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WAS President’s Letter

2010 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Mark Trujillo  Justin Luber

Secretary / Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Jason Fast  Shari Gale

 
Youth Programs Activities
Cory Miller Sandy Grove

Community Relations Webmaster
Jim Smith Cory Miller

WAS Web Site FORUM Information
www.wasballoon.com subscribe email:
 downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

I seem to 
be experienc-
ing with-
drawals from 
our great, al-
though short 
flying season.  
You’re prob-
ably think-
ing yourself 
why I’m 
describing 

our season as short.  Wasn’t this past 
year typical?  Well, maybe it was, 
and I just need to quit complaining 
about our systems being packed up 
for the winter.... at least for many of 
us.  You will read about the attempt 
of some pilots who tried to fly at 
WHAMOBASS, which would have 
extended their season, but Mother 
Nature had different plans.  I’ve also 
heard that some may venture down 
to New Mexico to fly in Red Rock 
Balloon Rally.  If you are not one 
of these lucky pilots that can extend 
their flying season, all is not lost.  
Why?  Because now is the perfect 
time to refresh our knowledge and 
hone our skills for next year.  How?  
For starters, there is the safety semi-
nar that I hope everyone has signed 
up for.  I challenge each of you to 
engage with the presenters and your 
fellow pilots and crew during the 
seminar so that you walk away with a 
new learning or perspective on an old 
topic.  I also hope that you have been 
encouraging your crew to attend.  If 
you’re looking for ways to show 
appreciation to your crew, might I 
suggest that you cover the cost of the 
seminar for them?  This would make 
a great stocking stuffer for the Holi-
days.  

Another way to keep our heads 
in the game is to spend some time 
on preparing our systems for next 
year.  Of course I’m talking about 

the annual inspection and performing 
preventive maintenance.  The FARs, 
specifically Part 43, allows us as 
pilots to perform certain preventive 
maintenance on our baskets, fabric 
and burners.  Always consult your 
repair station if you are uncertain of 
any procedures.  Be sure to make the 
appropriate logbook entry for any 
PM work performed.  Finally, there 
is always the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the annual.  I am a strong 
believer in owner-assisted annuals, as 
I feel more comfortable and confi-
dent in being involved.  I know that 
the maintenance side of our sport is 
not for everyone, but I have always 
learned something new by participat-
ing in the annual.  

On a different topic, I wanted to 
solicit volunteers to fly the winner 
of the landowner drawing.  Thank 
you to those of you that used the 

landowner cards this past year.  I 
received 42 cards back from either 
the pilots or the landowners.  If you 
are interested in flying the winner, 
let me know.  WAS will cover the 
cost of your propane for this.  Also, 
I am looking for someone to fly a 
Bullwinkle’s employee, as WAS has 
offered them a ride in appreciation 
for the use of their meeting room.  
Again, WAS will cover the cost of 
your propane.

Here’s wishing you Happy Holi-
days!  I hope to see you at the WAS 
Christmas party.

Gentle breezes,
Mark
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WAS Christmas Party
Sunday, December 12, 2010; 2 PM

Edie Stoak’s House 
2407 NE Regents Drive, Portland, OR

WAS will supply a ham, a turkey, 
sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to share:

Last name: 
A-K = Main Dish  

L-N = Dessert 
O-Z = Salad/Vegetable Dish

Proposed By-Law Change
Please Read. Voting Will Take Place at the WAS Christmas Party, December 12th

Section C- Definition and Eligibility of membership classifications
 
Add 5 to read: Newsletter Subscription non member
Newsletter Subscription non members shall only have access to the newsletter in electronic format. They 
shall not attend WAS meetings nor will have a vote for official WAS business.
 
Section D- Membership privileges
1: All Classifications
    a: All members shall be entitled to attend all general WAS meetings, seminars, training events, and social 
events. Single, Family, Honorary members, and Charter members shall receive the monthly newsletter, a 
schedule of events of the WAS calendar, and a yearly roster. 
    b. Newsletter subscription non member shall receive the newsletter in electronic format only. This 
classification shall be limited to those who reside outside of Oregon and Washington. 
    c. All dues paying members in good standing are eligible to hold office, submit bylaws amendments, and vote 
on all WAS business and officers. 
Section H: Dues
Add:  
   e. Newsletter subscription non member $10.00 per year and can only be a single membership. This 
membership is limited to those that reside outside Oregon and SW Washington outside Clark County, 
Washington.
 

I’m on my way to 

the WAS Party!

How about you?
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Call to order via Skype connection
Approval of previous minutes as posted, Motion by Cory, Sec-
ond Justin, Passed

Attending executive officers:
Mark Trujillo, President.
Justin Luber, Vice President.
Jason Fast, Sec. Treas.
Shari Gale, Newsletter Editor
Cory Miller, Web Master and Past President
Ron Grove & Sandi Grove, Activities Coordinator

I had some technical problems with the Skype meeting at my 
end so essentially I missed the meeting. Mark forwarded the 
notes below for posting.

