into a 
repair station for repairs or an annual 
inspection, you may find that more 
repairs are required than you had 
expected. There are several reasons 
that this can happen.

When a repair station performs 
repairs or an inspection, it must 
issue a maintenance release that 
certifies that the aircraft is airworthy 
before it can be flown. This release 
applies to the entire aircraft, not only 
the work that was just performed. If 
other problems are found, the repair 
station must correct them before 
releasing the aircraft to service.

As a pilot, you are exposed to 
several potential problems if you 
encounter improper maintenance. 
First, you could endanger the lives 
of yourselves and your passengers. 
Second, as the aircraft operator, you 
are responsible for the airworthiness 
of your balloon. If you fly an 
unairworthy balloon and that fact 
comes to the attention of the FAA, 
you could encounter legal problems. 
Third, you are exposed to the 
additional cost of correcting the 
improper repairs.

Improper Repairs

The repair station may 
discover previous repairs that 
were improperly performed. This 
can be the result of workmanship, 
ignorance, or differing 
interpretations of a manufacturer’s 
service manuals. Later in this article, 
I will provide some examples.

Deterioration

It is also possible for aircraft 
parts to deteriorate between annual 
inspections. Storage conditions, 
such as heat and humidity, can cause 
some parts to become unserviceable. 
If a part deteriorates beyond service 
limits, it must be replaced before the 
aircraft is airworthy.

Wear or Damage

If parts of the balloon have 
suffered wear or damage beyond 
serviceable limits since the last 
repair or inspection, the worn or 
damaged parts must be repaired 
or replaced before the system is 
released to service.

Difference of Opinion

One of our local pilots had 
landed in a field of star thistles. 
The manufacturer requires patches 
for holes or tears larger than the 
diameter of a pencil. The repair 
station installed 20 stick-on patches 
to cover the pinprick sized holes 
near the throat. The balloon had 
passed annual inspections at two 
other repair stations, so this may 
have resulted from a differing 
interpretation of the manufacturer’s 
limits.

Another pilot brought a system 
in with a small burn hole near the 
throat. The hole itself was within 
service limits. When we inspected 
the envelope, we found that the 
fabric around the hole was crisp, and 
would crack and fail with additional 

handling. We recommended a partial 
panel replacement to prevent future 
problems.

Examples:
Improper Repairs

We performed an annual 
inspection on an envelope that had 
suffered throat burns. One gore tape 
was burned near the throat and the 
load rope stitching was damaged. 
The Kevlar cable outer covering 
was partially melted. The damage 
was repaired using approved parts, 
but the following repairs were 
improperly performed.

Kevlar Cable

If the polyester protective 
coating that covers the inner Kevlar 
fibers is damaged, the cable must 
be inspected for additional damage. 
The damaged coating must be 
removed so the yellow Kevlar fiber 
is exposed. If the Kevlar is still 
yellow (its original color), heat 
shrink tubing must be applied over 
the exposed Kevlar to protect it from 
dirt, abrasion, and ultraviolet light. 
If the Kevlar has turned brown or 
black, the cable must be replaced.

The cable had heat shrink tubing 
applied, but there were lumps of 
melted coating visible through the 
tubing. The melted coating must 
be removed because it forms sharp 
crystals that can eventually cut 
through the Kevlar. We removed 
the shrink tubing and the melted 
coating, inspected the Kevlar, and 
applied new shrink tubing.

Continued on page 5
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Structural Repairs

One envelope suffered burns 
of parts of two fabric panels in the 
throat, and melting of load rope 
stitching and part of one gore tape. 
Parts of two fabric panels were 
replaced along the bottom girdle, 
a short section of gore tape and 
reattached the affected load cords 
and gore tapes to the new girdle 
was installed, and the load rope 
was stitched to the bottom girdle 
(horizontal load tape). The log 
book entry detailed the repairs, 
and included a signed maintenance 
release.

