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A huge thank you goes to Jack Loflin for 
arranging a place for us to meet. 

Another huge thank you goes to Garmin AT, Inc. for graciously offering use of their meeting space. 
Meeting location information will be sent to all current WAS members via email prior to the meeting date.

http://www.wasballoon.info
mailto:ExecComm@wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

October 19-23, 2022
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, Washington

Saturday, October 29, 2022
at 2:00 PM
WAS Meeting at Garmin AT, Inc.
2345 Turner Rd. SE, Salem, OR

Salem
Airport

Garmin AT
2345 Turner Rd SE

October/November WAS Meeting To Be Held At Garmin AT, Inc. Building

This will be a very important 
meeting. The future of our 
balloon club is in the balance. 
Please plan to attend.
Directions:
Coming from either north or south, take the 
Highway 22 Exit from I-5. Head west. Turn 
south on Turner Road SE. The Garmin 
building will be on your right.

Do not use the main doors. They will be 
locked. There is a side door to the right of 
those doors. Jack, or another WAS member, 
will be there to greet you and let you into the 
building.

The meeting is set for 
Saturday, October 29th 
at 2:00 PM.
Please plan to attend. We need to hear 
your views/opinions.

A Note from the editor:

This newsletter was delayed by a run in with Covid. I can’t believe 
how it drains all your energy. I want to thank all of you who 
expressed hopes for my fast recovery, and told me they did not 
mind the delay in the September newsletter. This edition now covers 
both September and October. A lot has happened since the last 
newsletter went on line! Happy reading!
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I am very sad to share with 
you all the news that another one 
of our pioneer balloonists, Mick 
Vale, passed away September 12, 
2022 at the age of 85.  His passing 
was on the first anniversary of my 
other great balloon buddy, Portis 
Woolley’s death just last year on the 
same date.

I think Mick went peacefully.  
He had just been transferred from a 
two-week hospital stay, to a hospice 
facility.  During the last month, he 
had suffered from a couple of short 
recent battles with COVID (even 
after getting all the shots). That may 

have impacted his on-going battles 
with diabetes, pneumonia, acid 
reflux, diarrhea, anxiety meds, etc.

I first met Mick and his 
balloonist brother, Nat, in the early 
‘70’s at the Albuquerque event when 
they were buying their first balloon 
from Raven.  I later became 
automatic good friends with them 
both when I ran into them again at 
the Woods Motel, in Indianola, Iowa 
while attending the National Balloon 
Races. They pulled into the motel 
parking lot carrying about 50 cases 
of Coors beer they had picked up on 
the way going through Colorado.  At 
the time, you could only buy Coors 
in Colorado! Over the many years 
while flying balloons with Mick in 
California and Washington State, we 
became good like-minded friends 
and enjoyed each other’s company, 
even though at times we did differ 
on things, hah!  

In recent years, since he did not 
have any family in the Spokane area 
where we lived, we became adopted 
family for each other.  Over the last 
year and half we tried to help him 
out as much as possible with his 
transition from a free life, to one that 
was more restricted in assisted living 
due to his health issues.  I personally 

Remembering Mick Vale
By Gordon Hall

By Tim Gale

All of us have a payload 
calculator in our balloon system 
flight manual. It’s the standard 
approved by the FAA when your 
aircraft received its type certificate. 
While it’s useful, it can be time 
consuming to establish the various 
conditions in which you fly and also 
requires some arithmetic to add up 
the system weight, fuel weight and 
other loads. You’ll also need to add 
the conditions under which you 
model your aircraft. 

Parameters: envelope volume, 
envelope weight with skirt, basket 
weight, burner weight, tank weight, 
fuel weight, equipment weight, 

knew his end of life wishes and he 
certainly did not want to  continue 
his journey on earth the way it was 
recently heading, so he did get his 
last wishes fulfilled to his liking I 
believe.

