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Our meeting in February was a bit different than most meetings, 
in that the majority of the time was allocated to allow time for 
people to talk about their decision making process they go 
through when deciding to accept an invitation to fly at a rally.  We 
heard from pilots and crew during this time, with everyone sharing 
valuable and interesting information.  I wonʼt try and recap every 
single point made, as our Secretary did a fine job in capturing 
high points in the meeting minutes, but I will say that I did learn a 
thing or two that will go into my decision making process. 

Of personal interest to me, was considering the impact in addition to flying/tethering 
in the morning, as some crew members drive back and forth for each launch.  Of 
course, most rallies provide ample experienced (and newbees) crew so crew 
burnout is not an issue, but some do not.  The topic of having activities available 
during the rallies was also brought up.  A fair amount of the discussion also 
centered around doing more for our crew.   I really liked the idea of having the pilots 
roll up their sleeves and get involved in hosting an appreciation meal in honor of our 
crew.  This could take the form of a dinner during pilot check in, or a brunch/lunch 
after the morning flights have concluded.  I was pleased to see that more than one 
person was taking notes - both pilots and those involved in the organization of a 
local rally.

Your Executive Committee also announced a new meeting structure.  General 
meetings will occur every other month, so please refer to the Event Calendar for a 
complete rundown of meetings.  The next general meeting will be in April, where weʼll 
be talking about landowner relations.  A landowner relations committee has been 
formed, and we will be hearing about their progress.  Itʼs still not too late if youʼre 
interested in participating in this committee – just let me know.

If youʼre reading this article, you obviously have access to our memberʼs only section 
of the WAS Website.  I would like to thank Cory for getting this set-up, and I would like 
to thank you for renewing your membership in WAS.  I hope you continue to enjoy the 
benefits of being a WAS member, and would like to remind you to continue to give me 
and the other WAS Officers your feedback of how weʼre doing. 
 
I hope that youʼve been able to attend a safety seminar, and have started thinking 
about preparing for another fun and safe flying season.  Personally, I enjoyed 
attending the on-line BFA Safety Seminar and can say I even learned a new thing or 
two.  Sure itʼs nice to get that discount on our insurance, but what really matters is 
striving to be safe and do what we can to minimize our risk of any incidents or 
accidents.
 
Iʼm looking forward to our weather to dry up and start putting some hours on the new 
envelope. 
 
Gentle breezes,
Mark
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SECRETARY- TREASURER REPORT 
JASON FAST

Call to Order

President Mark Trujillo called 
the Feb. 9, 2010 Willamette 
Aerostat Society meeting to 
order at 6:37pm. Meeting 
held at Bullwinkleʼs in 
Wilsonville.

Previous months meeting 
minuteʼs approval

Motion, Cory. Second: 
Sandy. Passed

Roll call of executive 
officers

Present

President Mark Trujillo

Vice President Justin Luber

Secretary/Treasurer Jason 
Fast

Past President, Web Master, 
News Letter Editor Cory 
Miller

Activities Director Sandy 
Grove

Total Member attendance 13 
and one guest.Executive 
committee report

Mark discussed Jan 25 e-
board meeting.

No code of conduct will be 
endorse by WAS, but there 
may be relevant information 
made available related to 
code of conduct.

Talk about club meeting 
schedule which was handed 
out and topics of meetings

Old business - No 
discussion under Old 
business

New business - No 
discussion under new 
business

Festival flying information, 
open forum

Jim - Briefly discussed 
differences between the 
event organizer and the 
balloon organizer and there 
differing points of view. He 
expressed his interest in 
hearing the discussion.

Mark - started the discussion 
from new pilot point of view.

Pros were the perks of the 
events with propane being 
the #1 perk and monetary 
show up etc being 
secondary and less 
important to him. Experience 
crew also a Pro.

Cons, Terrain and congested 
areas, night glows a slight 
con with a new envelope to 
care for.

Cory - from a crew point of 
view

Looking for what is available 
for crew

Looking for kid friendly 
environment.

Kris - Discussed liking to 
have her crew taken care of.

Pasha - discussed unknown 
crew, unknown experience 
and the cons of it.

A Pro was good crew 
sponsored and supplied by 
the event.

Sandy- Con, anything 
considered or called 
Mandatory. This eliminates 
pilot decision.

Ron - Pro, giving rides, that 
is what he enjoys, this is 
sometimes called 
mandatory.

Allan - discussed night glow 
incident at Myrtle creek 
when an unforeseen gust 
cause balloons to get away 
causing damage.



SECRETARY- TREASURER REPORT 
JASON FAST

Paper Certificates to expire March 31
Your paper pilot certificate will expire March 31. You’ll need to either go online to convert paper 
pilot certificates to plastic, or fill out a form and mail it to the FAA in Oklahoma City. The steps for 
the process are found online. Student certificates are not affected. Some non-pilot certificates 
are good for another three years. The expiration of the certificates is listed in the FAA 
regulations:

FAR 61.19(h): Duration of pilot certificates. Except for a temporary certificate issued under 
§61.17 or a student pilot certificate issued under paragraph (b) of this section, the holder of a 
paper pilot certificate issued under this part may not exercise the privileges of that certificate 
after March 31, 2010.

You may also ask the FAA to issue you a new certificate number that is not your social security 
number. The new plastic certificates won’t show your original date of issue, so you may want to 
store the paper certificate to remind you of the issue date. The process will take four to six 
weeks, so do it now.

Jim - Added to the discussion of 
unforeseen weather and how 
quickly weather can change.

