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Email:  ExecComm@wasballoon.info

You are now able to join or renew your 
membership in the Willamette Aerostat Society 
(WAS) electronically. 

You can charge it to your credit card. It’s 
as simple as clicking a few buttons on your 
computer! You can still write a check and mail it 
to the treasurer along with your application if you 
choose. (A copy of the application is on page 10.)

If you want to renew via the website 
here’s the link:

https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/

It’s Time to Renew Your It’s Time to Renew Your 
WAS Membership for 2022!WAS Membership for 2022!

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting using Zoom
Wednesday, Novembeer 17, 2021

Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
and 13 additional members.
Activities Director position is vacant.

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p. m. by Shari 
using Zoom on the internet.

2. Moved by Carmen Blakely, seconded by Marianne, to 
approve the minutes of the October 13, 2021 meeting 
as printed in the November, 2021 Newsletter. Motion 
passed.

3. Treasurer’s report — from Dale, as of   
 November 17, 2021.
 2020-2021 Members 73 (42 memberships paid)
 2022 Members 11 (6 memberships paid)
 Checking  $ 488.63
 Savings   105.00
 Cash   7.00
 Total  $ 600.63
Some 2022 (and beyond) memberships have been 
received and are deposited.
Note: Memberships received via the “Square” app cost us 
$0.88 each, so $19.12 is the total amount we receive.

4. Correspondence – 
None

5. News – 
	 1.	Regulatory	–	An	FAA	flight	training	policy	on	
restricting paid experimental aircraft pilot instruction 
came out. There is a bill in congress to remove the 
restriction.
 2. Regulatory – FAA second class medical policy 
NPRM has been published. Instructions for commenting 
are available. Tim Gale led a discussion.
 3. ADS-B discussion was led by Tim, Mark Trujillo 
and Bob LeDoux. There will be a Zoom meeting with 
Adam Magee soon.

6. Events –
 1. Gallup, NM, Red Rock Balloon Rally is 
scheduled for December 3-5.
 2. The WAS Christmas Party will be Saturday, 
December 11 at 1:00 p.m. at Tim and Shari’s.
 3. The 2022 Safety Seminar is tentatively 
scheduled in Jefferson on February 26. Tim wants 
suggestions for topics. He also suggests that crew 
members should participate in the BFA crew level 
program.
 4. Updates and other event information will be in 
the newsletter and on wasballoon.info.

7. Old Business –
	 1.	Officers	for	2022	–	the	election	of	officers	for	
2022 will be held in December. Nominations can now 
be submitted. The election will be held at the annual 
Christmas Party. 
 2. Dues for 2022 are due by January 31. After 
March 31, 2022, lapsed members may be removed 
from the roster and the email list. Online deposit using 
“Square” for memberships is now available, thanks to 
Cory Miller. The funds are automatically deposited to our 
credit union account.
 3. The Aeronaut and Crew of the Year award 
nominations and election will be held starting in January, 
2022, if there are candidates.
 
8. Cory Miller described his recent participation in the 
Page, AZ rally.

9. The next meeting	will	be	the	election	of	officers	at	the	
Christmas Party. The January meeting will it be held on 
Wednesday, January 12 or 19? 

10. Shari adjourned the meeting at 8:01 p. m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice
/signed/dtj/11-24-2021
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Event information in this newsletter is not	to	be	considered	as	an	endorsement	by	WAS,	its	officers,	or	its	members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Saturday, December 11, 2021
WAS Christmas Party
Tim & Shari Gale’s home
See page 6 for more information

January 20-23, 2020
Havasu Balloon Festival
Lake Havasu City, AZ
https://havasuballoonfest.com

February 26, 2020
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Greater Jefferson Community Center
Jefferson, Oregon
Contact: Tim Gale
HABSafety@icloud.com 

March 4-6, 2020
Winthrop Balloon Stampede
Winthrop, WA
For more information:
http://winthropwashington.com/
event/winthrop-balloon-festival

Stay tuned. A lot more events will be 
happening in 2022. More 
information will be posted as it 
becomes available.