I understand from his niece that 
he is to be cremated and buried 
in a plot next to his brother, Jay 
Harlan, in Walla Walla, WA.  As 
most of you know, the Vale family 
started the Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede event there that has been 
another one of the longest running, 
continuous events, for the ballooning 
community over the years.  

To honor both him and his 
brother, the family is planning to 
secure a “Forever Wall Tile” for 
them both in the tile wall outside 
the front of the Albuquerque 
International Balloon Museum.  
Therefore, when any of you get back 
there, be sure to stop off and recall 
some great memories you shared 
with them and pay your respects to 
the many contributions they made to 
our great sport over their life times.

Wishing you all many “soft 
landings” in your days ahead.  Enjoy 
it totally since time is sure flying 
by very fast for a lot of the balloon 
pioneers it seems!

Ramp Check, load calculations: HotAir payload calculator

people weight. Then there’s the 
surface air temperature, envelope 
temperature, surface air pressure. 
Beyond that, there’s choices of lapse 
rates and safety factor. Before you 
start, be sure the units are uniform 
for elevation, volume, temperature 
and pressure. Presuming you are 
using an iPhone 6 or later, there 
is a local pressure sensor that 
can establish the local pressure 
(altitude), the pressure you enter is 
the sea level pressure. 

The calculator is designed to 
give you a payload capacity with 
elevation at a specified envelope 
temperature. There are three lapse 

rate choices, 0.0, 3.6 and 5.4 
degrees per 1000 feet. The 0.0 is 
conservative and closer to inversions 
for a few thousand feet, the 3.6 is 
standard and 5.4 is for very dry and 
stable air. The safety factor is useful 
for allowing some maneuvering lift. 
The slide button above the graph 
allows subtraction of the passenger 
and equipment load to display an 
effective loss of lift capacity with 
elevation.

In my case, I have 500 lb of 
people and equipment and a total of 
1020 lb load ready to take off. With 
77,000 cf and 60 dF and 29.92”hg, 

Continued on page 5
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Usually several Oregon 
balloonists show up in Winthrop, 
WA in early March. There’s still 
snow on the ground and it is often 
quite cold. Layers of clothing 
along with hand and foot warmers 
are needed. This year none of the 
Oregon pilots or crew members went 
to Winthrop during the scheduled 
balloon event. Instead Carmen 
Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs, Dale Justice 
and their loyal crew members chose 
to drive up there for the weekend of 
August 19-21. Instead of layers of 
clothing, shorts and T-shirts were 
worn. It was a refreshing change.

The plan was to fly Friday, 

Winthrop in the Summer? Why Not?

Photos by Dale Justice

I have 175 dF at launch and 200 dF 
at 5,000 ft per my manual chart. The 
Hot air app says I have capacity of 
1022 lb at 200 ft and 175 dF and 
1033 lb at 5,000 ft and 200 dF. The 
correlation seems reasonable. 

I did look at the ForeFlight 
Weight & Balance calculator and it 
is useless for aerostatic operations. 
The HotAir payload calculator is a 
tool for estimating density variations 
with elevation and temperature. 

If you have worked through 
its operation and save a base 
calculation, a surprise ramp check 
from an FAA inspector can be kept 
to a short encounter and you both 
will have a better day.

HotAir Payload Calculator
Continued from page 4

Saturday and Sunday. Mother Nature 
decided to make it too windy to fly 
on Friday, but the other two days 
worked out well. Only Carmen and 
Cheryl flew on Sunday.According 
to Dale Justice, “The Sunday flights 
were far more interesting. Carmen 
landed on the side of a hill and had 
to be moved to a small road for pack 
up. Cheryl landed near Lower Bear 
Creek Road in a small, accessible 
field.”

As always, this group of friends 
had a great time together. Who 
knows, they might be back next 
summer.
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Finally! After having the 
Northwest Art and Air Festival 
canceled two years in a row, 
the 2022 version took place as 
scheduled. Everyone involved 
heaved a sigh of relief.

The weather was great on 
Thursday and Friday. 

