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Thank you to all of you wishing me well as your new WAS 
President.  I appreciate the words of encouragement.

For those of you unable to attend the January meeting, I just 
wanted to bring your attention to several noteworthy items that 
were discussed during our meeting.  First off, your Executive 
Board is looking for volunteers to fill some Board positions.  Our 
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster positions are currently being 
filled by Cory Miller in a temporary basis until such  time someone

else volunteers and is appointed by the Executive Board.  The Landowner Relations 
position is also open.  If you’re interested in any of these positions, let me know.  I would 
also like to welcome Sandy Grove into the role of our new Activities Director.  I have no 
doubt that Sandy will do a great job.  Please send her any ideas you may have regarding 
activities you’d like to see WAS be involved in.  A BIG THANK YOU to Edie Stokes, 
who decided to step down from this position, for all your hard work over the years.

During the Executive Board meeting held on January 9th, several decisions were made 
which I think you will find interesting.  I will summarize the outcome here:

1.  The Executive Committee decided to move forward with chartering a Landowner 
Committee.  The intent of this committee is to develop recommendations to 
strengthen landowner relations.  These recommendations will then be submitted to 
the Board for approval.  If you are interested in serving on this committee, please 
notify me or any other Executive Board member.  The committee will be chaired by a 
self appointed leader/spokesperson and will define the scope of the area(s) they deem 
appropriate as part of their charter.

2.  We also revisited our Bylaws, and from that, constructed a WAS Mission Statement.  
The Mission Statement should serve as a reminder to all of us why we exist as a 
club and should guide our actions and decisions as WAS members.  Our Mission 
Statement may be found in this newsletter, as well as on the WAS Website.

3.  Beginning in March, our newsletter will be password protected.  Cory will be 
providing you with instructions and the password to access the newsletter via email.  
This is being done to protect the “intellectual property” of the WAS from those out 
there that may be phishing for information for not so friendly purposes.  Frankly, the 
decision to password protect our newsletter was not taken lightly, as your Board 
realizes the importance of sharing information among club members.  We feel that 
this solution will still promote that, and reduce the risk of phishing scams.

4.  Also decided during the meeting was the feature to allow our members to pay their 
dues online using a secure Pay Pal service.  Members choosing to pay their dues 
electronically will be asked to optionally donate an additional dollar added on to their 

Continued on the next page
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dues to help offset the 
administrative fees incurred 
by this service.  Again, this 
additional $1 fee is optional.

The Executive Committee 
agreed that it would be 
useful for our members if we 
could film short ballooning 
related videos aimed at 
promoting safety and best 
practices that have been 
learned over the years.  The 
videos should be kept 
informal, and short (3-5 
minutes) and made to 
support our Mission 
Statement.  The videos will 
be posted online with 
appropriate disclaimers.  This 
idea is leveraged from work 
that Bob Reed, FAAST team 
volunteer is doing in the 
fixed wing world.  You can 
see the results of his teams’ 
work at his website 
“Aviation Safety Videos”  
HYPERLINK "http://
aviationsafetyvideos.com/" 
http://
aviationsafetyvideos.com/

The topic of drafting up a 
ballooning code of conduct 
was discussed.  The 
Australian Balloon 
Federation has adopted such 
a code, and there is also a 
student pilot code of 
conduct sponsored by 
Avemco® Insurance 
company.  This idea was again 
discussed at the general 
meeting in January, and 
several comment were made 
regarding the legal 
ramifications of adopting 
such a code for WAS.  A 
suggestion was made to call 
this “prudent pilot 

practices”.  A similar issue 
regarding ride operator 
guidelines is being discussed 
now at the BFA level.  The 
intent is to provide useful 
information to pilots and 
crew that will promote 
safety and land owner 
relations.  It is not the intent 
of this effort to interpret 
FAR’s.  Stay tuned for more 
information regarding this 
topic, as the Executive Board 
will continue discussions on 
this topics, as no decision 
has been made at this point.

Finally, the Board approved 
the purchase for the rights 
to publish 48 in-depth crew 
articles by Gordon 
Schwontkowski for exclusive 
use by WAS.  These articles 
will be published exclusively 
to WAS members on a 
schedule to be determined 
by Cory.  Many of you may 
have read Gordon’s articles 
in the BFA’s publication, 
Ballooning.  These series 
of articles are aimed at crew 
chief training and will 
provide information and 
techniques needed to create 
a safe crew environment.  
Combined, these articles 
contain more than 150 pages 
of text.  

Looking forward, your Executive 
Committee will be discussing 
acting on the survey results 
taken last Fall regarding meeting 
frequency and venue.  We will 
also be working on reaching a 
decision on how to move 
forward regarding the “code of 
conduct” and working on 
scheduling some ‘fun flights” 

during our up coming flying 
season.

During our meeting this month, 
we will be trying something a bit 
different.  Your Executive 
Committee will be hosting an 
“open forum” to discuss pros 
and cons for flying at balloon 
rallies.  The intention is to allow 
any WAS member in attendance 
to take the floor for 5 minutes 
and voice their opinions and 
observations regarding flying at 
balloon rallies.  There will be 
two ground rules that we ask all 
members to observe.  First, all 
comments should be kept to 
under 5 minutes.  Second, we 
ask that the speaker keep their 
comments “generic” meaning 
that under no circumstances 
should they identify any rally by 
name.  The intent of this open 
forum is to share information in 
support of providing insights to 
others, especially newer pilots 
and perhaps even organizers 
who may also be in attendance.

In closing, please take the time 
to invest in attending a safety 
seminar before our flying season 
begins.  There are several 
options to attend a seminar near 
you this year, such as the online 
seminar hosted by the BFA on 
February 6th, the NW Safety 
seminar in McMinnville on 
March 20th, and the PCA 2010 
Safety Seminar in Tracy on 
March 20th.

I hope to see many of you at our 
next meeting on February 9th.

Calm winds,
Mark Trujillo
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Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

1. •To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning

2. •To educate new balloonists and the public

3. •To embody safety in all aspects of 
Ballooning

4. •To do all we can to support and encourage 
land owner relations

5. •To support our fellow balloonists and 
crews personally and in our sport

What’s inside?
Page 1- Cover Picture of Outer Limits Piloted by Jodi 
Portley
Page 2-3- President’s message
Page 4- Mission Statement
Page 5- Lindstand ad and happy birthday
Page 6-8 crew chief corner
Page 9- Safety Seminars
Page 10- BFA News
Page 11-12- Secretary Treasurer Report
Page 13-15 Balloon History by Ledouxs
Page 16- Calendar
Page 17-19 Balloon Fiesta Letter
Page 20-22 Radio Communications
Page 23- Pics from a rare winter sunny day
Page 24- For Sale
Page 25- Masthead
Page 26- WAS Membership Application



Chris Whitfield 1/5
Janice Fast 1/30

Alan Sanderson 1/30
Marianne Ledoux 2/1
Christina Miller 2/3

Jason Fast 2/6
Cheryl Issacs 2/19

Willamette Aerostat Society is currently looking for volunteers 
for several committees and appointed positions.