1. Donation in memory of Carmen’s grandson
The WAS will donate $50 in memory of Carmen’s grandson to 
either the Ronald McDonald House near Hope Hospital or Pe-
diatric Cardiology Programs @ Hope Children’s Hospital. Jason 
will choose and will write up a short article in the newsletter to 
inform the membership which one was selected.

2. WAS Calendars 
Discussion held regarding WAS advertising the sale of the WAS 
calendar put together by Jones Oliver with proceeds to benefit 
Show Mercy charity. The cost of the calendar is $15 and in-
cludes pictures from the Albany rally. The EC wanted more in-
formation about her charity (<http://www.showmercy.org>www.
showmercy.org) before making a decision. Mark agreed to get 
more info from Jones and forward to the EC for a decision at a 
later date. Everyone was neutral or in support, pending more 
information about the reputability of the charity and how much 
money will go to the charity.

3. POTY & COTY Awards
Justin will forward the nominations to Shari for inclusion into 
the newsletter so the members can vote. Voting will close at 

noon on Dec 10th. Cory to setup website which will send bal-
lots to Justin. Justin to notify Jason as soon as possible so that 
awards may be ordered. Jason to work with Salem trophy to 
have them begin work on the plaques, less the engraved names, 
pending the results of the votes.

4. Safety Seminar location
Motel is under remodeling and will be open Jan 1st. Motion 
made by Shari and seconded by Justin to donate $50 to the 
Seminar to pay for refreshments etc. Motion pass, Cory ab-
stained from voting to prevent conflict of interest.

5. Rides for Bullwinkle’s and landowner drawings
Mark to contact Cheryl to see if she is willing to fly the Bull-
winkle’s ride. WAS will cover the cost of propane up to $40. If 
Cheryl cannot do this, Mark will seek volunteers from member-
ship. Mark to seek volunteers for the landowner drawing too. If 
more than one person is interested, names will be placed in a 
hat. Ride may be given prior to the Albany rally, during the 2nd 
annual landowner appreciation ride event.

6. Christmas party
All planning complete for Christmas party. Edie and Sandi have 
all the details worked out. Jason just has to bring the checkbook. 
Mark to announce guest speakers for next year.

7. Make-A-Wish
The Make-A-Wish rider will get their ride during the Tigard 
Festival next year. Mark to check with Helen (Make-A-Wish 
Director) to see if the family would be okay with media cover-
age. Cory will donate the photography. The recipient is a 7 year 
old girl. Her grandmother will be taking the ride with her. They 
requested that a Hello Kitty theme be used, and wanted to see if 
the pilot would allow their basket to be decorated.

8. Payment to Gary Eaton
Board approved a $75 donation to Gary Eaton to help cover his 
expenses for being our guest speaker last month.

9. Good of the order
Celebration will be held on Saturday, Nov 13 at Red Robin to 
celebrate Chris Whitfield in earning his commercial LTA pilot’s 
license.

Remember to join with us again in 2011, Dues accepted at any 
time.
Elections for officers will be submitted to Shari. Cory will setup 
website for this.

Minutes by Mark Trujillo

Submitted by:

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

Treasurers report:
Beginning BAL.  +$1304.60
 -75.00 To Gary Eaton 
  meeting speaker
 - 50.00 Donation in memory  
  of Carmen’s Grand-  
  son
Ending Balance  +$1179.60

Encumbered amounts 195.00 BFA convention 
  delegate
 100.00 BFA Balloon camp   
  from one donation
 +$884.60 Estimated total after   
  encumbered amounts
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Vote! 
Please Vote for WAS Crew Person & Pilot of the Year

Crew Person of the Year Nominations:
 
Edie Stokes:
For 9 years she has hosted the Christmas party at her house and 
last year offered her house even though she may not have been 
home.
 

Pilot of the Year Nominations:
 
Ron Grove:

 1.  Ron is an ambassador for our sport.  He is welcom-
ing of new crew, willing to take the time to work with them to 
make them feel welcome and an important part of the team.  In 
just a few time of crewing for Ron (and Sandy), they soon make 
you feel like part of the family.  He offers clear instructions and 
there is never a dumb question. 
 2.  Ron is willing to share his knowledge of ballooning 
with other pilots.  He has a natural way of engaging with fellow 
pilots to bring out relevant issues, be it weather issues, naviga-
tion techniques, go/no-go decisions, radio communication tech-
niques, etc.  In short, Ron is very knowledgeable and willing to 
share his knowledge of ballooning.
 3.  Ron is willing to volunteer his time to help others 
with their annuals.  He can often been found working on other 
people’s systems with Alan Sanderson. Ron is very giving of his 
time to help out others when needed.
 4.  Crew.  Ron as a seasoned pilot is willing to crew for 
others when he’s not flying the blue and yellow....er...blue and 
Spanish gold balloon.  He not only provides a much needed set 
of helping hands, but also there when needed to provide advice 
and moral support.
 5.  Learning.  Ron is open to keeping is skills sharp and 
takes the time to refresh his ballooning knowledge, be it attend-
ing safety seminars, engaging in meaningful discussions during 
the flight review, or sitting in on reviews with other pilots as 
they go through the certification process. 
 6.  Ron goes to bat for other balloonists.  He has talked 
to other balloon miesters to offer his words of recommendation, 
as the balloon miesters are considering who to invite, or admit 
for the first time into a rally.

Mark Trujillo:

 All his efforts this year speaks for themselves. For all the 
work that he has done in promoting ballooning in the mid valley 
area and ballooning in general everywhere.

Pilot of the Year Nominations, continued:
 
Jim Smith:

 Jim has taken the initiative to become a FAA appointed 
Designated Examiner.  This has taken considerable time, energy 
and expense for Jim.  He saw an opportunity to support his 
fellow pilots, be becoming an accessible DE.  Being an active, 
experienced LTA pilot himself, further supports Jim’s ability to be 
a thorough examiner. 
 Another reason that Jim is worthy of this award, is 
because of his extra efforts to be the balloon miester for the 
Tigard Festival of Balloons.  This requires extra time and effort 
(an understatement) during the festival itself, which adds to the 
pressure and stress.  Pilots and crew show up and enjoy the 
weekend and hope for good weather, but Jim is WORKING all 
weekend during the event.
 Finally, for his routine engagement is WAS meetings, 
adding his insights and comments during our meetings.

Dale Justice:

 Dale tried to become a pilot many years ago but life just 
wasn’t going to let that happen quite yet.  He then started again 
in 2007 by buying a balloon and then beginning his training all 
over again.  This time however life was good to him and he was 
able to accomplish his dream. 
 In 2010 Dale grew into a great private pilot and ex-
panded his skill and sharing the joy of ballooning with as many 
people as he could fit into his 54,00sport balloon.  He has such 
a smile on his face every time he gets to fly and sometime even 
when he doesn’t fly because he knows he made the right deci-
sion to stay on the ground.
 Dale is truly deserving of this award because he has ac-
complished his dream of becoming a pilot and now shares the 
joy of the sport with everyone he meets. Dale is a fresh spirit to 
the sport even though he has been involved in it for years, it has 
become new to him all over again.

Voting is easy! Just e-mail your 
vote to awards@wasballoon.com

Voting closes at noon on December 10, 2010.
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Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!
Dues Due!  Dues Due!

Did you know your
WAS dues are due? 


2011 WAS Dues Are Now Due!
Don’t miss out on all the fun next year.
Send your payment to WAS Treasurer, Jason Fast, today.

The application form follows (on page 7).
Print it out then fill it out.

Mail it in or bring it to the Christmas Party. It’s that easy! 
Did you know your
WAS dues are due?

Willamette Aerostat Society
2011 Executive Committee Elections 

❏ President:   Mark Trujillo

❏     Write-In:

❏ Vice President:  Justin Luber

❏     Write-In:

❏ Secretary/Treasurer: Jason Fast

❏     Write-In:

Your	vote	must	be	turned	in	no	later	than	Friday,	December	10,	2010.	
You	can	vote	by	sending	an	e-mail	to:		elections@wasballoon.com.
Results will be announced at the WAS Christmas Party on December 12, 2010.
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2011 WAS Membership Application
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Question:  What does a hot air balloon pilot from the 
United States do on his weekend when traveling in Eu-
rope during the off season?  Answer:  Visit the Kubicek 
Balloon factory of course!  

The planning for my 
visit to the Kubicek fac-
tory began with an intro-
ductory email to the head 
of their sales department, 
Michael Suchy.  I learned 
that Michael had flown 
at the Tigard Festival of 
Balloons a few years ago, 
so I figured that he would 

a logical choice to contact.
The Kubicek factory is located in Brno, Czech Re-

public.  As it turns out, Brno would be a mere 90 minute 
train ride from where I would be staying during the week.  
Trouble is, that the factory is closed during the week, 
and based on my work schedule, I would only be able to 
travel to Brno on the weekend.   Upon contacting Mi-
chael, and explaining to him that I would only be avail-
able on the weekend, he immediately agreed to meet me 
on a Saturday.  Not only was he willing to do this, but he 
even offered to pick me up at the train station!  