Thursday the winds took 
everyone north which is unusual. 
Our landowner said her only 
complaint against balloons is that 
they don’t fly her direction nearly 
often enough. Friday was another 
good day. The winds were still 
unusual. Most pilots landed in town. 
Very few made it out into the open 
farm land. 

Saturday was just too windy to 
fly. Sunday only a couple of balloons 
took off. McKenna Secrist and Jack 
Loflin both launched early before 
the ground winds picked up. They 
flew south and landed well south — 
out in the big, cut grass seed fields 
near Halsey.

Saturday’s pilot potluck was 
great. Carrie Thacker and Michael 
Lizalde did a great job cooking 
barbecued chicken, tri tip, and 
sausages for everyone. A big thank 
you goes out to them.

My lasting memory of the 
2022 Albany event will be “The 
Bucket Story.” On Friday morning 
I managed to drive over one of the 

buckets indicating the launch site. 
I put a huge dent in it. (After it was 
placed in the sun the dent popped 
back out, so no lasting damage was 
actually done to the poor bucket.) 
My biggest error was running over 
this bucket in full view of Larry 
Simburger’s crew. They honked 
their horn and gave me a thumbs 
up. From that moment on I knew 
I was in trouble. I drove up beside 
Brent Black, Larry’s crew chief, 
and swore him to secrecy. That 
didn’t go as planned either. Brent 
did not say anything directly to the 
balloonmeister, but while I was 
talking to Chris Whitfield Brent 
walked by and called me Mrs. 
Bucket. That got Chris’s curiosity 
moving, so I had to confess to him. 
Later that morning I walked up to 
talk to Chris again. Tim was with 
me. Chris started flicking me a hard 
time, so I had to confess to Tim. 
Then Chris took it to a new level. 
At pilot briefing on Saturday Chris 
announced a new rule for pilots 
and crew: No destroying Albany 
City property. I could hear all this 
speculation going on around me, so 
I told Chris to just announce to the 
world who had “killed” a bucket. He 
happily complied.

The story does not end there. 
During the pilot potluck Larry and 
Brent gave me a brand-new bucket 
they’d bought at Home Depot. One 
of my own crew members, put all 
her lose change in the bucket. That 
started a trend. By the end of the 
evening I had $7.65 in the new 
bucket.

I brought that bucket to the 
Sunday morning pilot briefing. I 
hid it behind me — or so I thought. 
I could hear plink, plink, plink as 
more people contributed coins. I did 
not count it all again, but I’m sure I 
had over $8 in this $5 bucket. 

At the end of the pilot briefing 
I awarded the brand-new bucket 

After Two Years the Northwest Art and Air Festival is Back!
By Shari Gale

to Chris, who in turn gave it to 
the Albany Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

Since the original bucket is 
just fine, I have no idea what will 
become of the Larry/Brent bucket. 
However, we now have another 
brand-new bucket in our trailer. It 
was given to me by Meghan Miller 
in Boise. She decorated it with 
reflective stickers and the words 
“Bucket Lives Matter.” (It works 
well to transport an open bottle of 
champagne in Ann Morrison Park 
from one picnic bench to another 
without being seen.) 

Michael Lizalde and Carrie Thacker did a 
masterful job cooking for everyone Satur-
day night. 

Jim Churchill, who spent the summer in 
Hawaii, is finally back on the launch field.

Photos by Shari Gale
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Volunteers picked up all the buckets after 
the flight Sunday, but they kept out lucky 
bucket #13, the one that was squished. 

Northwest Art & Air Photos
By Linda Brandt

Jack Loflin was concentrating on getting the 
basket up and over the fence. He did it, of 
course, as can be seen in the photo below.

Devin White inflating Spectra.

Lift off on Friday morning.

The Bucket Saga

Brent Black presented Shari Gale with a 
brand new bucket.

A gift from Meyghan Miller and Joey 
Monier.  