You are invited to the annual
WAS Christmas Party!

Saturday, December 11th at 1:00 PM
at Tim and Shari Gale’s home in Albany, Oregon

More details on page 6

See you there!

https://havasuballoonfest.com
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From the editor: Below is a notice copied from the Federal Aviation Administration website regarding the NPRM 
(Notice of Proposed Rule Making) which was issued recently. We have a 60-day period to comment on this 
proposal. It will affect not only the owners/operators of the big ride balloons, but all pilots exercising the privelege 
of a commercial certificate – even those who only take up an occasional paid rider, and/or possibly when taking 
up a paid rider booked through a balloon rally organization. The responsibility and cost of obtaining a Class 2 
medical certificate will be paid by the pilot. There is a link to the NPRM in the first sentence of the article. The 
link to respond to the NPRM is: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-
certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations

FAA Proposes Medical Requirements for Commercial Hot-Air Balloon Pilots
Reprinted from the FAA website —Tuesday, November 2, 2021

WASHINGTON— The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) proposed a rule today requiring commercial 
hot-air-balloon pilots to hold medical certificates when 
operating for hire. The rule would mandate a second-
class medical certificate, the same standard required for 
commercial pilots. 

“Balloon pilots are responsible for the safety of their 
passengers,” FAA Administrator Steve Dickson said. 
“This proposed rule would ensure that balloon pilots 
meet the same medical requirements as pilots of other 
commercial aircraft.” 

Currently, commercial balloon pilots are exempt from 
the medical requirement. In the FAA Reauthorization 
Act of 2018, Congress directed the FAA to revise 
the medical certification standards for commercial 

balloon pilots. The draft rule also addresses a National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendation 
that the FAA remove the exemption.

The FAA in recent years took steps to increase the safety 
of hot-air-balloon tourism by working with the Balloon 
Federation of America (BFA) on an accreditation 
program. The program includes voluntary standards for 
pilots and operators and offers multiple tiers of BFA 
safety accreditation. 

The FAA will publish the draft rule in the Federal 
Register in November, and the public will have 60 days 
to provide comments. After the comment period closes, 
the FAA will review all comments before publishing a 
final rule.

A proposed FAA rule would require balloonists 
operating for hire be held to the same standards as com-
mercial pilots by obtaining a second class medical, and 
would expand BasicMed requirements to include those 
not acting as pilot in command.

According to the FAA, “The benefits of the proposed 
rule include enhanced safety of commercial balloon 
operations through reduced risks of accidents, fatalities, 
and injuries caused by medical impairment of balloon 
pilots.”

Calls for changes to medical standards have 
stemmed from a deadly 2016 crash in Lockhart, Texas, 
that killed 16 including the pilot. Following the inves-
tigation, authorities found the pilot was impaired after 
taking prescription medication and flew the balloon into 
a power line.

Currently, balloon pilots are not required to obtain a 
pilot medical certificate, though they cannot operate if 
they have certain medical conditions. Following the No-
vember 2 notice of proposed rulemaking, FAA Adminis-

trator Steve Dickson said, “Balloon pilots are responsi-
ble for the safety of their passengers...This proposed rule 
would ensure that balloon pilots meet the same medical 
requirements as pilots of other commercial aircraft.”

The FAA’s rulemaking is in line with proposed safe-
ty regulations in the 2018 FAA Reauthorization Act, as 
well as the NTSB’s recommendation that the exemption 
be removed.

While the FAA does not have a database of commer-
cial balloon operators, it estimates there are 356 individ-
ual operators who will be impacted, with nearly 5,000 
hot air balloons registered with the agency.

Pat Cannon, president of the Balloon Federation of 
America, said it remains unclear how the new rule will 
affect the balloon industry, as many balloon operators 
have never had to go through the process of obtaining a 
medical certificate.

