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Email:  ExecComm@wasballoon.info

Santa may be at the 
WAS Virtual 

Christmas Party!

Will you?
Santa will be checking his list!

Join our Zoom Party on
Wednesday, December 9

7:00 PM

A Zoom link will be sent to all 
WAS members.

Please check out the story on page 4.

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting on ZOOM
Wednesday, October 14, 2020

Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
and approximately 17 additional members.

Absent:
 Pasha Luber, Activities Director

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p. m. by 
Shari using Zoom on the internet.

2. Moved by Carmen Blakely, seconded by Gerald 
Bales to approve the minutes of the September 16, 
2020 meeting as printed in the October, 2020 
Aerostats newsletter. Motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale, as of September 
16, 2020.
 
2020 Members  52 (31 memberships paid)
 Checking   $  999.85
 Savings   105.00
 Cash    7.00

 Total   $1,111.85

4. Correspondence – None

5.  News – Tim Gale received the BFA Ed Yost Master 
Pilot award (applause).
Shari has a new cache of graphics for the newsletter 
using an Internet source called Pixabay.

6.  Events –  Instead of the Christmas party, a meet-
ing on Zoom will be held on Wednesday, December 
9 at 7:00 PM. It will be informal (no minutes, no 
motions, just wear your Christmas sweaters, 
sweatshirts, hats, whatever). See details in the 
newsletter.

7. Discussions – 
1.  There will not be an Aeronaut or Crew of the 

Year award this year, due to the lack of bal-
looning activities.

2.  Carmen noted that Charitie Faith, a Madras, 
OR, balloon supporter, is fighting cancer. 
Shari will get Charitie’s mailing address and 
send it to the club members so they can wish 
her well.

3.  Marianne discovered a “no landing, except in 
an emergency” zone. It is east of Knox Butte 
in the Albany area. Information will be posted 
on Facebook . Also, there is a restricted 

 airport in the Dever Conner area that does not 
want balloon activity.

8. Old business – None

9. New business – Elections – Moved by Greg Miller 
to nominate the current slate of officers to serve for 
2021. The motion passed. The election will be held 
in December.

10. The next meeting will be in January using 
Zoom. More information will be in the newsletter.

11. Shari adjourned the meeting at 7:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice

/signed/dtj/10-20-2020

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society

There isn’t a WAS ZOOM 
meeting scheduled in November

See you at the WAS virtual 
holiday party on December 9th!

 



AeroStats November 2020 • Volume 22, Number 11 Page 4

The Annual WAS Christmas Party 
will be held virtually this year. It’s 
not the year to gather a big group 
of people together in a small indoor 
space. To be sensible and safe the 
club membership voted to hold a 
ZOOM meeting instead. It will be a 
time to just sit back in front of your 
computer and enjoy the company of 
your fellow aeronauts. 

See you on Wednesday, 
December 9 at 7:00 PM.

WAS Annual Christmas Party Coming To 
Your Computer/Pad/Phone Via ZOOM

Wear your favorite holiday themed 
sweater/sweatshirt; or dress up in 
your most dazzling evening outfit.

Or wear holiday socks and prop your 
feet up in front of the computer!

Introduce us to your furry family 
members (antlers optional).

Don’t be shy about eating a piece of 
pumpkin pie or Christmas cookies 
in front of the rest of us. For that 
matter, you could even eat an entire 
turkey dinner complete with 
stuffing, cranberry sauce and all the 
other side dishes. You’ll just make 
us envious. (But if you spill it all 
over yourself, we will make fun of 
you.)

Drink a glass of red wine, a glass of 
champagne, a margarita, or a cup of 
hot chocolate. (We will make fun of 
you if you spill that, too.) 

Sit in front of your Christmas tree, 
Show off your favorite balloon 
ornaments. Another choice will be 
to use the Zoom option for a photo 
background of your favorite holiday 
memory. Bonus points if you let us 
peek at a Christmas memory from 
your childhood. 
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New Red Zones Near Albany
Marianne and Bob LeDoux recently reported there 

is a new red zone just north of Knox Butte Road in 
Albany. They have landed on this piece of property 
many times over the years. It is just south of their place 
in Jefferson. There were never problems before. 

Recently the property was sold. The new owner 
does not want balloons landing there due to his con-
cerns about liability exposure. The northern boundary 
is Kamph Drive NE; the eastern boundary is Lickskillet 
Road NE; the southern boundary is Knox Butte Road. 
There isn’t a road on the western boundary. 

It’s a large piece of land — about 740 acres. 

And another

There is another red zone. This one is a grass air-
strip in the Dever Conner area just north of Albany and 
west of I-5. You can find it on your sectional. The own-
er/operator does not want any balloons to land there.

Please respect the landowner’s wishes and stay out 
of these red zones. 

We are thankful for 
our wonderful 

local ballooning 
community!

Happy 
Thanksgiving 

to you all!