Appointed positions that are available
Community Relations Director- This person works with the 
landowner relations committee to be proactive with 
landowner relations. The landowner relations committee will 
choose the director and report that person to the executive 
committee.

Activities Director- Responsible for planning various club 
activities.

Webmaster- Keeps the information current on the website
Newsletter Editor- Publishes the newsletter on a monthly 
basis. 
Please note that Cory has currently stated he will do these 
two positions, however if someone else would like to do one 
or the other he will work with them to get them going.

To sign up for one of these or to suggest a new committee 
please visit the WAS website at www.wasballoon.com to fill 
out the form to show your interest. 

TOUCHDOWN! It’s time for you to get in the game and 
kick off the  season with a new system or envelope from Lindstrand Balloons today! 
Call your local Lindstrand Dealer today for the latest offers and deals! 

•       When DIAMONDWEAVETM, with it’s proven 500+ hour performance, is used 
in the entire envelope in substitution for a HyperlifeTM top/ripstop bottom there 
is no weight penalty.

•       The weight of DIAMONDWEAVETM falls almost midway between standard 
         ripstop and HyperlifeTM, just one important part of our extensive playbook.
•       The current UK based supplier of ripstop and silicone coated fabric 

guarantees that our HyperlifeTM and standard ripstop fabrics are identical in 
coating and weight to those they supply to other balloon manufacturers 
regardless of the names marketed under.

•       An envelope built with HyperlifeTM top 1/3 and DIAMONDWEAVETM in the 
lower 2/3, will weigh only slightly more; yet, is built from the two most durable 
and time-tested fabrics available in the hot air balloon industry today, a 
guaranteed   winner!

•        DIAMONDWEAVETM is still provided by the same supplier today as it was on 
day one. It continues to be the most tested fabric in the industry, with testing 
done at the manufacturer’s facility, and then again at AerostarTM, prior to 
acceptance by Lindstrand Balloons.

•        DIAMONDWEAVETM offers the most color choices, with 19 standard shades

Call your local Lindstrand Dealer today for the latest offers and deals! 
Get one and make this your best season yet! 

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-809-8889

http://www.wasballoon.com
http://www.wasballoon.com


Editor’s note: This is a 
new series that will appear in 
the Aerostats. WAS has been 
contacted by Gordon 
Schwontwoski- author of 
Crewing Essentials to see if 
we would like to purchase all 
of his articles. These are full 
length articles that will 
appear in Aerostas on a 
monthly basis and starting 
March 1, 2010 can be found 
in the new members only 
section of the WAS website. 
Watch for details on this 
exciting adventure as we give 
our crew some much needed 
knowledge.

Safe ballooning is 
simply more fun, and 
your club has joined 
every other US 
ballooning club in the 
first-ever nationwide 
ground school to 
promote that end. The 
goal is to get crew chiefs 
and crew to higher and 
more uniform standards 
of knowledge and skill 
nationwide and to reduce 
flying risk to near zero 
as fast as possible. More 
brains, less brawn, safer 
fun more often!

Crew Chief’s Corner is 
for all balloonists. Pilots 
will find information on 
flying and skill 
instruction their 
instructors never 
provided. Crew chiefs 
will find in-depth 
analysis of their role 
never discussed before. 
And crew will find what 
to expect and what is 
expected of them as their 
ballooning experience 
grows. Regardless of 
your ballooning rank, 
you’ll find a wealth of 
safety techniques and 
tips found nowhere else 
in our sport.

These 48 articles take an 
honest and thorough 
look at the mechanics, 
dynamics, realities, and 
legalities of crewing. 
They’re not the only or 
final word on crewing 
safety – just the first in 
ongoing discussion and 
training among you, 
your pilot, and crew. The 
key to safety is adapting 
fundamentals you find 
here to your equipment, 
region, flying style, and 

needs. Crewing is 
evolving faster than ever 
before, and the basics 
have never been as 
important as they are 
now!

A word of caution for 
readers: this is not the 
passive follow-behind 
“chasing” of the 1980s. 
Those days are over. 
Trouble develops when 
safety demands and 
skills/expectations are 
mismatched. Today’s 
flying demands 
informed, skilled, and 
proactive crew. You’ll 
learn to understand and 
manage weather, 
emergencies, high-wind 
ground handling, and 
landing safety like a 
pilot (while acting as 
crew) for one simple 
reason: you serve as 
your pilot’s only 
redundancy. Skilled, 
knowledgeable, and 
proactive crew are often 
the missing ingredient in 
safety. A full list of 
article topics appears 
below:

Welcome to Crew Chiefs Corner by Gordon 
Schwontwoski



1. Welcome to Crew 
Chiefʼs Corner

2. Safety Versus Command

3. Finding Great Crew

4. Crew Chief Training and 
Proficiency

5. Healthy Crew Dynamics

6. Common Crew Mistakes 
and Misperceptions

7. The Golden Rule and 10 
commandments

8. Dressing The Part

9. FAQs- Frequently 
Answered Questions

10.Emergency Contacts

11.Equipment Care and 
Handling

12.Rope and Line Safety 

13.First Aid and Injury 
Prevention

14.Legalities and Realities 
of Crewing

15.Driving Safety and 
Vehicle Handling

16.Navigation

17.Weather Savvy

18.When Things Go Really 
Wrong

19.Preventing and 
Managing Powerline 
Strikes

20.Crew Briefings

21.Passenger Briefings

22.Radio Communication

23.Layout to Launch

24.Fan Tips

25.Crown Line Command

26.In-Flight Management

27.Being There on Landing

28.There on Landing- Now 
What?

29.Drop Lines

30.Farm Landings

31.Unloading Passengers

32.Packing up Fast and 
Easy

33.Landowner Relations

34.Handling Hostile 
Landowners

35.Beware of Manʼs Best 
Friend

36.Propane and Refueling 
Safety

37.Flight Reviews

38.Cold Weather Crewing

39.Crewing with Children

40.Professionalism

41.Tethers

42.Festival Crewing

43.Plan Bʼs

44.Commercial Crewing

45.Competition Crewing

46.Special Shape Crewing

47.Media MAnagement

48.Making it All Happen

Crew Chief Corner Articles Quick Look



 What you’ll read is field-
tested and proven. I’ve served 
as crew chief on 2000+ flights 
since 1982, closely studied 
100,000+ more, and worked 
with 10,000+ crew 
nationwide. My book “Hot Air 
Balloon Crewing Essentials” 
and “Crew Zone” column in 
Ballooning Magazine address 
crewing topics in even greater 
detail. Hundreds of pilots and 
crew nationwide have agreed 
this is the most valuable 
hands-on material of any sort 
they’ve gained from safety 
seminars. I’m not the nation’s 
most experienced crew chief 
by any stretch, just the one 
most willing to lead the charge 
for ballooning safety. That 
said, you won’t ever see the 
word “I” in these articles; 
they’re more about your future 
safety than my ballooning 
past. Hopefully, this series 
will start discussions and 
create a forum to pull out even 
better crewing ideas and 
techniques. 
What’s in it for you? Pilots 
and crew who’ve taken tips 
from my articles, book, and 
seminars use them on their 
very next flight. Reported 
benefits include less 
equipment damage and repair 
cost, smoother inflations in 
any weather, fewer 

emergencies, easier 
navigation, safer landings, and 
faster pack-ups. Performance, 
communication, morale and 
loyalty all drastically improve. 
More safety, skill, fun, and 
profit with less risk, time, 
effort, and hassle – what more 
could any balloonist ask for? 

