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Email:  ExecComm@wasballoon.info

WAS Zoom Meeting Coming Up
Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 PM
Internet conference calls 
are a great way to stay 
in touch with your fellow 
WAS members. Use your 
computer, pad or phone 
along with the Zoom app in 
order to participate.

Pasha Luber will be hosting 
the meeting. A link will be 
sent to all current WAS 
members via email. 

We look forward to 
hearing from you!

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting on ZOOM
Wednesday, August 12, 2020

Present:
Shari	Gale,	President	&	Newsletter	Editor
Marianne	LeDoux,	Vice	President
Dale	Justice,	Secretary/Treasurer
Pasha	Luber,	Activities	Director
and	approximately	10	additional	members.

1.	Meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7:02	p.	m.	by	Shari	
using	Zoom	on	the	internet.

2.	Moved	by	Pasha	Luber	to	approve	the	minutes	of	
the	July	8,	2020	meeting	as	printed	in	the	August,	
2020	Aerostats	newsletter.	Seconded	by	Carmen	
Blakely.	Motion	passed.

3.	Treasurer’s	report	—	from	Dale,	as	of	August	12,	
2020.
	
2020	Members		52	(31	memberships	paid)

Checking			 $1,049.85
Savings				 105.00
Cash				 7.00

Total				 $1,161.85
Paid	in	July:	IT	fee	for	2	months,	State	of	Oregon	
non-profit	corporation	fee.

4.	Correspondence	–	State	of	Oregon	asking	for	the	
annual	fee.

5.	News	–	An	accident	occurred	in	Jackson,	
WY	recently.	Also,	Tim	Gale	had	a	recent	brief	
hospitalization.	More	rallies	have	been	canceled.

6.		Events	–		Most	events	for	the	rest	of	this	season	
have	been	canceled	due	to	the	pandemic.
Walla	Walla	Balloon	Stampede	is	canceled.
AIBF	–	(Albuquerque)	is	canceled
Greg	Miller	reported	about	the	Riverton,	WY	rally.

7.	Discussions	–
Albany,	OR	continues	to	allow	flying	from	Timber	
Linn	park.
Marianne	found	eagle	nests	near	the	Santiam	River.	
It	is	a	good	idea	to	give	eagle	nests	a	wide	berth.

8.	Old	business	–	Dale	did	talk	to	Chuck	Coussens	
about	getting	on	line	memberships	available.	She	is	
hoping	to	work	on	that	later	this	fall.

9.	New	business	–		None

10.	Next	meeting	will	be	using	Zoom	on	
Wednesday, September 16, at 7 p.m.	More	
information	will	be	in	the	newsletter.

11.	Shari	adjourned	the	meeting	at	7:34	p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice

/signed/dtj/8-24-2020

Worth Your Time
Here’s	a	link	to	the	latest	FAA	Safety	Briefing.	It’s	an	
article	called	“Rise	to	the	Top,	A	Look	at	Frequent	
Accident	Issues	for	Balloonists”	by	Adam	Magee.

Please	take	the	time	to	read	this	worthwhile	article.	
You	will	be	glad	you	did.

https://medium.com/faa/rise-to-the-top-
aae3c611ca48

https://medium.com/faa/rise-to-the-top-aae3c611ca48
https://medium.com/faa/rise-to-the-top-aae3c611ca48
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Wednesday, September 16, 2020
WAS General Meeting
7:00	PM	
Place:	the	comfort	of	your	own	
home	via	Zoom.	A	link	will	be	
sent	to	all	current	members	of	
WAS.	Just	click	on	the	link	to	get	
connected	on	the	above	day	and	
time.

Canceled!
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
https://spiritofboise.com

Canceled!
Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
https://renoballoon.com

Canceled! 
September 18-19, 2020
Alturas Balloon Festival
Alturas,	CA
https://alturaschamber.org/
balloonfest

Canceled!
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA

Canceled! 
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA

Canceled!
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque,	NM

Want to get in 
on the WAS 

Zoom Meetings?

