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I would like 
to welcome 
Shari Gale as 
our newslet-
ter editor. Of 
course many 
of you know 
Shari and her 
husband Tim 
as owners of 

the beautiful balloon, Checkmate. 
I’m told that Shari has already had a 
stint at the helm of the 45th Parallel 
and Northwest Ballooning Associa-
tion newsletters, and I appreciate her 
willingness and time to pull together 
this newsletter. As our flying season 
kicks-off, please consider writing 
up short articles of your flying and/
or crewing adventures and sending 
them to Shari. For those of you on 
Facebook, please consider posting 
your ballooning photos there, as with 
your permission, it makes it easier 
to grab your photos. Of course credit 
will always be given.

Your Executive Committee 
(EC) met this month, as we try out 
our new meeting format of host-
ing member meetings every other 
month (our next member is in April). 
If you would like to submit a topic 
for discussion during the Executive 
Committee meetings, please contact 
any EC member. We welcome your 
input!

First topic of discussion was the 
hosting of pilot bios on the WAS 
website. Due to technical constraints, 
we decided to post pilot bios in the 
public portion of the WAS website.  
Pilot bios may be submitted to Cory. 
He will be sending out guidelines for 
submittal so that the bios have the 
same look and feel. Please take a few 
minutes to create a bio, as it would 
be nice to have these on our website. 
This is of course optional.

We will be hosting a BBQ during 
the pilot registration for the Tigard 
Festival of Balloons. The date of the 

BBQ is Thursday, June 24th. WAS 
will be supplying the goodies, but 
we need some volunteers to help 
out with the cooking and clean-up. 
Please contact Sandy Grove if you 
are interested. I’ll be there flipping 
the burgers, so stop by and say hi. I 
believe I have met most WAS mem-
bers, but there are still a few unfamil-
iar names on the roster. 

I am happy to announce that the 
WAS Executive Committee all voted 
in favor of launching a scholarship 
program to send an area (Oregon/
Washington/Northern California) 
youth to either of the BFA summer 
camps. The teen that is chosen to 
receive this scholarship will have the 
choice to attend either the camp in 
Texas or Michigan. Full details may 
be found on the WAS website. Please 
consider donating to this worthy 

WAS President’s Letter
cause, as I truly believe this is an in-
vestment in the future of ballooning. 

Our meeting in April will focus 
on the process to strengthen land-
owner relations in the Albany/Jef-
ferson area. This process has been 
developed by the landowner sub-
committee and I’m sure that you’ll 
find this information useful and inter-
esting. The meeting will take place at 
Bullwinkles. 

Finally, I wanted to mention that 
the calendar on the WAS website has 
now been updated to include flying 
events for the 2010 flying season. 
Please let us know if we missed 
including any event. You can access 
the calendar by clicking on the “Cal-
endar” link from the home page.

Gentle breezes,
Mark

2010 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Mark Trujillo  Justin Luber

Secretary / Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Jason Fast  Shari Gale

 
Youth Programs Activities
Cory Miller Sandy Grove

Community Relations Webmaster
To Be Appointed Cory Miller

WAS Web Site FORUM Information
www.wasballoon.com subscribe email:
 downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

Want to contact a WAS officer? Go to the WAS web site for easy e-mail access. 
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What have I 
done? 

I just volun-
teered to replace 
Cory as the WAS 
newsletter editor. 
What was I think-
ing?

Even though I have known some 
of you for over 30 years, I’ve been a 
low-key member of WAS. With that 
in mind, I feel like I should introduce 
myself.

My husband, Tim, and I bought 
our first balloon, BasketCase, in 
1980. Soon after that I volunteered to 
be the newsletter editor for the 45th 
Parallel Aerostat Squadron, the local 
balloon club at that time. Eventually 
I added on the newsletter for the now 
defunct regional balloon club, North-
west Ballooning Association. Doing 
two newsletters that overlapped so 
much was a real challenge at times, 
but I managed. Well, I stuck with it 
anyway. I stayed on as newsletter 

Tim & I own Checkmate. He flies 
and I socialize. Our first rally of 
the season will be the Walla Walla 
Balloon Stampede. I hope to see you 
there.

Introducing the newest AeroStats Editor: Shari Gale
editor for over 10 years.

