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Welcome 
to Chris 
Whitfield as 
our newly 
elected Vice 
President.  
Chris is a 
welcome ad-
dition to our 
Executive 
Committee.  
I would also 

like to recognize and thank Jason 
Fast, Cory Miller, Shari Gale and Jim 
Smith for their continued service in 
the Executive Committee as well.  
We have many opportunities and a 
few challenges to rise to in 2012, and 
I’m confident this group can make 
a difference. I would also like to 
announce that Jesse Rafn has agreed 
to serve as our Activities Director.  
Thank you Jesse. I’m looking for-
ward to seeing what Jesse has up his 
sleeve by way of activities for us this 
year, but I have a feeling it has some-
thing to do with a big white X.

 
The WAS Executive Committee 

met in January to discuss how to pro-
mote activities which would promote 
our Mission Statement. By way of 
refresher, our Mission Statement is:

 
• To promote the sport of Hot Air 

Ballooning
• To educate new balloonists and 

the public
•  To embody safety in all aspects 

of ballooning
•  To do all we can to support and 

encourage land owner relations
•  To support our fellow balloonists 

and crews personally and in our 
sport
 
I will try to explain what changes 

you can expect this year that will 
support these goals.

 

First off, to I would like to an-
nounce that we will be trying some-
thing different this year in terms of 
our meeting schedule. We decided 
to have a general member meeting 
every month during our “non-flying” 
season and forego the formal meet-
ings during the summer months 
when we’re busy flying, tethering or 
night glowing. In February, we will 
have a guest speaker from the Salem 
Control tower talk to us about com-
munications and working with ATC.  
I know we rarely have the need to 
contact the controlling agency of the 
airspace we’re flying in, but it goes 
without saying that we need to find 
ways to keep this skill sharp when 
the need arises. In March, Jim Smith 
will host a meeting to discuss the 
Flight Review. The FAR’s call out 
what is required, but in reality, there 
is quite a bit of variability of how the 
flight review is conducted in real life.  

If you’re like me, you have had your 
share of great flight reviews where 
you have actually (re)learned some-
thing and those where it seemed that 
the other guy was just going through 
the motions. Flight reviews should 
be a time to test your skills, practice 
a maneuver that you don’t typically 
perform and have a meaningful 
discussion during the oral portion. In 
April, we’re working to bring you a 
meeting that will deal with First Aid 
and Safety. This meeting will be one 
that will be especially relevant for 
our flight team (aka crew). Finally 
in May, we hope to bring in a distin-
guished meteorologist as our guest 
speaker to talk about, what else, the 
weather. Another important change 
is that we will conduct our meet-
ings on Saturday afternoons to allow 
more time for some of the topics we 
have planned. Also, we have received 

continued on page 3
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feedback that some folks cannot 
make the meetings on a weeknight. 
I hope that you will be able to attend 
our meetings on Saturdays.

 
So what can you expect during 

our flying season? The WAS EC 
discussed ways to promote our sport 
during the various rallies. Some 
options included having a WAS 
presence during check-in to provide 
information about our club and flying 
area, hosting activities like “trailer 
maneuvering” competitions after tail-
gating, WAS tailgates, and partnering 
with the EAA Young Eagles program 
to see if we could provide hot air bal-
loon activities / ground school during 
the Young Eagles events. Another 
idea I had is to print up a WAS “info 
card” with pertinent information 
and include them in all pilot packs. 
I would welcome your ideas too, so 
please let me or Jesse know if any 
other activities you would like to see 
this summer.

 

I would also like to talk about 
landowner appreciation flights.  
Many of you have participated in the 
Albany area landowner apprecia-
tion flights the past two years. You 
can expect that there will be another 
landowner event this coming fly-
ing season, but there will be some 
changes that I want to point out. First 
off, I would like to start by saying 
that these flights are not a WAS spon-
sored event in any way, nor are they 
associated with the NW Art & Air 
Festival. This is an important distinc-
tion for liability reasons. The land-
owner flights are done on our own 
time and dime to encourage positive 
landowner relations. As pilots, we all 
depend upon the hospitality of the 
landowners, and as such, these ap-
preciation flights have become quite 
popular among the pilots willing to 
give them and the landowners want-
ing a ride. In 2012, there is some dis-
cussion about moving the date of the 
landowner flights to the Labor Day 
weekend. This will accomplish two 
very important things. First, we re-
ceived feedback from the landowners 
last year that they will still be busy 
with the harvest, so some of them 

could not take us up on our offer for 
a ride. The other item concerned the 
pilots. We heard that having these 
flights on a Thursday before the 
Albany event precluded some from 
participating as that interfered with 
their work schedules.  I’m hoping 
that you will be available during the 
Labor Day weekend to participate in 
this year’s landowner appreciation 
flights. Stay tuned from more details 
about this event.

