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WAS President’s Letter

2010 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Mark Trujillo  Justin Luber

Secretary / Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Jason Fast  Shari Gale

 
Youth Programs Activities
Cory Miller Sandy Grove

Community Relations Webmaster
Jim Smith Cory Miller

WAS Web Site FORUM Information
www.wasballoon.com subscribe email:
 downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

I would 
like to start 
off by thank-
ing our guest 
speaker, Gary 
Eaton, for a 
very informa-
tive and enter-
taining pre-
sentation last 
month. I know 
that Gary will 
be getting a 

copy of this newsletter, so I just wanted 
to publicly thank him again and express 
my appreciation on behalf of all WAS 
members for taking the time to come out 
to Oregon and meet with us. I had never 
met Gary until right before the meet-
ing last month, and had the pleasure of 
meeting up with him (and some other 
WAS members) at the Flight Deck Res-
taurant for dinner. It is clear that Gary is 
passionate about sharing his knowledge 
about ballooning. My wife and I left the 
meeting with a renewed appreciation and 
realization of how important a thorough 
safety briefing and release form is. Great 
job Gary!

I hope that everyone had a great fly-
ing season. I know that for some of you, 
there are still one or two more rallies left 
to attend, but for the majority of us, our 
balloons won’t see the light of day until 
next season. So what are we to left to do 
till then? Well, for starters, mark your 
calendars to attend the WAS Christmas 
Party, which will be held at Edie’s home 
on December 11th. Details of the party 
will be in next month’s newsletter. After 
the Christmas party, we have the Safety 
Seminar to look forward to, which will 
be held on February 26th. Speakers have 
been confirmed for the Safety Semi-
nar, and include Koh Murai, Andy Baird, 
Troy Bradley, Gordon Schwontkows-
ki, Jim Smith, Greg Winker and Ken 
Walter. Cost will be $45.00 per person, 
if you register before December 15th. 
After Dec 15th the cost will be $100.00 
per person. You can register and pay 
online by going to www.pacificnwsafety-
seminar.com.

I would like to remind everyone to 
submit your nominations for Aeronaut of 
the Year and Crew of the Year Awards. 
Any WAS member in good standing 
is eligible. Please take a few minutes 
and send in your nominations, as this 
is a great way to recognize some very 
deserving individuals. I have seen first 
hand the dedication, generosity and 
good will spread by many of our WAS 
members throughout the year. I have met 
several people this year while ballooning 
and I’m confident our sport will continue 
to thrive due to the passion and talents 
of those in our ballooning community. 
So, here is your opportunity to let them 
know that we appreciate them!  Awards 
will be presented at the Christmas Party.

I would like to make a slide show 
to be shown at the Christmas Party, and 
I need your help. Please send me some 
of your favorite ballooning photos from 
this past year. You can email them to me 

or mail me a CD via snail mail. If you 
have a lot of photos that you would like 
to submit, please consider burning them 
to a CD. Anyone submitting photos will 
have their name included in the credits at 
the end of the slide show, and I will also 
make you a free copy of the slideshow. 
Not all photos submitted will be used, 
in the event I get overwhelmed by the 
number of photos submitted.

Our meeting next month will be an 
Executive Committee meeting, so if you 
have any topics for the agenda, please let 
me know. 

In closing, I would like to congratu-
late Chris Whitfield for earning his Com-
mercial Pilots License and Jim Smith 
for satisfying the requirements to be our 
Designated Examiner. Good job guys!

Gentle breezes,

Mark
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What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond

WAS Meeting Schedule for 2010
MEETING TYPE LOCATION TOPIC

November 9, 2010
Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

December 12, 2010
Christmas Party Dinner

Edie Stoaks home
See page 23 for details

Christmas Party!!!

February 2011

Saturday, February 26, 2011
Balloon Safety Seminar
Contact: Cory Miller
503-510-1215
Register by Dec. 15th for a great 
discount!

WAS By-Law Change Proposed
Please Read. Voting Will Take Place at the WAS Christmas Party

Section C- Definition and Eligibility of membership classifications
 
Add 5 to read: Newsletter Subscription non member
Newsletter Subscription non members shall only have access to the newsletter in electronic format. They shall 
not attend WAS meetings nor will have a vote for official WAS business.
 
Section D- Membership privileges
1: All Classifications
    a: All members shall be entitled to attend all general WAS meetings, seminars, training events, and social events. 
Single, Family, Honorary members, and Charter members shall receive the monthly newsletter, a schedule of events 
of the WAS calendar, and a yearly roster. 
    b. Newsletter subscription non member shall receive the newsletter in electronic format only. This classification 
shall be limited to those who reside outside of Oregon and Washington. 
    c. All dues paying members in good standing are eligible to hold office, submit bylaws amendments, and vote on 
all WAS business and officers. 
Section H: Dues
Add:  
   e. Newsletter subscription non member $10.00 per year and can only be a single membership. This 
membership is limited to those that reside outside Oregon and SW Washington outside Clark County, 
Washington.
 

Rallies in 2011

May 13, 14 & 15, 2011
37th Annual Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
Contact: Susan Hall, WW Chamber
509-525-0850

August 26, 27, & 28, 2011
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Albany Visitors Association
800-526-2256 or 541-926-0911
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Treasurers report:
 
Beginning BAL.  +$1304.60
Ending Balance  +$1304.60

Encumbered amounts  50.00 Member Sympathy
 195.00 BFA convention delegate
 100.00 BFA Balloon camp from one  
  donation
 +$959.60 Estimated total after 
  encumbered amounts

WAS General meeting 10/12/10

Call to order at 6.35pm
Approval of minutes as posted, Motion by Randy, Second Cory, 
Passed

Attending executive officers:
Mark Trujillo, President.
Justin Luber, Vice President.
Jason Fast, Sec. Treas.
Shari Gale, News Letter Editor
Cory Miller, Web Master and Past President
Total of 19 member present

A good turnout of 19 members at our meeting to hear Gary 
Eaton talk on Financial and Legal Liability. Our new venue at 
the Salem airport was a nice change of pace. There were about 
eight of us that elected to have dinner at the Flight Deck Res-
taurant which was nice also. As in the past I will not be very 
detailed on the content of Gary topic, those that missed this 
meeting missed a good one. Please note that some of Gary’s 
information will be available on the WAS website.

Mark informed the club that we were contacted by the Make a 
Wish Foundation and they were asking about the possibility of a 
balloon ride for a Make a Wish person. If this can be next sum-
mer more information will follow and if you have an interest in 
providing a flight like this please let the E-board know.

It was announced that Carmen had a grandson pass away. My 
Prayers are certainly with Carmen and the family and I am sure 
there are many other thoughts and prayers too.

The announcement was made and CONGRATUALATIONS on 
your achievement to our newest COMMERCIAL PILOT CHRIS 
WHITFIELD.

Gary Eaton on Financial and Legal liability
How to avoid liability
 Insurance
 Risk Management
 Covenant not to Sue
 Indemnification
 Waiver and/or Release of Liability
 Assumption of Risk
 Bankruptcy
 Judgment of Proof
Be informed of FAA Rules
Continuing education needed
Share the Adventure Share the Risks is Gary’s motto.
We need to keep Liability forms, basically forever.
Litigation can come long after the statute of limitations is over.
There is no perfect Release or Waiver.
Much discussion on liability at this point.

Some Great personal stories and adventures from Gary.
More questions and discussions as the meeting went long.

Reading of proposed bylaws change for newsletter membership.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:58.…….

Then all that missed the meeting missed a real treat.
Justin and Pasha Luber, owners of Mount Hood Ice Cream gave 
free samples to all that wanted one. It was a delicious! I’m sure 
they will take your paid order for the next meeting.

