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I would 
like to begin 
this month 
by encourag-
ing everyone 
to attend our 
October gen-
eral member 
meeting. This 
month we 
will be meet-
ing at Salem 

Air, located at the Salem airport. 
Our host, Mark Ramer, co-owner of 
Salem Air has allowed us to use their 
conference room located upstairs. 
We are welcome to bring in our own 
food and drink. There is also a great 
restaurant next door for those of you 
that are into watching airplanes take 
off and land while enjoying dinner. 
Guess where I’ll be before the meet-
ing! 

We will be welcoming a guest 
speaker, Gary Eaton, who will be 
talking about those important insur-
ance liability forms. Gary has been 
researching Oregon law and will be 
sharing some great pointers with us 
to help protect ourselves and our 
crew in the event of an accident. Of 
course I need to point out that this 
meeting does not in any way consti-
tute legal advice, as only your at-
torney can offer that. I hope that you 
can make this important meeting. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to encourage you to submit your 
nominations for Pilot of the Year and 
Crew of the Year awards. I have seen 
many deserving individuals at Rallies 
this season, and I hope you will take 
a few minutes to submit your nomi-
nations. You can send your nomina-
tions to Justin Luber. The awards will 
be announced during our Christmas 
party.

Also requiring your attention 
are nominations for WAS Officers. 
I would like to thank those of you 
who already sent the Executive 
Board some nominations. All cur-
rent officers have agreed to run for 
office again, with the exception of 
Sandy Grove, who after many years 
of service has decided to “retire” 
from WAS duties. Thank you Sandy! 
Nonetheless, I encourage nomina-
tions as I feel it is important to keep 
fresh ideas on the Board. 

In closing, I would like to thank 
those pilots and their crew who came 
out for the landowner appreciation 
flights conducted on the Thursday 
before the kickoff of Albany Art & 
Air Festival. Not only did we help a 
local landowner celebrate his 90th 
birthday with a hot air balloon ride, 
but also the flights made headlines in 

the local Albany newspaper. Many 
landowners left with huge smiles on 
their faces and were genuinely ap-
preciative of our efforts.

Gentle breezes,

Mark

Sidewalk art is an annual feature of The Great 
Prosser Balloon Rally in Prosser, Washington. 
This is just one example, created by both old and 
young local residents.
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Coming to the October WAS Meeting?
Here’s what you need to know:

Date: Tuesday, October 12, 2010
Place: Salem Air Center, 3300 - 25th Street SE, Salem, OR
in the upstairs Conference Room
Time: 6:30 to 8:30 PM
Parking: Please use the Flight Deck Restaurant parking lot
(Flight Deck is north of the Salem Air Center)

You have the option of eating at the Flight Deck Restaurant 
before the meeting or bringing your own food into the conference room. 

October 2010

October 22-24
Grant County Balloon Festival
John Day, OR
Contact:  Sharon Mogg, 
Grant County Chamber of 
Commerce, 
541-575-0547;  
gcadmin@gcoregonlive.com

What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond

Happy Birthday
Jim Smith 10/2
Lisa Bridegam 10/8
Andrew Bales 10/15
Kris Trujillo 10/15
Carrie Smith 10/19
Marilyn Barnhart 10/27 
Greg Miller 10/27
Cory Miller 10/30

WAS Meeting Schedule for 2010

MEETING TYPE LOCATION TOPIC

Tuesday, October 12, 2010
General Meeting

Salem Air Center
see below for details

Liability Forms
CA Attorney Gary Eaton

November 9, 2010
Executive Board Meeting 
Teleconference

Phone WAS Business Meeting

Christmas Party Dinner Edie Stoaks home Christmas Party!!!

February 2011

Saturday, February 26, 2011
Balloon Safety Seminar
Contact: Cory Miller
503-510-1215
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

WAS E-Board Meeting by Skype on 9/9/10

Call to order at 7:09pm
Approval of minutes as posted, Motion by Cory, second by 
Justin, Passed

Attending executive officers: 
Mark Trujillo, President.  
Justin Luber, Vice President.  
Jason Fast, Sec. Treas.  
Cory Miller, Web Master

August meeting debriefing
 All supportive of the Jeopardy game and the discussion it  
 generated. 
 Discussed Jeopardy at the Christmas party. Consensus was  
 not at Christmas Party, to much Socializing going on.
 Jeopardy possible at February meeting or Lunch at the safety  
 seminar

Landowner flight day
 This was not a WAS sponsored event, Mark was assisting  
 only. 
 Mark mentioned this to several people during the day. 
 WAS as a general rule does not sponsor events for liability  
 reasons. 
	 Communication	of	the	landowner	fly	out	was	not	the	best.

Landowner cards
 Low Response on returned cards
 Discussion of landowner ride drawing
 Discussion of Bullwinkle’s ride for facility use.
 Propane to be paid by WAS to pilot giving ride.

Zone maps
 Discussion on map of Landing Zones
 It has been a slow start but we will continue to work on it.
 Please continue with Landowner cards when possible.
  
October meeting
 Salem Air Port, south of restaurant at Salem Air.
 This is a trial basis, but wishes a continuing relationship  
 with club.
 Catering possible.
 Room for 40 plus.
 Looking at Skype meeting from Gary Eton, Attorney for  
 release and liability in California.
 Also possible crew topic as time permits. Suggestion of  
 night glow crewing.
 