The tour started out-
side their factory, were 
they have a beautifully 
maintained test inflation 
area.  Michael explained 
that the women who sew 
the balloons could then 
see the fruits of their 
labor as they watched 
every first time inflation.  

This of course instills pride and provides the production 
workers with a sense of accomplishment.  I could sense 
the excitement in Michael’s voice as he described the 
process.  Generally, it takes 6 weeks of sewing to build 
a 90,000 cubic foot balloon, and the production time 
is carefully scheduled and monitored to meet the cus-
tomer’s promised delivery date.  Michael mentioned that 
if in the unlikely event that there is a production delay, 
Kubicek would provide a discount of a “reasonable” 
amount.  Needless to say, this is an impressive display of 
their commitment to serve the customer.

Our second stop was in their staging area, which 
contained completed envelopes and baskets ready for 
shipment.  Ahhhh, the smell of a new basket !  The area 
was very well organized and spotless.  There was an area 
for balloons awaiting either repairs or annual inspections.   

Many of the balloons 
were destined for 
customers in Europe, 
with a couple headed 
for the US.  There 
was 10 person ride 
basket being prepared 
for shipment, and 
Michael explained 
the features of such 
a large basket.  I was 

impressed by the workmanship and sheer size of this ride 
basket.  Michael explained that they have produced ride 
baskets for as many as 28 passengers!

The next stop in the 
tour took us into another 
room where the burners 
and baskets were as-
sembled.  I was treated 
to detailed explanations 
of the assembly process 
and found this portion of 
the tour most fascinating.  
Kubicek has invested sig-

nification time and money in developing and perfecting 
their burners, and again I was impressed by the quality 
and workmanship.  I was able 
to see another ride basket being 
assembled, and was impressed by 
the cleanliness and organization 
of the area.  Having done some 
minor wicker work myself, I have 
a deep sense of appreciation for 
the effort and skill that this part of 
the manufacturing process takes.  

From here it was upstairs to 
the cutting and layout tables.   All 
balloons are designed with CAD 

Going to Europe? Visit Kubicek
by Mark Trujillo
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software which produces an 
output suitable for cutting on their computerized cutting 
table.  Each panel is cut and numbered and then folded 
and stacked in a pile.  There were neatly stacked piles of 
cut and folded fabric for each gore.  I learned that most 
of the balloons sold in Europe have logos and sometimes 

complicated artwork, as many of these balloons serve 
as flying billboards.  Kubicek uses a variety of tech-
niques to form the artwork, including inlay and overlay 
as well as digitally printed panels.  I was impressed by 
the neatly organized rows of fabric of every color.   The 
tour concluded with Michael offering up refreshments 

and me purchasing a new 
balloon….er, just kidding 
Kris…  but I did end up 
buying a REALLY nice 
jacket and storage bag!  Of 
course, I was given some 
marketing materials and 
current price list.  If you’re 
interested in seeing these, I 

will be bringing them to our Christmas party.
Finally, I learned that Michael placed 2nd (out of 150 

balloons) at the National Balloon Classic held in Indiano-
la, Iowa this past summer.  He modestly talked about the 
completion and proudly showed me the trophy he earned 
for his efforts.  Check out their ad in the November/De-
cember issue of Ballooning.

Whenever you’re in the Czech Republic, I would 

highly recommend paying the Kubicek factory a visit.  
Thank you Michael for showing me around and hope-
fully we will see you flying your balloon in Oregon again 
someday. 

Visit to Kubicek
continued from page 12
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Willamette Aerostat Society Helping Others
By Jason Fast

Thanksgiving is past and Christ-
mas is coming, but any time is the 
time for giving and helping. I am 
personally happy and proud when 
the WAS club makes the discussion 
and effort to give comfort and help to 
others, whether it is within our group 
or outside. We have a lot of caring 
and helpful members. 

This little note is for Carmen 
Blakely and her family. Recently 
Carmen’s young Grandson, Sebastien 
passed away. The hurt that this brings 
to a family is enormous, but often 
this brings a family closer together to 

help each other and faith, family and 
friends are there to lean on.

 It also often brings a larger 
family closer together in help, car-
ing and prayer. Carmen’s friend and 
WAS member, Cheryl Isaacs, gath-
ered money from friends that was 
donated to the Ronald McDonald 
house where Carmen’s daughter had 
stayed for a period of time. Like-
wise, the Willamette Aerostat Society 
has made a donation in memory of 
Sebastien McRoberts to the Hope 
Children’s Hospital Pediatric Cardi-
ology Program. 

This is what makes a club spe-
cial, when they can reach out with a 
helping hand or just make a gesture 
showing that they care. Your execu-
tive committee unanimously voted 
to give a donation of fifty dollars to 
this charity for the family. Carmen 
suggested this charity because it has 
meaning to the family. May Carmen 
and her Family Be Blessed, strength-
ened and healed with time. Carmen, 
your WAS friends are thinking of you 
and your family.

