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Well, for 
most of us, 
our flying 
season is 
over.  For 
those of you 
that missed 
our meeting 
in October, 
we discussed 
the abun-
dance of 

flying events here in Oregon.  Even 
thought it seemed that we had a very 
short flying season due to a very wet 
and late spring, there were still 13 
organized events to choose from, all 
within a couple hours drive of the 
central Willamette Valley.  Many of 
you, our WAS members, undertook 
key roles in many of these events, 
such as balloonmeister, weather offi-
cer, safety officers, crew coordinator, 
and more.  Without these volunteers, 
our events would not happen.  On be-
half of the WAS, I would like to ex-
tend my appreciation and gratitude.  
You know who you are.  THANKS!

 
Speaking of volunteers, I would 

like to mention that Chris Whitfield 
has accepted the nomination for the 
office of WAS Vice President.  Elec-
tions will be held during November 
and December.  Please cast your 
vote.  Laura Hancock has decided to 
step down as our Activities Director, 
so I will be looking to appoint some-
one to fill that position next year.  
If you are interested, please let me 

know.  Otherwise, avoid eye contact 
with me during the Christmas Party, 
or I just might ask you   All other 
officers, including yours truly have 
accepted nominations to continue 
in their role for next year.  Refer to 
Jason’s meeting minutes for a com-
plete list.

 
Our next general meeting will 

be on December 11th.  This meeting 
will be our annual Christmas party.  
Edie has agreed to allow us to invade 
her home again this year (THANK 
YOU Edie!), and details of the 

event will be published in Novem-
ber.  Please save the date and make 
plans to attend.

 
I would like to congratulate Jes-

sie Rafn for his successful comple-
tion of earning his commercial LTA 
license.  Way to go Jessie!  Jessie 
mentioned that he was a bit bummed 
out that he did not get doused with 
Champaign, so next time you see 
him….well you know the drill.
 

Gentle breezes,
Mark

2011 WAS Meeting Schedule
Meeting Date/Type Location Topic

November 8, 2011
Executive Board Meeting

via telephone conference call WAS Business Meeting

December 11, 2011
WAS Christmas Party!

Edie Stoaks’ home
2407 NE Regents Dr., Portland

Have fun!
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society General membership meet-
ing at Bullwinkles
Tuesday, October 11, 2011.

Executive committee members present were:
President, Mark Trujillo
Secretary/Treasurer, Jason Fast
Total of 9 members

Meeting called to order by Mark Trujillo at 6:35 pm
Previous minutes approval.  Motion by Tom, second by 
Edie, motion passed.

Congratulations were made to our newest 
Commercial Pilot Jesse Rafn

• President Mark Trujillo talked about target fixation.  
 He did some cool demonstrations to mess with 
our minds to demonstrate how you can focus on one thing 
and miss another thing.
• Jesse Rafn talked about Albuquerque and flying Bill  
Woodheads balloon in very congested air space.  Three 
days were rained out.
• Mark talked about the flying year in review
  There were around 13 events available to us in the 
surrounding areas.
• WAS members in action
 Mark list about 11 club members that actively 
make the club and local events work.
 Others supporting with their membership.

• A video was shown of the Predawn flight of Seventh 
Heaven. Ron and Sandy talked about the flight and the 
chase with some discussion. 
• Edie talked about the great adventure they had with 
their summer flights they had in Winthrop 
• Mark then discussed Ag in the classroom 
 This is a non-profit group that gives Ag education 
to K through 12 grades. 
 Mark donated a balloon ride as a prize  for their 
banquet on October 22 at the Albany  Fairgrounds.
• Mark went on to discuss Landowners, Relationships 
and perceptions.
 We have put forward a good effort with our land 
owner relationships
 Do anything that you can for land owners and 
relationships with them. 
• There was some general discussion on several local 
events.

• Nominations for 2012
President Mark Trujillo opened Nominations for all elected 
offices in the absence of the Vice President.
Jesse Rafn nominated all incumbent officers willing to 
serve
Mark Trujillo nominated Chris Whitfield for the office of 
Vice President.
Current nominations are:
President – Mark Trujillo
Vice President – Chris Whitfield
Secretary and Treasurer – Jason Fast (positions currently 
combined and eligible for separation)
Activities Director — open

Jesse said:  “I will volunteer as Competition Director.”
This would require some Executive board discussion.