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

P.S. Be thinking of your DUES for next year too.

The late breaking news is that our leader, President Mark Trujillo 
also go his commercial ballooning license in John Day just be-
fore the event, Congratulations Mark!!

Congratulations 
to our newest 

Commercial Pilots:
Chris Whitfield 
& Mark Trujillo
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The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s Aeronaut Of The 
Year Award is an annual award presented  to an individu-
al who has made a significant contribution to the Sport of 
Ballooning during the past year.

The Award process is as follows:
	Nominations, complete with a description of why 

the Award should be given, are received from the 
General Club Membership by the Executive Com-
mittee;

	Nominations are reviewed for appropriateness as 
defined in the Aeronaut Of The Year Procedures.

	Ballots are prepared and mailed to the General 
Membership for voting and returning to the Execu-
tive Committee for tallying.

	The Award is presented during a General Meeting, 
or other appropriate occasion.

It is time to consider nominee’s for the WAS 2010 
award.

Please consider accomplishments of your fellow 
Aeronauts (Pilots AND Crew) made during the year 2010 
and nominate those you feel have made a significant con-
tribution to the Sport of Ballooning.  Any WAS Member 
is eligible for nomination.  In addition, when significant 
contributions by others have been made, they may also 
be considered.

Nominations should include a description of the 
Nominee’s accomplishments. Nominations should be 
sent, or e-mailed, to Justin Luber at justin@wasbal-
loon.com no later than December 1, 2010 in order to 
be considered.

Thank you

Your WAS Executive Committee

2010 Aeronaut of the Year Award

2010 W.A.S. Aeronaut Of The Year Award Nomination

Nominee Name: ________________________________________________________

Description of contribution to the Sport of Ballooning:
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Return Nominations to:   Justin@wasballoon.com

Deadline For Nominations Is December 1, 2010
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What a fabulous weekend of 
flying at the Montague Balloon Fair 
this year along with all the other fun 
stuff. Our favorite event did not fail 
to produce again.

We arrived Thursday afternoon 
to find some of our crew already 
there and the rest trickling in (along 
with the pilot) during the afternoon 
and evening. The weather was mild 
with warming forecast through the 
weekend. Since Cricket Clark was 
traveling with the Sanderson’s for 
the weekend, we ended up with an 
impromptu potluck in our camp 
circle…we should have guessed 
that…and the weekend of eating had 
begun.

Friday morning dawned clear, 
mild and CALM. The nearly 30 bal-
loons floated slowly around and over 
the launch field and after 1 to 2 hour 
flights almost all of them were within 
a mile of their launch. We had an all 
Oregon landing site with Marianne 
LeDoux and Koh Mauri following 
Alan and sharing the tarp. Since we 
had no sponsor passengers today we 
were able to fly some crew includ-
ing a new member who came with 
some of our Redding crew. We have 
always had great luck with crew in 
Montague with about 50% of our 
regular crew having hooked up with 
us for the first time there. Of course, 

with Cricket back at the kitchens we 
had a fabulous tailgate…heck it was 
MORE than “just” a tailgate with 
all the hot food…and along with the 
ceremony the morning was complete. 
The afternoon was spent with naps 
and relaxing with all our friends. In 
the evening there were two choices. 
Some went into Yreka for a pilot/
crew potluck at a local park while 
others of us headed into Montague 
for the annual bar-b-que chicken din-
ner along with an evening of Cowboy 
Poetry. The dinner and poetry were 
great fun and I won’t try to repeat the 
poem about mountain oysters…

Saturday morning was clear, 
warm and calmER. It seemed like 20 
minutes that we waited for the bal-
loons to clear out above us allowing 
us to launch. There were quite a few 
passes on the field target with many 
of the sponges being 
dropped. I’m not sure 
what (if any) the rules 
were, but it seemed to 
those of us on the field 
that if you could take 
up some water to soak 
the sponge, it wouldn’t 
bounce so far off the 
target…just a “cheatin’ 
thought.”  Alan, Terri, 
and our bank spon-
sor passengers didn’t 

quite make it back to the field, but 
instead were nearly becalmed over 
a wet, then bull infested field. The 
landowner was concerned about the 
bull but we were able to drop line the 
balloon off the property and finally 
get packed up…nearly a three-hour 
flight. Of course the tailgate was 
waiting for us along with the need to 
quickly decorate the truck (and crew) 
for our parade entry. We explained to 
Alan that he should save the three-
hour flights for Friday or Sunday 
when we have a bit more time to 
chase the big bug. The parade is 
always great fun and this year was no 
exception. Everyone is getting more 
into it every year and this year’s was 
the biggest parade ever. Carrie Smith 
took the honors again this year, but 
everyone had such a great time.

Mighty Magnificent Montague

continued on page 8
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Commentary… Commentary…
Commentary… We are planning on 
9/11 remembrances, patriotic, etc. for 
2011.  We would love to have any of 
the pilots and crews follow along if 
they would like.  We can coordinate 
if you like. Feel free to contact me 
with any ideas or suggestions (brand-
ta@aol.com)… Off the soapbox.

Saturday evening was a bit too 
windy for a glow, but the on field 
bar-b-que dinner and light show 
(burners only) was well attended.

Sunday…clear, warmer and still 
calm. Today we had passengers from 
our second sponsor, Etna Brewery!…
but NO samples…Again the winds 
were light and there were many more 
passes on the field with the bounc-
ing (not splooshing) sponges. The 
flights were again slow with a few 
more making it back to the field. 
Alan found a good location on the 
east side of town. I’m not sure where 
Dana was headed but he was still 

Montague
Continued from page 7

All photos on pages 7 & 8 by Alan Brandt

high and north while we were pack-
ing up. A final tailgate and ceremony 
was enjoyed before we had to pack 
up Alan, Gen, and Terri and send 
them on their way. Most of our crew 
was staying over until Monday morn-
ing so we headed out to Etna Brew-
ery to support our sponsor…and have 
some great beer and good food. We 
enjoyed a beautiful sunset and were 
able to see Jupiter and four of its 
moons through a telescope brought 
by one of the crew.

Again, this year, a magnificent 
event. We had a great time. Our 
thanks to all the folks that make this 
event so memorable each year. The 
Rotary clubs, Lions Club, Merchants 
Association, Larry and Terri Ratk-
oviak and all the volunteers. Kudos 
again. See you in 2011.

Alan Brandt
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Basket/Burners for Sale:
1986 Aerostar  CWS “stretch” basket  w/485 hrs,  poly skid liners,  stainless steel corners & wicker is in  GOOD  condition.
•  4 point aluminum uprights  w/suede covers.
•  HP2-D  burners  w/liquid pilots.
•  2 - 20 gallon stainless steel lay down tanks w/heated tank covers.  Tanks will be inspected inside and out and recertified.
•  Fuel hoses will be new.
•  Instruments – BALL 655-A
•  Also included:  Basket log book, drop line (strap type), document holder & tool pouch, rain cover (down type) 
 & fire extinguisher.
                                             

Price has been reduced to $6,000.00. Reasonable offers will be considered. 
RON    Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net

More Montague
Photos by Alan Brandt

Happy Birthday
Tom Rafn 11/13
Laura Hancock 11/28
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This year I had the privilege of 
attending the Albuquerque Interna-
tional Balloon Fiesta from the begin-
ning to the last weekend. This year 
they had perfect weather and flew all 
nine days of the event. I began my 
trip on September 30 as I flew in a 
couple days early for the BFA board 
of directors face-to-face meeting. 
Thursday and Friday (Sept. 30-Oct. 
1) the BFA board had some very 
productive meetings. (See separate 
article for report of the meetings.) 
Thursday night was the annual 
presidential social, which gave me a 
chance to meet a lot of people. This 
year I was going to be chasing a gas 
balloon so it gave me a chance to 
meet some of the other pilots and 
crews that would be involved in the 
Americas Challenge. 