“I believe the institution of a second class med-
ical will not be friendly and favorable to a lot of us, 

FAA Proposes Second Class Medical For Balloon Pilots
Reprinted fro AOPA website — November 10, 2021, By Amelia Walsh

Continued on page 6

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.faa.gov/sites/faa.gov/files/2021-11/2120-AL51_Issuance_NPRM_Balloon_Medical.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/newsroom/new-commercial-hot-air-balloon-safety-program
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Ready For The WAS Christmas Party?

The WAS Christmas Party will be here before 
you know it. It is set for 1:00 PM on Saturday, 
December 11. For the first time, Tim and Shari Gale 
have offered to open their home to all WAS members. 
Their address is 1300 39th Ave SW, Albany, Oregon.

There will be a potluck. WAS will supply the 
turkey and the ham. The club will also provide soft 
drinks and water. Members are asked to bring the 
following based on your last name:

A-K = salad or side dish 
L-N = main dish
O-Z = dessert

Gift Exchange

You have the option to participate in the gift exchange or not. It’s strictly 
up to you. 

If you want to participate, bring a wrapped present, one per person or one 
per family. The value should be around $15.00. After dinner, numbers will 
be given to every participant. One gift = one number. The person holding 
#1 will pick a wrapped gift. The person holding #2 has the choice of taking 
person #1’s gift or opening a new one. If a gift is taken from someone that 

person may take a new gift or take 
a gift from someone else. A gift is 
only allowed to be taken three times. 
After that it is “frozen.” Confused? 
Don’t worry, you will have lots of 
people willing to point out a gift is 
“frozen.” That’s part of the fun. The 
number one rule, of course, is to 
have fun. 

There will not be a holiday sock or 
hat competition this year. 

Your ballooning family is 
looking forward to hanging 
out with you during this festive 
season. 

 

but by the same token, would you 
want your family to fly in a 16- or 
18-passenger airliner and you knew 
the pilots up front have never had a 
medical? So, I suppose there is some 
justification for it, especially with 
the large balloon operators.

“Along with that, we’ve had 
people we know who have been 
flying for years and years and years 
that may have conditions that would 
cause them to discontinue their 
flying, at least from a commercial 
standpoint,” he added.

Also included in the proposed 
rule is a provision to expand the Ba-
sicMed requirements to include peo-
ple not acting as PIC—namely, safe-
ty pilots. AOPA supports the pro-
posed change as it will allow many 
more opportunities for individuals 
to gain experience and to maintain 
proficiency. Since its inception five 
years ago, more than 69,000 pilots 
have qualified to fly under the Basic-
Med program while general aviation 
is on track to have the safest year 
ever.

The new requirement would 
not apply to pilots conducting flight 
training in balloons. The public will 
have 60 days to provide comments 
after the proposed rule is published 
in the Federal Register. After the 
comment period closes, the FAA 
will review all comments before 
publishing a final rule.

Again, the link to respond 
to the NPRM is: https://
www.federalregister.gov/
documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/
medical-certification-standards-for-
commercial-balloon-operations

AOPA article on NPRM
Continued from page 5

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/11/18/2021-24141/medical-certification-standards-for-commercial-balloon-operations
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2021 Lake Powell Balloon Regatta, Page, Arizona
Photos by Cory Miller

In November Cory and Angela 
Miller went on a kyaking trip in 
Arizona. When Cory discovered a 
balloon rally was happening in Page, 
just a few hours away, the follow-
ing weekend they decided to extend 
their trip. While Angela crewed each 
day, Cory devoted himself to taking 
photos, except for Sunday when he 
drove the chase truck. Here are the 
the dramatic results of his work.