My very first newsletters were 
composed on a typewriter, with no 
photographs and hokey hand-drawn 
graphics. Eventually, we bought 
a Macintosh computer, and a dot-
matrix printer. I started using page 
layout software — PageMaker ver-
sion 1.1. Things were a lot better, 
but I was still pretty limited in what 
I could create. The publication was 
still printed in black and white and 
mailed out to everyone. I laboriously 
folded, stapled and mailed each and 
every newsletter. 

Things have changed a lot in 
those 30 years.  I was often frustrated  
that I could not print beautiful bal-
loon photos in the newsletter. After 
all, what more dramatic subject mat-
ter could any newsletter editor wish 
for? 

Now, finally, I will get to play 
with color graphics, color photos and 
so much more.  

What was I thinking? 
I was thinking the WAS newslet-

The Iverson family, owners of the Wooden Shoe Bulb Company, 
are offering you the opportunity to launch from their fields

during the
 

Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival 
March 25th - April 25th

 
They expect us, so no need to call ahead. 

Just come and have fun.

We are welcome to fly weekdays and weekends.
The launch field is the grass field on the west side of the tulip 

fields. Come in main entrance then drive to the back parking lot.  
Be extra careful as the fields are wet and soft. 

Avoid driving in the fields. You can back right to the edge and keep 
vehicles/trailers on the parking surface.

This is a non-sponsored fun fly.  
Please be mindful of the general public when doing your 

post flight celebrations.

ter is going to be a lot more fun to 
produce!

Please Contribute
One thing has not changed: The 

newsletter will only be as good as the 
content. When I was editor before I 
received a lot of contributions from 
fellow balloonists. 

AeroStats needs to be a collabora-
tive effort as well. I plan to “harvest” 
balloon photos and stories from my 
Facebook friends, but that’s not your 
only way to communicate with me. 
Feel free to send contributions to my 
WAS e-mail address:

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Or you can even send your con-
tribution to me via snail-mail at:

Shari Gale
P. O. Box 723
St. Helens, OR  97051

Thanks! Your help will be greatly 
appreciated.
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Remembering Harry Wilcox
One of the Pacific NW’s Pioneering Pilots
by Shari Gale

Recently one of the area’s original 
balloonists passed away. His name was 
Harry Wilcox. Anyone who ever had the 
chance to get to know Harry will have a 
story to tell about him. 

One of my most vivid memories of 
Harry happened while he was tethering 
his balloon at Portland’s Water Front Park 
in about 1979 or 1980. He had a long 
line of people who wanted a tether ride. 
People were waiting for a little over two 
hours to go up on a short tether ride. (Bal-
loons were a real novelty in those days.)  
A local street person who was under the 
influence kept staggering up to the bas-
ket to beg a ride. The guy was carrying a 
huge salmon — a odiferous, decaying salmon. Harry fi-
nally told the guy he’d give him a ride if he would throw 
the fish back into the river and then leave after the ride. 
The guy tossed the fish, Harry took him up, and not one 
person in that long line objected to the fact that the guy 
had jumped ahead of them!

Mary Shinn, Spokane, Wash., who has known Harry 
longer than just about anyone, wrote the following: 

Harry gave me four hours of instruction and claimed 
that was three and a half more hours than he received! 
I purchased his Semco Model T in 1976. This was the 
balloon with the canvas wrap-around basket, the top 
that sometimes failed to open, and the notorious pilot 
light that blew out just when you really really needed to 
burn. I know I overpaid for this balloon, but Harry had 
a charming sales pitch and a strong desire to get every 

Harry Wilcox, Scott Spencer, and Forey Walter in 1978. Photo by Carol Blunk.

Harry in early 1980’s. Photo by Shari Gale
Harry at Balloons Over La Bois in early 
1980’s. Photo by Shari Gale

“Sheriff” Harry arresting Charlie Sundquist at Elko, 
Nevada rally in early 1980’s. Photo by Shari Gale

Lord’s Magic: Harry’s 
balloon. Photo by Carol 
Blunk (1978)

dime possible from me. One 
thing he taught me was to never 
panic, and this advice proved 
invaluable in all sorts of situa-
tions, both in the air and on the 
ground. 