Eddie - From crew view. Pros, 
group activities, and sharing of 
expenses

Marilyn - Would like event 
organizers to give thought to crew 
needs at events.

Eddie - Added that Walla Walla 
and Prosser give consideration to 
crew.

Leslie - Would like car pool options 
for crew. Event organizers could 
possibly help with this by adding 
something on an application for 
crewing. Crew parking would also 
be a crew perk making parking and 
access easier.

Kathy - Discussed crew and 
problems with security.

Marilyn - Added that people do try 
to take advantage of security to get 
around paying.

General discussion on sponsors

Pilots need to know expectation on 
dealing with sponsors.

Discussion on traffic issues and 
patterns.

Justin and Pasha brought up crew 
appreciation and ideas.

Crew appreciation potluck brought 
up where pilots cater to the crews.

Jason - As I write these minutes 
my conclusion on this discussion 
was that it was positive and 
informative on festival flying. It then 
gravitated toward crew 
appreciation and accommodations 
which was also a very positive 
discussion. As I have read, A 
PILOT WITH OUT CREW IS 
JUST ANOTHER SPECTATOR.

Good of the order

Jim - brought up that balloon rides 
at the State Fair had been 
mentioned.

Comments somewhat negative on 
free flight in this area.

Tethering could be an option.

Cory - Brought up the Stain Glass 
design completion to replace 
vandalized windows for The 
National Balloon Museum in 
Indianola, Iowa

Donations are being solicited for 
the windows

March 13 is the southern Oregon 
safety seminar with 16 spots 
available

WAS Web site:

Members only registration section 
is coming for paid up members to 
fill out.

This will give access to the new 
members only area of the WAS 
web site.

Member only includes; The news 
letter and Gordonʼs crew articles at 
this time.Motion to Adjourn: 
Leslie. Second: Cory. Passed, 
Adjourned 7:57 pm.



COMMON CREW 
MISTAKES AND 

MISPERCEPTIONS

Anyone at the top of their field will 
tell you getting there is hard work 
but fairly simple: make a plan, 
follow it, and don’t do anything 
that won’t get you closer to your 
goal. Top athletes also say to win a 
game you must first not lose it. 
Crewing and flying safety are no 
different; both require having solid 
plans and avoiding the most 
common mistakes and 
misconceptions that plague crews 
of all experience levels. Every crew 
can learn to identify and correct 
these mistakes and spare the 
unneeded risk, work, confusion, 
and expense they bring.

Errors that lead to mishaps, 
injuries, and even accidents tend to 
begin with poor planning and 
decisions based on faulty beliefs. 
Many fit into categories of 
commissions, omissions, inactions, 
timing errors, degrees of response, 
and misconceptions. All, however, 
will recur until replaced only with 
safety-oriented habits and beliefs. 
Among the most common crew 

mistakes and misconceptions are 
the following:

“We’re chasing.” Decide what 
you’re doing. Dogs chase cats 
while crews handle aircraft and 
minimize flight-related risks. Are 
you a reactive and indecisive driver 
or a skilled and proactive flight 
manager (NOT micro-manager)?

“We’re just crew.” It takes crew to 
get virtually every flight off the 
ground. Crew outnumber pilots 2 
or 3:1 on most flights. Without 
good crew, safety is lacking or 
compromised. Crew skill can even 
determine how the best pilot 
performs on any given flight.

Crewing is mostly physical. 
Crewing is a knowledge business – 
at its best, 80% mental and 20% 
physical. Well-guided novice crew 
can easily outperform a stronger 
and larger professional crew.

Lack of guidance. Even with 
experienced crew, everyone should 
clearly know who makes decisions 
and where to go for help. Delegate 
a crew chief prior to set-up and 
listen for directions; don’t assume 
you know what to do or how it’s 
done.

“Passengers need briefings, crew 
don’t.” Crew need to know what’s 
expected of them and what to 
expect from their pilot, balloon, 
and weather. Brief your crew; make 
your plans, techniques, and desired 
results known to everyone.

Not asking questions. Assuming, 
misunderstanding, or guessing can 
spell disaster. Ask for clarification 
or help any time you need it, have 
doubts, or are working with a 
different pilotor inexperienced 
crew. Don’t be shy; “stupid 
questions” are the ones no one 
asks. 

Inattention and distraction. Crew 
can recognize most trouble ahead 
of time if they know what 
conditions and cues precede it, how 
to spot them, and what to do. Focus 
and concentrate; don’t let others or 
your surroundings distract you 
from tasks and safety.

Multi-tasking. You are NOT a 
computer and can only do 3 things 
well simultaneously by doing one 
at a time. Designate separate 
drivers and navigators whenever 
possible. Give each task your full 
attention and finish it completely 
before starting another.

Crew Chief Corner  Gordon Schwontoski



Being unprepared. Always be 
ready and in place; have what you 
need and plan on flying until your 
pilot cancels the flight. Stay nearby 
on weather holds and informed of 
the latest briefings and decisions.

Unable to stop. Any inflation may 
be halted at any time BY ANYONE 
for any reason related to safety. 
Know who and where your pilot and 
crew chief are, how to signal for 
help, how to shut the fan off, and 
how to pull the top out – and be 
ready to perform these actions 
yourself if needed. Nothing gets a 
pilot to the basket faster than 
hearing the fan stop.

Your pilot knows what you know. 
Impossible! Crew outnumber pilots, 
cover more ground, and have larger 
visual fields with far fewer blind 
spots. SAY SOMETHING if you 
SEE SOMETHING that needs 
attention. What’s obvious on the 
ground – hidden lines, locked gates, 
livestock – often isn’t obvious from 
the basket.