Mark Trujillo, WAS President, 
thought it would be fun and enlight-
ening to test your knowledge of FAA 
regulations. Here’s the first quiz in 
what will become a monthly series.

1)  Under which condition will pres-
sure altitude be equal to true altitude?

  A) When indicated altitude is 
equal to the pressure altitude. 

 B) When the atmospheric pres-
sure is 29.92 inches Hg. 

 C) When standard atmospheric 
conditions exist. 

 
2)  With respect to the certification of 
airmen, which is a class of aircraft?

A) Airplane, rotorcraft, glider, 
lighter-than-air. 

B) Single-engine land and sea, 
multiengine land and sea. 

C) Lighter-than-air, airship, hot air 
balloon, gas balloon. 

 
 3)  Which statement best defines 
hypoxia?

A) A condition of gas bubble 
formation around the joints or 
muscles. 

B) A state of oxygen deficiency in 
the body. 

C) An abnormal increase in the 
volume of air breathed. 

 

4)  What would decrease the stability 
of an air mass?

A) Decrease in water vapor. 
B) Warming from below. 
C) Cooling from below. 
 

 5)  What values are used for Winds 
Aloft Forecasts?

A) Magnetic direction and miles 
per hour. 

B) True direction and knots. 
C) Magnetic direction and knots. 

 
 6)  To act as pilot in command of an 
aircraft carrying passengers, the pilot 
must have made at least three take-
offs and three landings in an aircraft 
of the same category, class, and if a 
type rating is required, of the same 
type, within the preceding

A) 90 days. 
B) 12 calendar months. 
C) 24 calendar months. 

 
 7)  What exception, if any, permits a 
private pilot to act as pilot in com-
mand of an aircraft carrying passen-
gers who pay for the flight?

A) There is no exception. 
B) If a donation is made to a chari-

table organization for the flight. 
C) If the passengers pay all the 

operating expenses. 
 

  8)  What condition does a rising 
barometer indicate for balloon opera-
tions?

A) Chances of thunderstorms. 
B) Approaching frontal activity. 
C) Decreasing clouds and wind. 

 
 9)  Who is responsible for determin-
ing if an aircraft is in condition for 
safe flight?

A) The owner or operator. 
B) A certificated aircraft mechanic. 
C) The pilot in command. 

 
 10)  The amount of water vapor 
which air can hold depends on the

A) dewpoint. 
B) stability of the air. 
C) air temperature. 
 

Answers? You expect a key to the 
correct answers? Oh, if you must...
look on page 15. 

Hey!! No peaking ahead of time!
 

Test Yourself with the WAS Quick Quiz
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A Windy, Wet, White, Wacky 
WHAMOBASS was staged in Coal-
inga (Coaling Station A), CA. by the 
Whiskey Hill Atherton Menlo Oaks 
Ballooning and Sporting Society.  
Not your average WHAMOBASS 
event, but still an enjoyable weekend 
for our crew.

We arrived early Thursday morn-
ing to find some of our crew already 
in place while Cricket and Donna 
were already assembling WHAMO 
Central.  While helping out with 
WHAMO Central we learned of an 
insurance issue that would prevent 
using our usual launch field for 
any early arrivals wishing to fly on 
Friday.  One of the very early ar-
rivals began contacting some locals 
to attempt to arrange alternate sites 
especially since the weather forecast 
was for worsening weather through-
out the weekend.  We did have suc-
cess in securing some fields…now if 
the weather will concur.  Thursday 
evening was a great spaghetti potluck 
dinner with everyone bringing ad-
ditional sauce, bread, salad, etc.

Friday morning was dry but 
breezy.  After several pibals, seven 
crews headed out to the selected 
launch field to give it a go…but it 
was a no go.  One pilot was ready to 
give it a try but as they picked up the 
throat before starting the fan the wind 

began filling the envelope without 
any additional help.  Everyone chose 
discretion and headed back to Central 
for Cricket’s biscuits and gravy along 
with eggs, potatoes, juices, coffee 
and plenty of complaining about the 
wind.  As the morning wore on the 
winds continued to increase and ev-
eryone pitched in to help keep WHA-
MO Central from flying away.  The 
rest of the afternoon was spent pre-
paring our pot luck dinner contribu-
tions (yep, another one) while some 
of the ladies went into town to check 
out the thrift stores…weight on…
shop on…The pot luck was another 
great success with plenty of food and 
drink options.  Had to agree that the 
Porter (ale) from the East Coast with 
a hint of hazelnut was quite nice…So 
there is the WINDY part.