Harry Wilcox and Bill Kar-
ras were two bigger-than-life 
characters that marched through 
my life and I called them both 
friends. They both lived life to 
the fullest and sometimes on the 
edge. I have lots of pictures of 
Harry and he had a big grin in 
every one. I’ll miss him. 
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April 2010

March 25 - April 25
Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm Fun Flights
Woodburn, Oregon
Website: http://www.woodenshoe.com

May 2010

May 7-9
36th Annual Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
Contact: Walla Walla Chamber of Commerce
509-525-0850
http://www.wwvchamber.com

June 2010

June 4-6
Liberty Bank Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: 541-323-0964
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com/

June 25-27
Allstate Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
Contact: Jim Smith, 503-590-4632
http://www.tigardballoon.org/

July 2010

July 3-4
Madras Balloon Rally
Madras, OR
Contact: Greg Miller
503-510-7835 or wasprez@msn.com

July 9-11
Rogue Valley Hot Air Balloon Rally
Medford, OR  
Contact: Larry & Teresa Sprague, 541-664-1862
http://www.rvballoons.com/

August 2010

Saturday, August 14, 2010
Valley View Air Show
Rock of Ages, McMinnville, OR
Contact: Sheila, 503-472-6212
Email: sheilas@onlinemac.com  

August 21-22
Loose Goose III
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, dayshancock@aol.com

August 27-29
Nortwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Rebecca or Cathy, 541-928-4911
http://www.cityofalbany.net/parks/nwaaf/

September 2010

September 6 (Labor Day)
Jefferson Fly-Out 
Jefferson, OR
Contact: Marianne LeDoux, 541-327-2907

September 10-12
3rd Annual Quincy Valley Balloon & Wine Festival
Quincy, Washington
[Invitation Only Event]
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 509-787-3795

September 10-12
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Dixie Craig, 775-826-1181
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 24-26
Independence Hop & Heritage Festival
Balloon Fly-Out
Independence, OR

What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond
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What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond

September 2010, continued

September 24-26
Montague
Montague, CA
Contact: Terri Ratkoviak
tmratkoviak@msn.com; 530-467-3547

September 24-26
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Contact: Kelly Carlson
509-786-4134
kellyde57@hotmail.com

September 24-26
Ruby Mountain Balloon Festival
Elko, NV
Contact: Donna Engdahl, 775-478-1363
Email: dendahl@frontiernet.net

October 2010

October 15-17
Grant County Balloon Festival
John Day, OR
Contact:  Sharon Mogg, Grant County Chamber of Commerce, 
541-575-0547;  gcadmin@gcoregonlive.com

Looking for a Few Good Flippers
Also Setters, Clean-uppers, and General Doers

At the Allsate Festival of Balloons in Tigard on Thursday evening, June 
24th, WAS will be hosting a BBQ. We will be hosting out of town 
balloonists, and we want to put our best foot forward. Plus it will be a 
fun get-together for all of us. 

We need WAS members to step up to help make this event happen. 

If you can flip a burger, or setup, or clean up or help in any capacity, 
please contact Sandy Grove:   Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net.

Achievements

BFA Crew

Level 1

Level 2
Marilyn Barnhart

Level 3
Carmen Blakely
Craig Brunson

Kathleen Brunson
Jim Smith

Edie Stoaks

BFA Pilot

Level 3
Sandy Grove

Level 4
Ron Grove

Level 8
Roger	Anderson

Koh	Murai

FAA Wings

Basic

Koh Murai
Jim Smith

The Wings has changed. 
Please let us know what 
level you have earned in 

the new program.
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WAS Meeting Schedule for 2010

MEETING TYPE LOCATION TOPIC

Tuesday, April 10, 2010 
General Meeting

Wilsonville Landowner relations 
committee report

May 9, 2010
Executive Board Meeting
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

Tuesday, June 8 (normal) 
-or-
Friday, June 26 
(during Tigard Festival) 
General Meeting

Wilsonville or Tigard Maintaining your balloon 
with Alan Sanderson
Balloon Style Jeopardy
Men vs. Women

July 13, 2010 
Executive Board Meeting
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

Tuesday, August 10, 2010 
(normal) 
-or- Saturday, August 21 
(during Loose Goose III)

Wilsonville or McMinnville Crew topic by Cory Miller

September 14, 2010
Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

Tuesday, October 12, 2010
General Meeting

Salem??? ATC Radio Communica-
tions
Guest Speaker

November 9, 2010
Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

Christmas Party Dinner TBD Christmas Party!!!
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Call to Order, March 8,2010 
Teleconference E-board meeting

President Mark Trujillo called meet-
ing to order at 7:02 PM.