Christmas
 Edie is opening her home to us once again.
 Past practice, Carmen and Steve help Edie with the house.
 Edie does a ham which the club will reimburse for.
 Drinks reimbursed by club.
 Paper product low, need to purchase.
 Ron to help Sandy with Activities for this year.

Elections
	 Nominations	for	Officers	needed	by	or	at	the	October	
 meeting.
 For President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer
 Nominations can be emailed to any executive committee  
 member.
 Mark to draft an E-mail to membership on nominations
 
Aeronaut and Crew person of the year
 Need submissions with an explanation of there deserving  
 attributes.
 E-mail Submissions to Justin
 Justin in charge of awards

Safety Seminar
 Applications due by December 15 at the $45.00 Fee,
 If there is still room the late Fee is $100.00
 Currently the venue is the Best Western Black Bear Inn on  
 Market St.

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15pm
Minutes by: 

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

Treasurers report:
 
Beginning BAL. +$1319.60 
Deposit +35.00  New member Dues 
Debit  -50.00  Oregon Corporation Taxes 
Ending Balance   +$1304.60 

Encumbered amounts  $195.00  BFA convention 
  delegate 
                                    100.00  BFA Balloon camp  
  from one donation 
                               + $1009.60 Estimated total after 
  encumbered amounts
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The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s Aeronaut Of The 
Year Award is an annual award presented  to an individu-
al who has made a significant contribution to the Sport of 
Ballooning during the past year.

The Award process is as follows:
	Nominations, complete with a description of why 

the Award should be given, are received from the 
General Club Membership by the Executive Com-
mittee;

	Nominations are reviewed for appropriateness as 
defined in the Aeronaut Of The Year Procedures.

	Ballots are prepared and mailed to the General 
Membership for voting and returning to the Execu-
tive Committee for tallying.

	The Award is presented during a General Meeting, 
or other appropriate occasion.

It is time to consider nominee’s for the WAS 2010 
award.

Please consider accomplishments of your fellow 
Aeronauts (Pilots AND Crew) made during the year 2010 
and nominate those you feel have made a significant con-
tribution to the Sport of Ballooning.  Any WAS Member 
is eligible for nomination.  In addition, when significant 
contributions by others have been made, they may also 
be considered.

Nominations should include a description of the 
Nominee’s accomplishments. Nominations should be 
sent, or e-mailed, to Justin Luber at justin@wasbal-
loon.com no later than December 1, 2010 in order to 
be considered.

Thank you

Your WAS Executive Committee

2010 Aeronaut of the Year Award

2010 W.A.S. Aeronaut Of The Year Award Nomination

Nominee Name: ________________________________________________________

Description of contribution to the Sport of Ballooning:
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Return Nominations to:   Justin@wasballoon.com

Deadline For Nominations Is December 1, 2010
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Jefferson 2010 Labor Day Lift Off

Every year Marianne and Bob LeDoux organize a fly out for local balloonists on Labor Day from 
Jefferson, Oregon. The Santiam River is close by which adds a fun element. The usual winds take 
everyone south towards Albany, which is always balloon friendly. (Photos on this page by Tim and 
Shari Gale)
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Our local event here in Albany, 
Oregon, was another great success 
with nearly 40 balloons attend-
ing from all over the west. Despite 
some gloomy long range forecasts, 
balloonmiester, Marianne LeDoux, 
was able to order very reasonable 
weather for our three days of flying. 
Our thanks to Marianne and Bob 
LeDoux, Wah Chang, the Albany 
Visitors Bureau and all the assistants 
and volunteers for a great weekend.

Friday morning was a great day 
with mostly sunny and a light wind 
blowing out of the north (our typi-
cal wind) a direction which supplies 
the pilots with miles of open landing 
areas. With one passenger assigned, 
we added some crew and Mothra 
was soon floating leisurely with the 
other balloons. The crew soon caught 
up with the bug as we watched them 
ground track along a harvested grass 
field some 1 by 2 miles in size. Fi-
nally they planted the system and we 
went out to “pick it.” Marianne had 
requested as many of the crews as 
possible to join in a “circle the wag-
ons” tailgate after each flight so when 
we arrived back on the field we were 
treated to great grazing opportunities 
during our post flight celebrations. 
The afternoon was spent in hiberna-
tion (balloon nap) before getting our 

crew together for dinner at our local 
hot spot. Friday evening was the 
event balloon glow and even being a 
bit breezy was a complete success

Saturday was mostly sunny again 
but with a slightly higher wind (still 
from the north.) There was a lot 
more slowness in making a flight (or 
not) decision. When Marianne made 
the second announcement that the 
field was open, there still was NOT 
a mad rush to the inflation fans. As 
the winds seemed to subside, slowly 
a few inflations were begun. After a 
few liftoffs, a few more would start 
the inflation process. The wind was 
gusty so some pilots tried, but pulled 
out with too much dishing while oth-
ers were able to get stood up without 
any issues. We decided to make the 
flight with our 3 assigned passen-
gers and our inflation, standup, and 
liftoff were without incident. Since 
the upper winds were not decreas-
ing as hoped, we packed up the truck 
quickly to try to get ahead of the 
balloon. We caught up with him, but 
after he skipped what we thought 
was the perfect landing, we lost him 
as he tried to drop in behind some 
trees. Alan got it down with only a 
couple of bruises, but we had no clue 
where he was and since the enve-
lope was quickly deflated on landing 