Time for Executive 
Committee Elections

The current officers have agreed to run for 
office again in 2021. They are:

Shari Gale - President
Marianne LeDoux - Vice President
Dale Justice - Secretary/Treasurer

Just because Shari, Marianne and Dale have 
offered to run again does not mean you can’t 
write in a different candidate for an office. Feel 
free to do it. Just write down who you want to 
serve in any of the positions. If you want the job 
yourself, organize a write-in campaign and go 
for it! 

An email will be sent out shortly to all 
current WAS members in November. Obvious-
ly, since the Christmas Party won’t be held in 
person this year, all ballots this year will have to 
be by email. Just vote and send the email to our 
secretary/treasurer, Dale Justice. It’s as easy as 
that!

Look for the email coming to you soon.
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LeDouxs Try To Drop In On The Gales
by Shari Gale

I received an email from 
Marianne LeDoux one afternoon. 
She was asking if we’d be home the 
next morning. She wanted to land 
in our front yard. She had called the 
Albany Parks Department to make 
sure it was OK to launch from a 
different city park than usual. She’d 
scoped out Bowman Park which is 
close to the Willamette River. It’s 
also more or less due north of our 
house. The location of Bowman 
Park seemed ideal. The parking lot 
just fit their one person homebuilt 
balloon, Sew Lite.

Marianne got close! When she 
called me, it looked like she’d make 
it, but that elusive right turn did not 
appear when she wanted it. Bob 
drove up and we watched her drift 
by us at a high altitude to our east. 
Eventually, we had to break up our 
little driveway chat. It was time to 
chase her. Tim and I decided to join 
the chase. We were delighted to have 
an adventure. It had been way too 
long.

Bob knew just where to go. He 
took off one way. We went another. 
Tim and I took roads that kept 
us close to Sew Lite as much as 
possible. We ended up in the same 
place as Bob, but heading different 
directions on the same road. By the 
time Marianne landed we were out 
in Tangent with huge grass seed 
fields on either side of us. 

Marianne got that right turn at 
that point. She slowly drifted west 

across one field, then landed right 
in the middle of a low use country 
road. We then walked her into the 
other field. It was nice and dry. 
There was no need to use a tarp. It 
was the perfect landing site on an 
almost perfect flight day – it would 
have been perfect if that right turn 
had occurred a little earlier. 

The LeDoux’s let us help take 
the balloon down, but they wanted to 
show us their technique for packing 
up the system when it is just the two 
of them. (Since the pandemic started 
they have continued to fly, but don’t 
have any extra crew and fly their 
little one-person balloon.)

Bob has built a sturdy step stool. 
They tip the basket up on the stool, 
and then Bob backs their Toyota 
truck up to the basket. Marianne 
just slides the basket in. Done. It’s a 
simple and elegant solution to lifting 
a basket up into a truck bed. 

I’m glad they let us help with at 
least part of the pack up. It was good 
to feel balloon fabric again. 2020 has 
not been conducive to much flying, 
and we need some LTA exposure.

This is as close to the Gale’s front yard as 
Marianne could get.

Marianne and Bob LeDoux pose along with Tim Gale after packing up Sew Lite.
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A few days later

Carmen Blakely Tried Out the Gale’s Front Lawn

First comes the annual inspection. Next comes an inflation to untangle 
the envelope. This year Carmen Blakely asked to do the inflation in the 
Gale’s front lawn. In truth, she really wanted to rub off the Alvord 
Desert dust on their grass as well as Tim’s T-shirt. Regardless of the need, 
the Gales were happy to help. 

On the afternoon of October 20th, Carmen and her crew came over. The 
Gale’s granddaughters, Emma and JJ, were there. They’d just finished up 
their remote school for the day, so they were ready for some entertainment. 
JJ helped inflate the balloon, so she got the first tethered ride. 

The nice lady who lives to the north had several of her cousins visiting. 
They’d come from as far away as Idaho. We offered them some unexpected 
entertainment as well. They chose not to come over, but they did take lots of 
photos. 

Oh, and tangles? There wasn’t a single crossed line in the entire enve-
lope. There was a lot of playa dust, however. Some of it was left behind, 
which is a good thing. 

 

More Cancellations
Due to the pandemic there are two more cancellations. 
Tim Gale announced he will not be organizing a safety seminar in the spring of 2021. He has always used 

the previous flight season as an inspiration for the seminar’s content. With little or no flying happening this year 
he is stuck for ideas, plus we don’t know if in-person large events will be able to happen by next spring. Instead 
he is encouraging people to sign up for the BFA on-line safety seminar.

It was also decided during the October WAS meeting that the Aeronaut of the Year and Crew of the Year 
Awards would not be held this year. There again, with little or no flying happening during the 2020 season this 
isn’t a good time to go forward with these awards. We will pick up where we left off next year. 
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Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($20)     ❏  Single or Family ($20)     ❏  Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)    

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We 
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with 
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It 
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out. 

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2021 WAS Membership Application2021 WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are 
two pilots in the family, or if you 
have family members with ad-
ditional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Marianne LeDoux in Sew Lite skimmed across a harvested grass seed field outside of 
Tangent, Oregon as she approached her landing site. 

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat SocietyWillamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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