Previous months meeting minutes 
approval. Motion: Cory. Second: 
Shari (and others). Passed unanimous

Roll call of executive officers
Present
President, Mark Trujillo
Vice President, Justin Luber
Secretary/Treasurer, Jason Fast
Past President/Web Master, Cory 
Miller
Newsletter Editor, Shari Gale
Activities Director, Sandy Grove
Landowner committee member, Ron 
Grove

Agenda

• 1. Welcome to Shari Gale, 
our new Newsletter Editor

• 2. Website update
Problems- Cory will continue with 
web master duties as a prospective 
candidate did not have the needed 
resources to enter the position at this 
time.
Bios- Pilot Bios will be posted on the 
public portion of the web site at this 
time because of the involved proce-
dure to do it members only.

 It will be the pilot’s option to 
do a bio. A bio template will be made 
to give standardization to bios.
 Motion by Mark, To Solicit 
Pilot Bios for use on Public domain 
of Web site. Second by Shari. Passed 
Unanimous

• 3. Tigard BBQ
Discussion that we will be doing 
Tigard BBQ. Will announce and 
April meeting and newsletter for help 
needed. Sandy will have the lead on 
this event.

• 4. Close on Dues
Dues have closed for inclusion in 
the posted roster as of March 8.
 Discussion of prorating dues 
later in the year.
 Mark will draft and discuss 
dues option by E-mail. Motion by 
Cory to close membership for post-
ing in the roster. Mark second. 
Passed unanimous

• 5. Landowner committee
Mark gave committee overview
 Working on land owner rela-
tions between Jefferson and Timber-
linn Park Area was divided up for 
door-to-door contacts.
 Jason discussed his door-to-
door experiences
 Spent a lot of time working on 
it last Saturday but were not very 
productive at making contacts. Hop-
ing or positive response from Wade 
Cox which farms a lot of the area.
Ron Grove- Have some positive 
contacts. Kizer farms was very posi-
tive receptive, he hosted the Thurs-
day pre-Albany festival fly out. Other 
positive feed back.
 There is one confirmed red 
zone.

• 6. BFA Balloon camp
Much discussion on details. We 
well try and sponsor a West Coast 
person if not Oregon. A 300-word 
essay application for ages 13-17 will 

be due by April 15, 2010. We will try 
and raise the $395 camper fee. Trans-
portation is up to contestant.
Motion by Mark to Proceed with 
project as above. Second by Cory, 
unanimous

• 7. Safety Seminar 2011
Discussion of ideas
Laura is good with transferring the 
lead on this and assisting. The inter-
ested group includes, Mark, Cory, 
Tim Gale, Laura and other assistants

• 8. Good of the Order
a - Discussion on member not happy 
when not invited to a private rally.
Conclusion, if it is not a WAS spon-
sored event, the private rally organiz-
er is a liberty to do and invite as they 
so chose. If it is a WAS sponsored 
event, all members are welcome.

b - Discussion on having members 
call in on E-board teleconference. 
Inclusion on conference call would 
be difficult unless very limited.
Conclusion was that members can 
E-mail or talk to E-board members 
at anytime. Adequate time at general 
meeting should be available for any 
questions or concerns.

c - Cory had a request from a person 
for member access that was not a 
member. This E-mail address was 
familiar to Cory so he researched the 
address and determined this person 
had a history of bad conduct relat-
ing to ballooning. This is not a local 
person and the E-board determined 
it would not solicit or encourage this 
membership; we will politely dis-
courage it if the need should arise.

d - Question by Shari on her leeway 
on the newsletter. E-board agreed the 
newsletter was hers and she had free 
rein.

e - Discussion on some new techie 
stuff for E-board conferencing.
Motion to Adjourn, Mark.  Second, 
Cory at time 8:40 PM.

By Jason Fast, WAS Sec./Treas.