Wah Chang Art and Air Festival

it was hard to spot. After multiple 
radio calls and a few cell calls mixed 
in, we got the GPS coordinates and 
realized we could “see” the basket 
a couple of miles off the road. The 
fields directly in our path were either 
pasture or being worked for planting 
and the GPS showed no other ways 
in. Finally the farm hand working the 
field confirmed the location and told 
us of a dirt road just on the edge of 

Albany’s Wah Chang Northwest Art & Air Festival got officially underway the weekend of August 27th - 29th. (Photos on this page by Alan Brandt)
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All photos accompanying 
this article by 
Alan Brandt

one of the fields that would lead us 
to the balloon. He knew it had a gate, 
but didn’t know if it was locked. 
Driving up to the gate we could see 
the lock but on closer inspection we 
found the clip behind the gate…its 
an old farmer trick…and were able 
to make our way out to the balloon. 
Packing up went quickly and after 
applying an ice pack to our bruised, 
but still smiling passenger, we made 
our way back to the launch field for 
another great group tailgate. Saturday 
afternoon was spent perusing the arts 
and crafts booths before attending 
the free concert by America followed 
by a fireworks display. A long but 
beautiful day.

The weather was perfect for Sun-
day morning flying. With a weather 
front on the way the wind had shifted 
by 180 degrees and all the balloons 
floated lazily northward. We had 
three passengers assigned for the 
morning and they all enjoyed the 1.5 
hour flight before we swapped out a 
tank and switched out passengers for 
the dreaded second hop. I told our 
passengers that NOW they were in 
for the really exciting part of balloon-
ing…chasing, but little did I realize 
the true veracity of that statement. 
The hop lasted about 40 minutes as 
the wind was coming up a bit and a 
large unused field appeared in view 
with a balloon already landed…looks 
good…set it down there…

To be continued…watch for epi-
sode “The Recovery.”

Alan Brandt

Wah Chang,
continued from page ?

The Recovery article can be found on the follow-
ing page.
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As you may remember we were 
just finishing up a 40 minute hop as 
an unused field came into view with 
a balloon and crew already landed. 
Looks like a reasonable place and 
with the wind beginning to come 
up the landing was completed. The 
crew drove to the house closest to the 
balloon to inquire about access. The 
land owner mentioned some gates at 
the previous house (where the other 
balloon was being packed up) so we 
radioed Alan that we believed we had 
access so he could deflate as the wind 
wasn’t getting any better.

We quickly discovered that the 
gates were all locked…oops…and 
that the first balloon in the field with 
its 20+ crew had lifted the system 
over the barbed wire fence. Our bal-
loon was about ½ mile away at the 
other end of the field and carrying it 
out was certainly not our first choice. 
We tried as had the other crew had 
to find someone around the property, 
but were unsuccessful so I guess we 
are on our own. A suggestion was 
made that we could disassemble a 
portion of the fence to allow us to 
drive in and reassemble on exit. This 
seemed like a bit of overkill at the 
time so I decided to see if we could 
get any help from the landowner we 
originally talked with.

The landowner was very helpful 
and agreed to let us into the fields 
to see if we could find any way to 
the balloon. She agreed to turn off 
the electric fence…a bit late for one 
of our crew who got snapped when 
the gate chain dropped on the wire. 
What we discovered was that Mothra 
with three pilots and one crew/pas-
senger where behind a six foot chain 
link fence or a double barbed wire 
electric fence or both. Ranching must 
be doing good to afford a chain link 
fence! They looked like caged ani-
mals at a balloon zoo as they walked 
the perimeter looking for a way out. 
After evaluating our options we de-
cided that the fence disassembly was 

our best (maybe only) option. We 
thanked the landowner, got all her 
gates closed up and headed back for 
the first house.

There was still no one that we 
could find, so we got out some tools 
and unclipped the strands from about 
six of the posts until we could eas-
ily lay down the wires and put some 
protective carpet pieces over them. 
As we were working on the fence 
a truck drove in…hold on, maybe 
we have a landowner. Nope, just a 
neighbor who’s dog had taken off. 
No, we hadn’t seen him, but will stay 
on the lookout for him. We were able 
to easily drive out to the balloon and 
pack up went very quickly. We got 
back out through the fence and the 
crew began to reassemble the fence.

Suddenly, someone was coming 
out of the house…”What are you 
doing?”

“Well, we’re putting your fence 
back up”, I responded.

“Why?”
“We had to take it down.”
“Why?”
I explained about the hot air 

balloon landing in the field and that 
we couldn’t seem to find anyone to 
ask. He said his daughter had just 
called him about a bunch of people 
in his yard. Seems he sleeps with ear 
plugs and didn’t 
hear anything. 
He seemed OK 
with the whole 
process and I 
gave him our 
landowner cards 
and my card so 
he could contact 
us if there were 
any questions or 
problems.

Finally, we 
loaded up all 10 
of us in and on 
the truck and 

headed back to the field where they 
had held propane for us and at least 
there was some tailgate left. I know 
that this recovery won’t go down in 
the annals of World’s Most Difficult, 
it was enough for us especially given 
that fall landings in our area are usu-
ally incredibly easy.

Alan Brandt

PS…Yep, the story is not quite 
over yet. A couple of days after the 
event we received a call from the 
fellow we had talked with, who, it 
seems, it really just a renter. The 
landowner had decided that our fence 
reassembly was not quite what he 
needed. Since Linda and I were both 
out of town for the day, we contacted 
Alan so he could make arrangements 
to get things up to par. Alan con-
tacted the renter immediately who 
told him what the problem was, but 
that it wasn’t an emergency. A few 
days later I got another call asking 
when the fence would be fixed. I got 
the details on the problem…seems 
we didn’t keep the strands straight 
and left some bigger gaps where the 
calves that were soon to be put into 
the field might be able to squeeze 
through if spooked. I went over im-
mediately and restrung the lines that 
did look more like my stock portfolio 
than a stock fence.