On Friday after the board meet-
ing was wrapped up, a fellow board 
member, his wife and myself decided 
to check out the Sandia Tram way. It 
has an elevation of over 10,000 feet. 
We made reservations for dinner at 
the restaurant at the top of the peak. 
It is a 15-20 minute ride up to the top 
of the peak. In that time, you pass 
through four different climates. The 

tramcar was packed very tight which 
made the lack of oxygen a little dif-
ficult. By the time we reached the 
top, I was ready to exit and get some 
air. You would think that with Mt 
Hood being so close that I would be 
used to that a little but I was not. It 
was very difficult to breathe at that 
altitude. The views 
from the top are 
amazing and you can 
see for miles. We 
decided that it was a 
good time to go eat 
as well. Our seat was 
next to the window 
and we were able 
to see an amazing 
sunset from atop the 
peak. While we were 
up there, there were 
a couple of hang 
gliders that left from 
near the restaurant. 
It was great to watch 
them catch the ther-
mals as they descended. 

Saturday morning brought the 
beginning of Fiesta. With the recent 
news of Richard Abruzzo and Carol 
Reimer-Davis disappearing over the 

Adriatic Sea near Italy, you could 
feel that many people had that on 
their mind. Winds were forecasted 
to be a little on the sporty side and I 
thought that this was going to be the 
first test for new Executive Direc-
tor Don Edwards. The winds actu-
ally calmed down and the field was 
open for mass ascension. What an 
amazing sight as all of the balloons 
began to inflate making what seemed 
like a huge launch field become 
pretty small with all of the balloons. 
I elected to stay on the field and just 
take pictures. I went through two 
full memory cards by the end of the 
day. Saturday afternoon was the All 
General Meeting for the BFA with an 
attendance at an all time high. Many 
items were discussed and the energy 
of the items presented was amazing. 

Sunday morning began once 
again with a mass ascension. Fellow 
board member Jim Lynch had told 
me the day before if I were around 
he would try to get me up. In all of 
the times to Albuquerque, this would 
be the first time that I have had the 
chance to fly from the event. Jim 
was scheduled for second wave and 
he tried many times to get into first 
wave to provide me more chances 
for some pictures. Unsuccessful, Jim 

launched second wave 
with many balloons be-
ginning to fill as we left 
the field. Jim put me 
in the basket and we 
floated gently over the 
museum and had some 
great views of the field. 
After about an hour 
flight, it was time to 
put down. Jim found a 
great location, the crew 
was there as was an-
other balloon crew and 
we came in gently back 
to the ground. We went 
back to the field for one 
of the largest tailgate 

sessions I have ever seen. There was 
probably 100 balloons tailgating and 
many more joined as they came back. 
There was no way that anyone could 
have gone hungry after that tail-

Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta
by Cory Miller
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gate. Sunday Evening, Troy Bradley 
invited me to a gas balloon party. 
Every year, the gas balloonists get 
together for dinner before the sched-
uled launch. It was great to meet the 
other pilots and crew members and to 
get the chance to find out more about 
gas ballooning. 

Monday morning, the winds 
were once again light and begun the 
first day of competition. Half of the 
field launched away from the field 
and flew into the field for a game of 
Albuquerque Hold ‘Em throwing 
playing cards for the best hand. Once 
the launch field had been cleared, 
they announced on the local radio 
stations that it was clear for the com-
petition pilots to begin flying to the 
field. They had to be at least one mile 
away when they launched. What an 
amazing sight to watch the competi-
tion pilots work their systems to get 
back to the field. Monday afternoon 
was our first gas briefing as we were 
scheduled for launch on Tuesday. At 
the gas briefing, the pilots were noti-
fied that too much convection was in 
the area and it would be best to delay 
the launch until Wednesday after-
noon. With the delay, it meant that 
the gas pilots and crews could attend 
another party.

Wednesday morning once again 
brought light winds. Another fel-
low BFA board member Ken Walter 
found me on the field and asked if 
I would like to go up today. I have 
always wanted to see competition 
pilots in action and see the magic 
they do to get back to the field. We 
left the field to find a launch location. 
Ken set up several pi-bals and the 
plotter came out looking at the best 
currents to take him to the targets. 
He didn’t like the winds and decided 
to move to another location. Once 
again, the plotter and pi-bals came 
out only to determine that the winds 
were not taking him to the target. 
After close to an hour after finding 
the first launch site, we found a site 

and began to set up the balloon. Soon 
we were in the air with the rest of 
the competition field. Ken worked 
for a while and found a current that 
was taking him to the field. Soon 
after finding the current, the winds 
changed so it meant more planning. 
The entire time, Ken’s wife and crew 
chief Kay was carefully watching 
the winds, setting up more pi-bals, 
and plotting on the ground trying to 
give an update as to what looked the 
best. About 45 minutes into the flight 
we were very close to the field and 
looked like a great chance to score. 
The winds then died at all levels and 
he became becalmed near the field. 
We went up, down, back up, and 
down to find something, but found 
nothing. It was a great location from 
the prospective of a photographer, 
but not to a competition pilot. It was 
almost as though someone hired him 
to just sit there on a tether rope. After 
25 minutes in the same location, we 
finally caught some winds but they 
were taking us away from the field. 
We finally decided to land one hour 
45 minutes after launch. No scoring 
today. Later that day, Troy Bradley 
received a call that the gas launch 
was once again delayed to Thurs-
day evening and that the next brief-
ing would be on Thursday. Perfect, 
another delay, another party. This 
time it was the special shape party. 
It was a wonderful evening as all 

of the shape pilots were around but 
more importantly was the pin trading 
that was going on between the shape 
crews. There was some wheeling and 
dealing to get the pins. 

Thursday morning was the 
Shapes Day. All of the special shape 
balloons would be launching from 
the field first. Competition flights 
launched after that. This year there 
was close to 100 shape balloons with 
many new shapes coming from Bra-
zil. Some of the new ones were the 
crab, SpongeBob, kangaroos, a third 
addition to the Bee family, and one of 
my favorites was the tourist penguin. 
As the shapes left the field, the of-
ficials cleared an area for competi-
tion to begin. The first few balloons 
went into the skyline and many of the 
balloons were heading west of the 
field. As the morning went on, there 
were only a handful of balloons that 
made it to the field. The winds began 
to shift giving a more easterly flow 
and then the balloons were able to 
go right over the field. There were a 
couple of key grab poles set up with 
one balloon making it to the pole and 
grabbing the envelope of money on 
top of the pole. There were several 
times that a few balloons came in and 
were right next to each other get-
ting into position and at times almost 
looked like one balloon was trying to 
push the other competitor out of the 
way. During the day, we received a 

AIBF
Continuted from page 10

continued on page 12
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call from the gas launch headquarters 
giving us the heads up that the gas 
balloons would not launch Thursday 
evening due to weather and to expect 
at the briefing to be ready for Fri-
day morning. With that delay came 
yet another 
party. This 
time it was 
the Zoo Party 
at the Albu-
querque Zoo. 
Lots of food 
and tons of 
people made 
this experi-
ence one I 
won’t forget. 
We left the 
Zoo party to 
go to the gas 
briefing. At 
the gas brief-
ing, we were 
told that 
we would begin setting the balloons 
up at midnight Thursday with gas 
beginning to flow at 2:00 am. Most 
of the teams in the room did not like 
the decision, because of forecasted 
thunderstorms in the area at launch 
time. Each gas balloon team hires a 
separate meteorologist to give them 
the best idea and for strategy dur-
ing the race. With most of the team 
meteorologists saying thunderstorms, 
it was decided to look at the weather 
once more. After a 20-minute recess, 
they came back and thought that the 
original time of 5:30 am launch still 
looked good and that would be the 
time. The teams once again showed 
they were displeased with the deci-
sion. Another factor was that the 
helium truck driver had a death in the 
family and could not deliver hydro-
gen after 5:30 am on Friday morning. 
After much discussion between fiesta 
officials and the gas safety com-
mittee, they felt it was necessary to 
recess for another 20 minutes. After 
this recess, they decided to delay the 

launch until midnight Friday night. 
This was a great decision. Just as 
forecasted, there were some severe 
lighting strikes at 5:30 AM. The next 
scheduled gas briefing was set for 
5:00 PM Friday night. 