Efforts + time spent = results. 
Results are better yardsticks than 
sweat, strain, time, or stress. Simply 
improving your technique often lets 
you accomplish more, faster, and 
with less effort. Well-timed early 
input can save countless hours, 
headaches, and crises throughout a 

flying season. More fun or more 
work – you decide.

More people = less risk. While 
extra hands sometimes help, safety 
comes from technique. Throwing 
people at a problem often 
complicates it and makes you less 
effective. Learn to rely on yourself 
and leverage knowledge into 
informed decisions and actions; 
those extra hands won’t always be 
around when you need them most.

Waiting for directions. Pilots often 
rely on your expertise to act without 
their prompting or direction. Know 
what cues, events, or actions signal 
you to act and how. Predict events 
(like landings) and your next 2-3 
moves so you can be in place when 
needed.

All offense, no defense. Instead of 
assuming your decisions and 
techniques are right, ask what you’ll 
do if they’re wrong just once. 
Always have guidelines, limits, and 
contingency plans to get out of any 
trouble you could get into. 

Having no technique or strategy. 
Reacting to events spells disaster, 
and being wrong just once can prove 
deadly. Safety demands some things 
–including crew action – happen 
perfectly every time. Systematize 
everything!

Having a single strategy. Have 
several ready – even if your trusty 
favorite delivers. What works in 
calm winds often fails in moderate 
or stronger winds, and there just 
might be an easier way to get even 
better results. Plan B’s are essential 
to safety.

Keeping a poor strategy. If it failed 
you once, it’ll fail again and at the 
worst possible moment. Replace or 
upgrade techniques that fail, perform 
poorly, or give inconsistent results. 
Constantly look for ways to improve 
your strategies – even when they 
work well.

Your pilot always commands the 
balloon. Legally, yes. Operationally, 
crew are virtual co-pilots by acting 
as a pilot’s eyes, ears, and muscles. 
Pilots decide what to do; crew skill 
often determines how or how well 
that happens. Your pilot relies on 
you to deliver results; take control of 
any crewing task you have at hand.

 The basket controls the balloon. 
In the air, yes. Any other time 
(inflating, deflating, ground 
handling, tethering), your balloon 
behaves more like a ground-based 
vehicle. When tied to or touching 
the ground, it often responds more 
quickly and directly to crew 
handling (load ring control) than 
heat input.

Crew Chief Corner  Gordon Schwontoski



Confusing good conditions with skill. Don’t let confidence and calm winds fool you – everyone looks like a pro in 
good conditions. Moderate or marginal conditions will highlight flaws in technique. Learn continuously to expand 
you skills but when in doubt, get out or stay out.

Any sound familiar? Under certain conditions, many of these may be true. Others have become unchallenged 
assumptions and standard instruction for many crew. Every crew member has made these mistakes at one time or 
another with predictable results: injuries of various degrees, damaged equipment/property, and standing by as 
incidents or accidents (the difference is severity and cost) develop and unfold. Crew often unknowingly create or 
compound the very situations they’re there to prevent. All these mistakes share one common element: they happen in 
your head long before anything happens with your hands. Beliefs you hold and decisions you make precede every 
action you take, and they often represent the bottom line of flight safety.

The good news is that safety (like risk) is a function of knowledge, experience, and skills. And for every mistake or 
problem, there’s a solution or guideline. Even the most inexperienced crew can quickly learn these and deliver the 
safety and results expected of the pros. In fact, crew can play an equal or greater role in safety than even their pilot – 
but only with the proper training. Crewing is truly a knowledge business – stay tuned for more of what, when, and 
how to make yourself part of the safety solution. 

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon Crewing Essentials”  by Gordon Schwontkoski

PACIFIC COAST AERONAUTS
March 20, 2010

Tracy, California

Contact Linda Walton for more information

Talent, Oregon Firehouse
March 13, 2010
Contact Terri Ratcoviak

Southern Oregon and Northern California Safety Seminar

Crew Chief Corner  Gordon Schwontoski
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Jim and Donna Engdahl
 

We became balloonists as so many 
have, by walking up to a balloon and 
talking to the pilots at an event, the 
Colorado Springs Balloon Classic. 
Way back in the late ‘70s. The 
balloon happened to have a 
commercial logo on it flying for a 
savings and loan organization in 
Denver. They invited us to crew and 
for the next year to two we drove to 
Denver and its outlying areas to 
crew for them. Most of their flights 
were tethers to promote the savings 
and loan at grand openings and 
various other types of events. After 
the long lines of spectators had all 
received their first taste of lift off on 
tether, the pilot would put Jim and 
me in the gondola to practice take 
off and landing control on tether. It 
was excellent training and from 
there we attended his ground school 
and passed the FAA exam. 
That commercial balloon finally 
needed replaced and those pilots 
became the first Barnes (now 
FireFly of course) dealers in 
Colorado. We bought that old 
balloon (a Raven with aluminum 
gondola) and had the top two thirds 
rebuilt in Albuquerque. It ended up 
solid red with long white streamers 
and we named it Hott Stufff. Jim and 
I both became private pilots in that 
balloon and flew all over the state of 
Colorado and in Reno. We met and 
flew many of the original hot air 
pilots who have unbelievable stories 
to tell of their early days when 
modern hot air ballooning was in its 
infancy. They flew by the seat of 
their pants with no training available 
by anyone. We could sit and listen 
to those tales for as long as they 
wanted to talk. 