The Recovery

“Help! We landed behind this fence, and we can’t get out!” Please note the 
basket in the far distance. (Photo by Alan Brandt)



AeroStats	 October	2010	•	Volume	12,	Number10	 Page	10

The Albany event has always 
been one of my favorites. Tim and I 
have never missed flying at this event 
in 25+ years – even the year when 
the rally was almost non-existent. We 
were there, and we happily flew over 
that section of the Willamette Valley. 

Suddenly, this year we faced an 
unpleasant decision. The weekend 
of the Art & Air Festival was also 
the weekend our son, Andrew, was 
graduating from Basic Training down 
in Ft. Benning, Georgia. How could 
we be two places at once? 

I struggled with that dilemma for 
several weeks. The rally organizers 
were extremely supportive. Every-
one on the committee agreed that 
Tim and I should go to Georgia and 
they’d hold our place for next year. 
(Family first.) That was wonderful, 
but I did not want to leave the event 
and our sponsor in a tough spot. We 
owed them some loyalty, too. After a 
brief phone call with balloonmeister, 

There’s always a solution! 
Marianne LeDoux, I sat on the 
couch slowly beating my head 
against a wall. I could not get 
past the “two places at once” 
challenge. Then inspiration hit. 

We had to be in Georgia 
but Checkmate could still go 
to Albany!! I immediately sent 
a message to Mary and Jerry 
Gobet, who were on vacation 
in Germany at that moment, 
asking them to take over Pilot/
Crew Chief duties for us. 

Luckily, it all fell into 
place. Jerry flew Checkmate 
on Friday and Saturday. Tim and I 
raced back from Georgia (along with 
Andrew and our German daughter, 
Jenny Ritz) to Albany on Sunday 
morning. Tim flew Checkmate while 
Jerry gave a flight review to Laura 
Hancock. 

It was perfect. Checkmate flew 
all three days and Tim can still le-
gitimately claim to have flown every 

Jerry Gobet inflating Checkmate on Saturday.
(Photo by Terri Miller.)

Checkmate lifting off with Jerry Gobet as PIC. (Photo by 
Terri Miller.)

Laura Hancock and Jerry Gobet during a brief touch and go on Sunday’s flight in 
Albany.  (Photo by Tim Gale).

year at the Albany event. Best of all, 
this solution got Jerry’s feet off the 
ground again. We proudly have the 
mirror hanger with a photo of Check-
mate listing Jerry’s name as the pilot 
to remind us that there is always a so-
lution to every problem. Sometimes 
you just have to bang your head for a 
while.

 
Shari Gale
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Hm-m-m. There are always 
choices in which rallies to attend. 
There is never enough time or money 
to get to every event. So why would 
we choose to go to a rally in a little 
(read tiny) town in East/Central 
Washington along with only eight 
other balloonists? That’s the choice 
we made when we signed up for the 
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival in 
Quincy, Washington. We didn’t go 
for the area shopping, or the tourist 
attractions. No, we went because of 
the people involved. 

The event feels more like a 
private party put on by the ultimate 
host/hostess than it does a balloon 
rally. Kent & Kim Bacon go out of 
their way to make every balloonist 
and every crewmember welcome. 
For example, when Tim and I rolled 
into town the motel had messed up 
our reservations and did not have a 
room for us the first night. I called 
Kim, she talked to the owner and 
his helper, when that did not work, 
she got in her car and drove all the 
way into town to make sure we had 
a motel room and that our crew had 
rooms. 

It’s also a nice bonus that the 
launch field is the Bacon’s 300-acre 
turf farm. Nine balloons “crammed” 
onto 300 acres. Could we all fit? The 
photos speak for themselves. (No-

tice how all nine still lined up close 
together just like at a normal event? 
Why do we do that? ‘Cause we like 
each other? ‘Cause we need moral 
support?)

On Friday’s press flight Tim took 
up Chuck Allen, the publisher of the 
local weekly newspaper The Quincy 
Valley Post-Register. After the flight 
Chuck asked me about landowner re-
lations. I gave him some examples of 
good and bad experiences we’ve had 
over the years. His parting comment 
was, “Well, I expect that everyone 

in this valley 
will be happy to 
have you land 
on their proper-
ty.” And that is 
exactly what we 
experienced. 

In fact, on 
Saturday’s flight 
we landed in 
an open field 
owned by a 
nice guy whose 
brother was in 
Quincy visiting 
for the week-
end. It turned 
out his brother 

lives in Sweet Home, Oregon and 
comes to the Albany event every 
year. He recognized our balloon! And 
they were thrilled that we had landed 
there.

Later Saturday morning we were 

Mike Bird took this photo of a perfect launch field from his powered parachute.

Small can be the perfect size!

Jerry Cummins of Walla Walla took his balloonmeister duties seriously. He even helped manage the 
parade.  (Photo by Shari Gale.)

part of the Farmer-Consumer Aware-
ness Day parade. Several balloons 
joined the fun. We handed out candy 
along the route. It was an experience 
Jenny Ritz, our former German for-
eign exchange student here visiting 
for a month, would not easily have 
found anywhere else. She loved it. 