Friday morning came around and 
I dcided with the late launch for gas 
it would be a great idea to sleep in. 
It was a good decision as there was 

lightning 
all around 
the field 
and dawn 
patrol was 
cancelled. 
The 
weather 
moved 
on, with 
about 200 
balloons 
deciding 
that the 
weather 
looked 
good 
enough to 
launch. 

With the gas launch now sched-
uled around 12 hours away, Troy 
Bradley 
decided 
he better 
begin his 
checklist 
and get-
ting ev-
erything 
ready 
for final 
prep. We 
met with 
Shane 
Robinson 
to put the 
balloon 
into the trailer and to go over final 
details of the set up. There is a lot 
of prep work that goes into the gas 
launch even before the final setup. 
Troy and Shane were charging bat-
teries for the flight, went shopping 
for food, water and other supplies, 
and began to look at where every-
thing was going to go during flight. 

We went to the final briefing and the 
weather still looked good.

Now comes the work of getting 
the balloon set up. We met the crew 
on the launch field and had our sand 
bags delivered. The crew took out 
the balloon and began to get it ready 
to take helium. Troy and Shane had 
a meeting with their meteorologist 
once again via teleconference. She 
recommended they stay low and head 
more southerly and avoid the front 
that was out in front of them. They 
decided that was a great plan and was 
ready to put it into action. Around 
10:00 p.m. helium began to fill the 
balloon with the crew working the 
helium to the top of the balloon. As it 
began to fill, one person on each side 
of the balloon held the load tapes 
to make sure the balloon did not go 
up too quickly. The whole process 
to take helium to full inflation takes 
about 45 minutes. Once filled, the pi-
lots met for one final weather briefing 
then it was time to launch. 

This year because of the trag-
edy of Richard Abruzzo and Carol 
Reimer-Davis, the first slot was set 
for a tribute to them. The announcer 
read the names and at that time began 

to read their 
bios. During 
this time, 
both of their 
families had 
arranged for 
their hot air 
balloons to 
be there to 
glow. Once 
completed, 
the announc-
er asked all 
in attendance 
to release a 
white pi-bal 

to the skies in honor of them. The na-
tional anthem was then played. Even 
if you did not know Richard and Car-
ol personally, it was a very moving 
ceremony. As the white pi-bals filled 
the sky, it was time for the remaining 
teams to move to the platform. One 
by one, the team’s bios were read and 

AIBF
Continuted from page 8

continued on page 13
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the teams ascended into the night. 
The launch order is done by lottery, 
and this year 
Troy and Shane 
were the fifth 
team to launch. 
We moved them 
into position 
and onto the 
platform. Troy 
gave one last 
hug and kiss 
to his family, 
shook the crew’s 
hands and they 
were off. Shane 
shook hands 
with the crew 
and gave a high 
five to all of the 
officials on the 
stage. The track 
was putting 
them toward 
the east so the 
other driver, Jay, 
and I decided to leave Albuquerque 
around 8:30 in the morning giving 
us a chance to sleep a little and take 
a shower. Before leaving, we took 
the sand bags that were used only on 
the ground back to the central loca-
tion, loaded the trailer and headed for 
home. 

Friday night into Saturday morn-
ing, it was difficult for me to sleep, 
as this was my first chase. I did not 
want to oversleep but also wanted 
to be available if the plan changed. 
Shane and his crewmember were out 
of Missouri so with the track we felt 
we should head toward Oklahoma 
City and possibly park the van there. 
Around 7:30 AM I sent Troy a text 
and confirmed that was still the plan. 
His track was showing more of a SE 
track so I really wanted to make sure. 
He confirmed and Jay and I were 
on our way. We headed east on I-40 
towards Texas. When we got to Ama-
rillo, we talked to the weather person 
and to Troy’s wife and decided to 

hang out there until they caught us. 
We were there for about 6 hours just 
waiting and watching the tracking 
live on the Balloon Fiesta website. 

Around 7:30 PM Saturday night, 
the track was showed they were 

moving at 0 
miles an hour 
for close to 
20 minutes. 
With the track 
showing that, 
the Gas Com-
mand Center 
actually gave 
us a call to 
confirm if 
they had land-
ed. We had 
some contact 
with them 
a few hours 
before and 
the plan was 
to continue 
to fly through 
the night. 
With that plan 
still in place, I 

didn’t think 
they were 
landing. 

Troy 
and Shane 
became be-
calmed over 
a field near 
Plainview, 
Texas where 
some guy 
thought that 
it would be 
fun to shoot 
a rifle at 
the balloon. 
Shane heard the first shot and yelled 
back that there were people in the 
balloon. He then got out the binocu-
lars and saw the guy aim directly at 
them. The guy continued to fire six 
more shots at them (unknown if the 
guy hit the balloon or basket as it 
was dark.) Shane called the police, 
and Troy decided to go up a little bit 
to gain altitude and get away from 

the guy. Every time he went up, they 
lost cell phone range. It was a very 
clear evening and with the balloon 
becoming becalmed over the field, 
it gave them a wonderful view and 
a chance to direct the police right to 
the guy. The police dispatcher could 
not figure out which county to dis-
patch from who cares just get some-
one there). They finally determined 
who the proper authorities were, and 
the police arrived. They found the 
guy and the gun. The guy claimed 
he was shooting at prairie dogs, but 
the police saw right through that and 
arrested him. 

Jay and I were still in Amarillo 
at the time and we were about to 
give a call to the meteorologist to get 
an update on the plan. With limited 
time on the satellite phone, the crew 
talked to the meteorologist who had 
direct communication with Troy and 
Shane. They could relay the position 
and plan to meteorologist and then 
we could get it from her. I called 
Susan, the meteorologist, and after 
about two minutes Troy called me. 
He told me they were down and that 

they had 
just been 
shot at. 
“What do 
you mean 
you just 
been shot 
at?!!” He 
told us 
where he 
thought 
he was, 
but 
because 
he still 
needed to 
talk to the 

sheriff, he did not have time to look 
at the GPS to give us coordinates. We 
found the location on the map and 
figured out how to get there. When 
we entered the name of the town 
into the GPS, it said it was 585 miles 
away. When they were becalmed, 
we looked it up on Google Maps and 
saw that it was only 75 miles away 

AIBF
Continuted from page 8

continued on page 14
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from Amarillo. Jay and I figured out 
the best way to get there and begun to 
drive to the location. We received a 
call from Shane saying he would be on 
the road and he could guide us into the 
field. After 90 minutes of driving, we 
found Shane standing along the side of 
the road. He jumped into the van and 
it still took us about 10 minutes to get 
to where Troy and the balloon were 
waiting. During this time, the Gas 
Command Center had received the 
coordinates and had called me to give 
me an update. Now we had a decent 
idea of where he was. We show up to 
find Troy cleaning out the bottom of 
the basket that got filled with sand as 
they landed. 