• Good of the order
Edie – Christmas Party, looking at Sunday, December 11, 
2011. Edie is open to anyone taking over the hosting of 
the Christmas Party.

Tom Rafn motioned to adjourn meeting, second by Jesse 
Rafn.
Meeting Adjourned at 7:33pm

Submitted by:

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

Treasurers report for OSU Federal Credit Union:
Beginning BAL.  +$1115.79
 +3.29 Sympathy card for
  Alan Strobel
Ending Balance  +$1112.50

Savings
 $105.00 Beginning Balance
 $105.00 Ending Balance
 
 $1217.50 Balance of Checking & 
  Savings

Encumbered amounts 50.00 For the family of Alan
  Strobel who passed 
  away in Boise, ID

 +$1,167.50 Balance of all accounts
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The	Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

The more I fly, airplanes and bal-
loons, and the more events I attend, 
I am amazed at how many pilots fly 
without regard to the Federal Air 
Regulations.  Some pilots simply 
do not know the rules.  They were 
learned long enough to pass the tests, 
then forgotten.  All too often, the 
rules are for the other pilot.

Those who fly events under a 
waiver are allowed lower altitudes 
than normal over congested areas, 
but FAR 91.119(b) and (c) stay in 
effect.  What are those parts?  Check 
them out. Often, perhaps too often, 
pilots neglect to read an event waiv-
er, even though they have signed 
an affidavit attesting they have…in 
fact…read it.

Waiver limits do not go on for-
ever.  The horizontal distance can 
be a short as a mile from the launch 
site.  Beyond that, the rules are in 
full effect.  Some pilots fly events 
at waiver limits when one is not in 
effect at all.

FAR 91.119 is not the point here.  

Pilots know of its existence.  Whether 
they chose to follow it is a differ-
ent matter.  Waivers are the subject.  
Pilots must read them and understand 
them.  This year’s event waiver may 
be different than those written for the 
same event in years past.

While not as stomped on as 
91.119, FARs 61.53, 61.56 and 61.57 
get their share of attention…or lack 
thereof.

Balloon pilots are not required 
by the FAA to have medical ex-
ams (61.23), but a pilot canceled 
participation at an event because 
after the rally he was going to 
have he was going to have correc-
tive eye surgery.  While he could 
have flown without problem, if 
something had happened and the 
impending surgery was discovered, 
there could have been consider-
able explaining to do.  Discretion 
being what it is, the decision was 
a good one.  But, how many other 

pilots knowing they are not feeling 
well…physically or mentally…fly 
anyway?  Medical needed or not, 
it is a poor safety attitude to do so 
and is in violation of 61.53(b).

61.56 is the flight review reg. and 
is most often violated unintentionally 
by the pilot who loses track of when 
the last biennial was flown.

The same is true of the recent 
flight experience rule, 61.57.  Af-
ter an extended no fly period, some 
pilots forget the need of three takeoff 
and landings prior to carrying pas-
sengers.  If night tethers (not glows) 
are on the schedule…well, that is 
another part of the regulation pilots 
must be aware of.

Doing the flights is not enough.  
Pilots must make sure they are 
properly logged in their personal 
logbooks.

Tethers are considered flights by 
the FAA.  Be current, be safe and 
have fun.

by Gordon Schwontkowski
Crew Chief  Corner

A quarterback huddles his team be-
fore each and every play. An army can’t 
fire a single shot until senior officers is-
sue crystal clear orders. Try performing 
Shakespeare without a script – you may 
survive, but it’s painful to watch and not 
something you’d want to repeat. Game 
plans offer direction and minimize risk 
for everyone involved, and crew brief-
ings throughout every flight offer the 
same advantages. Knowing what to 
expect and what is expected is essential.

Crew briefings often get cut short or 

even out for many reasons. The flight’s 
running late. Passengers eat up time with 
questions. Equipment isn’t ready or co-
operative. Event organizers delayed the 
flight and then suddenly raise the green 
flag. A quick “Hold it down!” means 
nothing to first-time crew inflating in 10 
knots and invites many wild cards into 
play. A lack of basic communication, in-
formation, and clarity leads to confusion, 
scrambling, missteps, and surprises. And 
that spells R-I-S-K for everyone and 
everything nearby.