Unfortunately the repairs 
were not adequate to restore the 
integrity of the balloon’s structural 
framework. The replacement gore 
tape was stitched to the original 
tape using only ½ inch of overlap. 
The manufacturer specifies a 6-inch 
overlap to provide as much strength 
as the original tape. The gore tapes 
must be connected to the bottom 
girdle with a bar tack (very tight 
zigzag stitch). Two gore tapes were 
not properly reattached.

The load rope must be attached 
to the bottom girdle using a bar 
tack. It was stitched using straight 
stitches. The process of removing 
the melted bar tack had cut through 
more than half of the bottom girdle 
webbing. The cut bottom girdle 
webbing (50% missing) exceeded 
the manufacturer’s damage limit of 
10%. We replaced a section of the 
bottom girdle load tape.

Fuel System

One pilot brought in a system 
with a complaint that some of the 
propane cylinder service valves 
were difficult to turn off. When the 
valve handles were removed, we 
found brass shavings on the valve 

stems, and vise grip marks on the 
valve stem. Failure of the valve stem 
threads could leave the valve open 
with no way to turn it off.

We replaced the damaged service 
valves with new valves.

Protect Yourself

If you understand what you 
should look for, you have a good 
chance of avoiding improper repairs.

Look at the repairs. Does the 
repaired area look like the rest of the 
balloon? If anything looks unusual 
or out of place, ask questions. 
Was the work performed using 
procedures in the repair manual? 
Were the specified materials used?

Has the repairman or inspector 
attended any manufacturer’s factory 
training class?

Fix It Right
Continued from page 4

If the repair station does not 
provide satisfactory answers, call the 
balloon’s manufacturer to double-
check the repairs.

Most repair stations will not 
deliberately release substandard 
work. Sometimes people will 
make mistakes, or they may 
not understand the details of a 
particular manufacturer’s system. 
The manufacturer’s factory 
repair training course can provide 
significant additional information 
that may not be clearly stated in the 
repair manual.

You have the final authority 
regarding the airworthiness of your 
balloon. Be sure you understand 
your system well enough to 
recognize the difference between 
proper and improper repairs. 

Wherever You Are, Please Join the 
WAS Zoom Meeting

May 9, 1:00 PM

You can wear 
anything you want.

You can drink 
anything you want.

You can snack on 
anything you want.

You can sit/recline 
anywhere you want.

Just be there!
We want to hear
from you.

Meeting details will 
be sent to all 2020 WAS members prior to the meeting. 
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Thanks Carmen! Thanks Cheryl!
by Shari Gale, Editor

Putting out this newsletter can 
be a challenge. Sometimes there 
is so much to print and so many 
wonderful photos it is hard to decide 
what goes in and what stays in the 
data folder. Sometimes getting the 
pieces to fit is the biggest challenge. 
It is like trying to put a puzzle 
together using pieces for different 
puzzle boxes. I have to cut a little 
here and stretch a little over there to 
fill the page. Sometimes I just feel 
like pounding my head against the 
keyboard.

This month, and I’m sure for 
months to come, the challenge 
is not having enough to print! 
Ballooning action is non-existent. 
The only news to report is the 
latest cancelation notice. That’s just 
depressing.

Luckily, our local balloon 
community is still strong. The 
Zoom meeting we had on April 18 
was fun. It was good to hear and 
see so many of you. I had some 
technical challenges – user issues 

– so I did not even realize some 
people were logged on. People like 
Carol Whitney, Jim Bentley and 
Cathy Steele. My apologies for not 
acknowledging you and the other 
people I did not see on my screen. 
Plus our internet connection in our 
new house is just plain awful. We 
are working on a solution, but it 
will take a long time to be in place. 
There is a lag time between when 
you speak and when I hear it and 
visa versa. That is just something I 
have to live with for now. (Probably 
by the time we can have actual face-
to-face contact our internet will have 
been brought up to speed – literally.)

During the Zoom meeting I 
asked for people to send me three 
of their favorite balloon photos. 
Carmen Blakely was the first one 
to respond, followed soon after by 
Cheryl Isaacs. Thank you so much!