 
Our flying season is filled with 

many rallies to choose from. If you 
know of another event that is not 
shown on the Event Calendar, please 
let our trusted newsletter editor know 
so she can add it.

 
Finally, I will be announcing the 

recipient of the Aeronaut of the Year 
and Crew of the Year Award during 
our meeting in March. Thank you for 
submitting your nominations.

 
Gentle breezes,

Mark

The Willamette Aeronaut Soci-
ety’s Aeronaut Of The Year Award is 
an annual award presented  to an in-
dividual who has made a significant 
contribution to the Sport of Balloon-
ing during the past year.

The Award process is as follows:
	Nominations, complete with a 

description of why the Award 
should be given, are received 
from the General Club Mem-
bership by the Executive 
Committee;

	Nominations are reviewed for 
appropriateness as defined 
in the Aeronaut Of The Year 
Procedures.

	Ballots are prepared and 
mailed to the General Mem-
bership for voting and return-
ing to the Executive Commit-
tee for tallying.

	The Award is presented dur-
ing a General Meeting, or 
other appropriate occasion.

It is time to consider nominee’s 
for the WAS 2011 award.

Please consider accomplish-
ments of your fellow Aeronauts 
(Pilots AND Crew) made during 
the year 2011 and nominate those 
you feel have made a significant 
contribution to the Sport of Balloon-
ing.  Any WAS Member is eligible 

2011 Aeronaut of the Year Award
for nomination.  In addition, when 
significant contributions by others 
have been made, they may also be 
considered.

Nominations should include 
a description of the Nominee’s 
accomplishments. Nominations 
should be e-mailed to Mark 
Trujillo, Marktrujillo@comcast.net 
by Friday, February 10, 2012 in 
order to be considered.

Thank you.

Your WAS Executive 
Committee

WAS President’s Letter
Continued from page2
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January 14, 2012 WAS E-board meeting, 
face to face at Jason’s 
 
Executive committee members present were: 
Mark Trujillo, President 
Chris Whitfield, Vice President
Jason Fast, Secretary/Treasurer
Shari Gale, Newsletter editor
Jim Smith, Relations officer
Guest members:
Tim Gale
Janice Fast

Meeting called to order by Mark at 9:40 AM
   

Motion to approve previous minutes by Jim Smith, second-
ed by Chris, Approved 

1. President Mark welcomed Chris as our new Vice Presi-
dent.

2.  Meeting calendar review:
Discussion on having winter meetings and summer flying
Discussion on having Saturday meetings.
General meetings will be held in the months of:
February, March, April, May, November, December.
Dates and times, locations may flex.
Tentative meeting plans:
February meeting, Flight tower ATC information, Action by 
Mark
March meeting, Flight review, Action by Jim
April meeting, CPR and First aid, Action by Jason
May meeting, Weather, Action by Chris

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Treasurers report for OSU Federal Credit Union:
Beginning BAL.  +$1189.46
 +45.00 Dues deposit
 +80.00 Half page ad in   
  Aerostats for one year
Ending Balance  +$1314.46

Savings
 $105.00 Beginning Balance
 $105.00 Ending Balance
 
Balance of Checking & 
Savings $1419.46 

3.  Discussion on the direction and purpose of the club.
 WAS is here to serve the Members, the public and our
 mission statement to the best of our ability.
4.  Jesse Rafn has volunteered and been appointed to the 
position of Activities Director.
It sounds like his aim is to have flight activities to improve 
our flying skills.

5.  Discussion on pilot of the year awards and Crew/mem-
ber of the year awards
We currently have one nomination for Pilot of the Year.
Contact an E-board member with your nominations.
It was mentioned that these awards should be on merit or 
achievement and not just an annual award.

6.  Discussion on the McMinnville Food and Wine Festi-
val.
It was thought by the E-board that we may defer participa-
tion this year.
It was thought that the interest in the ballooning booth at 
this venue was low.

7.  Discussion on schedule flying events

8.  Discussion on Land owner flights
Talked about it not being at Albany Art and Air festival 
time.
Dates later in the year were discussed trying to avoid 
event conflicts.

9.  Club liability brought up by Jim.
This will be carried over to the next meeting

10.  Good of the Order
Jim said that Tim Moon really appreciated the card from 
the club
and the commemorative coin that he received.
He was speechless, imagine that!

Jim also expressed appreciation to me (Jason) as Secretary 
and Treasurer. (Thank You Jim)

Meeting adjourned @ 11:35 AM.  Motion by Chris, Sec-
onded by Shari, Passed.
 