Secretary/Treasurer Report

Treasurer’s report

Beginning balance $1,103.92
Deposits  000.00
Debits  -$35.82 
[Land owner meeting food]

Ending Balance  $1068.10

Encumbered amounts  
BFA convention delegate $195.00
Approx. Tigard event BBQ $150.00 
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Crew

Chief
 Corner

by G
ordon SchwontoSk

i

    
                            Every pilot and   

  crew chief has faced   
  the same perennial  
 question: where can I find       
great crew for my flights? As always, 
be careful what you wish for because 
you just might get it. And make sure 
you’re asking for exactly what you 
want!

First things first. “Do you know 
anyone who can crew?” is impossi-
bly vague. Know what kind of crew 
you’re looking for, then screen and 
match carefully. Do you need extra 
hands or a full-blown crew chief to 
lead your crew? For casual flights, 
someone to simply load your fan and 
responsibly drive your truck while 
you radio directions may be fine. For 
paying passenger flights, someone 
with much more skill and experi-
ence as well as diplomacy and tact 
is essential. For a high-profile or 
higher-risk flight, you’ll want some-
one at the top of their game. Match-
ing a crew member’s experience to 
your flight needs is essential, and you 
don’t want to burn out or waste that 
top-notch crew on repeated pleasure 
flights. Mix up flights for them and 
definitely save them for your must-
have flights. 

Also consider what qualities you 
want in your crew. Warm and vertical 
isn’t enough. Dependable and trust-
worthy are musts. A quick learner 
who’s reasonably fit and healthy 
with some basic skills (listens and 
follows directions well, reads maps, 
safe driver, etc.) is invaluable. Add 
motivated or self-starting, observant, 
diplomatic, adaptable or flexible, 
and smiling and you’ve got a train-
able crew member worth their weight 
in gold. It’s then up to the pilot and 

           Finding Great Crew
WANTED: person to lift and (dis)assemble heavy equipment in highly 

unstructured environment and mosquito-filled fields. Hours: chilly pre-dawns 
and sweaty evenings, change daily, often short notice. Pay: little or nothing. 

Call L-OVE-CRE-WING to apply.    

crew chief to teach basic technique 
and safety.

Next consider what you can offer 
in return. Don’t immediately think of 
cash- hundreds of crew have vol-
unteered free of charge for decades 
– but don’t dismiss it either. Crew 
will keep coming back (even beg 
to go out flying) if they feel valued, 
challenged, involved, and happy 
with their experience. Occasional 
bad experiences – weather-outs, 
landowner issues, or flight mishaps 
– usually don’t deter them. Keep in 
mind they’ve rearranged their lives to 
go “on hold” for your flight and have 
invested time, money, effort, and 
emotion in your sport . Weather-outs 
can mean a huge inconvenience and 
loss for them, even though a pilot 
may merely reschedule. 

For regular or above-and-beyond 
crew, match their motive and efforts 
with their rewards. Occasional crew 
might be ecstatic with tailgating, 
dinner, or just the experience and a 
thank-you. Hobby crew may like a 
flight or travel to a weekend festival. 
An aspiring student pilot may trade 
crewing for flight time or training. 
But don’t expect a reliable profes-
sional to make a commercial pilot 
money for nothing. Ask around for 
going rates for flights, tethers, or 
commercial jobs. And be mindful – 
as elsewhere, you get exactly what 
you pay for.

Two words of advice here. First, 
great crew are trained, not born. It’s 
up to YOU to invest your expertise 
in creating great crew from who you 
have. A high-profile corporate pro-
gram can be successfully run with 
a skilled crew chief and no one else 
but local first-time crew. Second, you 
have to ask for crew. Much of bal-

looning – especially details on crew-
ing – is a mystery to non-balloonists. 
Most aspiring crew don’t know 
where to go, look, or sign up – you 
often need to make the first move and 
extend the offer.  

So who do you ask and where 
do you go? Start with those around 
you and maybe even those already 
involved. Spouses, significant others, 
family, and friends already support 
you in life and will likely help, at 
worst trying it a few times. Co-work-
ers and colleagues may be curious 
about what you do after hours and 
want to try something different them-
selves. The opportunity for reinforc-
ing or forging new relationships here 
is tremendous.