Photos by Larry Simburger & Tim Gale. 
Monte the Black Sheep flown by Greg 
Ashton came to Albany for the first time.
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The Scott Spencer Spirit of 
Boise Balloon Classic was as 
memorable as can be this year. What 
stands out the most is the Night 
Glow. It was beyond — way beyond 
— any night glow we’ve ever 
experienced. Besides the balloons 
the organizers included a drone glow 
show. The theme was life in Boise. 
The finale was a portrait of Scott 
Spencer including his signature. At 
the end he winks at the crowd. It 
was amazing!

We lost only one morning flight 
due to weather. The rest of the time, 
it was perfect.

As for our own flight 
experiences, we chose to skip Kid’s 
Day. It was just too close to the 
Albany rally. Since it takes a full 
day to drive to Boise from Albany, 
we chose to give ourselves two days 
at home before we got on the road. 
From the accounts I heard, Kid’s 
Day was a huge success. One pilot 
told me he took up at lease 70 kids 
on tether that morning.

We arrived in time to fly 
Thursday morning. Tim headed east 
towards the foothills. His landing 
site was Garfield Elementary School 

in Boise. Kids were just arriving at 
the school as Tim touched down. 
We tried to communicate via the 
radios but the screams and excited 
chatter from the kids as they rushed 
up to the basket drowned out the 
transmissions. I dropped off our 
crew and then drove around the 
block to find a way to drive onto 
the field, or at least get as close as I 
could. The staff at the school were 
as enthusiastic as the kids. We asked 
them to choose one class to come 
out once school started to help us 
pack up the balloon envelope. They 
sent out a class of first graders. 
Even though they were “buzzed up” 
they managed to follow directions 
quite well. They helped us stuff the 
envelope in the bag, and then they 
took turns sitting on the bag. Believe 
me, it was very flat by the time they 
were done. 

Friday, we headed north from 
our launch site at Ann Morrison 
Park near downtown Boise. Tim 
made it to the parking lot of the old 
restaurant, Joe’s Crab Shack, which 
is being rebuilt. It’s next door to the 
official motel which was used for 
years. Technically it is in Garden 
City, not Boise. Tim came low over 
an intersection near the on ramp to 
one of the freeways. A Garden City 
detective in an unmarked police car 
was right there as Tim dropped in 
low enough for our crew to grab 
the basket handles. He immediately 

turned on his lights and blocked the 
entrance to the parking lot. “Um, 
do we have a problem officer?” He 
just wanted to make sure we were 
doing OK. He then asked if we had 
to take the balloon down right away. 
He’d called for back-up. He wanted 
a marked police cruiser to join us 
for a photo op. We ended up on their 
Facebook page. 

I asked the cop, Det. Aaron 
Rosen, to write Tim a ticket. He 
wrote a parking violation. The only 
problem was he did not give it to 
Tim! (I wanted to frame it along 
with the ticket Tim got years ago 
for violating Boise State University 
airspace.) 

Saturday, we did not fly. The 
weather seemed OK, but the forecast 
was not very good. The forecasts 
were right. Most of the balloons set 
up for a static display. Suddenly, 
the wind kicked up and instantly 
the balloons went down. We tried 
hard to pull our envelop down in 
the correct direction, Mother Nature 
made sure it went at a 90° angle to 
the east. Later we watched a video 
of the sudden wind burst. All the 
balloons were blown over except 
two, Tiger piloted by Craig Farrell 
(from Australia) and ReMax piloted 
by our own Darren Kling. Once the 
wind calmed down, Darren gave 
tether rides to a bunch of very happy 
kids.

Sunday, we were able to 
take up our Saturday passengers. 
Considering they live in North 
Carolina; it was a blessing we 

Memories Created Every Day in Boise
By Shari Gale

The first graders at Garfield School loved packing up the envelope. 

Continued on page 9
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could get them up. The bonus was 
Sunday’s flight became a Grand 
Launch. All the balloons lifted off 
at the exact same moment. It is a 
spectacular sight, and truly magical 
from a balloon basket. 