The next step was to become 
commercial pilots, which we both 
achieved. Jim began flying balloons 
that belonged to other people, both 
as an instructor to student pilots and 
as the PIC of a balloon owned by a 
Colorado Springs radio station. He 
trained another pilot to fly for the 
station. She was a gorgeous blonde 

bombshell – tough duty for Jim to be 
sure! That worked out great – we 
were usually both in the air at the 
same time. The only problem was 
that some of our ever faithful and 
wonderful crew would then get their 
own balloons and move on! We 
continue to maintain some of those 
old friendships that wouldn’t have 
evolved if it weren’t for Hott Stufff. 

 
We joined the local balloon club, the 
Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak, in 
the early ‘80s. I became the 
president of the club for a couple of 
years and we had many great local 
fun flying events, as well as 
competition events with the 
Colorado Balloon Club in Denver. 
There were 10 – 15 local balloons in 
the area even then. I also became 
the assistant to Dewey Reinhard, 
the organizer of the annual 
Colorado Spring Balloon Race (100 
balloons) held every September. 
Dewey is one of those original hot 
air pilots and attempted a couple of 
Atlantic crossings in a gas balloon, 
as well as participating in 
international Gordon Bennett races. 
We value his knowledge of the 
sport, experience and friendship. 
Back in 1983 when the Great Reno 
Balloon Race was just getting its 
start, Jim and I both had logged 100 

hours and were invited to fly there. 
Jim had honed his competition skills 
flying in such events as the 
infamous Cow Chip Flip & Fling 
Contest, one of those fun fly events 
we organized for the club in 
Colorado Springs. He won an event 
in Reno beating out a very 
experienced Albuquerque pilot. 
Thanks to that, we ended up with 
$800 in our pockets and decided to 
drive to the Oregon Coast from 
Reno before heading back to 
Colorado. 

 We had a beautiful drive to Bandon 
and drove the southern Oregon 
coastline with the balloon in the 
back of a pickup truck. Jim had 
grown up in the Portland area and 
all of his siblings still live in the area. 
We decided on our way back to 
Colorado to try to sell Jim’s cabinet 
shop and move to the gorgeous 
green of Oregon and begin the next 
chapter of our lives. We did that and 
both went to work in the Portland 
area for other people after being self 
employed for years and years prior 
to that. We sought out Tim and 
Sheri 2 
early on and Jim went out to fly with 
them a time or two. Hott Stufff was 
worn out and we had a balloon with 
us whose owner was in Colorado – 
he bought it and then wasn’t sure he 
actually wanted to fly it. As time 
passed, we just didn’t take the time 
or put in the effort to figure out how 
to fly in all of the trees and crops 
surrounding Portland. We were 
used to the open high desert in 
Colorado and the mountain valleys. 

Twenty years went by quickly with 
no balloon flying. We still talked 
about ballooning and had old Hott 
Stufff stored away. We went back to 
the Colorado Springs race for its 
25th anniversary with our daughter 
Abby and her husband Thomas. Our 
son Dennis and his family were 
stationed at Ft. Carson there at the 
time, so we had a grand reunion 
with kids and grandkids as well as 
our long-time ballooning buddies. 
We talked balloons all the way back 
to Oregon. 

Member Profile Jim and Donna Engdahl



It wasn’t long after that (in 2003) 
that Thomas found a used balloon 
on the Internet and we jointly 
purchased it and began trying to find 
launch and landing sites around 
Portland. We named that balloon 
Berry Hot (there’s a story there we’ll 
share in person some time). We 
joined WAS and got to know all of 
you. In talking to Koh one day, we 
decided we had flown together in an 
Alamosa, CO event (Valley Rally) 
together back in the ‘80s, but hadn’t 
known each other at the time. In 
talking to Ron and Sandy, we 
determined we had flown together in 
that Reno race back in 1983 (found 
pictures as proof), but again, hadn’t 
known each other. Jim Smith and 
Koh Murai took us under their wings 
so to speak and showed us where 
and how to fly in the outlying areas 
of Portland. It was great fun getting 
back into the sport, flying with WAS 
members. 

We attended Prosser as our first 
event. Jim received a flight review 
and became current again after a 
20-year hiatus. Thank you Jack and 
Carol! We flew in Reno and decided 
to attend the Ruby Mountain Balloon 
Festival in Elko, Nevada two weeks 
after that. We flew in Spring Creek 
outside of Elko, back in the high 
desert, for three glorious days of 
wide open flying, no trees, power 
lines or crops—nothing but big blue 
sky above and deer and jackrabbits 
below. Spring Creek is in the Great 
Basin at the foot of the Ruby 
Mountains. As we drove back into 
the teeming Portland Metro area 

from Elko, we looked at each other 
and decided it just might be time to 
begin the next chapter of our lives. It 
took a couple of years, but we finally 
sold our home in West Linn and 
moved to Spring Creek. Bought 5.6 
acres of sage covered rolling 
property with a fantastic view of the 
Rubies (that may someday have an 
actual house on it!). 
The first January (2008) after our 
arrival in Spring Creek there was a 
meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce balloon festival 
committee. We were told that they 
wanted out of the balloon race 
business and that there would be no 
Ruby Mountain Balloon Festival 
(RMBF) in September 2008. Gee, 
that was what had introduced us to 
the area! So, in a parking lot outside 
the Chamber offices, a club was 
formed and has become the 
organizer of the annual RMBF. 
Since I was the only one with any 
event organizer experience, I 
instantly became the president of 
Ruby Mountain Hot Air, Inc. and the 
spokesperson for the festival. While 
Jim was busy building his shop on 
the property, which also contains 
our spacious apartment at the 
moment, I was putting the club and 
RMBF together, meeting people 
from all sorts of businesses and 
organizations in the community.