We began to get all of the helium 
out of the balloon trying to be care-
ful because we were in a harvested 
cornfield. All of the corn and stalks 

AIBF
Continuted from page 8

had been harvested, what was left 
was just very sharp objects that the 
machines did not pick up. We begin 
to take everything apart and get it 
into the trailer. The Gas Command 
Center had called me and said that 
Troy and Shane needed to go to the 
county sheriffs office to give a state-
ment of what happened. We drove 
about 45 minutes from the landing 
location to the sheriff’s office. Af-
terwards, it was time to try to find a 
hotel for the night pulling into one 
around 2:30 AM.

I would love to do another 
gas launch and chase if given the 
chance in the future. Overall I had 
an amazing time, met a lot of people 
and have many memories that will 
last a lifetime. 

Cory Miller
All photos accompanying this article are by Cory 
Miller. 
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Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, 2010
All photos on this page are by Cory Miller
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Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, 2010
All photos on this page are by Cory Miller
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The vast majority of balloon-
ists travel to a balloon rally with the 
hopes of putting on a good show 
for the public while giving their 
passengers the thrill of a lifetime. 
Sometimes Mother Nature rains on 
our parade – literally! That’s what 
happened in Grant County the third 
weekend in October. 

This is a relatively new event. 
This was the third year for the Grant 
County Hot Air Balloon Festival. The 
first two years the weather cooperat-
ed for both successful flights and the 
Saturday nightglow. Not this year. 

Balloonmeister Cory Miller had 
a tough decision to make on Friday 
morning. Should he close the field 
or not. He made the wise choice – 
no decision yet. “Let’s see what the 
weather looks like after the sun has 
hit the ground.” So we all waited. 
The field was put on hold not once, 
not twice, but three times. Eventu-
ally, Mother Nature turned her back 
on us just long enough that we were 
able to squeak out a fast flight across 
the John Day River Valley. 

Tim took up the 2009 winner of 
the landowner prize, Shirley Lee. In 
the six flights Checkmate has made 
from Mt. Vernon Middle School five 
of the landings have been at the Lee 

ranch west of town. You could not 
find more gracious and accommodat-
ing landowners anywhere. It was a 
pleasure to once again land right in 
Shirley’s backyard. In over 30 years 
of flying this was the very first time 
we left our passenger at the landing 
site. (That just felt weird.) 

We did not leave Shirley behind 
before she was properly 
initiated. The ceremony 
took place in her front 
yard with their very 
friendly and photogenic 
bull watching every 
move we made. 

Did I mention the 
Lee’s are accommodat-
ing? When I said that 
I wanted to eventu-
ally take time to take a 
picture of the bull I’d 
passed on my way down 
to the landing site Shir-
ley’s husband, Patrick 
took it upon himself 
to move the bull to the 

fenced area right next to their house! 
That was another first. I’ve had land-
owners close a gate so a bull could 
not get close to the balloon, but 
I’ve never had someone move a 
bull closer to me!

Obviously, Friday’s flight 
was enjoyable. Unfortunately, 
that was the last time Check-
mate saw the light of day. 
Saturday’s weather started to 
deteriorate. Instead of flying 
everyone headed to the Mt. Ver-
non Community Center where 
we held a communal tailgate 
party. Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director, Sharon 
Mogg, noticed last year that the 
cold temperatures complicated 
our usual tailgate festivities, 
so she came up with the idea 
of holding it inside. When we 
could not fly the additional idea 
of using the commercial kitchen 

Sometimes Mother Nature is Not so Nice
by Shari Gale

to turn out breakfast burritos was 
added in. The owner of the nearby 
Silver Spur restaurant was asked 
to supply fresh eggs, tortillas and 
sausage. She agreed without hesita-
tion. (That says something about 
the Grant County community. She 
supplied us with the burritos makings 
so we could feed people who would 
otherwise have been her customers. 
The giving spirit in Grant County is 
beyond compare.)

Saturday evening the nightglow 
turned into a “candlestick burn.” It 
wasn’t as photogenic, but it did give 
the spectators the chance to come 
down close to the baskets and talk 
with the individual pilots. 

Sunday morning? The only word 
to describe the weather was “Yucky!” 
(That is a weather term, you know.) 
Flying was out of the question. If 
you were lucky enough to head north 
on the way home all you encoun-
tered was hard rain coming at you 
sideways. The people that headed 
west and up and over a pass or two 
encountered hard rain, with snow 

Photo by Tim Gale

Tim Gale and Mike Connerly used the commercial kitchen 
in the Mt. Vernon Community Hall to prepare breakfast 
burritos for any and all Saturday morning. Photo by Shari 
Gale.

Continued on page 18
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Photo by Tim Gale

occasionally mixed in for fun. The 
people that headed over the pass 
on Highway 22 got to enjoy hail 
as well.

Many pilots at this event are 
giving serious consideration to 
going back to the John Day area 
in the spring to fly the sponsors 
who did not get their rides. I re-
ally hope it works out that way. 
It would be wonderful if we can 
demonstrate the ballooning com-
munity’s giving spirit to the people 
of Grant County. 

Shari Gale
Cory Miller was the first in line 
for the burritos on Saturday. 
Photo by Shari Gale.

A Candlestick Glow was all Mother Nature would allow Saturday on night. Photo by Shari Gale.

Photo by Cory Miller.

Randy Fuehrer gave tether rides back at the launch 
field much to the delight of Sandy Gilson of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Photo by Cory Miller.

Was that bull critiquing Tim Gale’s new aero-
naut initiation speech? Photo by Shari Gale.

Photo by Shari Gale.

Grant County
continued from page 18
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Does trying to find the right commercial solution for your balloon business
or program got you batty? 

LINDSTRAND AND YOUR NW DEALERS CAN SAVE YOU FROM 
UNECCESORY TERROR!

Whether you are launching a new product, increasing your brand 
awareness, looking to capture media attention, flying passengers for hire,
or looking for that perfect sport balloon;  a Lindstrand balloon brings you
to the forefront of the marketplace. Lindstrand is THE expert in balloon

marketing and can provide you with a turn-key operation. 

Further, your NW Lindstrand dealers have all the tools to make your vision a
reality. With 87 years of combined experience flying, designing and selling
balloons, coupled with the finest manufacturing team in the industry-we can
help rid you of those bats in your belfry! Do something different and you’ll

know real horror! You’ll see the choice is CLEAR-let us 
help you design and order your Lindstrand TODAY!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, 
Mandy 253-638-9696

Oh! And Another Thing...
Mark Trujillo took his commercial pilot’s check ride on Friday in Mt. Vernon. He passed, of course. This is what 

happened to him on Saturday morning. Chris Whitfield also recently passed his commerical check ride, but you don’t 
see him in these pictures. He was very cagey and stayed away from crowds of balloonists. 

Cory Miller, Marion Lee (obscured) and Greg 
Szymanski seemed to enjoy teaching Mark 
to swim in champagne. They showed him no 
mercy — there was only a small trickle left in 
the bottle!

Photos by Alan Brandt.
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The third annual Grant County 
Balloon Rally was held in and 
around John Day, Oregon during the 
fourth weekend of October.  Spear-
headed by the Grant County Cham-
ber of Commerce with sponsorships 
and support from all the surrounding 
communities it was a great, if not 
totally flyable, event.