Don’t, however, overlook your 
immediate flying circles. As eco-
nomic conditions have made some 
occasional crew more unavailable, 
more pilots are acting as crew chiefs 
for other pilots. The benefits include 
instant experienced balloonists 
(many crew, however, caution that a 
pilot certificate doesn’t equal crew 
skill proficiency), another set of pilot 
eyes/hands, good availability, and 
returning the favor when in a jam. 
Occasionally, other pilot’s crews may 
also be worth a shot. Far from being 
“stolen” or “loaned” like products, 
crewing for another pilot can sharpen 
and refresh crew outlook on tech-
nique, equipment, and safety. Like 
travel, it’s useful to broaden flying 
experience and perspective.

Opportunistic encounters may 
prove fertile ground for finding 
new crew too. Passengers, specta-
tors, sponsors, and media may “get 
hooked” once they see a balloon up 
close and want to have more memo-
rable experiences once their first is 
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over. Landowners and crowds that 
gather on launch or landing have 
already pre-qualified themselves as 
interested. Constantly “shop” and be 
on the lookout for new crew; you’ll 
know who stands out by the kinds of 
questions they ask. Be ready to invite 
them out to see what crewing is 
about; have a business card, trading 
card, phone number/email address, or 
other contact info ready and ask for 
the same. 

Events will parade the maximum 
number of potential crew directly 
past your basket. School presenta-
tions excite both adults and kids alike 
and often result in paid rides, new 
launch sites, and even crew. Put up 
a “Crew Wanted” sign and sign-up 
sheet on your basket. Weekend fes-
tivals often have a pool of volunteer 
crew you can draw on; with care, 
you can often keep crew this way for 
years. Take advantage of weather-
outs when you can set your basket 
up for the crowd; your ONLY goal 
here is to introduce others to balloon-
ing, and there’s always someone who 
wants to come back and see you fly. 
These potential crew have already re-
hearsed scheduling their day, arriving 
on time, and dealing with weather 
– the odds are already in your favor. 
Setting up for or flying out of pa-
rades, community and sports events, 
and especially fundraisers for non-
profit groups always brings out those 
who want to get involved and help 
and may provide some good bites.

For immediate though somewhat 
unpredictable results, direct outreach 
is the answer. Some pilots place 
classified ads for crew with mixed 
results. Others ask propane workers 
or those with other flying interests 
(at airports, for example) to come on 
out. Consider the demographics or 
professions you’d prefer. Ride opera-
tors often put the word out among 
young adults and high school/college 

students. Firefighters, realtors, and 
local delivery drivers bring built-in 
perks; many don’t need a map, know 
a county’s worth of landowners on 
a first-name basis (when you don’t), 
and can deliver results under pres-
sure in unstructured environments. 
And when you find that new crew 
member, let them know they can 
later bring a friend who’s interested 
as well.

Perhaps your best results could 
come from offering a mini-course 
in ballooning through your local 
community college. A few hours on 
several weekday evenings or Satur-
day mornings has led to new crew, 
passengers, student pilots, launch 
and landing sites, and much more 
for pilots who’ve done this. Imagine 
the change and growth in ballooning 
if just half of active pilots did this – 
and got paid for it too!

Wherever you find new crew, 
be honest with them about what to 
expect and what is expected. Don’t 
overhype the excitement or perks 
you’re offering for their efforts, and 
don’t minimize or omit the bummers 
including 4AM phone calls, sweaty 
labor, and weather-outs. You’d ex-
pect nothing less if the tables were 
turned, and being prepared means no 
unpleasant surprises. 

Recruitment always takes more 
time and effort than retention. Keep-
ing good crew is much easier than 
starting fresh or over. Keep a list of 
a dozen or so crew you can call on 
so you’re not caught empty-handed. 
Fly enough to keep those interested 
involved or they’ll find another pilot 
or recreation. Treat your crew with 
respect; they’re not only keeping 
you aloft, they’re keeping you and 
everyone around you safe. Give them 
every reason to keep coming back 
and as few as possible not to. 

There’s no magic bullet for find-
ing great crew for every flight, so 
start thinking where your next crew 
will come from. Each crew will vary 
in their motivation, skill, energy, 
and fun levels – allow for that. But 
there’s also no reason you can’t 
have all the qualified crew you need 
to pull off your next flying season. 
It’s up to each pilot and crew chief 
to build a solid crew base. Make it 
last by remembering you’re build-
ing long-term relationships that will 
pay off long-term for everyone with 
many priceless intangibles beyond 
crewing service.
  
Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon 
Crewing Essentials” available 
through the author.