How each club runs these 
articles – sequentially in 
newsletters or as a web 
archive – will vary. Exactly 
how and how fast your pilot, 
crew chief, and crew use them 
is up to you – just apply what 
you learn. However you 
access them, thank your club 
officers for joining this 
unprecedented safety program 
which can help unify and 
grow our sport. My best 
wishes to you for flights filled 
with safe fun, adventure, 
friends, and lifelong 
memories!

Safe Flights and Soft 
Landings,
Gordon Schwontkowski     

Disclaimer: The information 
presented in these articles is 
for educational purposes, 
may not reflect the opinion 
of the newsletter publisher, 

and should be placed in 
context with personal 
experience and other 
authoritative sources. The 
author and publisher 
specifically disclaim any 
responsibility for any 
liability, loss, damage, or 
risk, personal or otherwise, 
which is incurred or alleged 
to have occurred as a 
consequence, directly or 
indirectly, of the use and 
application of any of the 
contents in this series.

Crew Chief Corner



2010 NW Safety Seminar
Evergreen Aviation and Space Museum, Imax Bldg,

Saturday,  March 20, 2010,  7:00am - 5:30 pm

For more information contact Laura Hancock

by  Email

Cost is $95.00. There is a $20 discount if registered

 by Feb, 20, 2010

PACIFIC COAST AERONAUTS
March 20, 2010

Tracy, California

Contact Linda Walton for more information

Safety Seminars

Talent, Oregon Firehouse
March 13, 2010
Contact Terri Ratcoviak

Southern Oregon and Northern California Safety Seminar

Ca
nce
lled

mailto:dayshancock@aol.com?subject=Safety%20Seminar
mailto:dayshancock@aol.com?subject=Safety%20Seminar
mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com%5D?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com%5D?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
mailto:tmratkoviak@msn.com?subject=Southern%20Oregon%20Safety%20Seminar
mailto:tmratkoviak@msn.com?subject=Southern%20Oregon%20Safety%20Seminar


Des Moines, Iowa to Host 2011 National 
Convention

The BFA Board is pleased to announce the selection of Des Moines, Iowa 
as host city for the BFA's 2011 National Convention. The decision was 
made during a Board teleconference meeting on November 30th. Des 
Moines was one of four cities that had bid to host the convention. The 
others were Denver, CO; Phoenix, AZ and Milwaukee, WI.

The decision was not an easy one as each of the bids was backed by a 
commitment of strong support from balloonists in each of the local areas. 
Local support was a key element in the success of the 2008 convention in 
Louisville, KY and an element the Board felt had to be present in the 
winning bid. History was also on the side of Des Moines as 2011 will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the BFA. Many of the organization's roots can be 
traced to Iowa and specifically Indianola, just a few minutes drive south of 
Des Moines.

 While the convention program will be developed in the next coming 
months, there is little doubt that history - both of ballooning and of the 
BFA - will play a large role thanks in part to the National Balloon Museum 
located in Indianola. The BFA corporate offices are also located in 
Indianola, within the National Balloon Museum.

The projected dates for the convention are April 7-10, 2011. Any BFA 
member interested in assisting with convention planning should contact 
their regional director.

Balloon Federation 
of America



SECRETARY- TREASURER REPORT 
JASON FAST

Call to Order
President Mark Trujillo called the January 12, 2010 Willamette Aerostat Society meeting to order at 6:31pm.  
Meeting held at Bullwinkle’s in Wilsonville.

 Previous month’s minutes approval
Motion to approve minutes, Cory Miller.  Second, Tom Rafin -- Passed

 Roll call of executive officers
Present

President Mark Trujillo
Vice President Justin Luber
Secretary/Treasurer Jason Fast
Past President, Web Master, News Letter Editor Cory Miller
Absent
Activities Director Edie Stoaks

 
 Executive committee report

Mission statement, has been drafted and was presented to the membership
Appointment of officers, Encouragement to volunteer for appointed positions of 
 News letter editor
 Web Master
 Activities Director
 Land Owner Relations committee
 Other Volunteers needed, see news letter or inquire with E-Board
Land Owner relations to be emphasized this year
 Good discussion from Jim Smith on mapping
 President encouraging a proactive approach
Ballooning informational videos - Volunteer to make videos
 Short how to or informational ballooning videos made by members
Membership roster on website with security discussed
Bios on the web site discussed as well as security issues
Discussion on web site in general
 Sample release forms
 Gordon’s crew corner articles to be available to members only:
Discussion on Dues



SECRETARY- TREASURER REPORT 
JASON FAST

Paper Certificates to expire March 31
Your paper pilot certificate will expire March 31. You’ll need to either go online to convert paper 
pilot certificates to plastic, or fill out a form and mail it to the FAA in Oklahoma City. The steps for 
the process are found online. Student certificates are not affected. Some non-pilot certificates 
are good for another three years. The expiration of the certificates is listed in the FAA 
regulations:

FAR 61.19(h): Duration of pilot certificates. Except for a temporary certificate issued under 
§61.17 or a student pilot certificate issued under paragraph (b) of this section, the holder of a 
paper pilot certificate issued under this part may not exercise the privileges of that certificate 
after March 31, 2010.

You may also ask the FAA to issue you a new certificate number that is not your social security 
number. The new plastic certificates won’t show your original date of issue, so you may want to 
store the paper certificate to remind you of the issue date. The process will take four to six 
weeks, so do it now.

Discussion on meetings, Location and Frequency
Discussion on forming a code of conduct for members
 Laura Hancock suggested a less legally binding name
  e.g. Conduct guidelines or Prudent Pilot Practices (PPP)

 Old business
None 
 New business
Jim Smith says Bowman Farms is excited to have balloons fly there.
 We need to organize a fun fly day out there.
 
 Event Dates and info.
Evergreen Safety Seminar, March 20 7:00am to 5:30
 February 6 is the price break deadline (or is it Feb 20 as in last news letter?)
BFA online safety seminar is Feb. 6 starting at 5:30am on the west coast
Loose Goose 3 event, Aug 21-22 with 20 balloon field.  Night glow required.
Tigard Festival, June 25-27
Walla Walla, May 7-9
Winthrop March 6-7

 Good of the order
No comments

 Motion to Adjourn
 Mark Trujillo.  Seconded by Cory Miller.  Passed 

BY Secretary Treasurer Jason Fast



Our Balloon Building 
History

By Bob LeDoux 

Our balloon building 
began as a master of 
necessity, not a matter of 
desire.  I completed my 
commercial check ride in 
1983.  In appreciation for 
the support given by my 
young bride, I stated those 
few words that would 
come back to haunt me:  
“Mari, would you like to 
try flying the balloon?” In 
the whirlwind that 
followed she completed 
her commercial certificate, 
never testing for a private 
rating.