Saturday night was the night-
glow, a concert by Elvis imperson-
ator extraordinaire Steve Sogura, and 
fireworks. Can you think of a better 
combination? 

The icing on the cake for us was 
our sponsor, Yahoo! They have a 
server farm located in Quincy. Since 
Tim and I have Yahoo! accounts and 
Jenny has a Yahoo!.de account they 
were a perfect match for us. Yahoo! 
had the farm, we were the consum-
ers! We could not have asked for a 
more gracious and enthusiastic spon-
sor. 

In our opinion, when it comes to 
Quincy, small is the perfect size.

Shari Gale
 

Jenny Ritz on Checkmate’s crown line. (Photo by 
Shari Gale)
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Quincy Valley Balloon & Wine Festival

Which way did it go? (Photo by Shari Gale)

Balloons and fireworks are a good combination. 
(Photo by Robert Fisher.)

Circling the balloons was Mike Bird in his powered para-
chute. (Two top photos by Shari Gale)

The only water Tim Gale could find was this 
irrigation canal. He managed a “dip and drip” 
even though the basket barely fit. (Photo by Shari 
Gale)

There were other bodies of water to be found — if you were lucky. 
(Two photos above by Mike Bird.)
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We arrived a couple of days 
before the start of this year’s event 
in some very windy conditions. It 
was gusting up to 40 on Wednesday 
but according to the forecast was 
supposed to begin calming for the 
weekend. We weren’t scheduled to 
fly the Thursday media flights so I 
obviously did NOT set the alarm for 
o’dark thirty as would be required 
later. When I checked the sky at a 
more acceptable 7:00 there was still 
a bit of a breeze and I didn’t see 
any balloons on or near the launch 
field which was about ¾ of a mile 
from our RV park. After breakfast 
and a shower I did see one balloon 
in the air at 9:30 which disappeared 
quickly behind a hill and it seemed 
to be getting breezier. After lunch 
we contacted Alan Sanderson’s sister 
in Sparks to get his arrival plans. 
We learned that they had arrived 
on Wednesday night and were now 
busily working on a balloon that had 
an entanglement with a tree during a 
windy landing that morning. Arriving 
for dinner we found them still work-
ing on repairing/replacing 14, 15, 17 
panels (never did get the final count) 
and saw pictures of the tree encoun-
ter and some of the shape shifting 

balloon as it had also been caught by 
a thermal or two. Yep, it had seemed 
to me to be a bit windy that morning. 
We wished them luck with the repairs 
and headed back to set the alarm and 
get some necessary rest.

Friday was a nice clear day with 
light winds to the west and north. 
Our passenger was an official event 
photographer and along with a cou-
ple of Alan’s family Mothra was soon 
aloft floating to the 
northwest. This isn’t 
the best direction 
as it leads toward 
Peavine Mountain 
and very limited ac-
cess. As we watched 
from the field it 
soon became obvi-
ous that there would 
be no wind shifts 
and we headed out 
with three chase 
vehicles to try to 
keep in touch with 
the big bug. As 
we headed north 
it seemed that the 
wind was picking 
up and we were having a hard time 
getting ahead of the balloon. Luck-
ily we had a couple of local balloon 
pilots, Steve and Ingrid Martell, so 
were getting some good suggestions 
about where to head to. However, 
they were not making us comfortable 
about where he was headed. 
Alan’s sister in the basket 
contacted the crew to let us 
know that he was on a track 
to the north and would try 
to drop it in near Hwy 395 
past Stead Airport. As we 
watched from the gravel 
access road to Peavine, he 
suddenly landed in the des-
ert and we watched from 
several miles away as the 
balloon rocked and drugged 
through the brush and rocks 
for quite a ways…Stayed 
tuned for “The Recovery, 
part II”…we had a very 
nice champagne brunch at 

the Bonanza Casino before heading 
back to the RV for a well deserved 
hot shower and loooonnnnggg nap.

Saturday was another perfect 
morning. The morning glow show 
was very nice and with very light 
and almost box winds the 5 balloons 
in the dawn patrol arose into an 
almost perfect circle reminding me 
of a glowing smoke ring except that 
we know we don’t allow smoking 

around the balloons. 
Being that it was 
the ninth anniver-
sary of the 9/11 
attacks, there were 
two tethered bal-
loons launched to 
represent the towers 
holding an Ameri-
can flag between 
them during the na-
tional anthem while 
the A6 trainers flew 
overhead. Some of 
our crew missed out 
on the launch due 
to working until 
midnight finishing 
up the Thursday 

balloon repairs. We were able to 
gather up enough crew to untangle 
the balloon from the Friday packup 
and soon were floating slowly north 
with almost everyone else. There was 
not much (if any) on field scoring as 

Reno 2010

All photos on this page by Alan Brandt.

Continued on page 14
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everything was headed north. The 
one hour flight ended in an easily ac-
cessible field just above our RV park 
and with the help of some bystanders 
we were quickly packed and headed 
back to the field. We got to have a 
nice ceremony for our first time fly-
ers before deciding to head over to 
Big Ed’s for breakfast/lunch. No bal-
loon repairs were needed to everyone 
headed out to get caught up on some 
much needed rest…seem to be doing 
that more each year.