I will be posting some old photos 
form my files as well. If you have 
anything to add to the newsletter, it 
will be greatly appreciated.

Tierra Madre flying in Winthrop, Washington. 
This event always happens the first weekend of 
March. Fortunately, we were able to fly there this 
year before everything was shut down due to the 
pandemic. 

Tierra Madre flying during the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Festival in Woodburn, Oregon in years 
past. This year the weather would have been just 
as perfect as pictured above. 

Photos taken from the bridge in Prosser, 
Washington as the balloon floats above the 
Yakima River are always spectacular. Carmen 
Blakely in Tierra Madre was at her best that 
year. 

Photos Contributed by 
Carmen Blakely
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Photos Contributed by Cheryl Isaacs

Top photo: The morning light through La Brisa Del Mar during cold 
pack. Top right: Padre Del Sol, which was replaced by La Brisa Del 
Mar in 2011,  flies with Tierra Madre. Photo right: La Brisa Del Mar 
flies over the glorious tulip fields. Photo bottom left: Outer Limits flew 
in the Red Rocks, New Mexico event by either Cheryl Isaacs or Carmen 
Blakely. Bottom right: Outer Limits flew over the Alvord Desert in 
Southeastern Oregon along with Padre Del Sol.

The last photo was the inspiration to reprint the 2016 article and photos 
from one of the Alvold Desert fun fly events. You can find it on the 
following page. 
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Ever Want To Fly In The Middle Of Nowhere?
This is what it would look like. Reprinted from AeroStats, October 2016

Several WAS members drove to the Alvord Desert in southeastern Oregon over Labor Day weekend. It is a dry 
lake bed in Harney County that is about 12 by 7 miles in size. The elevation is 4,000 feet MSL. There’s nothing 
there but flat, dry ground. Oh, and lots of dust. It is almost impossible for the chase crew to lose their balloon. 

Everyone reported they had a marvelous weekend. They’ve flown there before and plan to do it again.
These photos were all taken by Carol Whitney. 

That light colored patch of ground towards the top of the 
photo is the Alvord. This photo was taken from up on the 
Steens Mountain Range at about 9,500 feet.

The group included Cheryl & Michael Isaacs, Carmen Blakely, Dale Justice, Mary Heath, 
Jerry Bales & his son Andy, Laura Hancock, Rod & Hollie Purdum, Roger & Tracy 
Rollman, Roger & Catherine Anderson, Jack & Carol Whitney, Bob & Sue Rice, and John 
& Debi Peterson.
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May 9th, 1:00 PM
WAS Zoom Meeting
Be sure to put it on your calendar!

Details will be emailed to all current 
WAS members prior to the meeting. 

Gotten Yourself Sucked Into Ballooning?
WAS is the perfect place for you!

It’s easy to join the Willamette Aerostat Society 
(WAS). There is an application on the following page. 
Just print it out, write a check and send them both to 
our club treasurer, Dale Justice. 

What’s Hidden On Your Hard Drive?
A huge thank you goes out to Carmen Blakely 

and Cheryl Isaacs for sending a few of their favorite 
photos from years gone by. We can’t fly, but we can 
relive some remarkable moments.

I will need more photos for the next issue of 
AeroStats. Please send them to me at: 
prez@wasballoon.info

Don’t be afraid to showcase your camera skills. 
Everyone is looking forward to seeing what’s lurking 
in a forgotten folder on your hard drive.

Another Big Thank You Goes to Dale & Pasha

Dale Justice and Pasha Luber proofread this 
newsletter every single month, and they have been 
doing it for a very long time. Their help is invaluable. 
A mere written thank you doesn’t seem like enough, 
but that’s all we have in the newsletter budget! 

Flying HABits by Marianne LeDoux

mailto:prez@wasballoon.info
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
We can’t fly, but I can still PhotoShop! This is obviously a composite photo. That’s Cheryl Isaacs 
in La Brisa Del Mar flying over the tulips in my dreams. Photo and image mismanagement by 
Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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