Crew Corner
Finding Great Crew
continued from page 6

Happy Birthday
Jesse Rafn  4/2
Sandy Grove  4/8
Chris Whitfield  4/14
Alan Brandt  4/19
Carol Whitney  4/20
Maria Spiering  4/22
Bob LeDoux  4/25
Jerry Gobet  5/1
Derek Hancock  5/3
Mary Gobet  5/12
Carol Cullison  5/12

Put A Smile On A 
Local Kid’s Face

We have the chance to send a 
local teen to a BFA Youth Camp 
this summer. The WAS Executive 
Committee has set up a scholarship 
program.

To get this scholarship off the 
ground all we need is a donation 
from you. Any amount will help 
make a difference by offering a local 
teen the opportunity of a lifetime!

Send your donation to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, OR  97338
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2010 Winthrop Balloon Rally
photos by Dale Justice
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Flying the Tulip Fields
How many pilots does it take to put up 

a balloon? Tim Gale found out on Saturday, 
March 20th at Wooden Shoe Bulb Company 
fields. Answer: Three (Jerry Gobet, Jim Smith 
and Tim). Checkmate flew for over an hour 
and stayed over the tulips the entire time. Tim 
landed within 100 yards of where we launched.

Mary & Jerry Gobet and Jim Smith

Tim & Andrew Gale

More Winthrop Rally Photos
photos by Gail Simburger
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Meet Saranyu
Carrie Smith named her new balloon 

after the Hindu mythical Goddess of Dawn. 
She could not wait to fluff the colors, so they 
drove to Walla Walla, Wash. for the inaugural 
flights. Carrie was blessed with three days of 
flying on March 19, 20 and 21. 

Welcome to the skies Saranyu!

SPRING IS HERE!
No time to wait — plant your seeds now to have
your dream in full bloom this flying season!!

Take full advantage of the best tools available to help your balloon 
garden grow! Swing on over to Lindstrand Balloons... we’ll help you 
sort through the weeds and overgrowth to uncover the best add-on’s, 
upgrades and extras to make your garden an award winning 
experience, worthy of the best garden tours.

At Lindstrand Balloons, whether it’s the X-series or the A-series, a 
56 or a 105, a special shape or a hopper, our systems come complete, 
fully equipped and ready for the first flight of this season and for many 
seasons to come. The only things you need to add are fuel, friends 
and fun!

Don’t get caught behind the season’s rush — choose Lindstrand for 
your next hot air balloon system or envelope and start 
making hay while the sun is shining!!

Call your local Lindstrand Dealer today for the latest offers and deals! 
Plant your seeds now to get your dream to bloom this summer!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-9696
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For Sale

Fan for Sale: 
5 hp Briggs and Stratton Engine. 21 inch 
wood prop, complete tune up one year ago (a 
$59 value). It’s great for a small balloon or as 
a second fan for more prompt inflations. 
Located in Salem, OR.
 $150.00
 Greg Miller
 503-510-7835

1986 Aerostar stretch basket. 468 hours. Newer 
foam bolster cover, poly skid liners, stainless steel 
corners. Last annual 5/08. Two 20 gal. stainless steel 
lay-down tanks with covers and heaters. 
Double HP-2D

Ron Grove, 7th Heaven Balloons
Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net
503-363-4200

Basket/Burners for Sale:
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For Sale

Sandi Meacham’s balloon and all associated equipment is for sale! 
Asking price: $5,000 (or best offer) for everything 

Balloon Works Firefly 8B envelope (“as is”), built in 1987, last flown in 2006. 
Basket is in good condition, with new hoses in 2006. Mirage burner
Miscellaneous equipment: 
 24” Tempest Fan (GX240 8.0 HP)
 Balloon Works tether harness
 rain cover
 spare fabric
 radios, tarps
 helium tank

Contact:  Sandi Meacham, Wannago@web-ster.com, 503-982-2750
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Summary of Changes
Wings — Pilot Proficiency Program

(Released in March 2010)

Before the Change After the Change
Access to the automated WINGS Program is 
confusing

An entirely new intuitive and user-friendly com-
puter interface has been implemented

The three levels of WINGS are: WINGS Basic 
Phase, WINGS Advanced Phase, and WINGS 
Master Phase

The three levels of WINGS are renamed: 
WINGS, Advanced WINGS, and Master 
WINGS

Each Phase can be earned only once every 12 
months

Users can earn multiple Phases in each Level, 
such as WINGS Phase I, WINGS Phase II, 
WINGS Phase III, etc.

