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Happy Hol-
idays!  Wow, 
where did this 
year go?  I 
hope that you 
were able to get 
enough flying 
in this year, but 
if you're like 
me it's never 
enough!  Now 
that we're in 
our "off sea-

son", it's the perfect time to prepare 
for next year.  Just as many of us 
will be getting our aircraft annualled, 
we also should be participating in 
forums or activities that hone our 
skills.  Of course I'm referring to 
Safety Seminars.  Registration is 
now open for the 2013 BFA Continu-
ing Education Webinar, which will 
be held on January 26.  The event 
begins at 6:00 am Pacific Time.  You 
can register by going to the BFA 
website.  Also on the horizon is the 
NW Safety Seminar, which will be 
held in Salem.  This event is sched-
uled for February 23rd.  Details can 
be found in this newsletter.  There 
are other ways to keep our head in 
the game, by participating in a va-
riety of activities, courses or semi-
nars that can be found on the FAA 
FAAST website (https://www.faasa-
fety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_catalog.
aspx) or by taking the AOPA's Safety 
Quizes.  The quizes are fun and only 
take a few minutes.  Although geared 
towards fixed wing flyers, there are 
many topics that are relevant to our 
sport.  These quizes are archieved 
and can be found at http://www.aopa.
org/asf/asfquiz/prevquizzes.html. 

 
I hope that you are planning on 

attending the WAS Christmas Party.  
There will be a white elephant gift 
exchange, along with plenty of good 
food and great company!  We will 
also announce the results of the WAS 
elections.

 
As I step down from WAS Presi-

dent, I would like to take a moment 
to thank the WAS Officers that I have 
had the priviliage of working along-
side for the past three years.  During 
my time in office, I have worked 
closely with (in alphabetical order) 
Bill Dewhurst, Jason Fast, Shari 
Gale, Ron Grove, Sandy Grove, 
Laura Hancock, Justin Luber, Cory 
Miller, Jim Smith, Edie Stoaks, and 
Chris Whitfield.  This is the core 
group of folks that seem to make 
it happen.  THANK YOU for your 
unselfish dedication to making this 
club work.  I would also like to thank 
my wife Kris, for all her support and 
encouragement.  As we move into 
2013, may your days be filled with 
many successful flights, fun times 
and lasting memories.

Gentle breezes,
Mark

WAS Party
The annual WAS Christmas Party 

will be here before you know it. The 
party is set for Sunday, December 9th 
at 2:00 PM. This year it will be held 
at Leslie Berning’s home in Salem. 
Her address and directions can be 
found on page 4.

While WAS will supply sodas, 
water and the meat course for the 
party, you are asked to bring a dish 
to share with everyone. If your last 
name starts with A - K bring a des-
sert. If your last name starts with L 
- N bring a salad or vegetable dish, 
and if your last name starts with O-Z 
please bring a main dish. 

There will be a gift exchange as 
always. The suggested value is $10 
or less. It’s always fun to see what in-
novative gifts our members find. It’s 
even more fun to see which gifts are 
fought over the most.

The best part, of course, is the 
chance to spend an afternoon with all 
our ballooning friends. Please plan to 
be at the party. It is true that more is 
merrier. 

Happy Birthday
Gen Sanderson 12/5
Jennifer Whitfield 12/6
Dale Justice 12/23

Don’t Forget...
to renew your WAS 
membership for 2013, 
and to vote for next 
year’s club officers.
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Please Vote for the 2013 WAS Executive Committee
Candidates for the Executive Committee are:
President:
 • Tim	Gale
 
Vice President:
 • Koh	Murai
 • Cory	Miller
 
Secretary and Treasurer:
 • Leslie	Berning

Vote on or before December 9th at the WAS Christmas Party. 
Either send your ballot to:
Chris Whitfield at: cdwhitfield73@gmail.com
Or give it to Chris at the party. 

Get fired up! 
Renew your 

WAS membership for 2013.

The application form can be found on page 8.
Print out the membership form, fill it out and either 

mail it to WAS treasurer, Jason Fast, or bring it to the 
Christmas party. 

You don’t want to miss out on any of the fun! 
Be sure to pay your dues today!
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Don’t Miss the 

WAS Christmas 
Party!

New Location this year!! 
Leslie Berning’s home 
850 Carmelcrest Court SE, Salem, OR

WAS will supply a ham, a turkey, sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to share:
Last name: A-K = Dessert  
L-N = Salad/Vegetable Dish
O-Z = Main Dish

Leslie’s directions to her home: From I-5, take the Kuebler exit #252. West on Kuebler about 2 
miles. Left/South on Sunnyside. Go one block and turn Right/West on Melissa. Immediate 
Left/South on Norma. It is not marked well, so look for "no outlet" yellow diamond sign as you 
turn. Follow through the sharp right/west to the crest of the hill. Our house is behind the mutant 
hedge. Look for the WAS banner. We can fit about 15 cars in our parking area [but the first one in 
can't get out until last].