Ah, Sunday, and even lighter 
winds. With no sponsor passengers 
scheduled, we boarded a couple of 
crew and watched for 1 ½ hours as 
Mothra made a circle around the 
field. Although they never got close 
enough to make a pass on the targets, 
many others were able to finally find 
the field. It seemed that more than 
50% of the balloons made it back to 
the launch field for landing as did 
Mothra with just a little drop line 
help over one fence. That recovery 
was very much appreciated by the 
crew. We joined several other pilots 
and crew for some simple tailgating 
while waiting for the awards lunch. 
We enjoyed the lunch consisting of 
salad, beans, bar-b-que chicken and 
ribs and all congratulated the win-
ners. It was finally time to say good 
bye (at least until Montague), get 
some laundry done, and pack up for 
our next adventure. Our thanks to 
Katie Griggs, all the Reno officials, 
volunteers, and everyone else who 
made this year’s event as wonderful 
as ever…see you in 2011 for the 30th 
anniversary. 

Alan Brandt

Reno 2010
Continued from page 13 

All photos on this page by Alan Brandt
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	Are you flying a balloon system with proven 500+ hour fabric with no weight penalty when substituted for
 Hyperlast?
	Does your envelope have a Nomex scoop and throat that came STANDARD?
  Are your burners powerful, reliable AND easy to maintain?
  Were you given basket options (upgraded size, cushion floor, leather trim, and nylon skid protectors) as 
 STANDARD upgrades?
  Does your manufacturer have a proven track record of world class customer service before and after the sale?

If not-you might want to ask yourself  “Am I smarter than a 5th grader?!” 

Are you smarter than a 5th GRADER?
Let’s See...

We can help restore your credibility*! Call for your quote on a Lindstrand system today!  
DON’T DELAY-CALL TODAY! 
We’ll review the MANY reasons you should choose a new Lindstrand for the best value 
available in balloon systems!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-9696

*credibility varies and not guaranteed. Some people just aren’t smarter than a 5th grader!

Basket/Burners for Sale:
1986 Aerostar  CWS “stretch” basket  w/485 hrs,  poly skid liners,  stainless steel corners & wicker is in  GOOD  condition.
•		 4	point	aluminum	uprights		w/suede	covers.
•		 HP2-D		burners		w/liquid	pilots.
•		 2	-	20	gallon	stainless	steel	lay	down	tanks	w/heated	tank	covers.		Tanks	will	be	inspected	inside	and	out	and	recertified.
•		 Fuel	hoses	will	be	new.
•		 Instruments	–	BALL	655-A
•		 Also	included:		Basket	log	book,	drop	line-	strap	type,	document	holder	&	tool	pouch,	rain	cover-	down	type	&	fire	extinguisher.
                                             
Price has been reduced to $ 6000.00. Reasonable offers will be considered. RON 
Rs7thhvnn@comcast.net

A+
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The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, Washington / September 24-26, 2010

If you want spectacular balloon 
photos go to the Prosser event! Profes-
sional photographer and very active 
WAS member, Cory Miller, has this 
all figured out. He helps his dad, Greg, 
launch the balloon; checks to make sure 
there is enough crew for the chase; then 
he heads out to his favorite spots along 
the Yakima River. There he waits for 
the balloons to come in for their Splash 
‘n’ Dashes. Again this year Cory got 
some fantastic shots as you can see 
here. Great work, Cory!

Cheryl Issacs first Splash ‘n’ Dash was executed to 
perfection! Here’s proof.
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ing away a smiling lady followed by 
several girls wearing crowns caught 
up to me. Her name was Kip Camp-
bell. She asked me if we would take 
up a couple of members of the Miss 
Prosser Court. (Kip is their “den 
mother.”) I said, “Sure!” and a tradi-
tion was born. Each year we take up 
at least one member of the current 
court. 

This year we took up Esmy and 
Kristen. They were so excited, espe-
cially Esmy, that they could not hold 
still in the basket. 
They ended up be-
ing late to class that 
morning, but, oh, 
well. It didn’t really 
matter —  espe-
cially for Esmy. She 
had an unforgettable 
weekend! 

Not only did 
Esmy fulfilled her 
long time dream of 
flying in a hot-air 
balloon, but she 
was also crowned 
Homecoming 
Queen that night. 
On Monday morn-
ing she found out 
that she had won 
a $10,000 scholar-
ship. I’m sure she’ll 
remember this Sep-
tember weekend for 
a long, long time!

But we weren’t 
done yet. We ha 
new sponsors this year. Two very 
dynamic and fun sisters, Teresa and 
Debbie, who joined us on Saturday. 
We took up their children; Alex, age 
11 and Lauren, age 12. The cousins 
had a lot of fun. Yet they were will-
ing to share. Part way through the 
flight Tim landed and we switched 
passengers. Teresa and Debbie had 
generously offered to let Elaine, a 
lady battling lung cancer, take the 
second half of the flight. There again, 
a balloon flight was something Elaine 

One of the attractions of flying 
in the Prosser, Washington area is 
the people, the people and oh, yeah, 
the people. The gorgeous setting just 
makes the rally all the more alluring.

We have met some of the most 
generous and positive people on the 
planet in Prosser. Every year I hear 
stories of the generousity of the local 
residents — everything to opening 
up their homes for the weekend, of-
fering home cooked meals to pilots 
and crew, to the local farmers who 
bring in bags of produce to give to 
the pilots as a thank you. 

The riders we took up last year, 
Wyatt and Vera, contacted us and 
offered us a spare bedroom. What a 
wonderful offer! There was no way 
we’d turn that down. Not only did 
they turn their house over to us, they 
got up every morning before dawn 
and fixed us breakfast. However, the 
best part was the opportunity to get 
to know this fun couple a lot better. 