Individual tasks expire exactly 365 days after 
the completion date

Individual tasks expire on the last day of the 
month, 12 calendar months after the comple-
tion date

A Phase of WINGS expires as soon as any task 
expires

A Phase of WINGS is valid for 12 months af-
ter the completion of that Phase; a Phase of 
WINGS must be current to be awarded another 
Phase of WINGS

Tasks to be completed for a Phase of WINGS 
are found by clicking on a link and searching 
the database; possible choices are dependent 
on entries made in your Airman Profile

Tasks to be completed for a Phase of WINGS 
are dependent on entries made in your Airman 
Profile and are immediately displayed to you 
in a convenient checklist; you may choose to 
search for alternative tasks using an improved 
Activity search feature

All six tasks must be earned within a 12- month 
period to qualify for a Phase of WINGS

No Change

Instructors must be registered on FAASafety.
gov to give credit for a completed task

Any instructor can give credit for completed 
WINGS tasks; although strongly recommend-
ed, instructors do not need be registered on 
FAASafety.gov to give credit. More like a log-
book experience

Instructors are treated like any other user Instructors have their own “Portal” to instructor-
oriented material, including giving credit

The WINGS Completion certificate does not 
indicate the date the Phase was earned.

The WINGS Completion certificate displays the 
date that Phase of WINGS was earned; it also 
displays the date the very first Phase of WINGS 
was earned (in the automated Program)

The WINGS completion certificate can only be 
printed if the WINGS phase is current

WINGS completion certificates can be printed 
at any time for any Phase of WINGS

Web site pages contain numerous confusing 
icons

Confusing icons are replaced with clear text

Continured on next page
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Individual flight tasks necessary for completion 
of a Phase of WINGS can be printed one at a 
time

The six tasks necessary for completion of a 
Phase of WINGS are summarized and can be 
printed in a single document for easy reference; 
includes space for validation of each flight task

Elective credits can move between Phases of 
WINGS and will always fill the lowest Phase 
first

WINGS credits will remain at the Level at which 
they were earned

As many as four clicks are required to enroll in 
an online course

Enrollment in an online course requires only a 
single click

Confusing terminology, Core and Elective, for 
example, is used to describe tasks

No confusing terminology is used to describe 
tasks; a task is a task! All terminology has been 
simplified

A summary of current your WINGS credits is 
located in a 3-part grid, which is sometimes hid-
den

A summary of your current WINGS credits is 
located in a single location that is always avail-
able

Some Flight Review information is printed on 
the WINGS completion certificate in small print

A complete summary of Flight Review informa-
tion is printed on a separate wallet-sized certifi-
cate

There are obsolete instructions in the Aviation 
Safety Inspector’s Handbook concerning re-
newal of flight instructor certificates based on 
WINGS participation

There are updated instructions in the Aviation 
Safety Inspector’s Handbook concerning re-
newal of flight instructor certificates based on 
WINGS participation (Pending FAA publishing 
in 2010)

Users without access to a computer are not 
accommodated in the automated WINGS Pro-
gram

Users without access to a computer are now 
accommodated in the WINGS Program; special 
user accounts can be created by anyone with a 
computer for someone else who does not have 
a computer. WINGS flight credits must still be 
validated by instructors with a computer

Available seating advertised at a SPANS event 
(WINGS Safety Seminar) was limited to 85% of 
available seating to allow for walk in attendance

Revised to advertise all available seats with 
no limitations (unless the FPM or FAASTeam 
Representative prefers to limit advertised seat-
ing for walk ins)

Menus are confusing and not fully described Menus and tabs are intuitive and complete de-
scriptions are available by clicking on a tab

Log in and user information is almost hidden A new user Dashboard contains log in and user 
information, and easy-to-understand links to 
user information

Reprinted from:  https://www.faasafety.gov/files/notices/2010/Mar/Summary_of_Changes.pdf
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15 ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
 Saranyu’s maiden flight over Walla Walla, Washington March 19, 2010

On board: Owner Carrie Smith and Jeff (Kong) Shields
Photo by an anonymous crew member!

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
	To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