Sunday, 
December 09, 2012
at 2 PM
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Yep, that is right the 48th annual 
gathering of the Whiskey Hill, Ather-
ton, Menlo Oaks Ballooning and 
Sporting Society has just been held 
in Coalinga, Ca.  Coalinga (formally 
Coaling Station A) is somewhat 
known for Oil, Earthquakes, Pris-
ons, and, of course, WHAMOBASS.  
This year, again, there was sadly 
more sporting than ballooning due to 
the arrival of competing weather sys-
tems that arrived just in time to make 
the ballooning a bit too sporting.

We arrived mid morning on 
Thursday to find most of our crew 
already in place at the Elks Club RV 
park as our normal parking arrange-
ments with Community College 
had been changed due to some new 
sidewalks and lawn reseeding.  With 
the arrival of Cricket Clark, our co-
chair, we worked out the new parking 
location for her WHAMO Central 
and began setting up the 7 easy-ups 
(covered by a LARGE tarp), two 
steam tables, 3 stoves, a multitude 

of tables and plethora of chairs.   We 
then learned of Alan’s unscheduled 
(but not surprising) stop in Shasta 
City for some trailer tire work at Les 
Schawb.  The dinner plan was a spa-
ghetti dinner…bring what you got for 
the sauce… and we’ll mix it together 
with some noodles and make a big 
salad.  Along with a few other early 
arrivals and some locals who were 
helping out for the weekend we made 

quick work of the dinner and began 
making guesses as to when Alan and 
High Hopes would be arriving.  As 
bedtime approach we learned 
that they had just cleared Sac-
ramento so would be arriving 
after the crew was all nestled 
in their beds…it is that time of 
year, right?

The early morning alarm 
was its usual rude awakening 
and I headed across the road 
to the launch field to find the 
Sanderson’s trailer in place, 
but no activity in the trailer 
and no other pilots making 
their way on to the field for 
the planned Friday flights.  I found 
one other lonely crew person at 
WHAMO Central and we discussed 
the somewhat blustery winds.  We 
thereby voted, unanimously, that 
there would be no flying this morn-
ing and I headed back to the RV (and 
bed) after notifying my crew of the 
decision.  Of course, the pilot, hav-

ing a majority voting block, 
changed the outcome and 
called me at 0700 to say the 
weather was looking possible 
for a morning flight.  Two bal-
loons were in the process of 
inflating and if I could get the 
crew together we would give 
it a go.  I rousted the crew out 
of bed and we began unpack-
ing the trailer and with the help 
of some locals got the balloon 
inflated and ready to go.  We 
loaded a crew member and one 

of our local helpers into the balloon 
and launched them into a darkening, 
threatening sky about 45 minutes 
after the first balloons had launched.  
As our luck would have it the winds 
had changed somewhat and Alan 
couldn’t find the track the others had 
but did find almost everything at 
nearly 20 mph straight north.  He was 
quickly getting away so we jumped 
in the truck as the radio crackled that 

they were landing.  We rushed north 
to the landing site which was next to 
the road with a perfect farm gate to 

allow us access.  As we approached it 
began to rain!  For those of you who 
haven’t had the distinct (non)pleasure 
of trying to milk and pack away a 
balloon that is getting heavier mo-
ment by moment, I recommend you 
continue on that track.  That beast 
was wet, heavy and certainly didn’t 
fit very well in the bag.  Of course 
we didn’t need the windshield wipers 
as we returned to the field as the rain 
had stopped.  We enjoyed a wonder-
ful (and warm) post flight breakfast 
at WHAMO Central with biscuits, 
gravy, bacon, eggs and hot coffee.  
As the morning wore on the weather 
began to break a bit it was decided to 
take a chance and try to dry out High 
Hopes in case we wouldn’t be able 

WHAMOBASS 48

It seems that Alan Sanderson had some supervisory help at 
the beginning of the drying process. Photo by Brian Fisher.

That’s a lot of moisture on the fabric! 
Photo by Linda Brandt.

