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Celebrate!
Celebrate!

Celebrate!Celebrate!
Can you hear a flourish of trumpets in the air? The Willamette Aerostat 

Society has a new Web Master — Cory Miller. He has only been on the job 
for a few days and he is already making changes to the website. Currently, 
he’s concentrating on the Events page. Go to the link listed below for easy 
access to the website.

His help is greatly appreciated. We’ve been using a web service, and 
while she was very competent, she did not have the love of ballooning that 
Cory has developed over the years. 

Our website will be so much better under his care. Thank you, Cory! Cory Miller along with his wife, Angela, at the 
Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival in years gone by.
Cory is the new WAS Web Master.

Get out your calendar right now!
Please put these two virtual meetings down on your calendar:

Wednesday, February 10 at 7PM

Wednesday, March 10 at 7PM

You will not want to miss out on either one! A Zoom link will be sent to all current 
WAS members soon. 

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info


AeroStats February 2021 • Volume 23, Number 2 Page 3

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society

Present:
Shari Gale, President & Newsletter Editor
Marianne LeDoux, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary/Treasurer
Pasha Luber, Activities Director
and 19 additional members.

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p. m. by Shari 
using Zoom on the internet after a brief discussion 
by Barb Iverson concerning this year’s Tulip Festival.

2. Moved by Dale, seconded by Pasha, to approve 
the minutes of the December 9, 2020 meeting with 
a minor editing change from the printed version 
in the January, 2021 Aerostats newsletter. Motion 
passed.

3. Treasurer’s report  — from Dale, as of 
January 11, 2021.

2020-2021 Members  64 (39 memberships paid)
Checking   $ 742.47
Savings   105.00
Cash   7.00
Total   $ 854.47

4. Correspondence – none

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting on ZOOM
Wednesday, January 13, 2021

5. Events – 
1. Safety seminars are available on the internet 

this year.
2. Winthrop – some pilots may attend on 

March 5-7. They will have to pay their own 
way.

3. The Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival will be 
March 9 through May 2. The best flower 
viewing will be in April. There is no 
monetary support.

4. Tigard Festival of Balloons – scheduled for 
June 25-27, 2021.

5. Teton Valley Balloon Rally – July 1-4, 2021.
6. Three BFA sponsored balloon camps are 

scheduled during the summer.
7. Other updates and rally information will be 

in the newsletter.

6. Old Business – PayPal for memberships is still 
being worked on by Dale and Shari.

7. New Business – Shari is working on recruiting 
new and returning members.

8. The next meeting will be on February 10, 2021 at 
7:00 using Zoom. More information will be in the 
newsletter and sent to members by email. The March 
meeting will be on the 10th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom.

9. Shari adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. Zoom 
was continued for open discussions until 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale T. Justice

/signed/dtj/1-15-2021

New Member Recruiting!

Please recruit at least one new 
family to join WAS this year. 

We want our balloon club to grow. 

It’s not polite to keep all the fun to yourself!
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Tigard Festival of Balloons
From an email sent by Cindy Murphy

I hope you are all healthy, happy, 
and hopeful. As we begin to wrap up 
the memoirs of 2020, and jump into 
a fresh new year, we want to make 
sure that you have our tentative 
dates on your calendar, June 25, 
26, & 27th, 2021 at Cook Park in 
Tigard, OR. 

As mentioned, these are tentative 
dates currently due to the governor’s 
restrictive orders. As we get closer to 
the event and the COVID numbers 
continue to decrease (hopefully), we 
will provide you with an update. 

Cheers and be safe!
Cindy

Safety Seminar Options

Due to the pandemic Tim Gale 
announced he will not be organizing 
a safety seminar in this spring. That 
does not mean you are without other 
options. There are two online op-
tions available to you:

The Balloon Training Academy
https://www.theballoontraining-
academy.com/course/2021safe-
ty-seminar/

Great Eastern Balloon Association
http://gebaballoon.org/events/con-
tinuing-ed-seminar/

The 2021 Balloons Over Bend Balloon Festival (http://www.bal-
loonsoverbend.com/) is tentatively scheduled for July 23-25, 2021. A save 
the date message was sent to prospective pilots. In it they said, “While we 
have full intentions of producing the event, please keep in mind that a lot of 
things are up in the air due to Covid-19.  Please save the date and we will be 
in communication as we get information on venues, permitting, etc.”