 I was invited to become a member 
of the Elko Lions Club and Elko 
Desert Sunrise Rotary Club, talking 
about why we moved here, and 
maintaining community interest in 
the balloon festival. I spent two 
years as the president of the balloon 
club here and those reins have 
passed into other hands this year. 
That allows me/us to become more 
involved in other clubs and events in 
this very busy community. Plus, I am 
now working full-time for a local 
quality retail store as Jim puts the 
finishing touches on our house 
plans and prepares to get it built this 
year. 

Currently, we find ourselves the 
owners of four flyable hot air 
balloons (how did THAT happen??) 
and still have old Hott Stufff’s 
gondola and log book as well. Along 
with Berry Hot, a FireFly Galaxy, we 
now have our own fleet of Adams 
balloons, Sagebrusher, Lighten Up, 
and Wind Pacer. Thank you Ted!! 
There are several students here in 
various stages of flight instruction 
and still lots of beautiful open terrain 
to float 3 above. 



As long as we keep an eye 
on the expensive horse 
flesh below, there is not an 
unhappy landowner to be 
seen (or heard from). We 
continue to take part in as 
many tether opportunities 
as possible. We love it, 
learned how to do it from 
experts, and that 
experience allows us to 
open up the fun and magic 
of hot air ballooning to 
many, many people who 
might never have otherwise 
had the opportunity to be 
around or in them. We also 
are happy to donate free 
flights as well to help raise 
funds for local charities. 

I/we would never ever have 
had the opportunity to 
become so involved in a 
community had it not been 
for hot air ballooning. I 
wrote an article several 
years ago for the WAS 
newsletter about Berry Hot 
being an ambassador at the 

end of a Battle Ground 
flight. Balloons will always 
play that role. We have 
wonderful new friends and 
colleagues and new 
interests in a community 
that embraces openness 
and friendliness. Coming to 
the Elko area has been a 
wonderful experience and 
we’re so happy we took the 
giant step to move to the 
smallest community we’ve 
ever lived in. 

The only drawback is that 
the kids are now still in 
Oregon and Texas. 
However, I-80 runs through 
town and Elko/Spring Creek 
is a great jump off for any 
and all of you who might be 
traveling through 
Northeastern Nevada. 
You’re most welcome any 
old time!! Come visit and fly 
with us!! 



What's new in the 
FAR Regulations (A 

layman's 
interpretation)
By Jim Smith

Last October the FAA 
incorporated a number of 
changes to 14 CFR Part 61.
Why?  A variety of reasons 
resulted in the revised 
regulations including:

• to update and clarify 
training and 
qualifications rules for 
pilots, flight instructors, 
ground instructors, and 
pilot schools;

• to incorporate 
International (ICAO) 
flight standards;

• to respond to recent 
technological advances;

• to ensure a better 
understanding of these 
rules;

• to ensure flight 
crewmembers have the 
training and 
qualifications to enable 
them to operate safely;

Included in the changes are a 
couple overall change concepts 
that address the 'clarify' issue;

• The use of 'days' .  How  
'days' has been 
interpreted ( working 
days, calendar days, 
weekdays, weekends, 
holidays, etc.) has led to 
interesting discussions.  
We will begin to see this 
clarified by the 
incorporation of the 

words 'calendar days', 
'months' or 'calendar 
months' in the future.  

• Another attempt to 
clarify will be to 
incorporate the use of the 
term 'calendar months' in 
place of 'months' or in 
some cases 'days'.  An 
example is where an 
action is to be completed 
or required by or within 
a certain time period. i.e. 
A flight review must be 
completed within 24 
calendar months from... , 
or instruction required 
for a Practical Test must 
be completed within 2 
calendar months 
preceding....

It should be noted that the 
incorporation of these changes 
in October created a unique 
situation we all should be aware 
of.  The printing of the 2010 
FAR books had already gone to 
press without the changes. If 
there is any question about a 
regulation resulting from 
consulting your 2010 FAR book, 
that we all faithfully run out and 
purchase in January to be 
"current", you should consult 
the online regulations available 
on the FAA web site 
(WWW.FAA.GOV).  The most 
current version is available at 
this site.  In each section there is 
a heading section that lists the 
revision date of that section.  
When in doubt, go online first, 
then consult your FSDO 
representative if further 
clarification is needed.

 These changes were covered in 
depth at a FAA Seminar I 
attended. I believe the changes 
are worthy of further discussion, 
so I shall attempt to address 
those changes that affect or 
relate to Ballooning. Will I 
cover them all? Probably not.  
Please read the following with 
the understanding that these 
notes are MY understanding 
(with a lot of help from FAA 
staff) and in no way are to be 
taken as official.  For the official 
understanding consult the 
regulation as written and consult 
with your local FSDO 
representative if needed.

• FAR Part 61.19 Duration 
of Pilot and instructor 
certificates.  Extends the 
duration period for 
student pilot certificates 
for persons seeking 
balloon rating to 60 
months regardless of age.  
[Was 24 months].  

• FAR Part 61.19(g). The 
holder of a paper pilot 
certificate issued under 
this part may not 
exercise the privileges of 
that certificate after 
March 31, 2010.

• FAR Part 61.23 Medical 
Certificates. Clarifies 
Examiners who conduct 
practical tests in a 
balloon are not required 
to hold a medical 
certificate. Clarifies that 
no medical certificate 
required when taking a 
practical test in a 
balloon.