The first year Tim and I attended 
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally 
I went up to the rally coordinator 
before Friday’s media flight and 
asked her if she had someone we 
could take up for the event. She said 
“No, not this time.” As I was walk-

Why We Keep Returning to Prosser

Esmy and Kristen are members of the Miss 
Prosser Court.

had always dreamed of doing. 
Sunday Teresa and Debbie came 

out again, this time carting boxes of 
vegetables from their gardens to give 
to us and to our crew. Another farmer 
donated sacks and sacks of delicious 
pears to every pilot. 

See what I mean about the people 
living in the Prosser area? Who could 
resist the opportunity to meet and get 
to know people like this?

Shari Gale

The balloon launch from the Benton County 
airport, which is located along the main road 
through town and it is close to the Yakima River.

The Yakima River has a strong downward pull for just about every pilot 
who flys the event. See how they are all drawn towards the river surface?
(All photos on this page by Shari Gale)
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Prosser Balloon Rally From Another Perspective
Prosser, Washington / September 24-26, 2010

Spectators line the bridge and river bank in an attempt to 
get that perfect photograph of our balloons touching down in 
the Yakima River. Dale Justice had a unique platform — his 
balloon. Here is only a small sampling of the photos Dale 
took the weekend of The Great Prosser Balloon Rally. 



AeroStats	 October	2010	•	Volume	12,	Number	10	 Page	19

Crew

Chief
 Corner

by G
ordon SchwontoSk

i

continued on page 18

What should I wear? For most crew, ballooning is such a casual and so-
cial sport we lapse into thinking our attire can match this attitude. Warm and 
sunny afternoons, gentle breezes, and neatly mowed launch sites seem to call 
for lightweight tops, shorts, and running shoes. We risk, however, overlooking 
clothing’s most basic function – protecting us – as we focus on comfort and 
fashion. And there’s plenty out there crew need protection from.

Forget the normal outdoor expo-
sure risks – most unreported injuries 
around flying involve crew. Trucks 
and lift-gates carry a dozen assorted 
hazards. Burner radiant heat, fan 
exhausts, and assorted ropes all burn 
and blister. Carrying equipment 
through rough or uneven fields twists 
ankles. Barbed wire fences scratch, 
fan-borne debris scratches eyes, and 
insects and noxious plants irritate ex-
posed skin. OSHA would have a field 
day with the hazards in the crewing 
workplace!

NASCAR learned quickly that 
safety trumps comfort, requiring 
crew to wear Nomex jumpsuits and 
helmets on 140°F pavement. Rather 
than strict dress codes, most crew 
would do well with some sensible 
clothing choices that offer maximum 
protection with minimal comfort 
compromise. From top to bottom, 
these include:

Hats and caps keep body heat in 
or sweat out of your eyes, depending 
on the style and weather. Long hair 
(women’s or men’s) tucked under 
these won’t get sucked into a fan, 
and men with thinning hair enjoy a 
degree of sun protection. Taller crew 
will appreciate the radiant heat-
shielding effect these offer when 
standing in or near the basket after 
hot inflation

Sunglasses, even non-prescrip-
tion, keep you on the road and reduce 
eyestrain when facing low-angle 
sunlight at dawn, dusk, or anytime in 
the winter. They’ll also reduce wind’s 
drying effects on eyes and prevent 

scratches on delicate eye tissues from 
fan-blown debris

Long sleeves protect skin from 
radiant burner heat or flare-outs on 
hot inflation when the fan is shut 
down a little early, scratches (fan 
cages, broken wicker, ropes, tall 
brush in landing sites), and insect 
bites and stings. They’ll also absorb 
sweat (protecting fabric on pack-up) 
and prevent allergic reactions some 
crew develop squeezing and packing 
in hot, humid weather

Leather gloves keep hands 
blister-free while handling ropes and 
lines. They minimize burns from 
burners’ radiant heat, hot burner 
coils, fan exhausts systems, and 
propane’s numbing cold. They’ll also 
keep sweat and skin oils off balloon 
fabric

Pants, not shorts, offer your legs 
the same benefits long sleeves of-
fer arms. Hoping every landing and 
pack-up will be on a manicured lawn 
is not a proactive protective strategy

Supportive footwear (no open 
toes) offers traction on slippery 
surfaces (wet grass, lift-gates, trailer 
floors) and keeps ankle sprains at 
bay. The also keep your feet dryer 
than lighter gear would in heavy dew. 
Nylon running shoes are out, light-
weight hiking boots are in

Three other caveats deserve 
mention. First, clothing fabric is as 
important as garment choice. Make 
yours organic, not synthetic. Cotton 
offers a degree of burn protection 
but will ignite after 5-10 seconds. 
Heavy denim takes longer to ignite 

Dressing The Part

than looser weaves. Short of Nomex 
clothing, wool offers the highest de-
gree of burn protection – it’s highly 
difficult to ignite and will self-extin-
guish as soon as the flame source is 
removed. Nylon or polyester blends 
ignite at much lower temperatures 
and continue burning, actually melt-
ing into your skin even after the fire’s 
out – just like napalm. Running shoes 
will melt onto your socks; wear 
leather footwear or mostly cotton or 
wool socks if your skin’s not sensi-
tive to it. If you’re going to wear that 
nylon jacket or Columbia coat from 
your last festival, wear something 
organic next to your skin. Synthetics 
also carry static electricity charges, 
lethal around propane and especially 
during refueling. 