Here comes the necessity 
part.  We agreed to share 
the balloon. But the 
plaintive “Please….?,” that 
always occurred when it 
was my turn to fly resulted 
in me logging seven hours 
in each of the following 
two years.  In 1986, I 
decided to build a little 
balloon, 38,000 cubic feet, 
so each of us could fly at 
the same time.  Result: 
spouse assumes husband is 
insane.

We bought a World War II 
vintage double needle 
sewing machine for $600.  
We started building the 
basket.  Mari wanted to 
help but weaving soaked 
rattan required strong 
fingers.  The fiber was like 
sandpaper, leaving fingers 
raw.

She offered to sew the 
envelope as she was a very 
experienced seamstress.  
But I decided to learn the 
process. My sewing was 
slow but adequate.  After 
the envelope was 
completed I found a 
manual for the machine. 
The machine had never 
been properly threaded 
during the entire process!

Mari had serious doubts 
about the process. I still 
remember the first 
inflation.  The look in her 
eyes during hot pack.  Her 
mouth dropped all the way 
to the ground. It looked 
like a balloon.

Castaway, was my design; 
it had boring colors. Mari 
would make certain that 
didn’t happen again.  From 
then on I designed the 

shape and she designed the 
color.

Move ahead to Winter 
1990.  I was working in 
our shop, in Lebanon, 
building an ultra light 
airplane called Minimax.  
Tail surfaces and wing ribs 
were complete.  I was in 
the process of drafting the 
fuselage sides on my 24 
foot long work bench when 
Mari entered:  “Launa 
Sever [at Go Lightly] just 
called…our Rally envelope 
needs six new panels from 
the top down to the top 
load tape.  Cost is $1100.  
She says its showing its 
age.  I looked at the 
fuselage drawing and 
realized the table would 
now cut fabric.  I 
wondered, “will I ever get 
back to the Minimax?”  I 
never did.

Home Building Bob and Marianne Ledoux



A call to Paul Stumpf had 27 
rolls of mill-end fabric 
trucked to our house from 
the east coast.  We examined 
and measured each roll and 
then decided on a pattern.  
The result was a Raven S-55 
copy called SewHappy, 
HAB-2.  It was an Indian 
blanket pattern.  Fabric 
reserves were slim.  A corner 
notch in each orange corner 
was needed to ensure 
sufficient white fabric to 
finish the pattern.

I started publishing The 
Balloon Builders Journal in 
1993.  Readers expressed 
interest in building 
lightweight envelopes from 

parachute fabric.  We ordered 
fabric through a broker and 
built SewLite, HAB-3.  The 
45,000 cubic foot envelope 
weighed 60 pounds.  Total 
cost was about $1500.  This 
envelope became our 
preference for solo flying as 
the Castaway envelope 
weighed 110 pounds.

We decided never to use 
heavy fabric again.  
Unfortunately, the previous 
year we had purchased 1800 
yards of standard fabric for 
$1.65 a yard.

SewHappy was our primary 
passenger carrying balloon 

until 1998. On the last flight 
of the year we noticed a 
small tear on landing.  I 
grabbed either side of the 
tear and pulled.  The violet 
fabric separated with no 
effort.  Mari was in shock.  
Time for balloon building.

During the Winter of 
1998-99 we built two 
envelopes.  SewEZ (HAB-4) 
was a copy of the Aerostar 
Rally 7 envelope.  Mari flies 
it to this day.  ISewBar 
(HAB-5) was a copy of the 
S-49, with a spiral red-white-
blue pattern.  Those 
envelopes filled our “desire 
to build” bucket until 2007.

SewHappy

SewLite

SewEZ

Home Building Bob and Marianne Ledoux



Mari had always wanted 
a “special shape.”  I had 
no desire to learn 3-D 
CAD to design such a 
monster. Even though a 
“happy wife is a happy 
life,” I was not willing to 
take that step.

The tetrahedron shaped 
balloon bubble was 
starting to build.  I 
looked at and found the 
designs wanting.  
Regular balloons carry 
loads using load tapes or 
ropes.  These tapes 
terminate, at a ring in the 

top, and at basket cables 
in the bottom.  This 
construction allows the 
tapes to be sewn back 
over themselves, 
preserving the tape 
strength at termination.  
That’s hard to do when 
the tapes meet each other 
at a 60 degree angle, as 
seen in tetra balloons.  I 
wasn’t willing to build 
such a balloon until these 
concerns were met.

The solution was simple:  
Use a small ring to 
attached the load tapes.  
Simplicity of design 
meant the rings needed 
to float in space—in the 
deflation port.  Using a 
triangular shaped 
deflation port solved the 
design issue.

Our latest balloon, 
SewPointee, (HAB-6) 
was built from parachute 
fabric.  The envelope 
weighs about 110 pounds 
with a volume of 75,000 
cubic feet.  It has few 
hours, and is flown 
primarily for show.

I’ve been in aviation 
since 1970, balloons 
since 1980.  The flying 
spark remains strong 
with Mari.  The spark is 
moderating is for me. 
Equipment feels heavier 
and the mornings feel 
earlier. Last year I flew 
17 hours.  I will continue 
to fly on a reduced 
schedule and support 
Mari’s flying as long as 
she has interest and the 
physical capability.

SewEZ has over 325 
hours and we are 
thinking about the design 
of HAB-7.

ISewBar SewPointy

Home Building Bob and Marianne Ledoux



Date Event Location Contact Website

MarchMarchMarchMarchMarch

20

Pacific Coast 
Aeronauts 
Safety 
Seminar

Tracy, California Linda Walton

 
AprilAprilAprilAprilApril

TBD
Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Farm

Woodburn, OR Jim Smith

http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html

 23-25

Paso Robles Hot 
Air Balloon 
Festival

Paso Robles, 
CA

Gary Eaton
714-528-6750 http://www.estrellaassociates.com/

relaxation_recreation.php#balloon
MayMayMayMayMay

 7-9

36th Annual Hot 
Air Balloon 
Stampede

Walla Walla, 
WA 

Chamber of Commerce
509-525-0850

http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93

TBD

Collage of Culture Madras, OR Chamber of Commerce
800-967-3564

http://www.collageofculture.com/
JuneJuneJuneJuneJune

TBD

Wild Rogue 
Balloon Festival

Grants Pass, 
OR 

Bill Woodhead
541-660-0017

http://www.wildrogue.org/

 4-6

Liberty Bank 
Balloons Over 
Bend

Bend, OR 541-323-0964

http://www.balloonsoverbend.com/

25-27

Allstate Festival of  
Balloons

Tigard, OR Jim Smith
503-590-4632

http://www.tigardballoon.org/
JulyJulyJulyJulyJuly

TBD

Rogue Valley Hot 
Air Balloon Rally

Medford, OR Larry & Teresa Sprague
541-664-1862

http://www.rvballoons.com/

TBD
Rock of Ages McMinnville, 

OR 
Sheila
503-472-6212

sheilas@onlinemac.com
AugustAugustAugustAugustAugust

21-22
Loose Goose III McMinnville, 

OR
Laura Hancock
dayshancock.aol.com

 