Tim 
flew more 
or less the 
same path 
he flew on 
Friday. He 
landed on 
the east side 
of the Boise 
River in 
the parking 
lot he had 
targeted 
on Friday. 
Who should 
join us, 
but the 
same cop 

who greeted us that morning. It was 
his day off. He’d brought out his 
mother, his wife and their two young 
sons. Tim had the boys climb into 
the basket and “ride it down” with 
him. They were fine with that idea 
once they believed the burner was 
shut down. I gave Aaron a bad time 
about not giving Tim the ticket, so 
he has promised to hunt us down 
next year and give him another 
ticket.

As I said in the beginning, the 
Spirit of Boise Classic in 2022 was 
truly memorable. It was memorable 
for all the right reasons! We are 
already looking forward to next year 
— and another ticket.

Boise
Continued from page 8

Tim coming in for his land-
ing in Garden City. 
Photo by Ron Gaylord.

Our encounter with the Garden City Police 
Department.

Much to our dismay Tim did not get to keep 
this ticket. 

The Grand Launch

Friday we took up Jennifer. She owns the 
company who just bought the Express 
Plumbing company balloon seen in the 
background. This was her first balloon ride, 
and it was next to her own balloon which 
had been received just a day or two earlier. 
She was so jazzed! Photos by Shari Gale



AeroStats September/October 2022 • Volume 24, Number 9 Page 10

Boise Balloon Classic Photos
By Amanda Keller

During the Night Glow hundreds of drones flew in formation to 
create art in the sky.

Amanda flew with us on Sunday 
morning during the Grand Launch. 
She, also, got to walk into the Tiger 
balloon. Now she is ready to start 
crewing on a regular basis, but she 
lives in North Carolina! That’s a bit 
far to commute, so we connected her 
to some ballooning friends who live in 
her state. 
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The Great Reno Balloon Race
Photos by Jim Churchill
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Warning very long post ahead! 
But I really want to brag for a 
bit because I did a lot of things 
this weekend at the Great Prosser 
Balloon Rally that I’m really proud 
of. Here are a few of them:

1. Even before the rally, I stood 
up for myself and reached out to 
let the rally know that I didn’t 
feel comfortable flying media 
or volunteers on Friday (not for 
compensation, just to get more 
people in the air). I had originally 
said I would be happy to take 
someone up, but that was before we 
had three no-fly weekends in a row 
meaning I hadn’t flown since my 
check ride 7.5weeks before that. I 
told them we could talk about it for 
Saturday or Sunday.

2. On Friday, I flew my dad, 
step-mom, and 5-year-old brother on 
Friday, as my first ever passengers. 
It was my first flight since my check 
ride on August 1st, it was my first 
flight with my basket under my 
balloon since September 2020, and 
it was my first-time being PIC at 
a rally. I knew my dad wanted a 
longer flight, but my little brother 
was moving all over the place and 
so everyone was kind of shuffling 
around me, and kept blocking my 

instruments so I was struggling 
to figure out what altitudes my 
different layers were at to get in the 
river. I also couldn’t get my crew 
on the radio (the channel was super 
crowded). I was getting frustrated, 
and I looked over my shoulder and 
saw that Mandy Johnson had boxed 
back to the field with consistent 
speed, and I decided that would be 
an amazing option. I could get us 
to a place where landing would be 
super easy, and I knew I could get 
in that wind and do it. So, I did. My 
dad was disappointed it was so short 
and my little brother was slightly 
disappointed, but I think he would 
have been no matter what, because 
I didn’t fly in any of the directions, 
he wanted me to fly (which were 
opposite of the wind). But I was 
so proud of myself for making that 
decision.