“Balloons Over Bend will feature three dawn launches and one evening 
night glow in Bend, the balloon festival has grown to become one of the 
largest family festivals in Central Oregon.” 

The launch site will be R. E. Jewell Elementary School in Bend. The 
Bend Night Glow will be held on Friday, July 23 at Central Oregon Com-
munity College. The Redmond Night Glow, set for Saturday, July 24, will 
take place at Sam Johnson Park, in Redmond. 

Application deadline is May 15, 2021. The first five pilots to apply will 
be accepted.

Darren Kling will return as the Balloon Director. 

Balloons Over Bend

After consulting with our presenting sponsor, Columbia REA, P1FCU, and 
the other sponsors that make the Balloon Stampede a success, we feel that 
Mother’s Day weekend is too early to put balloons back in the sky over 
Walla Walla because of the unknowns associated with the virus.  We think 
that moving it to the Fall will give us the time and distance needed to gather 
together for the Stampede.  We will revisit this in a couple of months and, 
hopefully, set a date. 
 
If (when) we go forward, we anticipate some changes, mainly budgetary 
ones.  It’s been a difficult year for businesses and their ability to lend 
sponsor dollars may be impacted.  You’re receiving this note because you 
were on the 2020 pilot list but I can’t guarantee that if we are able to have a 
2021 Stampede the list will look the same.  I’ll do my best! 
 
We appreciate your patience and understanding and look forward to 
getting back with you in a couple of months with more information.  In the 
meantime .. keep staying safe and take care. 
 
Laurie

WWBS Update
From an email sent by Laurie Spencer

https://www.theballoontrainingacademy.com/course/2021safety-seminar/
https://www.theballoontrainingacademy.com/course/2021safety-seminar/
https://www.theballoontrainingacademy.com/course/2021safety-seminar/
http://gebaballoon.org/events/continuing-ed-seminar/
http://gebaballoon.org/events/continuing-ed-seminar/
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com/
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com/
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During the January WAS 
meeting Barb Iverson kindly invited 
local balloonists to fly from their 
property during the upcoming Tulip 
Festival, March 9 to May 2, 2021. 

The map below shows where 
the tulips are planted this year and 
where they want the balloons to 
set up. The yellow box, near the 

You Are Cordially Invited to Fly During the Tulip Festival

2021 Tulip Festival Legend 
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Crew 
Parking

entrance designates the tethered 
ride area. The free flight areas are 
designated by the blue boxes. Crew 
parking will be in the gravel lot 
back by the steam tractors and the 
windmill. 

The festival will only allow 
spectators in via timed tickets. 
This restriction will not apply to 

balloonists — pilots and crew alike. 
Social distancing rules will apply 
around the festival grounds, while 
each pilot will be setting his/her own 
rules for crew members. 

Please note the additional 
information below regarding liability 
releases and red zone maps.

Festival information:
https://www.woodenshoe.com/events/tulip-fest/

As in previous years the Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival organizers require every passenger, crew member, pilot 
and balloon owner sign their waiver of liability. There are no exceptions.

Shari Gale will email forms to as many pilots as possible. She doesn’t have email addresses for everyone, so if 
you see someone out on the field, please ask them if they have release forms with them. If not, please share yours. 
Let’s make this a team effort.

Once the forms are filled out, please put them in the big mail box on the west side of the main building. 
The other important item is the red zone map. The Rose family owns a huge chunk of land east of the tulip 

fields. They are not at all balloon friendly. They do not want anyone landing on their property. There again, Shari 
Gale will send out maps to everyone. Please make some extra copies to take to the field with you in the event 
someone has forgotten theirs or did not receive one in the first place. As always, carry one map in the basket and 
have one in the chase vehicle.

Launch A
rea

Launch A
rea

Launch Area

https://www.woodenshoe.com/events/tulip-fest/
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Mark Trujillo was born to 
become an aviator. He was born in 
Socorro, New Mexico (70 miles 
south of Albuquerque). He attended 
the Fiesta way back in the 1970’s 
when it was held at the Coronado 
Shopping Center, so his introduction 
to ballooning came very early in his 
life.