 27-29
Northwest Art & 
Air Festival

Albany, OR Rebecca/Cathy
541-928-4911

 http://www.cityofalbany.net/parks/nwaaf/
SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember

6

Jefferson Fly-Out
(Labor Day)

Jefferson, OR Marianne LeDoux
541-327-2907

 

 10-12

The Great Reno 
Balloon Race

Reno, NV Dixie Craig
775-826-1181

http://www.renoballoon.com

TBD

Ruby Mountain 
Balloon Festival

Elko, NV Donna Engdahl
775-478-1363

dendahl@frontiernet.net

mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html
http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93
http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93
http://www.collageofculture.com/balloons.cfm
http://www.collageofculture.com/balloons.cfm
http://www.wildrogue.org
http://www.wildrogue.org
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com
http://www.tigardballoon.org
http://www.tigardballoon.org
http://www.rvballoons.com
http://www.rvballoons.com
mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
mailto:dendahl@frontiernet.net
mailto:dendahl@frontiernet.net


Many of you told us you 
appreciated the Balloon 
Fiesta Presidentʼs monthly 
emails about the 
happenings at Balloon 
Fiesta. Here is my first as 
President of the Board. 
Everyone at Balloon Fiesta 
wishes you a Happy New 
Year! Applications for the 
2010 Balloon Fiesta will be 
online March 1.

Thereʼs been a lot of 
discussion recently about 
insurance rates, insurance 
claims and Balloon Fiesta.  
Please be assured that we 
are looking at ways to help 
our pilots with expenses 
and will provide more about 
this before registration 
opens.  In the meantime, we 
want to share some 
information with you in 
response to comments 
weʼve reviewed from IMC 
and various pilots.

IMC (Tudor Insurance) has 
elected to charge an “extra” 
premium to pilots who fly in 
Balloon Fiesta. Their stated 
reason was that they 
needed to either make “an 
ʻacross the boardʼ premium 
percentage increase to 
offset the increasing loss 
ratio ….. OR, directly 
address the risk situation.” 

In IMCʼs message, they 
referred to a “serious 
situation that threatens our 
sport…” They didnʼt directly 
identify that situation but 
implied that Balloon Fiesta 
safety is that serious 
situation. During 
conversations weʼve had 
with IMCʼs representative 
theyʼve said that they have 
nothing but respect for 
Balloon Fiesta officials and 
management and have 
given no suggestions as to 
how to improve Balloon 
Fiesta safety. Thus it 
appears that the basis for 
their decision is simply that 
balloon accidents happen at 
Balloon Fiesta so they will 
exclude coverage at Balloon 
Fiesta unless thereʼs an 
additional premium paid.

This insurance price 
increase shouldnʼt be a big 
surprise (although singling 
out Balloon Fiesta as their 
method is a disappointment 
to AIBF and the hundreds of 
pilots who have perfect 
Balloon Fiesta flying 
records).  The balloon 
insurance market is very 
small, making it difficult for 
the basic insurance model 
(collect more in premiums 
than is paid out in claims 
and operating expenses). 
We havenʼt been able to 
determine exactly how 
many balloons are insured 
in the United States, but our 
research indicates the 
number is between 2,500 
and 3,000. If you use $800 
as an average annual 
premium that means there 
is between $2,000,000 and 
$2,400,000 in premiums 
collected each year. Then 
you need to consider that 
there are several insurance 
companies “splitting the 
premium pie” giving each 
one only a portion from 
which to pay claims.

Letter from AIBF President John Sena



As with any business, it 
needs to make a profit if 
it is to continue. For 
insurance companies, 
that means either 
increasing premiums or 
reducing claims (or 
both).  In 2009, in an 
attempt to reduce claims, 
IMC required their 
insureds to obtain liability 
waivers from all 
passengers and crew 
members, the source of 
most of their claims. (For 
crew members, the 
requirement was later 
reduced to 
acknowledgements of 
responsibility.) In order 
to increase revenue, they 
are now raising 
premiums for those who 
fly in Balloon Fiesta.

A posting on the Reflector 
was forwarded to me that 
stated 20% of all balloon 
claims originate at 
Balloon Fiesta. IMC told 
us later that the 
statement was inaccurate 
and the correct 
information is that IMC’s 
loss ratio is 20% at 
Balloon Fiesta. A loss 
ratio is computed by 
dividing total dollars paid 
in claims by total 
premiums collected.  Said 

differently, 20% of IMC’s 
annual premium dollars 
are paid out for claims 
that result from Balloon 
Fiesta flights. There’s no 
direct relationship 
between the quantity of 
claims and loss ratio. 

We acknowledge IMC’s 
right to increase their 
premiums in any manner 
they deem appropriate.  
However, we disagree 
with their method of 
increasing premiums for 
only those pilots who 
participate in Balloon 
Fiesta. The basic premise 
of insurance is to collect 
premiums from many and 
use a portion of it to pay 
the claims of a few. With 
this new arrangement, 
the overall increase is 
being spread to only a 
portion of the premium 
payers, making their 
increases 
disproportionately larger 
than if spread to 
everyone in the premium 
pool. This could make 
sense if everyone flying 
in Balloon Fiesta had 
accidents, but that’s not 
the case. Most of the 
Balloon Fiesta pilots are 
extremely safe and their 
records reflect it.  IMC’s 

price increase 
methodology means that 
a pilot who has flown in 
20+ Balloon Fiestas, 
never had an accident or 
incident, has taught other 
pilots to fly, attends and 
teaches safety seminars 
will be forced to pay 
30-40% more in 
premiums. Compare that 
to a person who has an 
automobile accident. 
Generally that person’s 
premium is raised. In this 
new arrangement, if the 
pilot who had the 
accident doesn’t return to 
Balloon Fiesta, he has no 
penalty, but the safe 
pilots who attend Balloon 
Fiesta must pay an 
additional amount. This 
just doesn’t make sense 
to us.

AIBF Letter Continued



Balloon Fiesta’s safety 
record seems to be the 
target of IMC and a few 
pilots’ emails. As you 
know, Balloon Fiesta 
gathers various data from 
a number of sources, i.e., 
number of hours flown, 
number of hours during 
the past 12 months, 
whether a pilot has had 
an accident or FAR 
violation, number of 
flights at Balloon Fiesta. A 
major reason this data is 
collected is to determine 
whether it provides any 
insights into safety. That 
information is analyzed to 
identify practices and 
procedures that will make 
Balloon Fiesta and 
ballooning safer. We 
continually compile this 
data and will share the 
findings as they are 
reached. To aid our 
analysis we requested 
claims information from 
IMC, but they told us their 
information is proprietary 
and won’t be released. So 
we researched NTSB 
records to evaluate 
statements that have 
been made.