We arrived on Thursday after-
noon in beautiful and warm weather 
surrounding by fabulous fall colors.  
Our reservations at the Grant County 
RV park were waiting for us and 
we soon met up with some of our 
crew that had arrived a day earlier.  
This year the RV park was full so 
our crew members were staying at 
the Oregon state park out of town 
but closer to the launch field.  Alan 
arrived a couple of hours later think-
ing he had reservations, but they 
didn’t seem to exist.  The folks at the 
fairgrounds were able to find a good 
spot with water and power so all was 
well.  Although the weather forecast 
wasn’t particularly promising, we 
unpacked the trailer and got the bal-
loon ready to move into the truck on 
Friday morning.

Friday morning was overcast but 
dry.  The winds were a bit gusty but 
as the sun rose began to calm and 
flow lazily down the valley.  After 
several short holds, the field was 
opened for flights at pilots discretion 
and soon we were setting up Mo-

thra.  A total of 
7 balloons took 
to the air with an 
eighth staying 
on the field to 
tether.  The first 
6 balloons stayed 
low and followed 
along the John 
Day river flow-
ing west from 
the launch field.  
Alan, as is his 
way, found some 
up slope winds 
and was soon out 

over the hills to the north which have 
VERY limited access.  Luckily for 
me, the rest of the crew had chased 
Alan north the previous year and 
knew where the only through road 
into the hills was located.  As we 
watched to see if the big bug could 
get back down into the valley, I asked 
a local farmer about the available 
access.  His answer was: “Well, you 
should head 
west to 
the Jones’ 
place, then 
follow the 
road around 
the hill.  
You’ll no-
tice a gate 
to the right 
just before 
Joe’s ranch.  
Take the 
right and 
don’t cross 
the creek.  
Once you 
get the 
Mary’s 
you’ll see 
a fork and cattle guard.  Keep right 
across the guard and you’ll get to the 
top of the hill and should be able to 
find the balloon.”   Thank you…and 
my locals are in the balloon.  Thank-
fully there was enough “road info” 

in his help that we were able to get 
up on the hill and finally locate the 
balloon in a canyon, but on an ac-
cessible road.  No wonder the radios 
and cell phones were not particularly 
helpful.  We had a quick packup and 
except for the 20 point turn on the 
narrow road had no difficulty making 
it back to the field.  As the plan was 
for all the crews to meet at a local 
restaurant , we had a quick first flight 
ceremony (as quick as we could) 
and soon joined everyone else for 
breakfast/lunch.  At the restaurant we 
learned that Mark Trujillo, current 
WAS president, had passed his com-
mercial check ride this morning….
Congratulations, Mark.  We enjoyed 
a quiet afternoon before attending the 
pilot appreciation roast beef dinner at 
the community center.

Although Saturday dawned dry, 
the winds were up and blowing in 
nearly every direction.  The right 
decision was made to close the field 
much to the disappointment (but un-

derstand-
ing) of the 
assembled 
masses.  
As the 
plan was 
to have 
a group 
tailgate 
indoors at 
the com-
munity 
center, the 
time was 
moved up 
and we ad-
journed for 
an earlier 
brunch.  
The selec-

tion of goodies was fabulous and we 
even had Tim Gale (Checkmate) in 
the kitchen making breakfast bur-
ritos…wonderful!  After brunch our 
new commercial pilot was brought 

Grant County (John Day) Balloon Rally 2010

Photos on this page by Alan Brandt

Continued on page 21
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well with the extra long days and 
short nights which can go along with 
a morning flight and evening glow.  I 
have participated in glows where we 
didn’t get back to the RV until well 
after midnight and were expected 
at the field the next morning before 
6am.  Hopefully someone can find 
a different way to have a successful 
glow with mandating it.  We love 
to share the enjoyment of a balloon 
flight with our passengers (especially 
first timers), but aren’t that keen on 
late evenings.  I am only speaking for 
myself, not any pilots or even crew 
when I say I’m not inclined to attend 
events that feel the need to “force” 
everyone to glow.

OK, Alan, now step off that box 
of Tide carefully, and no one will get 
hurt.

Alan Brandt
up on the stage and asked to give 
the hot air balloon history lesson.  
He then had to recite the balloon-
ists prayer while drinking a cup of 
champagne only using his teeth…
yep, there was some “spillage” with 
Jim Smith, the designated examiner, 
doing the honors.  We then all moved 
outside for the traditional champagne 
shower and lots of laughs.  I’m sure 
Mark will get plenty of opportu-
nity to get the history lesson tuned 
up.  Linda and I decided to take the 
afternoon off so we didn’t hear how 
the bowling tournament came out.  
We had packed the balloon back in 
the trailer based on the ever dread-
ful forecast, but late in the afternoon 
Alan called to say they were still go-
ing to try to get off the evening glow 
or maybe, at least, a candle burn.  
OK, unpack the system, run a get a 
quick bite then off to the golf course 
for the glow.  All the pilots were con-
cerned about the wind but with the 
weather holding dry we were able to 
set up 10 baskets and have the candle 
burn.  I’m sure it wasn’t the same for 
the spectators, but the ones I talked 
with seemed to understand.  While 
many of the  pilots and crew were 
meeting at a local Mexican restaurant 
for a late dinner, we just helped back 

the balloon back in the trailer and 
called it a night.

The weather finally did close in 
on us completely for Sunday morn-
ing.  The rain arrived so everyone 
headed home early.  That was prob-
ably a good thing as the forecast for 
the Cascade passes for those of us 
heading back west was for snow at 
or very near the pass levels.  We did 
get some snow right at the pass, but 
it wasn’t sticking yet to the pave-
ment.  By Monday afternoon they 
had 3 feet of snow on the passes!  We 
nearly made it home when we hit an 
intense squall (maybe microburst) 
that caused my driver’s side wiper to 
shear off the drive mechanism.  We 
were able to get off the freeway and 
make our way slowly home on the 
back roads very happy that it didn’t 
happen at the top of the pass.

Our thanks to all the folks in 
Grant County who were so warm and 
friendly, to Cory Miller our balloon-
miester this year, and to all the pilots 
and crew.  We had a good time even 
missing a couple of flights.

OPINION…OPINION…
OPINION…OPINION…

OK…I 
need to get 
this off my 
chest…This 
was the first 
event I have 
attended 
where the 
“glow” was 
considered 
mandatory.  
I understand 
that the 
glows are 
very popu-
lar with the 
locals, but I 
think there 

needs to be a better way to entice 
pilots/crew into participating.  In our 
case most of the crew is retired and 
travels with us to the events.  We 
older folks don’t necessarily deal 

John Day
Continued from page 20

Photos on this page by Alan Brandt

Voting Isn’t Over 
Yet! Time to Vote for 
WAS Officers
First Step: Make a nomination 
for the WAS Executive 
Committee by November 20th. 
Send your nominations via 
e-mail to: 
nominations@wasballoon.com

Second step: Vote. The ballot 
will be published in the 
December newsletter. Votes 
must be in by December 10th. 
The 2011 Executive Committee 
will be announced at the WAS 
Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 11th. 
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The BFA Board of Directors recently met in Albu-
querque, New Mexico for a face-to-face meeting Sept. 
30-Oct. 1, 2010. There were many items on the agenda, 
but the items that seemed to take up a lot of discussion 
time were membership and the website. 