Mark graduated from New 
Mexico State University with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
A job with Hewlett-Packard brought 
Mark and his family to Oregon. 
He lives in Corvallis, and works as 
a Quality Manager for the Inkjet 
Supplies organization. His role 
is to work with a global staff of 
Quality Engineers at each of HP’s 
manufacturing and packaging sites 
to insure the inkjet cartridges meet 
HP specifications.

He married Kris (his soulmate) 
in 1988. “She is amazing in that she 
has put up with me for over 32 year, 
including agreeing to be the best 
crew chief in the world! We have 
two kids. Kristina, who teaches high 
school math/science in Eugene, and 
Michael who is a lawyer for a non-
profit out of California working on 
the housing crisis in the Bay Area. 
We recently added an addition to our 
family, an Australian Labradoodle, 
named “Wall-e.” ” 

Even though Mark was 

Meet Mark Trujillo
By Shari Gale with a lot of help from Mark

introduced to hot air balloons early, 
he got a fixed wing certificate first. 
“I earned my fixed wing license 
in 1984 while living in Colorado 
Springs. I added an instrument rating 
in 1998, two years after moving to 
the Pacific Northwest. Any guesses 
why I waited that long? Hint: 
temperature/dew point spreads are 
much different in Oregon than in 
Colorado.”

As stated before, Mark had 
a longtime interest in hot air 
ballooning. “I’ve always been 
interested in ballooning since 
attending the AIBF as a kid. I was 
actually quite serious about getting 
my LTA certificate while living in 

Colorado Springs. After having 
purchased a hot air balloon ride 
for Kris as a birthday present, I 
had arranged to look at a balloon 
with the intent of purchasing it. 
As it turns out, we welcomed our 
daughter into our lives, so my 
ballooning obsession was put on 
hold for a few years.”

Mark earned his private LTA 
certificate in 2008, his commercial 
LTA certificate in 2010, his 
instructor rating in 2012, and his 
commercial remote pilot (drone) 
certificate in 2017. 

On top of all that Mark is 
involved in the Civil Air Patrol. “I 
joined the Civil Air Patrol in 2013 as 
a means to further sharpen my flying 
skills while serving my community 
as a search and rescue mission pilot. 
Over the years, I have flown dozens 
of missions such as searching for 
lost hikers in the mountains, locating 
downed aircraft, chasing down 
ELT signals from aircraft (most 
often the result of a hard landing 
or ELT test), and providing aerial 
photographs of airports, dams, 
highways, power lines, coastlines, 
etc. for various government agencies 
in Oregon. This has been the most 
challenging yet rewarding flying for 
me in terms of fixed wing flying. 
I was “promoted” to the Squadron 
Commander for the Salem unit, 

Continued on page 6
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serving in that role for four years. 
Our Squadron in Salem is known as 
a composite squadron, meaning we 
have both adults, and cadets ages 
14-18. I am also a CAP LTA pilot, 
which allows me to provide tethered 
rides to the Cadets as a means of 
supplementing their Aerospace 
Education curriculum. I currently 
am the Oregon Wings UAS (drones) 
Director of Operations, where we 
have a small fleet of drones for 
localized search and rescue, and 
aerial photography missions.”

Not content with just those 
activities, Mark is also a runner. 
He has been running since he was 
in high school. “I’ve been running 
since high school, and boy are 
my legs tired! Okay, there is my 
Dad joke for today. Currently 
I’m training for the Corvallis 
Half Marathon (April) and Pikes 
Peak Ascent in Colorado Springs 
(August). My goal is to run two half 
marathons a year for as long as my 
knees allow!” He also makes home-
brew beer, does woodworking, and 
likes to take things apart. His goal is 
to take it apart, put it back together, 
and have no leftover parts when he 
is finished.

When it comes to ballooning, 
Mark’s favorite parts are the 
making of new friends and seeing 
the expression on the faces of his 
passengers. 

If you’ve never met Mark and 
Kris, be sure to introduce yourself. 
You’ll be glad you did. Nicer people 
cannot be found!