The rain started about 3 am Sat-
urday morning and didn’t let up for 
the morning briefing. Deke led a ver-
bal “BANG” in place of the anvil fir-
ing in order to keep his powder dry.  
Some suggestions were made that 
we should get out a bunch of tarps 
and make a huge slip-n-slide…cooler 
(and drier) heads prevailed and the 
traps stayed dry.  After getting our 
instructions for this year’s “task” 
from chief judge, Denise Thornton, 
we joined all the other participants 
for the Saturday morning burrito 
brunch just a little earlier than other 

years…that’s the WET…There was a 
“window” of reasonable weather, so 
a group of pilots and crew decided to 
fly Cricket’s Freedom across the trap 
on the field to make sure that no as-
terisk had to be put after WHAMOB 
ASS XLVI in the record books.  
The flight was short (50 feet) and 
low (10 feet) but it was a flight and 
required the insurance forms be filled 
out along with the log book.  After 
burritos our team adjourned to one 
of the RVs to keep warm with some 
coffee and “sugar” and work on our 
poem as our entry.  The key was to 
use as many of the given ballooning 
terms and phrases as possible.  Can 
anyone rhyme “Certificate of Airwor-
thiness?”…yeah, I thought not.  The 
afternoon began to dry, but the fore-
cast was for more wind so the crews 
disassembled most of Central so that 
it would remain in Coalinga.  The 
“last” Sweeney dinner was enjoyed 
by all.  Fred is retiring so the PCA 
gave him a plaque of appreciation for 
all his support for these many years.  
Finally it was time for the teams 
to make their pitches to the chief 
judge.  Despite our best attempts at 
the expected bribery we took second 
place.   Maybe I should have tried: A 
Certificate of Airworthiness is just a 
whole bunch of silliness…Now you 
have the WACKY.

Sunday was WHITE, or at least 
the hills around Coalinga were white 
with a dusting of snow.  Just as we 
started the morning briefing the rain 
started again and we had make haste 
under the trees to finish up.  A ver-
bal “BOOM, wet” was led again by 
Deke before Cricket ran a short order 
house out of the RV…biscuits, gravy, 
eggs any style, etc.  Most everyone 
headed home early, but if they had 
waited until 9 am or so might have 
considered flying.  Landing sites 
might still have been too wet how-
ever.

WHAMOBASS 2010

When the tarp is about to blow off, it’s a sure thing balloons won’t be flying!  Photo by Alan Brandt
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I want to thank the event chair-
man, Mark Otto, who was able to 
work with West Hills College and the 
City of Coalinga and work out the 
insurance issues.  The city and school 
have been so welcoming and help-
ful over the years and they bent over 
backwards to make the event happen.  
Now if they could only have done 
something about the weather.  We 
are certainly looking forward to 2011 
and plenty of sunshine.

Alan Brandt

PS.  As would be expected, Mon-
day morning was PERFECT except 
there were NO balloons left.

WHAMOBASS 2010
Continued from page 5

The only flying was from one end of the tarp to the 
other. At least one balloon graced the skies during 
WHAMOBASS 2010. 

When only one balloon is inflated and packed up there is usually a lot of willing 
crew members. That certainly was the case for the only flight of the weekend.

Umbrellas and rainbows, oh my! These are sure-fire indicators that the 
ballooning activities will have to be curtailed for the day. Or in this case, 
for the weekend.

Photos by Alan Brandt
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Sign Up For The Balloon Safety Seminar Today!
Time is running out for the early bird discount!  

Pay before December 31, 2010 the price is only $45 per person.
Procrastinate and you’ll be paying $100 per person. 

Salem, Oregon Balloon Safety Seminar — Saturday, February 26, 2011

There will be a terrific lineup of speakers at this seminar:
Gordon Schwontoski - two different crew topics Jim Smith - FARS
Andy Baird - Maintenance    Greg Winker - Home Building
Koh Murai - Weather     Ken Walter - Pilot Decision Making
Troy Bradley - Flight Reviews

Lunch will be provided. This will not be a working lunch. 
Time will be given to eat and not worry about the presentations.

If you are with IMC, they have stated that every other year they will not give full discount for attending the online 
seminar so this is a great time to attend a live seminar to receive your full discount

Gordon’s books will be available for purchase during lunch, before and after the seminar. 
With the two separate crew topics, this is an excellent learning forum for hot air balloon crew members. 

(Pilots: IMC gives additional discounts if one of your crew members attends a safety seminar!)