A good crew briefing is the glue 
that holds an entire flight together. It’s 
required as well; DE’s (designated ex-
aminers) require all private and commer-
cial pilots to deliver full crew briefings 
before they inflate on private or com-
mercial check rides... 

To read the rest of this article, 
please go online to the WAS website. 
(www.wasballoon.com). You’ll find 
the entire article plus more in the 
members only section.

Crew Briefings
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In 1985 I received a phone call from one of our 
loyal crew members. She was taking summer classes at 
Portland State University. She had signed up for a class 
taught by a French university professor on an exchange 
program with PSU. The professor’s name was Estelle 
deMontgolfier. She’s a sixth generation descendant of 
the Mongolfier brothers who invented hot air balloons in 
1783. 

During the course of this phone call we found out 
that Estelle had never been in a hot air balloon. Tim and 
I immediately decided to correct that oversight. That 
summer we took up both Estelle and her son, Rème. Our 
friendship with the deMontgolfier family got its start on 
that morning. Last summer we took up Estelle’s grand-
daughter, Clelia. 

Back in 1985 Estelle had invited us to visit her in 
Paris where she maintains a “small, unpretentious” apart-
ment though she lives in Marseille. Life got in the way 
so we never took Estelle up on her offer until this fall. 
Estelle is now retired and welcomed us for six wonderful 
days in Paris.

We took the train from Germany to Paris. Estelle 
greeted us at the station and tucked us under her wing for 
the duration of our stay. We could not have found a better 
guide to Paris. Estelle has a broad knowledge of French 
history. Our only challenge was keeping up with her. Tim 
and I nicknamed her the “Energizer Bunny,” since she 
just kept going and going. 

For example, after depositing our suitcases in her 
apartment Estelle gave us the option to rest or explore. 
Since we weren’t suffering from jet lag and the train ride 
had only taken three hours, we were ready to go. Our first 
stop was St. Martin’s Gate, which is just a few blocks 
from Estelle’s apartment. From there we walked over to 
rue de Montmorency to see one of the oldest houses in 
Paris. It was built in 1407 by the chemist Nicolas Flamel. 
(Anyone here read the Harry Potter books? It seems this 
was the very same Nicolas Flamel that J. K. Rowling 
wove into her first novel.) Then we walked on by the 
Pompidou Center; Saint James de la Boucherie Tower; 
the Town Hall, which had been built by King Louis IX in 
1260; and finally we stopped at Notre Dame Cathedral. 
With each stop we were given a history lesson — a his-
tory lesson with incredible visual aids! All this happened 
between getting off the train and dinner that first night in 
Paris. Every day was jam-packed.

As soon as Estelle learned of our European vaca-
tion she asked us what we would like to see in Paris. My 
instantaneous response was “anything to do with bal-
looning history.” She was more than happy to accommo-
date that request. We visited museums, subway stations, 

restaurants and even 
a shop that carried 
paper goods with 
balloons printed on 
them. Our first stop, 
though, was the Père 
Lachaise cemetery 
right in the heart of 
Paris. It is the largest 
cemetery within Paris 
city limits and covers 
approximately 110 
acres.

The cemetery 
is the resting place 
of Etienne-Gaspard 
Robertson, who died 
in 1837. He was the 
chemist who invented 
the gum sealant for 
gas balloons. On one 
side of his monu-
ment is a depiction of 
Benjamin Franklin, 
Franklin’s grandson, 
Etienne Montgolfier 
and others watching 
the ascent of a gas 
balloon. Estelle, of 
course, knew Rob-

ertson’s story, but she also knew the story of many of 
the other people buried in that cemetery. After a lot of 

It took us 26 years but it was worth the wait
by Shari Gale

continued on page 6

Robertson’s tomb was of particular interest to 
us on our cemetary visit.

Benjamin Franklin, upper left corner, Franklin’s his grandson, center, and 
ÉtienneMontgolfier, at right with telescope, are depicted on the side of 
Robertson’s tomb.
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walking we headed back to Estelle’s apartment for a little 
lunch and a short rest. Then we were off to see the Eiffel 
Tower and Le Louvre. One added bonus to having such 
a knowledgeable local guide is that Estelle knew which 
evenings Le Louvre stayed open. We were able to walk 
right in with no waiting in line.