Based on NTSB reports, 
there have been 341 

balloon accidents in the 
United States from 1990 
through November 2009 
(20 years). Of those 
accidents, 43 have been 
at Balloon Fiesta. Of the 
Balloon Fiesta accidents, 
five of them involved 
pilots with less than 100 
hours. Eight of them 
involved pilots with more 
than 1,000 hours. These 
figures don’t seem to 
support the position that 
pilots with less than 100 
hours are more prone to 
accidents than 
experienced pilots or 
justify one insurance 
company’s decision to not 
provide insurance for 
these pilots to attend 
Balloon Fiesta. Statistics 
indicate that 12.6% of 
balloon accidents occur at 
Balloon Fiesta where 
about 5,000 flight 
operations are conducted 
each year. 

Unfortunately we don’t 
know what percentage of 
the nation’s balloon flights 
occur at Balloon Fiesta. 
However those statistics 
aren’t as important as 
everyone’s goal to reduce 
or eliminate accidents.

There are many safety 
initiatives that we employ 
at Balloon Fiesta, some of 
which probably aren’t 
readily apparent. We’ve 
made a list of some of 
those and we’ll share it 
with you later this month 
in another email.

Soft Winds,

John Sena

Editor’s note: This was 
put on the 
Balloonfiesta.com website 
and included here for your 
information.

AIBF Letter Continued



 RADIO 

COMMUNICATION 

by Gordon Schwontkowski

It seems simple enough – 
your pilot hands you an 
aircraft radio or has a 
system in the truck for 
a i r - t o  g r o u n d 
commun ica t ion . Few 
things in flying, however, 
cause so much confusion 
and misunderstanding 
among pilots and crew as 
radios. Let’s talk about 
the many unspoken rules 
of speaking on the radio – 
don’t grab and key that 
microphone unless and 
until you can abide by 
them.
Radios in the age of cell 
phones? Both are vital 
and have limits, and each 
backs the other up. One 
often works while the 
other fails. Aircraft radios 
are often legally required 
and generally work on 
line of sight: transmission 
and reception suffer in 

mountains, valleys, or 
dense forest. Cell phones 
reception at altitude or in 
remote areas often fades 
or outright fails. While 
FAR’s don’t expressly 
prohibit cell phone use in-
flight, most pilots balk at 
using them exclusively. 
Bottom line: your pilot 
needs a radio to talk with 
airport towers and other 
aircraft, and chances are 
you’ll get calls on it as 
well.
Whether you use a 
Citizen’s Band (CB) radio, 
aircraft radios, FM’s, or a 
small handheld 2-way, it’s 
essential you understand 
what to do as well as 
what NOT to do to 
p r o m o t e c l e a r 
communication. Begin 
with these guidelines:
Define appropriate 
usage with your pilot. 
Some prefer crew only 
listen and never initiate 
calls. Others ask crew for 
information on weather 
or landing sites. To avoid 
distractions, your pilot 
may turn the radio on 
only when calling you. 
Every pilot is different – 
know your pilot’s radio 
style.

Know how your radio 
works. Practice and 
always double check! 
How do you turn it on/off 
or adjust volume/squelch? 
How do you transmit? 
Make sure your radio is 
charged, turned on, and 
on the same frequency 
you’re pilot is using. Most 
common ly u sed a re 
123 . 30 , 123 . 45 , and 
123.50. Agree on a back-
up frequency i f you 
encounter heavy use or 
poor reception. Do a 
radio check across your 
launch field before you 
inflate and fly. Keep your 
radio ON during the 
ent i re fl i gh t . A lways 
maintain radio contact; 
take one with you when 
leaving your truck or 
leave a crew member 
behind to monitor it. Two 
people can’t transmit at 
the same time. As in life, 
you can only truly hear 
when

you’re not talking (keying 
the mic). Respect other 
transmissions; switch 
frequencies or at least 
don’t interrupt others’ 
messages.



U s e y o u r r a d i o 
s p a r i n g l y . C a s u a l 
conversation is for the 
ground; use your radio to 
transmit information and 
intention. Emergencies, 
surface winds, incoming 
rain, downwind obstacles 
( p owe r l i n e s , c a t t l e 
beneath trees, etc.), and 
l a n d i n g s i t e c h o i c e /
suitability are generally safe 
t o p i c s . C o m m e n t s 
regarding other pilots/
crew, landowners, or what 
you’re having for breakfast 
are best kept to yourself. 
Here’s why. Everyone is 
listening – you’re broad-
casting to the world! 
Airport traffic control and 
fixed wing pilots may also 
u s e yo u r f re q u e n c y. 
Especially at events, dozens 
of pilots and crew will as 
well. That irate landowner 
may also have FM or 2-way 
radios for farm use which 
p i c k u p y o u r 
t r a n s m i s s i o n s . Yo u r 
messages reflect on you 
and all balloonists. Pack 
y o u r m e s s a g e w i t h 
con t en t , no t go s s i p , 
evaluation or judgment.
Speak calmly, evenly, 
and without emotion. 
That’s just the way it is. 
Turn on your aircraft radio 

and listen to fixed wing 
pilots talking with the 
tower during takeoffs and 
landings. Almost always it’s 
strictly business, and that 
will often be your best 
choice as well. Use few 
w o r d s . Yo u r p i l o t ’s 
priorities are AVIATE, 
N A V I G A T E , a n d 
COMMUNICATE – in that 
order. Flying comes first, 
radios come last. Multi-
tasking pilots are already 
time-pressed. Say or ask 
what you need clearly and 
concisely. A message like 
“Blue Firefly descending 
downwind above you, 
surface is 270(degrees) at 
8(knots), power upwind on 
the road” may sound 
forced and unnatural, but 
most pilots approaching a 
landing would consider 
that music to their ears.
Choose your words 
wisely. Jokes regarding 
distress or accidents are 
never appropriate. Avoid 
u s i n g t h e w o r d 
“emergency” on the radio 
at all costs unless you truly 
have one which requires 
outside assistance. The 
Civil Air Patrol monitors 
121.50 for the words 
“ d i s t r e s s ” a n d 
“emergency.” Do not 

switch onto this frequency 
or transmit these words 
(or any messages) except 
under the most critical 
conditions or if you’ve 
exhausted all other means 
o f g e t t i n g he l p . The 
r e s p o n s e a n d 
consequences of crying 
wolf can be amazingly 
sudden and severe.
Know the code. Many 
flying situations call for 
selective radio targeting; 
pilots and crew must often 
discuss fl ight opt ions 
w i t h o u t a l a r m i n g 
passengers or spectators. 
Agree on covert messages 
to this end regarding low 
fuel levels, fading daylight, 
incoming rain, hosti le 
landowners, or other 
concerns. A casual “I’m 
looking” may mean “I’m 
desperately looking for a 
landing site and have no 
good options – stay close.” 
“Cloud to ground” means 
lightning but escapes most 
passengers’ scrutiny. Agree 
on phrases ahead of time 
and make sure all your 
crew know what they are 
and monitor the radio for 
their use.