3. On Saturday, I flew a random 
rally volunteer who ended up being 
a really cool 17-year-old. We flew 
for a lot longer in some really slow 
winds. I was proud of myself for 
constantly looking for potential 
landing spots as we got into an 
area I haven’t flown before, and 
for using my resources and having 
my passenger checking for roads 
into potential landing spots. There 
was a corn field up ahead with what 
appeared to be some good landing 
spots on the other side. But it was 
really slow, and there were some 
spots that weren’t super ideal, but 
I could have made them work if I 
had to just before the field. So, I 
checked my fuel and I was at like 
45% in one tank and barely off the 
peg in the other, so I knew I had 
plenty, and was like, I don’t need 
to take these crappy spots, I can go 
find something better, and began my 
super slow trek across the corn, and 

found a really great spot directly 
on the other side. I didn’t think 
this was a super big deal. But Scott 
McClinton told me that some people 
get really nervous over corn, he 
apparently hates flying over it, and 
people get themselves into crappy 
situations because of it, and all of 
that would be made worse by having 
a wind so slow that Hot Air said I 
was going 0. I was confused. I told 
him that I didn’t really think about 
it, I had a wind, it was just slow, the 
temperature was consistent because 
the corn was pretty wet, and I had 
plenty of fuel. Scott said that shows 
I have great teachers, which I do, 
because most people wouldn’t have 
checked all of those things. So, I 
guess I should be proud.

4. Also on Saturday, I did my 
first glow. But what was actually 
cool was Scott told me we could go 
hot at the same time, and I did it! 
I would have been up right at the 
same time too, but my crown line 
person was doing a bit too good of 
a job holding me down. I was super 
light for a lot of the glow and pretty 
much hung on the red line while 
Ryan did some of the burning.

5. This morning, inflated with 
the top third of my top out. It made 
me nervous, but I remembered what 
Vic and Mandy told me about just 
needing to dump heat into it to slam 
it shut, but my crown line was either 
too tight or too loose and I was super 
floppy almost burned my balloon, 
but then I realized I had just enough 
heat to stand up if my crew helped 
tip the basket, and so I yelled for 
them to do that and I was able to get 
enough space again to dump more 
heat and tighten up. It was scary, but 
I did it!

6. Also this morning, I was not 

The Great Prosser Balloon Rally: The Perspective of a New Pilot
By Jessica Geib

Jessica, newly minted LTA pilot, recently posted on the Chicks Fly! Group on Facebook. Her enthusiasm, 
honesty and self-reflection are refreshing. She kindly gave permission to reprint her words.

Continued on page 13
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the last one off the field, and my 
husband, Ryan flew with me for 
the first time. It was the first time I 
felt like I was actually intentionally 
navigating. I did some contouring 
just for fun and hit my mini goals. 
Then I almost played in the river, 
but decided not to, I wasn’t sure 
how long I wanted to go down it. 
So, I popped up and flew on. Then I 
saw some people waving at me and 
since my crew was stuck in traffic, I 
decided that would be a good place 
to land. They had sprinklers in the 
front yard and crops everywhere 
else but there was a good driveway. 
I first hit the ground just past the 
sprinklers, bounced and started to 
go back up, and I was like, “I am 
not crossing the road and going into 
that crop!” So I told Ryan to hang on 
because I was going to plant it, and I 
did! Oddly enough, the land owners 
ended up having us layout on top of 
the crop which was alfalfa and they 
weren’t concerned about it.

In the end, I think it all comes 
down to my decision making 
throughout the weekend. I’m proud 
of some of the technical things I did, 
but I’m most proud of making what 
I feel were smart decisions.

Jessica Geib’s Perspective
Continued from page 12

We are “newbies” to the Great 
Prosser Balloon Rally. We’ve only 
be attending since 2007. That very 
first year we asked the organizers if 
they had any media or volunteers, 
they wanted us to take up on Friday 
morning. They told us no, so we 
were walking back to our launch site 
when a woman followed by four or 
five teenaged girls wearing crowns 
stopped us. Her name was Kipp 
Campbell. She was the chaperon for 
the Miss Prosser Court. She asked 
if we’d take up one or more of the 
girls. We said, “Sure!” It’s become a 
tradition from that moment forward. 
I’ve remained Facebook friends with 
several of the girls, and each one has 
told me their balloon flight was one 
of the coolest things they did in high 
school. That always brings a smile 
to my face.