The next day we visited the Museum Carnavalet, 
which is specializes in the history of Paris. In this mu-
seum there is a room dominated by a very large painting 
showing gas balloons being prepared to fly city dignitar-
ies out of Paris during a siege in 1870. I was very proud 
of myself because I spotted something that Estelle had 
never noticed before — there is a wooden load ring from 
a gas balloon suspended from the ceiling in the middle of 
the room. There is no information on the load ring, but 
my guess is that it is an original. We all agreed that it was 
a fantastic find!

Our only disappointment was that the room contain-
ing the display of balloon plates was closed for the day. 
Estelle was not happy with that development. As she 
said, “You can’t win!” But there is a positive way to look 
at it — it’s a good reason for us to go back to Paris again. 

Estelle also took us to the Procope Café in the Latin 
Quarter. It is classified as not just the oldest café in Paris, 
but also the oldest operating café in the world. Famous 
people such as Benjamin Franklin, John Paul Jones, 
Thomas Jefferson and Voltaire used to dine there. Inside 
we found more balloon related artwork and a large bust 
of Franklin. 

I could go on and on about your six days and nights 
in Paris with one of the best history guides in all of 
France, but I won’t. I’m still trying to process the experi-
ence for myself. Luckily, Estelle helped out a lot with 
the task. She recently sent us a 10-page “report” on our 
visit. Her history lessons came at us so quickly, one after 
the other, that a day by day run down repeating where we 
had been and what stories she had told us is a treasured 
gift. 

Worth the wait
continued from page 5

This painting of the seige of Paris hangs in the Museum Carnavelet.

A gas balloon load ring hangs from the ceiling above the 
seige painting.

About two blocks from Estelle’s apartment is St. Mar-
tin’s Gate which was built at the time of Louis XIV.

Each subway station in Paris is decorated with a different theme. The Bas-
tille station contains this work of art. Even though we did not need to get 
off at this station for any of our tours, Estelle made sure we got a look at it.

More photos can be found on page 7.
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“Throughout the 18th century, the brasserie Procope was the meeting place of the intel-
lectual establishment, and of the nouvellistes of the scandal-gossip trade, whose remarks at 
Procope were repeated in the police reports. Not all the Encyclopédistes drank forty cups 
of coffee a day like Voltaire, who mixed his with chocolate, but they all met at Procope, as 
did Benjamin Franklin, John Paul Jones and Thomas Jefferson.” (from report sent to us by 
Estelle deMontgolfier).

This painting hangs in the 
Procope cafe which is in a 
multi-room building. To find 
all the ballooning related 
items we had to explore 
each room. The cafe staff 
was very accommodating.

On our last evening in Paris we visited the Arc de Triomph, and took a walk 
down the Champs Elysées. This window display at the Louis Vuitton store was 
an unexpected bonus. The larger balloons all rotated plus they ascended and 
decended. The display seemed like a personal farewell to us from the city. 

Estelle deMontgolfier was the pefect hostess 
and guide. She introduced us to the Paris she 
loves, while looking after us every step of the 
way. She even stood in the rain to make sure we 
got settled on the train going back to Germany. 
Through ballooning we have met some wonder-
ful people over the years. Obviously, Estelle 
ranks right at the top of our list.
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Be sure to drop into the 
WAS Christmas Party
on Sunday, December 11, 2011

2 PM
Edie Stoaks’ home 

2407 NE regents Drive, Portland, OR

WAS will supply a ham, a turkey, sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to share:
Last name: A-K = Salad/Vegetable Dish  

L-N = Main Dish
O-Z = Dessert

There’s a point to this message:
It’s time to renew your 

WAS membership for 2012.
The application form can be found in this newsletter on page 13, 

or at WASballoon.com/membership.

Print out the membership form, fill it out and either mail it to WAS treasurer, 
Jason Fast, or bring it to the Christmas party (along with your check, of course.) 

You don’t want to miss out on any of the fun! 
Be sure to pay your dues today!
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It has been a year already and our 
favorite event has arrived.  The Mon-
tague Balloon Fair with all the open 
spaces, beautiful Mount Shasta, and 
that great downtown parade is not to 
be missed.

We arrived Thursday afternoon 
after a hot trip up the valley (104 in 
Redding) to find most of our crew 
already parked in the usual space.  
We had gotten the word that Alan 
would not be bringing the trailer this 
year due to scheduling difficulties 
and would be staying in the assigned 
motel.  We decided to head into 
Yreka for dinner as we had received 
a discount ticket from a local Mexi-
can restaurant in our RV parking 
packages. 