Contact: Cory Miller — 503-510-1215

Basket/Burners for Sale:
1986 Aerostar  CWS “stretch” basket  w/485 hrs,  poly skid liners,  stainless steel corners & wicker is in  GOOD  condition.
•  4 point aluminum uprights  w/suede covers.
•  HP2-D  burners  w/liquid pilots.
•  2 - 20 gallon stainless steel lay down tanks w/heated tank covers.  Tanks will be inspected inside and out and recertified.
•  Fuel hoses will be new.
•  Instruments – BALL 655-A
•  Also included:  Basket log book, drop line (strap type), document holder & tool pouch, rain cover (down type) 
 & fire extinguisher.
                                             

Price has been reduced to $6,000.00. Reasonable offers will be considered. 
RON    Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net
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Hey! Don’t forget to go to the WAS 
Christmas Party onDec. 12th. See page 3for details.

Happy Birthday
Gen Sanderson 12/5
Jack Whitney 12/6
Dale Justice 12/23

It’s Time to Renew Your 
WAS Membership

There are only a few days left in the year 
2010. That means there are only a few 

days left of your current WAS membership. 
Don’t miss out on the fun in 2011.
Renew your membership today. 

The application is on page 7.  

Here’s the Answer Key to the 
Quiz on Page 6.
 
1C, 2B, 3B, 4B, 5B, 6A, 7B, 8C, 
9C, 10C

Happy Holidays from Everyone at Go Lightly!
To our friends and customers we send these wishes…
Happy Holidays (and someone else to do dishes)!
Hope your annual inspections bring pleasant reports.

If not, for some reason, we’re here to support.
If new equipment is on your list, whatever the reason,

Give us a call; we can help, make you happy this season.
We take this time to send good cheer;

Through Hanukkah, Christmas and into the New Year!
Here’s wishing you a wonderful 2011 flying season—
May your dreams all come true—hope they’re ‘specially

pleasin’!
Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-9696
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Crew

Chief
 Corner

by G
ordon SchwontoSk

i

continued on page 16

Crewing and flight safety require 
information and sometimes even 
outside assistance – lots of it that’s 
organized and instantly available. 
At every festival, crew can expect a 
ready-made sheet of paper or lami-
nated card on a colorful lanyard with 
local emergency service numbers. 
But don’t overlook the importance 
of these when flying at home. Creat-
ing one of these must-have lists is a 
top priority for every crew – sport, 
competition, and commercial.

Why a list? Many reasons. 
First, you’re the ballooning author-
ity and not the expert on power 
lines, rerouting air traffic as you’re 
escorted down an active runway, 
or finding Indian reservation po-
lice. Your list gives you access to 
trained professionals to assist you 
with most anything anywhere at any 
time. Second, presence of mind and 
memory are often the first casualties 
of even lesser emergencies. Lists are 
reliable and immune to forgetting, 
uncertainty, or delay. And even if you 
know how to reach help, your crew 
may not if you’re busy. Don’t assume 
other crews helping your pilot know 
these numbers either. Lists buy you 
valuable seconds when needed most 
– life-or-death pressure will turn a 
routine find-that-number task into 
fumbling and scrambling. Best of all, 
it offers pilots and crew reassurance 
they’re not alone and that help is 
only a call away. Organized contact 
information helps prepare you for 
anything. 

Many of us simply don’t have complete lists of what would be needed 
then or even now. Take an hour with your pilot or crew chief to assemble all 
the emergency contacts and information you could possibly use for safety 
needs in your flying area. All flying areas will have essentials, but these will 
vary with geography, population, terrain, and other factors. Be sure to list 
after-hours or emergency numbers for utilities such as power, gas, and phone 
companies. Many of the most common numbers include:

Pilot name, company, balloon • 
owner: home#, cell#, office#, fax, 
email 
Balloon N#, make/model, insur-• 
ance provider 
Repair station: office#, cell#, • 
Local propane• 
Balloon radio frequency and alter-• 
nates
Local FSDO/FAA representatives • 
All local airports: tower phones • 
and aircraft radio frequencies
Police and/or sheriff • 
Fire department • 
Ambulance• 
Hospital or emergency medical • 
facilities 
Non-emergency medical assistance • 
Poison Control Hotline • 
Flight Service• 
Automated weather• 
Secondary weather sources• 
Power company (and after-hrs/• 
emergency lines) 
Gas company (and after-hrs/emer-• 
gency lines)
Phone company (and after-hrs/• 
emergency lines)
Railroads• 
Park district or management of-• 
fices
Conservation and/or forestry of-• 
fices 
Coast Guard or local marine patrol• 
Indian Reservation police  • 
Military bases• 
Lost balloon strategy - write it out!• 
Call-in #, Message Center• 
Call-in support• 
Agreed call-in time• 

Tech/moral support• 
Vehicle insurance• 
Roadside assistance/local towing • 
Other useful information• 

Use these to start, but don’t stop 
here. The best lists are the ones you 
make yourself, tailor to your flying 
needs and area, and which live, grow, 
and change with time and experience. 
No two lists will be alike. Mountain 
rescue, Coast Guard or marine patrol, 
or military base contacts may be 
appropriate for various flying areas. 
Suburbs have police departments 
while rural areas may have only sher-
iffs. 9-1-1 may even provide different 
emergency responders from area to 
area. It’ll often cover and direct you 
to all emergency services in suburban 
areas. In the country, you may need 
separate numbers for sheriff, fire de-
partment, and ambulance. Roadside 
assistance may come through your 
insurance company, auto club, or 
even vehicle manufacture. Account 
for your flying area’s unique features, 
risks, and resources; find out ahead 
of time while you have the time and 
seconds don’t matter.