FAR Regulations Update

http://WWW.FAA.GOV
http://WWW.FAA.GOV


• FAR Part 61.39 
Prerequisites for 
Practical Tests.  
Changes phrase "60 
Calendar days" to "2 
calendar months" for 
training required prior 
to the practical test.  
[In discussion with the 
FAA on this change, it 
was concluded that 
two things happen with 
this change.  First the 
change to months from 
days simplifies the 
definition.  Second, 
depending on the 
timing of the training, 
the time frame to 
conduct the practical 
test could be 
expanded.  For 
example a student 
completes training any 
time during the month 
of January, they could 
take the practical test 
as late as the end of  
March and be within 
the required time 
frame as the 
regulations reads 
"...within two calendar 
months preceding..."]  

• FAR Part 61.51 Pilot 
Logbooks. Permits a 
pilot who is performing 
the duties of PIC while 
under supervision of 
qualified PIC to log 
PIC time. [This most 
likely will occur in 
ballooning when a 
Private Pilot is 
receiving training 
preparing for a 

Commercial certificate.  
The Private Pilot may 
now log time as PIC 
and Instruction 
received while the 
Commercial Instructor 
Pilot would log the 
same time as PIC and 
instruction given. ]

• FAR Part 61.103 
Eligibility requirements. 
Expands the 
requirement that a 
private pilot certificate 
applicant must hold a 
student pilot certificate 
to include a 
recreational or sport 
pilot certificate. 

• FAR Part 61.109 
Aeronautical 
Experience. Changes 
the distance on a cross 
country flight from "at 
least 50 nautical miles" 
to "more than 50 
nautical miles". [Not 
likely to apply to 
ballooning, it is an 
example of 
clarification.]

Another change for ICAO 
compliance is the addition of 
"English Proficient" on a 
Pilot's license.  This certifies 
that the holder of the 
certificate has met the 
English language skills 
required under 14 CFR Parts 
61, 63, and 65.  Instructors 
please note that the 
requirement for determining 
English Language skills rests 
first with you and second with 
the Designated Examiner 
conducting the Practical test.  

Guidelines for this are found 
in Advisory Circular 60-28. 
While evaluating a potential 
student for training if you 
cannot be comfortable 
making the English language 
skill requirement the 'safe' 
thing to do is to refer them to 
the FAA for further evaluation 
and not accept them for 
training until the FAA has 
made a ruling of proficiency. 
With improvements in 
technology there is a trend to 
improve the speed and 
accuracy in which changes 
are communicated to the 
aviation community.  Training 
aids, Advisory Circulars, etc. 
are being made more 
available online and moving 
away from paper publishing.  
To ensure you keep abreast 
of changes  sign up for online 
distribution of information 
wherever it is available.  
FAA.GOV and AOPA are but 
two sources where you may 
sign up to receive information 
online.   



Posted on the WAS blog by Jim Smith

The Iverson family welcomes Balloons to fly during their 
Tulip Festival again this year. The Festival dates are March 
25th through April 25th, 2010.

The launch field this year will be the grass field on the west 
side of the tulip fields. The tulip fields are near the Filbert 
trees this year.

We are welcome to come fly weekdays and weekends. 
Current field conditions are posted daily on the Wooden 
Shoe Web Site www.woodenshoe.com .

To ensure our good neighbor policy please follow these 
few rules:
1. Set up by backing your trailer to the edge of the field 
from the parking lot and avoiding driving in the field if 
possible. This will become increasingly important as the 
grass fields start to grow.
2. Consider the impact on the general public population 
when conducting your post-flight ceremonies. Location and 
use of adult beverages could cause problems if not used 
wisely.
3. Be friendly. Much goodwill happens when we chat with 
folks, pose for pictures, and offer tether rides. Promote our 
sport.
4. Leave only footprints. What you bring, goes home with 
you please. 
5. Fly safe. Be respectful of landowners.

The flights are promoted by our club, but are a non-
sponsored event. Let's set the stage for a fun filled 2010 
flight season filled with lots of club fly outs.

See you all at the Wooden Shoe.

2010 Tulip Field Fun Flight

http://www.woodenshoe.com
http://www.woodenshoe.com


Western Region Report

Cory Miller

Western Region Report

Hello everyone in the Western 
Region. I wanted to give you a 
report of a few of the items that 
the BFA is currently working 
on. April 16-18, 2010 the BFA 
board of directors will be 
meeting for a face to face 
meeting. If you have any 
questions or concerns that you 
would like for me to address to 
the board, please let me know 
by April 2, 2010 so I can get it 
on the agenda. 

The BFA convention will 
happen in Des Moines, Iowa 
April 7-10 2011. The BFA 
board and convention 
committee is working hard to 
make this a very successful 
event. Please watch the BFA 
website for more details on 
how to register and as we get 
them the list of speakers that 
will be speaking. The BFA 
turns 50 March 26, 2011 and 
the convention will be filled 
with history over the past 50 
years. I hope that you can join 
us. 

The National Balloon Museum 
in Indianola, Iowa needs our 
help to: 1) replace damaged 
windows and 2) design stained 
glass windows for the 
Museum. To accomplish this a 

new contest has been 
announced. For details, read 
on...

Part 1 : Contest – Design a 
Window for Stained Glass –

Theme: Ballooning Across 
America – From Sea to 
Shining Sea

Deadline for Entry: Friday, April 
30, 2010

Seven windows are damaged 
and need to be replaced in the 
National Balloon Museum 
building. The plan is to replace 
those windows with stained 
glass scenes depicting 
ballooning across the (6) 
regions of the Balloon 
Federation of America (BFA) 
and the final window will depict 
Iowa ballooning.