Angela Miller on the crown line.
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2021 Aeronaut/Crew 
Of The Year Awards

The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s 
Aeronaut Of The Year Award and 
Crew Of The Year Award are annual 
awards presented  to individuals who 
have made a significant contribution 
to the Sport of Ballooning during the 
past year. The Award process is as 
follows:

• Nominations, complete with a 
description of why the Award should 
be given, are received from the Gen-
eral Club Membership by the Execu-
tive Committee;
• Nominations are reviewed for 
appropriateness as defined in the 
Aeronaut/Crew Of The Year Proce-
dures.
• The Award is presented during a 
General Meeting, or other appropri-
ate occasion.
 It is time to consider nominees for 
the WAS 2021 awards.
 Please consider accomplishments 
of your fellow Aeronauts (Pilots and 
Crew) made during the year 2021 
and nominate those you feel have 
made a significant contribution to 
the sport of ballooning. Any WAS 
Member is eligible for nomination. 
In addition, when significant contri-
butions by others have been made, 
they may also be considered.
 Nominations should include a 
description of the Nominee’s ac-
complishments. Nominations should 
be sent, or e-mailed, to Dale Justice 
Outerlimits41@aol.com no later 
than Wednesday, January 5, 2021 in 
order to be considered.
 Thank you,

Your WAS Executive 
Committee

 

More Lake Powell Balloon Regatta Photos — by Cory Miller

mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
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Please Vote!
Now is the time to vote for the 2022 WAS Executive 

Committee. The current slate of officers is listed below.  
They have all graciously offered to serve once again. No 
one is opposing them, but you can write in someone else 
if you choose. The candidates are:

◊  Shari Gale for President
◊  Marianne LeDoux for Vice President
◊  Dale Justice for Secretary/Treasurer.
◊  Write-in candidate (just be sure to list the   

 office). 

Send Dale Justice an email at Outerlimits41@aol.com 
or you can use snail mail (Dale Justice, 2902 E. 2nd 
St., Unit 76, Newberg, OR  97132) to indicate your 
preferences. 

The Results will be announced at the WAS 
Christmas Party, so send in your vote ASAP.

2022 Safety Seminar
Plans are moving forward!

Tim Gale is planning a local safety seminar for the 
beginning of next year. Due to Covid he could not 
hold a seminar this year. The basic details are set, but 
there will be some fine tuning going on in the next few 
months. For now here are the basic details:

Date:  Saturday, February 26, 2022

Place: Greater Jefferson Community Center, 107 N. 
Main Street, Jefferson, Oregon (that’s the same place as 
2019 and 2020.)

Our favorite weatherman will be back. In fact, the date 
for the seminar was set around John Saltenberger’s 
schedule. That’s how much his presentations are 
respected by the local balloonists. Other speakers will be 
announced soon.

Food: We still need someone to step forward to be in 
charge of food for the event. All costs, of course, will be 
born by the seminar. You’ll just be donating your time 
and efforts. 

Be sure to set February 26 on your calendar. 

Saturday, Februa
ry 

26
20
22
 P
ac
if 

c 
Nor

thwest Safety Sem
inar

Time: 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Place: Greater Jefferson 

Community Center, 
Jefferson, Oregon

Put it on your calendar 
today!

Your Input is Needed
on the 2022 Safety Seminar
by Tim Gale

I’m planning a hot-air balloon safety seminar on 
Saturday, February 26, 2022 in Jefferson, Oregon. I 
plan the usual eight-hour program with the Balloon 
Federation of America (BFA) list of subject categories: 

• Weather (presented by John Saltenberger)
• Accidents
• Aeronautical Decision Making
• Flight Operations 
• Crew Decisions in an Emergency

I’d like to hear from you 
What should we cover in the seminar? I need your 

input. Thank you. 
You can reach me at:  timgale2@gmail.com

Something New!

You can charge 
your 2022 WAS 
membership dues 
via this link:
https://www.
wasballoon.info/
membership-ap/

mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:timgale2@gmail.com
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
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Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($20)     ❏  Single or Family ($20)     ❏  Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)    

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We 
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with 
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It 
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out. 

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2022 WAS Membership Application2022 WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are 
two pilots in the family, or if you 
have family members with ad-
ditional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Lake Powell Regatta, November 2021. Photo by Cory Miller. 

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat SocietyWillamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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