Friday morning was a perfect 
morning with very light winds and 
no clouds.   One of our sponsors was 
the Western Bus Nuts (an FMCA-
Family Motor Coach Association 
Chapter) which is always parked 
along the end of the launch field and 
has a couple of 50 cup coffee mak-
ers hot and ready…a nice touch for 
groggy and grumpy crew.  Neither 
of the sponsors had selected their 
riders yet, so we loaded up some 
crew with a newbie and launched 
into the beautiful sky.  The winds 
were very light, mostly to the south, 
and after nearly an hour Mothra had 
made it across the highway (about ½ 
mile) and found a nice, green pasture 

which was currently unoccupied (and 
mostly un-cow-pied.)  The landown-
ers were very welcoming, opening 
the gates and letting us know which 
areas were being irrigated (wet.)  
We did see two balloons that finally 

found some wind back 
to the north (yep, one 
was Dana Thornton) 
very late in the flight.  
We headed back to our 
encampment for the first 
flight ceremony and a 
great tailgate spread…
good crew is great…
good crew that can 
cook is WONDERFUL 
(and fattening…weight 
on!)  Naps, shopping, 
and relaxation were the 
orders for the afternoon.  

There were several options for the 
evening; several of the crew went to 
the Rotary chicken bar-b-que with 
the cowboy poets; some joined the 
pilots and other crew for a potluck 
in Yreka while still others continued 
their relaxing ways back at the RV 
park.  The chicken was a bit disap-
pointing this year…maybe we’ll give 
the potluck a try next 
year.

Saturday was even 
more perfect.  The 
winds were light and 
variable allowing for 
much more steering.  
Both of our sponsors 
had their riders ready 
to go and we were also 
able to add a second 
crew newbie to the 
flight.  The Bus Nuts 
added several more 
young, strong, enthu-
siastic crew members 
so to keep them busy 
I had Mothra ready 
to fly very quickly.  
When Gen saw Alan 
launching as the 3rd 
or 4th balloon she screamed, “What 

happened to Alan!?!”  “Crew”, I 
responded.  Many of the balloons 
were able to make it back over the 
field while we watched the big bug 
hang out over Montague to the east.  
Ever so slowly as the crew watched 
from the field (enjoying the sponsor 
coffee) Mothra was making it back 
toward the field.  “Wow, they’ll make 
it back to the field.  Hey, maybe over 
the target.  Wow, they made a drop 
on the target.  What IS happening 
today?”  We were able to walk the 
balloon back to the truck and with 
the help of that enthusiastic crew 
soon were packed up and fueled.  We 
held our first flight ceremony right 
at the Bus Nuts encampment (where 
we launched from and returned to) so 
all the group members could partici-
pate.  We then retired to our camp 
for the complete tailgate experience.  
But, wait, there’s more…its only 
10 on Saturday.  Of course, we still 
have to get the truck decorated for 
the parade.  We had chosen a simple 
9/11 10 year remembrance as did 
several others while some were much 
more fanciful.  A good time was had 
by all…especially the kids collect-

Montague Balloon Fair, 2011

Photo by Linda Brandt

Photo by Linda Brandt

continued on page 9
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ing all the candy and other goodies 
streaming out of the floats.  Finally the 
afternoon arrived and it was time for a 
nice long nap……The evening found 
many of the pilots, crew and locals 
heading back to the field for the annul 
steak bar-b-que and evening glow.  At 
that time we discovered that thanks 
to one of our sponsor riders who had 
thrown the baggie at the target during 
the flight…we had WON…WOW!  
So much different than turning it in 
at refueling on Sunday.  Due to the 
increasing winds the evening glow had 
to be changed to a candle burn, but it 
seemed to go on for a long time and 
was enjoyed by the dinner crowd.  A 
long but fun day for all.

Sadly, we awoke Sunday to plenty 
of wind and a bit of rain.  There would 
be no flying today.  As we usually do 
our encampment stayed around for a 
relaxing day while watching all the 
folks pack up for home.  We had a nice 
conversation with some of the Rotary 
Club volunteers hearing about all the 
small town politics that keep adding 
to the burden of staging the event.  We 
can only hope that they keep going…it 
is just too much fun.

Again, our thanks to Rotary Club 
of Shasta Valley, the town of Mon-
tague, all the volunteers, pilots, crews, 
sponsors, and everyone who help 
make this another memorable week-
end.