This contest is open to 
balloonists and balloon 
enthusiasts across the country. 
For each region/window, the 
person with the winning design 
will have their name on a 
plaque under the window.

Approximate dimensions for 
the (7) windows are: 85”-87” 
Wide x 28-1/4”-28-1/2” High

Window 6 – Depict BFA 
Western Region –  States of 
WA, OR, ID, NV, UT, CA, AZ, 
AK, HI

Window 7 – Depict Iowa & 
Ballooning

Send Design Entries to:

National Balloon Museum

PO Box 149

Indianola IA 50125-0149

Email: 
Balloonmuseum@bfa.net

Please send your entries as 
a jpg or pdf file.

Entries will be posted on the 
www.nationalballoonmuseum.com.

Balloon Federation 
of America

mailto:Balloonmuseum@bfa.net
mailto:Balloonmuseum@bfa.net
http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/
http://www.nationalballoonmuseum.com/


Part 2: Challenge for Balloonists across 
the Country – Raise Funds for Stained 
Glass @ National Balloon Museum

The National Balloon Museum in Indianola, 
Iowa needs to replace seven large windows 
that are damaged. The clear glass currently 
in place will be replaced by stained glass 
depicting scenes of ballooning across the 
USA. Replacing the clear glass will help to 
protect the artifacts from ultraviolet damage.

This comes at a cost of approximately 
$4,500 per window or $31,500 for the 
project. This includes removal of the old 
window, repair the wall and structure as 
needed, and replace with a new stained 
glass UV protective window.

The National Balloon Museum would like 
to challenge the balloon clubs, and all 
those interested in ballooning, to help 
raise funds for the window depicting their 
region. Letʼs see if we can get everyone 
to donate $25 to help preserve our 
ballooning history.

Balloon Clubs and individual donors that 
raise at least $250 for the windows will have 
their name listed on the plaque that will be 
displayed under each window.

The Balloon Federation of America (BFA) 
will hold the 2011 National Convention in the 
Des Moines and Indianola area. Convention 
dates are April 7-10, 2011. This is the 50th 
Anniversary of the BFA and the National 
Balloon Museum would like to have the 
windows in place to showcase the BFA 
Anniversary and the Museum.

The Museum needs our help. Challenge 
your Club. Challenge the club in the next 
state. Match donations made by your 
individual club members with donations of 
matching funds from your club. These funds 
need to be raised before the end of the 
summer.

Take ownership of your regional window and 
help preserve ballooning history!

Did you know that there are 31 committees 
within the BFA? This is a great chance to get 
involved with the BFA. Please visit the BFA 
website to find out more about each 
committee as well as who to contact for 
these committees. 

Thank you for your time. I look forward to 
any comments that you may have. Please 
feel free to call or text me at 5035101215. 
You can also email me at cmiller@bfa.net.

Western Region Report Continued

mailto:cmiller@bfa.net
mailto:cmiller@bfa.net


Date Event Location Contact Website

MarchMarchMarchMarchMarch

20

Pacific Coast 
Aeronauts 
Safety 
Seminar

Tracy, California Linda Walton

 
AprilAprilAprilAprilApril

TBD
Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Farm

Woodburn, OR Jim Smith

http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html

 23-25

Paso Robles Hot 
Air Balloon 
Festival

Paso Robles, 
CA

Gary Eaton
714-528-6750 http://www.estrellaassociates.com/

relaxation_recreation.php#balloon
MayMayMayMayMay

 7-9

36th Annual Hot 
Air Balloon 
Stampede

Walla Walla, 
WA 

Chamber of Commerce
509-525-0850

http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93

TBD

Collage of Culture Madras, OR Chamber of Commerce
800-967-3564

http://www.collageofculture.com/
JuneJuneJuneJuneJune

TBD

Wild Rogue 
Balloon Festival

Grants Pass, 
OR 

Bill Woodhead
541-660-0017

http://www.wildrogue.org/

 4-6

Liberty Bank 
Balloons Over 
Bend

Bend, OR 541-323-0964

http://www.balloonsoverbend.com/

25-27

Allstate Festival of  
Balloons

Tigard, OR Jim Smith
503-590-4632

http://www.tigardballoon.org/
JulyJulyJulyJulyJuly

TBD

Rogue Valley Hot 
Air Balloon Rally

Medford, OR Larry & Teresa Sprague
541-664-1862

http://www.rvballoons.com/

TBD
Rock of Ages McMinnville, 

OR 
Sheila
503-472-6212

sheilas@onlinemac.com
AugustAugustAugustAugustAugust

21-22
Loose Goose III McMinnville, 

OR
Laura Hancock
dayshancock.aol.com

 

 27-29
Northwest Art & 
Air Festival

Albany, OR Rebecca/Cathy
541-928-4911

 http://www.cityofalbany.net/parks/nwaaf/
SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember

6

Jefferson Fly-Out
(Labor Day)

Jefferson, OR Marianne LeDoux
541-327-2907

 

 10-12

The Great Reno 
Balloon Race

Reno, NV Dixie Craig
775-826-1181

http://www.renoballoon.com

TBD

Ruby Mountain 
Balloon Festival

Elko, NV Donna Engdahl
775-478-1363

dendahl@frontiernet.net

mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
mailto:pcaballoons@yahoo.com?subject=PCA%20Safety%20Seminar
http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html
http://www.woodenshoe.com/index.html
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.estrellaassociates.com/relaxation_recreation.php#
http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93
http://www.wwvchamber.com/index.html?s=4&c=93
http://www.collageofculture.com/balloons.cfm
http://www.collageofculture.com/balloons.cfm
http://www.wildrogue.org
http://www.wildrogue.org
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com
http://www.balloonsoverbend.com
http://www.tigardballoon.org
http://www.tigardballoon.org
http://www.rvballoons.com
http://www.rvballoons.com
mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
mailto:dendahl@frontiernet.net
mailto:dendahl@frontiernet.net


Meeting Type Meeting 
Location 

Meeting 
Topic

Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference
March 7, 2010

Phone WAS Business

General Meeting April 12, 2010 Wilsonville Landowner relations 
committee report out

Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference
May 9, 2010

Phone WAS Business

Tuesday, June 8 (normal)
- or - Friday, June 26 (during 
Tigard) General Meeting

Tigard or Wilsonville Maintaining your balloon 
with Alan Sanderson. 
Balloon Style jeopardy men 
vs women.

Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference
July 13,  2010

phone WAS Business

Tuesday, Aug 10 (normal)
- or - Saturday, Aug 21 (during 
LGIII) 

McMinnville or Wilsonville Crew Topic by Cory Miller

Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference
Sept 14, 2010

Phone WAS Business

General Meeting Oct 12, 
2010

Salem??? ATC Radio 
communications (guest 
speaker)

Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference

November9,  2010

Phone WAS Business

Christmas Party December TBD Christmas Party!!!!!

In response to a survey that was sent out to all WAS members last year, the executive committee 
has decided to try some of the suggestions we received about the frequency of meetings. This was 

the number 1 topic that many people wanted meetings every other month. Below is a list of the 
meeting details, location and the topic for the night. 



President Mark Trujillo 
sets up his new balloon

Super Bowl Party



For Sale

5 hp Briggs and Stratton Engine. 21 inch wood 
prop, complete tune up one year ago ($59.00) great 
for a small balloon or for a second fan for more 
prompt 
inflations. 
Located in Salem, $150.00
Greg Miller
503 510-7835

1986 Aerostar stretch basket. 468 hours. Newer 
foam bolster cover, poly skid liners,
stainless steel corners. Last annual 5/08. 2-20 gal 
stainless steel lay-down
tanks with covers & heaters. Double HP-2D 
burners. In great condition. $5,800

Ron Grove
7th Heaven Balloons
Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net
503-363-4200



My balloon system is for 
sale (envelope in “as is” 
condition, 466.5 hours) and 
all associated equipment, 
including the trailer.  It 
would be great for anyone 
starting to fly and can look 
for a used (or new) 
envelope to go with it.  Am 
asking $5000 (or best offer) 
for everything.   

Balloonworks Firefly 8B 
(envelope “as is”)

Built in 1987-last 
flown in 2006

Basket in good 
condition - new hoses in 
2006

Mirage burner
 
Misc. equipment – 24” 
Tempest Fan (GX240 8.0 
HP), Balloonworks tether 

harness, rain cover, spare 
fabric, radios, tarps, helium 
tank
 
Sandi Meacham
Wannago@web-ster.com
503-982-2750

mailto:Wannago@web-ster.com
mailto:Wannago@web-ster.com
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President
Mark Trujillo

Vice President
Justin Luber

Secretary & Treasurer
Jason Fast

Newsletter Editor
Cory Miller

Youth Programs
Cory Miller

Activities
Sandy Grove

Community Relations
To Be appointed

Webmaster
Cory Miller
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www.wasballoon.com

FORUM Information
subscribe email:

downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

To obtain Member Contact information, send an e-mail 
to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish 
member contact information other than e-mail 

addresses.

Contact and Submissions

Submissions of articles and photographs are 
encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a 
submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and 
comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy

Club members ballooning related or event 
information published on a space available basis 

at no charge. Business Advertising by Club 
members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.

Material must be submitted in computer word 
processing format with pictures in JPG format.

Aero-Stats reserves the right to decline 
publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates

Full Page $30 1/2 Page $20
1/4 Page $15 Business Card $10

Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, 
or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AEROSTATS does 
not imply an endorsement of the Ad or its 

contents.  Text and images will be printed as 
submitted by advertisers.

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance+838.92

Deposits +440.00 200 dues,

 240 Kong’s Ad

Debits - 175.00 Gordon’s Articles

Ending Balance =1103.92
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WAS Membership Application

Name: ___________________________________________________
Birthday: Month__________ Day_______
Address: _________________________________________________
Date Submitted ______________________
City: ___________________________ State: _________ Zip: ____________
Phone #: (_____) ______-________
Cell Phone (____) ___-___________
E-Mail Address: ___________________@__________________
BFA Membership Number: __________________________

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level _____________________ BFA Pilot Level ____________________
FAA Wings Level ____________________ Other _____________________________

Family Member Information
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No
Name:________________________________________ Birthday: Month______ Day_____ JB Yes / No

Membership Type
Charter ($15) _______ Individual ($15) ___________
Family ($20)________ Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB) ___________
Enroll or renew JB Membership . We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB!s name above.

Membership
WAS Publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member!s Birthdays monthly in 
AEROSTATS
& communicates via email and our Website. We recognize and respect our Member!s privacy. If
you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information 
published on our Web Site is public domain & subject to retrieval via internet connection. Unless 
otherwise indicated, “Y” is assumed.
Publish Name in Annual Directory: Y/N " " " Publish Address in Annual Directory Y/N
Publish Phone # in Annual Directory Y/N " " Publish E-Mail Address in Annual Directory: Y/N
Publish cell Phone # in Annual Directory Y/N
Publish Family Member names in Directory: Y/N "" Publish Birthday in AERO-STATS: Y/N

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon 97338