 Assume at some point all 



Plan for radio failure. 
Assume at some point all 
communication technology will 
fail you. It will happen; the only 
question if when, and that 
often comes at the worst 
possible time. Develop a 
system of instant nonverbal 
communication that conveys 
messages without radios at all. 
A drop line hanging 4-5 feet 
below the basket or releasing 
the crown line can mean 
“committed to landing site, on 
approach and landing soon.” 
Hands up in the air, a single 
horn honk, or headlights on 
can signal a suitable landing site 
w h i l e d o u b l e h o n k s o r 
outstretched arms can mean 
“stay out, fly on”. A few blasts 
of a glow burner can signal 
concern over fading daylight 
and possibly landing in tight or 
marginal spots.
Know why your pilot may not 
respond. The many reasons 
include:

• Technical difficulties: 
power o f f , vo lume/
squelch too low, low 
ba t ter i e s , improper 
frequency on either or 
both radios

• With low power, your 
pilot may shut the radio 
off to save power for 
vital messages

• When contour flying 
below 100’, your pilot is 
focused only on what 
lies ahead

• Approaching a landing, 
y o u r p i l o t ’s b u s y : 
d e s cend i n g / ven t i n g , 
br iefing passengers , 

checking surface winds, 
etc. There’s little time or 
need for radios. If you 
transmit, don’t expect a 
reply

• Burner noise may have 
drowned out your 
message – time your 
pilot’s burns and try 
again after one

• In competition, pilots 
often turn radios down/
off when approaching a 
target to avoid 
distractions

• Passengers want to fly 
for tranquility, not in the 
cockpit of a military jet. 
Your pilot may turn it 
down or off for a better 
flight experience

• You talk too much! Your 
pilot may prefer one- 
way communication or 
simply to receive only; 
many simply turn their 
radios off until they’re 
ready to talk with the 
crew. That said, crew 
deserve to know why a 
pilot might not respond 
to calls. Withholding 
information ( landing 
here early, crossing the 
river, etc.) can create 
t e n s i on a nd s a f e t y 
hazards in flying. An 
a i r l i n e p i l o t w h o 
wouldn’t answer a radio 
call pre-9/1 1 would 
simply be fired – today, 
he’d be fired upon. There 
are few if any good 
reasons for radio silence 
– keep vital information 
flowing.

Useful as they are, radios can 
become a distraction for 
pilots. Prevent this by keeping 
messages brief, clear, and only 
when needed. Aircraft radios 
are not CB’s or personal cell 
phones; bite your tongue when 
tempted to chatter with good 
buddies or narrate events from 
the ground. Many tasks demand 
your pilot’s full attention, and 
incessant questions or babble 
from below will discourage 
listening and replies – especially 
when you really need an 
answer!
Aircraft radios add a dimension 
of safety and convenience few 
other technologies can, even if 
you don’t use them on every 
flight. Discuss radio protocol 
with your pilot before this 
flying season begins!



January 9, 2010
Was Executive Board Meeting

President - Mark Trujillo
Vice President - Justin Luber
Sec/Treasurer - Jason Fast
New Letter Editor - Cory Miller
Out going Sec/Treasurer - Sandy 
Grove
Host - Ron Grove

Call to order at 10:23am

Discuss meeting agenda
**Motion to approve Cory, 
second Justin - PASSED

Cory Millers President hand 
off speech
-Duties of each office
-General guidelines and 
suggestions

News letter discussion
-Balloon Pictures, Names and 
possibly bios
-Bios are not for advertising
-Discussion on Privacy
-Discussion on possible 
password protection of:
 -News Letter
-Rooster
-Bios
-Links to other news letter 
discussion
-Rooster in news letter 
discussion
-**Motion - Cory, to pursue 
password protection of News 
letter, Rooster, and Bios
-Second Justin - PASSED

Discussion of Mission 
Statement 

-Make some revision to Mission 
statement
-Will rewrite and Email to E-
board for final approval

Land Owner Relations - 
Discussion
-Looking to form a committee 
with E-Board over site
-First Volunteer - Ron Grove

Budget Discussion
-Currently only about $60.00 
mandatory expenses
-Projected membership dues 700 
plus
-Current balance Jan. 9 before 
deposits 673.92
-About 120 encumbered for 
Christmas food

Educational Video production 
discussion
-Will look for interested 
volunteers
2010 ideas
-Gordon’s information and safety 
articles for news letters
-Discussion - I believe this will 
be password protected?  
 - **Motion by Mark to purchase 
articles for publication in news 
letter for $175
-Second Justin - PASSED

Appointment of positions 
discussion
-Community relations
-Activity Director - Volunteer 
nomination - Sandy Grove 
-New letter editor

Dues
-Discussion on option of paying 
dues by Pay Pal/Credit card
-***Motion to add online 
payment with added $1.00 
processing fee
-Second Cory - PASSED

Discussion on meeting 
frequency and locations

Meeting adjourned at around 
2:30
Jason Fast Secretary/Treasurer
   

Executive Board Meeting Minutes 1/09/2010



1/25/10 Executive 
meeting by phone 
conference call to order 
at 8:03pm

Roll call-Present
 President Mark Trujillo
 Vice pres. Justin Luber
 Sec/Tres. Jason Fast
 Web master and editor 
Cory Miller

Motion by Cory to approve 
agenda, Second Justin, 
Unanimous

Old Business 
Survey
Meeting frequency- Justin’s 
discussion for every other 
month, more attendance, good 
content
-Jason- possibly monthly in 
winter months
-Cory- agree with monthly in 
winter
-Mark - Possible June meeting in 
Tigard festival
-Discussed meeting at Safety 
Seminar (maybe not)
-Mark will start drafting a 
meeting calendar

Bylaws- Motion by Mark to 
post to public section on web 
site.  Discussion.  Second Justin, 
unanimous
Code of conduct
-Discussion by Cory from BFA 
and personal, opposed due to 
liability
-Justin agreed with liability 
opposition
-Jason concurred with 
opposition, with suggestion of 

more informal information for 
new members
-No code of conduct from WAS 
Club
-Possible FYI flyer with no club 
endorsement, at safety seminar 
or club meetings by Mark.

Fun Flights
-No host flights discussed to 
limit club liability
-Each pilot responsible for them 
self,  pilots- paid passengers OK. 
-Look on WAS web site 
calendar and news letter for 
days and locations. There will be 
a form on the WAS Website to 
submit your fun flight 
information. There will also be a 
tab on the WAS website 
showing dates of fun flights and 
the locations. You can also check 
the calendar as all of the 
executive board can add content 
to the calendar. 

Pilot Bios
 Due to protection being 
very difficult, bios will be public 
with the option to opt in or 
out. Other members only items 
in the works for March 1 letter

New business

-Cory discussed the April 2011 
BFA convention
-Cory- Motion to send a club 
member besides himself to soak 
in information for the club.
-First option to E-board then to 
club members, Executive board 
will make choice
-WAS shall pay $175 
registration, attendee 
responsible for everything else.