Mark Trujillo
Continued from page 5

Kris Trujillo won a tailgate competition at one of 
the first Loose Goose rallies held in 
McMinnville. She has always been an important 
support for Mark’s endeavors.

The Trujillo’s balloon, iSoar, is a striking pat-
tern. It is always easy to pick it out from a crowd 
of other hot air balloons.

Join us for the next WAS Zoom Meeting

Wednesday, February 10 
at 7:00 PM
In the comfort of your own home
BYOB/snacks

At this point the Balloon Federation of America (BFA) is planning on 
holding their highly successful Youth Camps in 2021. Here’s the schedule:

June 20-25, 2021, High Sierra Balloon Camp, Reno, Nevada

June 22-27, 2021, Southeastern Balloon Camp, Gaffney, South Carolina

July 10-15, 2021, Rio Grande Balloon Camp, Albuquerque, 
                              New Mexico

If you are interested, you can find a lot more information on the BFA 
website.  https://bfa.net/bfa-summer-camps

2021 BFA Youth Camps

https://bfa.net/bfa-summer-camps
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Derek White grew up in Walla 
Walla, Washington. Derek got 
hooked on ballooning a long time 
ago. His family has crewed for our 
own John Kent during the Walla 
Walla Balloon Stampede for around 
25 years. 

In the meantime life happened: 
Derek joined the Air Force. After 
15 years he is now a Master Sargent 
stationed at Hill Air Force Base just 
south of Ogden, Utah. He is married 
to Michelle and they have two 
children, Kylie and Karson. 

Even with all that, Derek still has 
the ballooning “bug.” In December 
of 2019 he was all ready to buy a 
balloon and start training when he 
“got tagged for deployment.” He had 
to delay his dreams for a few more 
months. During deployment he spent 
his free time studying the FAR’s 
and took his written test, which he 
passed in May 2020. He then started 
looking for a used system on line.

Once he got home in June things 
really started to roll. He bought a 
used system that came with two 
fans, and a trailer. The basket was 
in good, serviceable shape, but 
he needed to buy a new envelope. 
Derek opted to buy a new Kubicek 

envelope to fly over his Firefly 
basket. He had fun playing with 
different envelope designs. (I was 
very pleased that Derek was kind 
enough to asked for my option on 
several of those designs.) 

He got his private certificate 
in July 2020. He ordered the new 
envelope in August. It was built at 
the Kubicek factory in the Czech 
Repulic, and delivered on January 4, 
2021. It took until January 16th for 
the first free flight. 

His family named the balloon 
“Alchemy” because the colors 
represent the three elements required 
for flight — earth, air and fire. 

Now, Derek’s goal is to get more 
flying time in, and to get invited 
to balloon rallies here, there and 
everywhere. He knows how to work 
well and play well with others. He 
understands the ballooning culture. 
He will be a real asset at any balloon 
rally. 

Welcome to the ballooning 
community, Derek. Personally, I 
can’t wait to see you and “Alchemy” 
in the Pacific Northwest skies. 

New Balloon in the “Neighborhood” – Sort of
By Shari Gale

Photo of Alchemy’s maiden voyage with Utah’s 
Wasatch Mountains in the background. Photo by 
Doug Sims

The factory sent this photo to Derek to announce 
the construction was complete. 

Here’s a dramatic look of the interior of 
Alchemy. Photo by Doug Sims

Derek , Michelle, Kylie and Karson went up to-
gether for Alchemy’s first flight. 
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2020 has been a long year on 
the ground and with little travel. 
2021 has hope with the vaccine 
for COVID-19 on the way and our 
resumption of flying and gathering 
with friends and events. We need to 
prepare with more than a couple of 
injections. For pilots and crew, we 
need to re-think our processes and 
procedures as they relate to balloon 
operations. The FAA has long been 
an advocate of checklists, perhaps 
we would be wise to embrace their 
advocacy and develop or rebuild 
our own for 2021. Crew can get 
into the program as well. Each 
phase of balloon operation has a 
series of steps with key actions or 
inspections. These key performance 
gauges or activities need to be 
identified on a check-list. For Crew, 
each position during assembly and 
inflation has a set to recognize. For 
pilots, the lists are more numerous 
and the lists longer. 