Alan Brandt

Photos on this page by Linda Brandt

Montague
Continued form page 8
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Happy Birthday
Tom Rafn 11/13
Laura Hancock 11/26

Parade photos by Linda Brandt

The four photos above by Linda Walton

Montague
continued from pages 9


Time to Nominate & Vote for 
2012 WAS Executive Committee

First Step: 

Make a nomination for the WAS Executive Committee no later than 
November 15th. 
Send your nominations via e-mail to: 
Shari Gale, sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Second step: 

Vote. The ballot will be e-mailed to you on November 20th. Please be 
sure to vote by December 8th. The 2011 Executive Committee will be 
announced at the WAS Christmas party on Sunday, December 11th. 

Congratulations to Jesse 
Rafn on obtaining his 

commercial 
hot air balloon rating. 

Way to go, Jesse!!
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New Green Zone!
I was asked to come out to 

Central Valley Christian School in 
Tangent, Oregon last week to give 
a “balloon demonstration” to the 
elementary school kids. I gave teth-
ered rides to 13 kids, their teacher 
(shown in the picture) and many of 
their parents. Afterwards, Ron Grove 
and I talked to them about hot air 
ballooning, the effects of weather on 
our sport, and answered about 1,000 
questions! The kids asked very good 
questions and were eager to learn 
about ballooning.  Ron also brought 
in his “baby” 7th Heaven balloon 1/7 
scale replica, and inflated it from the 
ceiling of their classroom. 

 The school principal has given 
all balloonists standing permission 
to launch and land from the grass 
field behind the school. The address 
of the property is 31630 Oregon 34,      
Tangent, OR 97389-9726.

Mark Trujillo

THE DECK IS STACKED IN YOUR FAVOR!
Lindstrand is flush with savings and you can be too!

Time is running out to deal yourself some tremendous savings 
on a new Lindstrand Balloon System or Replacement

Envelope! IT’S TIME TO “GO ALL IN” and place your order now 
to take advantage of this limited offer. Your sample of ‘extras’ to 

choose from:
Fabric upgrades for DIAMONDWEAVETM, with it’s proven 500+ 

hour performance, or HyperlifeTM; Custom Artwork; Special Cuts; 
Rotation Vents; GentexTM  Scoop Liner; Basket Size Upgrade; 

Banner Velcro and MANY, MANY OTHER OPTIONS!!
ADD YOUR CHOICE OF OPTIONS UP TO A RETAIL VALUE OF:

$1,750 ON MODEL SIZE 56—77
$2,100 ON MODEL SIZE 90—105

$2,300 ON MODEL SIZE 120
Need a larger balloon? We will create a custom special for models 

150 and above!
This offer ends November 15, 2011 or when all available

production slots are filled

Call one of your NORTHWEST Lindstrand Dealers listed below to check out the latest deals and specials!
Don’t miss out on your WINNING HAND!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-9696

 Photo by Kara Burkleo
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Madras in the Fall
On October 22 and 23 Dale Justice, Randall Fueh-

rer and Carmen Blakely drove to Central Oregon to 
enjoy a weekend of flying. On Saturday it was a little 
windy — windy enough that Carmen opted not to 
fly while Dale and Randall had a very short flight. It 
lasted about 12 minutes. All three flew on Sunday and 
in Dale’s words, “It was spectacular!” Twelve locals 
showed up to crew. Obviously, there is area interest in 
bringing a balloon rally back to Madras. There’s even 
talk that it may happen next summer. As Dale said, “It 
would be nice to rally there again.”

 Photos by Dale Justice

REMAX Ballunar Liftoff
Houston, Texas

Our own Terri Miller recently 
took a vacation to Texas to visit 
relatives. She, of course, threw in 
a chance to attend a balloon rally 
while she was there. It turned out 

to be difficult to crew because she 
had her 2 year old nephew along. 
Terri said, “It was the shortest time I 
ever stayed at a balloon rally, but it 
was fun! My nephew and Mom loved 
seeing the balloons, so that made it 
all worthwhile!”

Terri’s nephew is pictured above 
on the right pointing at the balloons. 

 Photos by Terri Miller
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2012 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Balloons flying over Siskiyou County, California during the Montague Balloon 

Fair. Photo by Linda Walton.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