BFA Viability

Here is a recap of the items that the board discussed. 
President Troy Bradley opened up the meeting comparing 
two companies Netflix and Blockbuster. Ten years ago, 
Blockbuster was a well established successful company 
and Netflix was a young start up. Currently, Blockbuster 
is bankrupt and Netflix has grown by leaps and bounds. 
Filling a demand in a different way is the key to Netflix’s 
success and the way for our organization to thrive and 
succeed as well. Troy expressed to the board that our 
membership continues to decline, and we need to work 
together as a board so we do not become a Blockbuster.

Jim Thompson gave the Treasurers Report and 
showed some concern for the upcoming year. The board 
and staff have work diligently to cut expenses while 
providing member services that are valuable to our 
members. Over the two days, the board’s genuine con-
cern for the sport and the organization showed as there 
were many ideas that came forth to save the organization 
money. 

Online Safety Seminar

The online safety seminar was a huge success this 
year and will happen once again February 5, 2011, broad-
casting live from Lakeland, Florida. This year’s speakers 
will include: Troy Bradley, Gordon Schwontkoski, and a 
few others. Cost this year will be $25.00 if registered be-
fore December 1, 2010, $35 after December 1 and $125 
for non-members of the BFA. There will be a registration 
form and ability to pay online on the website. 

BFA Convention

Registration for the convention has officially been 
opened. You can visit the BFA website to find a link to 
the convention website and to register. The convention 
committee has been working hard to provide the best pro-
gram possible. The keynote speaker for the convention is 
Joe Kittinger. You can also reserve hotels on the conven-
tion website at the rate of $99.00 at the Marriott. 

The HACD report talked about the Worlds and 
Pre-World’s Championships coming to Battle Creek, 
Michigan in 2011 and 2012. The BFA team in Hungary 

representing USA at this year’s Worlds is Nick Donner, 
Johnny Petrehn, Joe Heartsill, Paul Petrehn and Owen 
Keown.  (See the competition area on
www.BFA.net for the results)

Crew Division?

One topic that had a lot of energy came from Matt 
Fenster. He gave a proposal at the April face-to-face 
meeting about a crew division of the BFA. He came to 
the board for this meeting with a proposal of what the 
membership category will involve. For $30.00 a year, 
crew can become a nonvoting BFA member with many 
benefits geared toward crew. They will receive a crew 
t-shirt, electronic calendar of festivals across the country, 
electronic newsletter with reports from various festivals, 
topics for crew training, tailgate recipes, crew tips and 
tricks, and more. They will also receive one electronic 
issue of the Ballooning Journal. They will also be added 
to a database so pilots across the country can find crew 
either at festivals or as they travel. Board member Cory 
Miller contacted the balloon clubs around the country 
and those that responded showed the huge need for this 
membership category. Why not get your valuable crew-
members a membership and thank them for all of the 
hard work they have done for you over the years? You 
can call the BFA office to get started.

BFA Website

The website received a lot of attention and many of 
the topics came back to the website. Troy Bradley put 
together a 20+ focus group and they looked at the BFA 
website and how to make it better. They gave some great 
suggestions on what the site should have. Many of those 
in the focus group have grown up in ballooning as well. 
The Board also gave a lot of input as to what they wanted 
to see on the site and improvements to drive people to 
the site. Rick Jones was in attendance at the face-to-face 
meeting so there was good discussion what can be done 
with the site. The first two items include adding more 
color to the front page and to get the for sale ads up and 
running.

Commemorative Coins

The 50-year commemorative coins have been for sale 
for a couple of weeks. These coins were made to cel-
ebrate the last 50 years of the BFA. These coins sell for 
$15.95, which includes shipping from Indiana and have a 
msrp of $19.95. The coins are bronze in color and have a 

Balloon Federation of America Meeting Recap
by Cory Miller, Western Regional Dirctor
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raised edging. These coins can only be ordered on a pre-
order basis and once we reach 100 coins, we will submit 
the order. Call the BFA office today to reserve your copy. 

The youth camps this year held one camp in Michi-
gan. There were about 20 campers that attended. The 
camp in Texas was cancelled due to lack of attendees. 
Next year, camps are scheduled to be held in Texas, 
Michigan, and a yet to be determined location in the 
Northeast. If you are interested in hosting a camp in your 
area contact Shelly Caraway or Cory Miller for more 
information. 

Maury Sullivan presented a document to the board 
that the Events Guidelines committee has been working 
hard for the past six months. There will be a review pe-
riod in the future to give input and it will be presented at 
the convention. This document is a non-binding guideline 
to help balloon festivals organize a successful and safe 
event. Watch for more details as they develop. 

2010 BFA Awards

This year’s recipients of the Director’s Award are: 

Great Eastern Balloon Association given by Bill • 
Hughes-Northeast region
Barbara and Steve Stokoe given by Jim Lynch- South-• 
east Region
Roy Caton given by Kevin Knapp, Director at-large• 
Bill Zangs given by Ken Walter- Great Lakes region• 
Pat Brake given by Shelley Caraway- Southwest re-• 
gion
Sharon and Edd Higbee given by Andy Baird- at large• 
Bob Tyszka given by Cory Miller- Western Region• 

The Presidents Award was given to Maury Sullivan 
by Troy Bradley for his generous commitment of time, 
unwavering support and continual dedication to the Bal-
loon Federation of America. 

HACD  2009 Awards 

National Points Leader - Nicholas Donner 
Highest ranking Rookie - Rhett Heartsill
Highest Ranking Female - Cheryl Edwards White
Highest ranking Senior Pilot - Joe Heartsill
Most improved pilot - Bruce Bussey and William 

Bussey (tie)

The Shields Trauger awards were announced at the 
AGM and will be presented at the convention in Des 
Moines. This years recipients are Colonel Joseph W Kit-
tinger Jr and Louis R Billones. 

Officers for 2010-2011

President- Troy Bradley
Vice President- Matt Fenster 
Secretary- Cory Miller
Treasurer- Kevin Knapp. 

Please feel free to contact any one of the board of 
directors at any time with any questions or concerns that 
you may have.

Board Members: 
Troy Bradley: tbradley@bfa.net
Matt Fenster: fenster@bfa.net
Cory Miller: cmiller@bfa.net
Kevin Knapp: kknapp@bfa.net
Andy Baird: abaird@bfa.net
Ken Walter: kwalter@bfa.net
Debby Standefer: dstandefer @ bfa.nte
Jim Lynch:jlynch@bfa.net
Bill Huges: bhughes@bfa.net
Jim Thompson: jthompson@bfa.net

BFA Meeting
Continured from page 22

WAS Christmas Party
Sunday, December 12, 2010

2 PM

Edie Stoak’s house 
2407 NE regents Drive

Portland, OR

WAS will supply a ham, a turkey, 
sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to 
share:

Last name: A-K = Main Dish  
L-N = Dessert 

O-Z = Salad/Vegetable Dish
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Crew

Chief
 Corner

by G
ordon SchwontoSk

i

continued on page 21

FAQS: Frequently Answered Questions
Get ready, get used to it, and get into it – talking about ballooning is a vital part 

of keeping our sport healthy and alive. Anyone around a balloon – including first-
time crew – is fair game as a target of the roughly 50 standard questions balloonists 
most often get asked. Inquiring minds want to know, and YOU have all the answers 
(or so they think). For their satisfaction and your sanity, it’s wise to have prepared 
answers ready.

First things first. Your first prior-
ity is safeguarding your pilot, passen-
gers, crew, equipment, and everyone/
everything nearby – period. Answering 
questions come after your most press-
ing tasks. There’s never a time JUST for 
questions, so learn to talk as you work. 
Often you can ask one yourself (Would 
you like to help out?) and lighten your 
work as you answer theirs.