Continued on page 6

WHAMO Central. Photo by Brian Fisher.
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to fly on the following days.  We set 
up the system and after spreading out 
the envelope started using the fan to 
blow as much of the water as pos-
sible off the fabric before proceeding 
onto a cold pack.  It was fun watch-
ing Alan crawling over the envelop-
ing blotting up the puddles with his 
2011 Montague target drop sponge 
that is now stored in the truck…no, 
I don’t know why…or now, maybe 
I do.  We went on to the cold pack 
and as the balloon inflated the sun 
returned and we were soon as dry as 
could be.  The return packing into the 
envelope bag was such a much easier 
(and lighter) task.  After what turned 
out to be a rather hectic morning we 
all decided on a balloon nap.  The 
final activity for the day was a nice 
potluck dinner with some more of the 
Friday arrivals joining us at Cricket’s 
tent city.

Saturday morning arrived as a 
non flying day.  The weather, while 
not terrible, was edgy enough to keep 
all the balloons packed away in their 
trailers or under some tarps.  It was 
even a bit too moist for Deke Son-
nichsen’s black powder so the anvils 
were kept stored away.  Cricket’s 
burrito brunch crew went quickly 
to work to get the breakfast burri-
tos available to the crews and pilots 
much earlier than would have been 
desired had the weather been coop-
erative.  While the burrito crew was 
busy the crews received the details 
of “the task” as determined by this 
year’s chief judge, Susan Iverson.  
As this was the forty eighth year, 
her Chief Judge shirt was so marked 
with VLVIII until someone pointed 
out that it should have been XL-
VIII.  This error was fixed before the 
awards presentation with some white 
tape.  Each crew was given a small 
bear (or bears if you wanted twins) 
with the instructions to create a pic-
ture/video story of how the lost bear 
finally made it to WHAMOBASS 48.  
The winning entry from Pat Moore’s 
Rainbow Dream crew told the story 

of “Bear ‘O Metric’s” adventures 
traveling by balloon, horned toad, 
eagle, police cruiser and many other 
modes of transportation.  As Cricket 
Clark had announced her “retire-
ment” from the WHAMOBASS 
committee…say it ain’t so, Cricket…
she was given an award of apprecia-
tion from the PCA.  We adjourned 
the evening’s festivities with our 
co-chairman’s hopeful announcement 
that there would be a flyable window 
Sunday morning.

Although the weather seemed 
better on Sunday it was still threaten-
ing enough to keep everyone ground-
ed and Deke’s powder in storage.  
Cricket and family did a wonderful 
job of using her leftovers from the 
previous two mornings to feed all the 
hangers on that didn’t head over to 
the Elks for their fundraiser break-
fast.  We had a lot of folks to help out 
closing down WHAMO Central…
hopefully not for the last time.  Alan 
planned to stay over until Monday 
and hoped to get a flight in before 
leaving.  Unfortunately most of our 
crew either left or was leaving early 
on Monday so we had to get High 
Hopes packed up for the year.

Of course, the Monday weather 
WAS perfect, just no balloons or 
crew.  I want to thank everyone for 
another wonderful year…we’re not 
quite tied to actual flying as many 
folks.  Thanks, of course, to Pat 
Moore and Cricket Clark as co-
chairs.  Thanks also to West Hills 
College, the City of Coalinga with all 
their departments, Coalinga’s local 
volunteers and all the PCA pilots 
and crews who help make the best of 
some bad weather conditions.  There 
is talk of moving the date (earlier) 
and maybe some way to help with 
the ever increasing insurance costs.  
We will continue to keep our fin-
gers crossed that everything will be 
worked out for the continuation of 
such a fun and long lasting event.

Alan Brandt

Continued from page 5

Photos on this page by Linda Brandt

WHAMOBASS 48
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Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Saturday, February 23, 2013

Salem, Oregon
Cost: $45.00 per person

Confirmed speakers include:
Brad Teymeyer, Drew Egerton, Bert Padelt, 

Gordon Schwontkoski, and Portland General Electric

To register on line at:
www.pacificnwsafetyseminar.com

Contact Cory Miller, 503-510-1215, for more information.

Happy Holidays from Everyone at Go Lightly!
 

Time to reflect on our fun flyin’ this year

As we sip our rum punch and share holiday cheer;

We hope you too have great flights to report

‘Hot Air Ballooning’ - man, what a great sport!

Here’s hoping your blessed by holiday elves,

Take some time to relax, take care of yourselves.

As you think of next year and the flying you’ll do,

We’ll help you prepare—we’ve got a great crew.

An annual, a fan, a whole system, the lot;

Whatever you need, it’s something we’ve got!

Until you are ready—we send you good cheer;

Happy Holidays to you and a flyable New Year!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-969

http://www.pacificnwsafetyseminar.com/
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2013 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
High Hopes inflation during WHAMOBASS 2012. Photo by Linda Brandt.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