This year we took up two of the 
girls. The third had the opportunity 
to fly with Mandy Johnson in Lindie, 
but turned it down. She wanted 
nothing to do with having her feet 
leave the ground. I can understand 
that, but I feel bad she missed an 
awesome opportunity.

This year we had three great 
morning flights and even the Night 
Glow worked well. The morning 
flights all had light and variable 
wind conditions. One pilot said 
he did not change altitudes at all, 
but changed directions three times 
within less than 10 minutes. 

Splash ‘n’ dashes in the 
Yakima River were common. The 
photographers from near and far 
discovered this rally years ago. They 
stake out a place on the bridge to get 

photos long before daylight. Now 
the kayakers come to town, too. You 
see vehicles with kayaks and paddle 
boards strapped to the roof all over 
the place. Each morning there were 
swarms of kayakers out on the river 
just waiting for the balloons to come 
in close. Motels and restaurants do 
a big business the weekend we are 
there. 

For the first time, Tim landed at 
the “cul-de-sac” Saturday morning. 
At least that is what the local pilots 
call the area. It is a huge field 
owned by the City of Prosser. The 
road that runs beside it has a big 
turnaround at the very end. There’s 
an open gate at that end. We did not 
know that. Neither did several other 
pilots who landed there. All of them 
maneuvered over near the road, and 
the crew members helped them hop 
the barbed wire fence. At least nine 
balloons were lined up on the small 
rural road. Everyone put down in the 
asphalt.

Sunday we went right back to 
that same area. We found the open 
gate so we chose to put down out 
in the field, even though the weeds 
were about three feet tall, with lots 
of seeds ready to follow us home on 
our tarp. Next time we will go back 
to the asphalt. It may be abrasive, 
but it is ultimately the best surface 
for a pack up.

We’ve made a lot of friends in 
Prosser over the years. That’s the 
best part of coming to this rally — 
getting to spend time with positive, 
fun people. We look forward to it 
every year.

2022 Great Prosser Balloon Rally2022 Great Prosser Balloon Rally
                                                  By Shari Gale

Photos in the article by Tanessa Burns, Fly 
High Photography
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Great Prosser Balloon Rally Photos
By Shari Gale

The 2022 Miss Prosser Court Kayaks and balloons are a good mix.

No fence stopped us!

We got a chance, finally, to take up our long 
time crew member, Jenise Connerly. She’s 
crewed for us for over 30 years! Just look at 
that smile!

Dawne Rushkarski showed us the way to the open 
gate on Sunday.
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Great Prosser Balloon Rally Photos
By Dawne Rushkarski

Notice the shadow of Lindie’s arm on Dawne’s 
balloon, Fired Up?

Prosser, Washington has many wineries. 14 Hands just happens 
to make some very good sparkling wine. Dawne found the perfect 
landing site.
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Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name:                                   ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($20)     ❏  Single or Family ($20)     ❏  Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)    

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society communicates via e-mail, the WAS Facebook page and the website. We 
recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you shared with 
other members, please indicate below. Your personal information will never be published on our website. It 
might be shared with other club members if a request is made unless you prefer to opt out. 

❑ Do Not share name
❑ Do Not share address
❑ Do Not share phone number
❑ Do Not share cell phone number
❑ Do Not share e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2022 WAS Membership Application2022 WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are 
two pilots in the family, or if you 
have family members with ad-
ditional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 

You may also join on line. 
The URL is: https://www.
wasballoon.info/member-
ship-ap/

https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
https://www.wasballoon.info/membership-ap/
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover: 
A nice grouping of WAS members; Devin White, Dale Justice and Alan Sanderson, 
during the Northwest Art and Air Festival. Photo by Linda Brandt. 

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat SocietyWillamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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