Below are ballooning’s top 50 
FAQs and replies that will satisfy most 
inquiring minds. Brief answers (10-20 
words) often suffice. Tailor them to your 
particulars, but have your entire crew 
memorize them so they can answer with-
out hesitation – master the basics. Quiz 
your crew too:
Getting Involved

How you started:•	  always wanted to, 
curious, invited out, balloon landed 
nearby – keep it brief

Licenses (certificates):•	  FAA issues 
to pilots after required written, oral, 
and flight exams for both private and 
commercial certificates

Pilot training:•	  check with our pilot or 
refer to local instructor

Crew needed:•	  2-4 can set up and take 
down in 15-30 minutes. More isn’t 
always faster

Joining a crew:•	  simple – just ask! 
Check with our pilot or crew chief or 
refer to local pilot

What crew get:•	  experiences, friends, 
and memories. Many pilots try to fly 
crew after a few flights. Commercial 
pilots may pay crew, but very few can 
earn a living doing this

Buying a ride:•	  check with our pilot, 
local listings, or internet (referrals 
drive business!)

Events:•	  check with local chamber 
of commerce or internet websites for 
places/dates

Can you give me a ride:•	  I’d love 
to, but it’s not my decision. You 
could crew for awhile or talk with a 
commercial pilot (yours or others) 
about purchasing a ride

Equipment
Cost:•	  varies with size and options. 
New sport package runs $25-30K, 
used ones are less

Balloon fabric:•	  ripstop nylon or 
polyester with coatings, roughly 1200 
square yards of it

Lifespan:•	  about 4-600 flight hrs 
before replacing upper fabric, care/
operation determine

Size:•	  average 3-person model is 65-
80’ tall, 50-60’ across, and holds 70-
100K cubic feet of air (or the same 
number of basketballs). Sizes range to 
carry 1-20 people

Basket material:•	  wicker 
(traditional, absorbs landing shock, 
nonconductive)

Weight:•	  fabric weight 200# or more, 
basket with fuel adds another 4-600# 
and up

Burner output:•	  10-20 million BTUs 
at 1000+°F. Home furnace output = 
50-200,000 BTUs

Burner fuel:•	  liquid propane, the 
same fuel your backyard grill uses

Instruments:•	  altimeter (altitude), 
variometer (climb/descent rate), 
pyrometer (balloon temperature), fuel 
remaining/pressure gauges. Many 
pilot carry aircraft radios and GPS’s 

The Flight
How balloons fly:•	  hot air rises 
in cooler less dense air (at all 
temperatures)

What it’s like:•	  varies. Floating on 
a cloud, standing on a 10th story 
balcony without the building, world 
just gliding beneath you, perfectly 
quiet, no sensation of movement, etc.

Capacity:•	  a pilot and 2-3 passengers, 
but larger balloons carry up to 20 
people

When:•	  the 2 hours after sunrise 
and before sunset when winds are 
calmest, any season in good weather

Duration:•	  most flights last about an 
hour

Distance:•	  usually 5-10 miles, but 
varies with wind, fuel onboard, and 
landing site choices

Height:•	  mostly ranges from treetop 
to 1-2000’, oxygen required above 
10-15,000’

How fast:•	  same as wind speed; most 
pilots prefer under 10mph for launch/
landing safety

Weather:•	  stable conditions, good 
visibility, no rain, light winds in good 
direction is ideal

Temperature:•	  often same as ground, 
no wind chill, 2-3°F drop for every 
1000’ of altitude
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Frequently Asked
continued from page 17

Steering:•	  officially, none; climb or 
descend to find varying speeds and 
directions

Climb/descend:•	  add heat; let the 
balloon cool or vent off hot air

Landing sites:•	  accessible areas like 
backyards, school grounds, cut crop 
fields, sides of roads. Airports are not 
required but you can arrange landing 
at many in-flight if needed

Land where launch:•	  rarely and in 
certain locations; most flights travel 
in one direction

Landing experience:•	  usually touch 
the ground and slide a few feet to a 
stop. In wind, basket might bounce, 
tip at an angle, or lay over and drag 
to a stop

Getting back:•	  crew driving beneath 
you during the flight in truck take 
equipment and passengers back to 
meeting/launch site afterwards

Champagne:•	  French tradition to 
pacify angry farmers and frightened 
villagers who’d never seen a balloon. 
Today, the tradition continues for 
passengers to celebrate their flight

Competition:•	  accuracy, not speed. 
Top pilots fly several miles to one or 
more targets and drop markers within 
inches!

Round the world flights:•	  helium/
hot air hybrid balloon 5-10X the 
average hot air balloon’s size and 
very expensive!

Safety
How safe:•	  statistically, one of the 
safest forms of aviation, but only as 
safe as you make it

Equipment inspections:•	  once a year 
or every 100 flight hours

Combustibility:•	  fabric won’t sustain 
a flame but can melt. Lower Nomex is 
fireproof

Accidents:•	  rare and preventable, but 
they occasionally occur

Mid-air contact:•	  usually planned; 
fabric-to-fabric generally safe, basket-
to-fabric less so

Planes:•	  balloon has the right-of-way, 
safe separation distances prevent 
turbulence issues

Power lines:•	  pose a serious hazard 
but harmless when proper precautions 
are taken. Most pilots never strike a 
power line in their entire flying career

Burner failure:•	  built-in back-up 
system standard. If that fails, the 
balloon acts as parachute

Fabric damage:•	  rip/hole up to 4’ 
long in lower fabric or much smaller 
tears in upper fabric won’t greatly 
affect volume or lift. Immediate 
repair is required of any damage and 
eliminates the threat of weakened 
fabric strength

Bird collisions:•	  bounce off tensed 
balloon fabric when both in flight

One sentence or two will satisfy most 
people. If you can’t answer a question, 
refer it to your pilot or crew chief. 
If you can’t answer it right now, tell 
them to stop back a little later or hang 
around for a few minutes. Keep things 
conversational. Be patient and polite – 
even when you’re sweating, panting, 
and swatting mosquitoes. Remember, 
you once asked these same questions, 
and this isn’t about you – it’s about the 
person asking the questions and this 
sport.

You’ll answer these questions thousands 
of times in a year or flying career, 
but it’s crucial you don’t get testy or 
edgy. Here’s why: YOU PERSONIFY 
BALLOONING! And you don’t know 
who the questioner is. Most people never 
see a balloon up close, and you’re their 
big chance to talk with someone doing 
what they’ve only dreamed about. They 
don’t know this is your second time 
crewing or first time as a crew chief. 
THEY are the landowner, your next 
paying passenger, the media, a potential 
student pilot or festival sponsor, or 
one of the countless people it takes to 
keep ballooning alive. For commercial 
operators, this isn’t about being polite – 
this is money in the bank. 
You represent your pilot, crew, sponsor, 
festival, and sport every time you crew 
– whether you’re aware of that and like 
it or not. Sure, you maybe had a bad 
day at work, are running late, or can’t 
find your gloves – the little time you 
can spare will almost certainly bring a 
smile to someone’s face. There’s always 
a few seconds for that in life, and isn’t 
that what ballooning is about? You never 
know what lies behind any question, so 
treat them all as doors to a better future 
for our entire sport!

Based on the book “Hot Air Balloon 
Crewing Essentials” available 
through the author (see the end of 
the “Welcome” article for more 
information).

It appears that Terri Miller (left) 
is trying to hitch a ride with 
another balloon! Wonder what 
Alan Sanderson (right) thinks 
of that.
Photo by Alan Brandt
(Taken at in Montague, CA)
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15 ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
 Ron and Sandy Grove’s balloon, 7th Heaven, flying in Montague, California 

in September. Photo by Alan Brandt.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
	To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