Join WAS!
You will be invited 
to join the group 

discussions each month. 
You will be able to see 

everyone’s sunny smiles.

You will find an 
application on page 10.

https://spiritofboise.com/spirit-of-boise-balloon-classic-2020-dates-announced/
https://renoballoon.com
https://alturaschamber.org/balloonfest
https://alturaschamber.org/balloonfest
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The huge grass seed fields in 
the Willamette Valley have been 
harvested. The weather has been 
more cooperative than usual. In 
other words, the stage was set for 
the annual Art and Air Festival in 
Albany, Oregon. Only the rally was 
canceled weeks ago along with 
every other rally on the west coast. 
That did not stop about a dozen 
balloonists from getting together 
August 28 through 30 — the 
weekend the rally should have been 
held. 

The fly out was not sponsored 
by anyone. It was not a WAS event, 
and it certainly was not set up by the 
Albany Parks Department. The local 
balloonists just started talking. The 
next thing we knew most of them 
were planning to be in the same 
place at the same time. There wasn’t 
a pilot briefing. We only invited 

the bare minimum number of crew 
members. Everyone was urged to 
wear masks. No spectators were 
encouraged to come out. 

On Friday morning only two 
balloons came to Timber Linn Park. 
Cheryl Isaacs from Tigard and Eric 
Reid from Albany inflated their 
balloons and took off one after the 
other. The weather was what we 
have come to expect in the Albany 
area. The winds aloft were up to 
about 20 mph, but the ground winds 
were almost non-existent. 

Tim and I came out to watch 
them. We brought our little car with 
the top down. It’s fun to chase a 
balloon in a convertible! We found 
Eric’s landing site right away. 
We were the first ones to find the 
access to the big field he landed 
in. (Only because we could make 
a U-turn easier than anyone else.) 
Eric had lots of crew so we decided 
to continue chasing. This time it 
didn’t matter that we had the more 
maneuverable vehicle. When you 
pick the wrong roads, it doesn’t go 
so well. We eventually got behind 
a huge harvester being hauled on 
a semi-truck. When we got to the 
gravel road we needed to take we 
were chagrined to see the truck 
take the same road. We lagged way 
behind because we did not want to 
eat his dust. So what did the truck 
driver do? He pulled over, stopped, 
and let us pass. I was quite pleased 
by his chivalry. 

By the time we found Cheryl’s 
landing site, her crew had everything 
in hand. We still hiked across the 
huge field to help with the pack 
up. It just felt good to get hands on 
fabric once more. 

Saturday a dozen balloons 
showed up at Timber Linn Park. 
There were three from Albany, 
and more from other areas in 
the Willamette Valley, but we 

had distant visitors as well. Two 
balloons and four pilots came down 
from Washington, and Ron and 
Sue Cassidy brought their newest 
balloon “Owyhee Heights” all the 
way from Homedale, Idaho. Roy and 
Paula Foote dropped in from Boise, 
but left their balloon at home. They 
just wanted to visit with everyone. 

Owyhee Heights is the newest 
homebuilt balloon Ron and Sue have 
completed. It’s a racer balloon with 
colors picked from photos of the 
mountain range near their home. The 
envelope only had about five hours 
on it. It was a treat for the rest of us 
to see it.

Unfortunately, Mother Nature 
did not play well on Saturday 
morning. The winds were a little 
more brisk than some of the pilots 
wanted to experience. Only six 
balloons flew. 

Tim flew Knight-N-Gale only 
for the second time in 2020. He flew 
with Jack Loflin in the co-pilot’s 
seat. Jack’s loyal crew member, Joy 
Sibayan, went along.

The balloons were spaced out — 
both geographically and in launch 
times. There was no chance of a 

No Rally? Then Fly For Fun In Albany Instead!

Kim Boyle took some great photos while 
otherwise engaged in his crew duties. 