Second, keep your clothing snug. 
Baggy or oversize shirts – along with 
neckties, scarves, long necklaces, 
festival IDs on lanyards, and any 
clothing with drawstrings – just beg 
fans to suck them in. Remove the 
fashion accessories, keep clothing 
snug, or tuck it in!

Third, dress in layers. Flights of-
ten start at the coldest or hottest part 
of the day. With wide ranges of tem-
perature and activity levels through-
out a flight, no single clothing combi-
nation will keep you comfortable and 
protect you that entire time. Add or 
shed lighter layers as needed; a polo 
shirt, long-sleeve denim shirt, and 
light jacket are more versatile than a 
heavy-weight jacket.

Having layers you can shed can 
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Dressing The Part
continued from page 17

protect you other ways as well. Toss 
a long-sleeve shirt or jacket over 
your tie-off line so it’s visible to 
spectators on an open launch field; it 
may also dampen some of the recoil 
on a windy launch. Place it over a 
barbed wire fence as you climb over 
or through it on your way in and out 
of a private landing site. Tossing 
them over expensive electronics can 
make theft less likely or protect them 
from moisture or dust. And in a real 
emergency, they can serve as a ban-
dage, tourniquet, or way to smother 
a fire. 

OK, you’re thinking – but it’s 
100°F in August in Iowa and I’m 
gonna roast! You can minimize dis-
comfort many ways. First, carry this 
clothing in your truck and change or 
throw it on before your flight. Slip 
that long-sleeve denim shirt on be-
fore cold inflation and again at land-
ing when needed. Working smarter 
with better techniques means sweat-
ing less. A quick pack-up technique 
can cut most crew’s sweat in half, 
some by much more. On brutally hot 
days, run the fan as your crew sits 
or packs up – why not air condition 
and bug-proof the field for a dime’s 
worth of gas? Finally, accept that 
crewing is sometimes hot. It’s called 
“hot” air ballooning for a reason, and 
we all knew that when we signed up. 
Sweat dries faster than blood clots or 
bones mend.  

Appropriate clothing also creates 
the perception you’re professional, 
experienced, and safety-conscious. 
You may consider that goody hat, 
cut-offs, and t-shirt with the offen-
sive iron-on a fashion statement, but 
odds are someone you meet won’t 
if you’re operating commercially 
(or many times even privately). You 
personify ballooning, and you never 
know when you’ll meet your next 
paying passenger, a festival sponsor, 
or a potential commercial sponsor. 
Dress for success!

Sadly, many pilots and crew 
nationwide have learned how costly 
inappropriate clothing choices are. 
More than a few sponsors have 
passed up pilots and crew based on 
their dress and appearance. But the 
real cost is measured in compromised 
injury protection. Ankle injuries 
slow down the pace of life. Any hand 
injury – burns, blisters, cuts, scrapes, 
stings – is highly inconvenient and 
disrupts every human activity. Skin 
irritations (noxious plants, fabric 
coatings, even sunburn) disrupt 
sleep, making waking hours less pro-
ductive. But it’s fire that truly reveals 
how well you’ve protected yourself. 
Whether it’s a massive fuel fire or 
burned fabric dripping down to the 
basket, you need skin protection no 
matter how hot it is outside. Don’t 
risk life-threatening burns. A quick 
internet search for Nomex clothing 
will turn up shirts and pants in vari-
ous fabric weight. Any organic cloth-

ing that covers you, though, offers a 
thermal buffer against fire and can be 
the difference between red skin and 
second degree burns. Take it from 
people who’ve been there. Regret 
over lack of protective clothing usu-
ally accompanies most injuries.

Dress sensibly – for risk protec-
tion before comfort or social norms. 
Injuries are never fashionable, and 
being sidelined because of a ward-
robe malfunction is perhaps the most 
preventable mistake out there. Make 
your clothing work for you. Dress for 
success – in this case, returning safe 
and sound.

Based on the book “Hot Air 
Balloon Crewing Essentials” 
available through the author. Send 
check or money order to Gordon 
Schwontkowski, 82 Silver Tree 
Circle, Cary, IL 60013.

A By-Law Change Proposed
Please Read. Voting Will Take Place at the WAS Christmas Party

Section C- Definition and Eligibility of membership classifications
 
Add 5 to read: Newsletter Subscription non member
Newsletter Subscription non members shall only have access to the newsletter in 
electronic format. They shall not attend WAS meetings nor will have a vote for 
official WAS business.
 
Section D- Membership privileges
1: All Classifications
    a: All members shall be entitled to attend all general WAS meetings, seminars, training 
events, and social events. Single, Family, Honorary members, and Charter members shall 
receive the monthly newsletter, a schedule of events of the WAS calendar, and a yearly 
roster. 
    b. Newsletter subscription non member shall receive the newsletter in electronic 
format only. This classification shall be limited to those who reside outside of Oregon and 
Washington. 
    c. All dues paying members in good standing are eligible to hold office, submit bylaws 
amendments, and vote on all WAS business and officers. 
Section H: Dues
Add:  
   e. Newsletter subscription non member $10.00 per year and can only be a single 
membership. This membership is limited to those that reside outside Oregon and 
SW Washington outside Clark County, Washington.
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15 ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Balloons launching in the early morning light during the Quincy Valley Balloon 

and Wine Festival in Quincy, Washington. Photo by Jennifer Ritz

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
	To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