Communication strategies may 
be among your most important items. 
Nothing substitutes for knowing 
your pilot’s aircraft radio frequency, 
your pre-chosen alternate, and your 
lost-balloon plans. Pre-arranging lost 
balloon strategies and arrangements 
can save not only time and hassle but 
prevent further risk when landings in 

Emergency Contacts

0
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Emergency Contacts
continued from page 15

remote areas or deteriorating weather 
occur. Having no plan or visual/radio 
contact with a pilot who has landed 
will rattle many newer crew and 
some seasoned ones as well. Agree in 
advance who to call, after how long, 
what to do, and who will coordinate 
messages or moral support – few 
things can offer more reassurance.

Urgencies can also feel like emer-
gencies, so on the back side of your 
list, include convenience numbers for 
crew chiefs, crew members, launch 
site landowners, other pilots, propane 
suppliers, favorite restaurants, etc. 
List several numbers you can call for 
a second opinion on weather: private 
services, other pilots upwind, local 
airports, etc. Insights and information 
on changing conditions are much too 
important to leave to a single phone 
call or technology alone. It’s always 
a good idea to list the number for 
your balloon’s manufacturer and/or 
a high-hour pilot who is more expe-
rienced with your make and model 
of equipment for those “this doesn’t 
seem quite right” moments. When 
crew is late, your launch site gate is 
locked, you never did refuel, or it’s 
marginal and you’re wondering if 
anyone else is flying – urgency can 

seem like or even become an emer-
gency. 

Add others numbers and informa-
tion you find useful after a few flights 
before you finalize your list, and 
update it as often as needed. Print 
out a few copies (black bold larger 
fonts with red highlights) on yel-
low paper or cardstock and laminate 
them. Designate a here-only place for 
it in each of your vehicles (console, 
door pocket, visor, glove box, seat 
side, etc.) and make sure everyone 
knows where to find it. Another copy 
in your pilot’s flight bag, your basket, 
or elsewhere isn’t a bad idea either. 
Have your crew chief and crew 
members familiarize themselves with 
its contents, quiz them on who to call 
(power line strike may require 9-1-1 
or power company, fire department, 
and ambulance), and even rehearse 
calls with each other. Real-time is no 
time for a trial run.

Resist the temptation to enter 
these numbers only into a cell phone, 
laptop, PDA, or other electronic 
device alone or only in your pilot’s 
electronics. These work great as 
backups but are fraught with risks: 
forgetting your cell phone, low bat-
teries, charger/power cords left at 
home, memory or operation crashes, 
theft, forgetting it, unfamiliar with 
someone else’s system, out of range, 

etc. Most of all, electronics are the 
most unreliable category of consum-
er product ever created, period. Rely 
on them as back-up, not as a primary 
source for your contact numbers. 
Your safety is much too important to 
trust exclusively to a gizmo; make it 
your Plan B instead.

The worst possible flying experi-
ence is not necessarily a tragic emer-
gency; it’s often the regret of being 
unprepared, not doing all you could, 
and the doubt you’re left to live with 
in the aftermath. Many experienced 
pilots and crew members will testify 
to this. You are not alone. You do not 
have to carry the world only on your 
shoulders. Dedicated professionals 
of all sorts await your call 24/7 – as 
long as you know how to reach them. 
Hopefully, you’ll never need to make 
that emergency call after assembling 
all this information. However, bet-
ter to have it and not need it than…  
Don’t put this article down until 
you’ve picked up a pen and paper to 
start listing or updating who needs to 
be on your emergency contact list.

  
Based on the book “Hot Air Bal-

loon Crewing Essentials” available 
through the author.  Send check or 
money order to Gordon Schwont-
kowski, 82 Silver Tree Circle, Cary, 
IL 60013.

Oh! In case it hasn’t been mentioned before...
It’s time to pay your WAS dues for 2011.

The application form can be found in this newsletter on page 7, 
or at WASballoon.com/membership.

Print out the membership form, fill it out and either mail it to WAS treasurer, Jason 
Fast, or bring it to the Christmas party (along with your check, of course.) 

Then you are done and good to go for 2011. 
That’s the best way to start off the New Year. 0

0
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Balloons flying in Winthrope, Washington in March 2010. Photo by Dale Justice.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