At dawn Chris Whitfield lifted off. Ron Cassidy 
in his new balloon was right behind him. Eric 
Reid was the next to launch.

Continued on page 6
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mass ascension. Almost everyone 
took a turn to the west and crossed 
I-5. Tim and Jack did their own 
thing. They ended up on the east 
side of the freeway, well away from 
everyone else. There is a rather large 
red zone in that area, but they were 
well away from it as well. In fact, 
the landowner for “our” field gave 
us a two thumbs up when we asked 
permission to land and drive on the 
field.

Sunday was the best day for 
weather. The winds were light. 
It was just exactly what the rally 
organizers (if there had been a 2020 
Art and Air Festival) would have 
wanted. Several of the balloonists 
had traveled to Albany only for 
one day, so Sunday there were only 
eight balloons. One had a technical 
problem with a burner, so seven 
flew. 

Everyone stayed together and 
landed more or less in the same area 
south of Tangent. We landed in a 
giant, harvested field. It would have 
been hard to miss! Cheryl Isaacs 
landed in the same field, but she was 
so far away our crew could not get 
to her before her crew drove up even 
though Jack was running. 

During the chase we passed 
several families who had stopped 
their cars to watch the balloons. 
Several more homeowners came out 
and waved at us as we drove by. For 
37 years the residents of the Albany 
area have been enthusiastic balloon 
rally supporters. While the 2020 
rally did not happen, I’m sure the 
local residents will want/expect the 
rally to happen in 2021. 

It’s a great place to fly. All the 
balloonists want the rally to return 
next year, too!

Albany Fun Fly
continued from page 5

Marianne LeDoux 
flew Sew Happy II 
Sunday morning 
along side 
Knight-N-Gale. 
Photo by Kim Boyle.

Ron Cassidy flew Owyee 
Heights past the point where 
the city meets the countryside 
Sunday. Photo by Kim Boyle.

This photo 
of Eric and 
Lisa Reid’s 
balloon, 
Just In Kace 
was taken 
on Friday 
morning 
during 
inflation. 
Photo by 
Shari Gale.
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Albany Fun Fly
Photos by Shari Gale

Knight-N-Gale’s landing site on Saturday was certainly large enough to accommodate deflation. The landowner gave us a two-thumbs up when she was 
asked if we could not only land, but drive on the field. The landowners in Albany are almost all happy to see balloons. 

Left: Andrea McAvoy 
and Chery Isaacs 
take off from Timber 
Linn Park on Friday 
morning. Right: Ron 
Cassidy lands his new 
balloon in a big open 
field even if it did not 
look that way from 
this angle. Check out 
Lisa Reid’s photo on 
page 8 for a better 
perspective.

Left: Sunday’s landing 
site was even bigger 
than the one on 
Saturday. Tim Gale’s 
granddaughters were 
enthusiastic crew 
members on both 
Saturday and Sunday.
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The BFA Long Jump Committee 
is pleased to announce the Long 
Jump Across America Challenge 
to mark the 30th anniversary of the 
sport in the United States. Instead 
of a national competition, each of 
the six BFA regions will hold a 
group flying event to encourage 
pilots to improve on their personal 
best distance records while flying 
over an iconic landmark unique to 
their area. From the Northeast to the 
Southwest, each region will have 
a coordinator to maintain a contact 
list of pilots who may be interested 
in flying a long jump and to decide 
when and where to fly based on 
local conditions.

While still in the planning 
stage, there are already ideas being 
floated in several of the regions for 

their events. The Southeast Region 
is planning a 60 to70 mile flight 
over the Smoky Mountains from 
Tennessee into North Carolina. 
In the North Central Region, 
there is discussion of a Mount 
Rushmore long jump. In the West, 
a California to Nevada flight over 
the mountains has been suggested, 
and maybe a Grand Canyon 
crossing in the Southwest. Every 
area of the United States has some 
incredible geography to fly over 
that would make for a once-in-a-
lifetime ballooning experience. A 
coordinated group long jump is a 
great way to make it happen.