Many of us that have decades 
of experience keep these lists in our 
habits, not documented. Some may 
have lists from their early years as 
well.

For 2021, let’s consider going 
to pencil and paper, or whatever 
medium you prefer, and write the 
check lists down. It forces rigor and 
allows us to re-check. It also helps 
memorize the steps and resets the 
habit list we’d used for so long.

 
I offer for pilots: 

Weather briefings: 48 
hour, 24 hour, 12 hour and pre-
flight briefings. Be sure to use a 
documented or official briefing for 
the pre-flight. 

Aircraft: consider your annual, 
is it current, fuel and pressure, 
batteries, check on your personal 
equipment list and is everything 
secured for travel. Did you have 
to augment the tank pressure with 

nitrogen or heating? 
Is your chase rig in good order. 

Tire pressure, battery, fuel, are you 
ready to head out for an adventure?

Yourself: Consider the 
IMSAFE list (https://www.
faa.gov/regulations_policies/
handbooks_manuals/aircraft/media/
FAA-H-8083-11.pdf). Are you ready 
to fly? When was your last flight? 
Are you current. Are you within 
the twenty four months of a flight 
review?

 Don’t forget crew: Have you 
arranged for crew to meet, time 
and location? This would include 
passengers as well.

Once you’re at the launch 
site: I assume you perform a crew 
briefing. Have you generated a list 
of key points? Do you have crew 
that’s new to balloons? Special time 
is in order for them. 

Have an assembly list: what’s 
important for your system. Are you 
adding a tie-off line? My three sider 
basket will be different from most 
of the four sider folks. Are your 
flight radios ready, on frequency and 
charged? Be specific. 

Hot Inflation: Are you ready for 
hot inflation, what’s needed for your 
final check? It’s easier now than it 
will be once the envelope is hot.

Another check-list for pre-
launch: What’s to go with you? 
Radios, are they on and on the 
correct frequency and on board? 
Have you made sure with the crew 
chief? Have you briefed your 
passengers? 

In Flight: Now, in flight, are 
there any procedures you need to 
verify? Controlled descent, rapid 
descent, clearing an obstacle, 
landing beyond an obstacle. Each 
sequence can include a series of 
steps and verifications. Then there’s 
fuel management. How do you do it. 
Not all are the same.

Landing: It’s time to land, go 
through the steps for approach. 
What do you have to secure before 
ground contact, What steps to be 
assured you can come to a safe stop. 
Obstructions, power lines, passenger 
briefing, to name a few. 

Once down and stable, 
prepare for deflation: Tarp or not? 
Discharge crew now or on the way 
down? Can you safely vent propane 
from the fuel lines or will you need 
to burn it off. 

Once deflated: crew access 
considerations, drive in or carry out? 
What steps to pack your system and 
load the chase vehicle? Your crew 
may want to think through these 
steps as well. 

Fueling: Then there’s fueling. 
How do you fill the cylinders, 
through a flight manifold, separate 
manifold or directly to each tank. 
How do you vent the liquid in the 
manifold lines once the tanks are 
full. 

Lists, lists and more lists

Yes, that’s a lot of lists, perhaps 
that’s why so many of us find 
ballooning so much fun. The lists 
can be pared to focus on the critical 
points. It’s a real challenge with real 
risks. As we manage those risks, we 
have a very likely positive outcome. 
Of course, as part of the pilot 
pre-flight, be sure illness is not a 
problem. This year, please be serious 
about vaccine and your mask. We’ll 
need to live with them for a while 
still. Let’s do our part to reduce the 
infection rates so we can get back to 
public events.

It’s Been a Long Quiet Flying Year
by Tim Gale

https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/media/FAA-H-8083-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/media/FAA-H-8083-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/media/FAA-H-8083-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aircraft/media/FAA-H-8083-11.pdf
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Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($20)     ❏  Single or Family ($20)     ❏  Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)    

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We 
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with 
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It 
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out. 

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2021 WAS Membership Application2021 WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are 
two pilots in the family, or if you 
have family members with ad-
ditional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Mark Trujillo soars low over a grass seed field in the Willamette Valley in his balloon iSoar.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat SocietyWillamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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