-Seconded by Mark, Unanimous
-Justin Motion to Send Mark 
Trujillo to April 2011 BFA 
convention.  Second Cory. 
Unanimous

-Madras Event discussed by 
Mark - July 3-4
-Event was to be cancelled but 
now they are trying to do a low 
budget event
-Last year was $18,000 with bad 
weather and little flying.
-Mark is acting as liaison for this 
event and will keep the club 
informed.
Feb. WAS meeting 
agenda
-Open floor to members to 
discuss experiences and 
information on festival flying, 
event names are not to be used, 
just information, pro and con for 
other members to think about.
-5 minutes per person with 
Cory to be the time moderator
-Mark will lead this off.
-Mark to contact Marianne 
about attending, for her to 
contribute and get information.

Cory discussed Kong’s ad in the 
news letter, Paid through Feb 
2011. Will be a different ad each 
month.
  Kong will get to preview 
his ad before letter goes out for 
corrections.
 Cory discussed ads on 
web page and he was opposed 
to it for reason he discussed.
 All concurred that ads 
would not be on the web page.
Motion to Adjourn by Justin, 
second by Cory, Unanimous at 
9:19pm 

Executive Board Meeting Minutes 1/25/2010



WAS Members Alan Sanderson, Mark Trujillo, Terri Miller and Ron and Sandy Grove 
took advantage of the nice weather Jan 23, 2010 to perform a pre- purchase 
inspection. Photos are from Alan Sanderson and Terri Miller
If you have the chance to take advantage of the rare nice weather during Jan-March 
Send Cory the pictures to be included in the newsletter.

Terri’s First Aerostar 
Inflation!!!



CALL FOR CREWING AND SAFETY PHOTOS

Work on the companion DVD to Crew Chief’s Corner is underway – want to 
contribute photos? This long-needed resource will offer crew chiefs hands-on 
training to handle the routines, surprises, and risks that each flight brings – based on 
the collective experience of real balloonists nationwide. The search is on for 
ballooning’s best photos and tips illustrating any aspect of crewing or flying safety 
including:

Crew tasks                                          Hard-won lessons                            Time-saving 
techniques                        Pre-flight routines                                 Weather                                              
Emergencies/accidents                                                   Injury prevention                                    
Ground handling                             In-flight (navigation/driving)       Landing safety                                         
Landowner relations                              Propane/refueling safety

…and whatever you wished your pilot would have taught you sooner! Very limited 
use of OOPS photos may be made only to illustrate the importance of safety. Each 
inclusion will be considered individually and only after contacting the submitter – 
please include your phone number if submitting an OOPS photo. 

Send only your best! Submissions must be in JPEG format (any resolution) and 
briefly identified with your name (examples: CROWN LINE John Smith, 
BRIEFING Colleen Wright). Too many to email? Burn a CD and mail it to Gordon 
Schwontkowski, 82 Silver Tree Circle, Cary, IL 60013. Submission constitutes 
consent to use photos for this DVD. Contributors’ names will appear as photo credits 
on the DVD. Please submit photos by April15, 2010.  Send photos to 
hotaircrew@gmail.com. Due to the scope of this project and the thousands of crew in 
the US, I may not be able to personally respond to each submission – thank you in 
advance for your participation and your contribution to future ballooning safety! A 
late 2010 release is expected – stay tuned to Crew Chief’s Corner for the 
announcement.

Crew Chief Corner Cont

mailto:hotaircrew@gmail.com
mailto:hotaircrew@gmail.com


For Sale

5 hp Briggs and Stratton Engine. 21 inch wood 
prop, complete tune up one year ago ($59.00) great 
for a small balloon or for a second fan for more 
prompt 
inflations. 
Located in Salem, $150.00
Greg Miller
503 510-7835

1986 Aerostar stretch basket. 468 hours. Newer 
foam bolster cover, poly skid liners,
stainless steel corners. Last annual 5/08. 2-20 gal 
stainless steel lay-down
tanks with covers & heaters. Double HP-2D 
burners. In great condition. $5,800

Ron Grove
7th Heaven Balloons
Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net
503-363-4200
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WAS OFFICERS

President
Mark Trujillo

Vice President
Justin Luber

Secretary & Treasurer
Jason Fast

Newsletter Editor
Cory Miller

Youth Programs
Cory Miller

Activities
Sandy Grove

Community Relations
To Be appointed

Webmaster
Cory Miller

WAS Web Site
www.wasballoon.com

FORUM Information
subscribe email:

downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

To obtain Member Contact information, send an e-mail 
to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish 
member contact information other than e-mail 

addresses.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are 
encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a 
submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and 
comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy

Club members ballooning related or event 
information published on a space available basis 

at no charge. Business Advertising by Club 
members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.

Material must be submitted in computer word 
processing format with pictures in JPG format.

Aero-Stats reserves the right to decline 
publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates

Full Page $30 1/2 Page $20
1/4 Page $15 Business Card $10

Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, 
or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AEROSTATS does 
not imply an endorsement of the Ad or its 

contents.  Text and images will be printed as 
submitted by advertisers.

TREASURER’S REPORT
     Beginning balance       597.46

     Deposits (dues)           325.00

     Expenses                   0.00 

     Ending balance           838.92

mailto:mark@wasballoon.com?subject=WAS%20Balloons
mailto:mark@wasballoon.com?subject=WAS%20Balloons
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mailto:newsletter@wasballoon.com?subject=WAS%20Newsletter
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mailto:activities@wasballoon.com?subject=WAS%20Activities
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mailto:waswebsite@wasballoon.com?subject=WAS%20website
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WAS Membership Application

Name: ___________________________________________________
Birthday: Month__________ Day_______
Address: _________________________________________________
Date Submitted ______________________
City: ___________________________ State: _________ Zip: ____________
Phone #: (_____) ______-________
Cell Phone (____) ___-___________
E-Mail Address: ___________________@__________________
BFA Membership Number: __________________________

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level _____________________ BFA Pilot Level ____________________
FAA Wings Level ____________________ Other _____________________________

Family Member Information
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No

Membership Type
Charter ($15) _______ Individual ($15) ___________
Family ($20)________ Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB) ___________
Enroll or renew JB Membership . We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB!s name above.

Membership
WAS Publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member!s Birthdays monthly in 
AEROSTATS
& communicates via email and our Website. We recognize and respect our Member!s privacy. If
you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information 
published on our Web Site is public domain & subject to retrieval via internet connection. Unless 
otherwise indicated, “Y” is assumed.
Publish Name in Annual Directory: Y/N " " " Publish Address in Annual Directory Y/N
Publish Phone # in Annual Directory Y/N " " Publish E-Mail Address in Annual Directory: Y/N
Publish cell Phone # in Annual Directory Y/N
Publish Family Member names in Directory: Y/N "" Publish Birthday in AERO-STATS: Y/N

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon 97338