To facilitate participation and 
training, the committee will publish 
a series of articles in Ballooning as 
well has hold one or more online 

Long Jump Across America
“fireside chats.” Helpful information 
about weather, equipment 
preparation, flight planning, and 
airspace operations will be made 
available to meet the needs of first-
time long jump pilots. 

If you are interested in taking 
part in the Long Jump Across 
America as either a pilot or a 
regional coordinator, contact Bill 
Smith at aeroforce1@bellsouth.net 
and your name will be added to the 
contact list for your regional event. 
We hope to get flying in your area 
before the end of the year, but this 
long jump season will include the 
entire 2021 calendar year as well. 
For detailed instructions and the 
latest rules for a long jump, go to the 
BFA website at https://www.bfa.net/
information/long-jump-competition. 

Albany Fun Fly
Photos by Lisa Reid

Eric Reid landed Just in Kace in a large 
harvested grass seed field on Friday. (For those 
of you who have never been to the Willamette 
Valley this is what we call a big landing site.)

On Saturday Kong did a splash ‘n’ dash in 
Freeway Lakes just west of I-5 in Albany. He 
drove down from Washington just for this 
opportunity — and to hang out with friends.

If you look at the photo Shari Gale took of this 
landing site on page 7 you can see that it looks 
like Ron Cassidy was surrounded by trees when 
he landed. Actually, there was room for both Ron 
and Eric Reid as well as everyone else who flew 
on Sunday.

mailto:aeroforce1@bellsouth.net
https://www.bfa.net/information/long-jump-competition
https://www.bfa.net/information/long-jump-competition
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From camping stoves to house-
hold heaters, it feels like propane 
has been around forever. But in real-
ity, propane as we know it was dis-
covered just over a century ago, and 
it took even longer to make its way 
into our homes. Here’s the scoop on 
propane’s surprising past. 

1910: Chemist Walter Snelling 
discovers propane after observing 
how gasoline in a jug causes the 
cork to pop off. A few years later, 
Snelling sells the patent and others 
start developing new uses for the 
fuel. 

A Brief History of Propane
By:	ANDY	ERNST,	CHS	Propane	Marketing	Manager
in	PROPANE	/	Reprinted	from	Colorado	Balloon	Club	Newsletter	“Hot	Air	Flyer”

1920s: Throughout this decade, 
research paves the way for new 
ways to use propane in appliances 
and gas equipment. Slowly, products 
are rolled out into homes. 

1930s: During this decade, a 
rotten egg odor, ethyl mercaptan, 
is added to propane to allow 
consumers to detect leaks. In 
addition, railroad tank transit is 
developed along with local bottle-
filling plants, making the fuel even 
more ubiquitous. 

1947: By this time, 62 percent of 

American homes are equipped with 
either natural gas or propane. 

1950: The first propane-powered 
buses are ordered by the Chicago 
Transit Authority. By 1958, total 
national propane sales reach over 7 
billion gallons. 

2004: By this time, propane 
grows to be a nearly $10 billion 
industry, with roughly 15 billion 
gallons of propane used annually in 
the United States. 

For more history and facts about propane, 
check out this video: https://youtu.
be/3N3fvA_XkAI

Albany Fun Fly
Photos by Joy Sibayan

Left: Greg Miller and Cheryl Isaacs prepare for lift off on Sunday. Center: When 
Ron Cassidy’s new balloon, Owayee Heights, is stunning when it is backlit. Right: 
Here’s a field not to land in. When the farmer puts in this much effort and diesel 
fuel to plow a field like this you should automatically know landing there would 
not be appreciated. Lower right: A balloon’s shadow over fields in the Central 
Willamette Valley. 
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Knight-N-Gale and Sew Happy II took off together on Sunday at the Albany Fun Fly. Photo 
by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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