Submitted by:

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer
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2012 WAS Meeting Schedule

Meeting Date/Type Location Topic
Saturday, February 18, 2012
Time: 2:00 PM
General Member Meeting

Salem Air Center, upstairs
Some will meet early for lunch 
at Flight Deck restaurant

Working with the ATC; Guest 
speaker from Salem tower

Saturday, March 17, 2012
Time: TBA
General Member Meeting

To Be Announced Flight Reviews
Speaker: Jim Smith

Saturday, April 21, 2012
Time: TBA
General Member Meeting

To Be Announced First Aid and Safety
Speaker TBA

Saturday, May 19, 2012
Time: TBA
General Member Meeting

To Be Announced Ballooning Weather
Speaker: Meteorologist

Who Is Outstanding in our 
Ballooning Community?
Who deserves the WAS Aeronaut of the Year Award?
There are two awards — One for Pilots, One for Crew

Who do you think has contributed to the ballooning 
community in 2011? Which pilot and which crew 
person do you think deserves this award? 
Make your voice heard. Send your nominations to 
Mark Trujillo (Marktrujillo@comcast.net) no later than 
Friday, February 10, 2012.
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What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond

March 2012

March 2-4
Winthrop Balloon Roundup
Winthrop, WA
Contact:
info@winthropwashington.com

May 2012

May 11-13
38th Annual Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
Contact: Betsy Hadden,
WW Chamber, 509-525-0850

June 2012

June 22-24
Festival of Balloons in Tigard
Tigard, OR
Contact: info@tigardballoon.org
503-612-8213

July 2012

July 20-22
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

July 28
Jefferson Mint Festival Fly-Out
Jefferson, OR
Contact: The LeDoux’s
541-327-2907

August 2012

August 18-19
Loose GooseV
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, 
dayshancock@aol.com

August 24-26
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Rebecca or Cathy, Albany 
Visitors Association
800-526-2256 or 541-926-0911
www.cityofalbany.net/parks/nwaaf/

August 29 - September 2
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only

September 2012

September 1-3
Sequim Balloon Festival
Sequim, WA
Contact: 360-461-2202

September 7-9
5th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
& Wine Festival
Quincy, WA
[Invitation Only Event]
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795

September 7-9
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Dixie Craig, 775-826-1181
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 28-30
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, Washington
Contact: Morgan
morgan@prosserballoonrally.org
509-713-2732

September 28-30
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA

September 29
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
One Day Fly-Out
Contact: Monmouth-Independence 
Chamber of Commerce
503-838-4268

October 2012

October 6-14
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc.
1-888-422-7277

Happy Birthday
Marianne LeDoux 2/1
Christina Miller 2/3
Jason Fast 2/6
Anna Rafn 2/8
Cheryl Isaacs 2/19 
Nanci Murai 2/21
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Here’s Your WAS Quick Quiz for February. Ready. Set. Go!

 1) The lifting forces which act on a hot 
air balloon are pri-marily the result 
of the interior air temperature being

 A) greater than ambient tempera-
ture.

 B) less than ambient temperature.
 C) equal to ambient temperature. 

2)  In a balloon, best fuel economy in 
level flight can be accomplished by

 A) riding the haze line in a tempera-
ture inversion.

 B) short blasts of heat at high fre-
quency. 

 C) long blasts of heat at low fre-
quency. 

3) All fuel tanks should be fired during 
preflight to determine

 A) that the pilot light functions prop-
erly on each tank.

 B) if there are any leaks in the tank.
 C) the burner pressure and condi-

tion of the valves.
 
4)  (Refer to figure below.) What is the 

maximum altitude for the balloon if 
the gross weight is 1,000 pounds and 
stan¬dard temperature exists at all 
altitudes?

 A) 11,000 feet. 
 B) 4,000 feet.
 C) 5,500 feet. 
 

5) What is a hazard of rapid descents?
 A) Aerodynamic forces may collapse 

the envelope. 
 B) Wind shear can cavitate one side 

of the envelope, forc¬ing air out of 
the mouth.

 C) The pilot light cannot remain lit 
with the turbulent air over the bas-
ket. 

6) What is a potential hazard when 
climbing at maximumrate? 

 A) The rapid flow of air may extin-
guish the burner and pilot light.

 B) The envelope may collapse. 
 C) Deflation ports may be forced 

open. 

7)  How should a roundout from a 
moderate-rate ascent to level flight 
be made?

 A) Vent at altitude and add heat upon 
settling back down to altitude. 

 B) Reduce the amount of heat gradu-
ally as the balloon isapproaching 
altitude.

 C) Cool the envelope by venting 
and add heat just beforearriving at 
altitude. 

8)  Why should propane tanks not be 
refueled in a closedtrailer or truck? 

 A) The propane vapor is odorless 
and the refuelers may be overcome 
by the fumes.

 B) Propane is very cold and could 

The topic of this month’s quiz is “Ballooning 101.”  For further reading, one can refer to the Balloon Flying 
Handbook,FAA-H-8083-11.

cause damage to thetruck or trailer. 
 C) Propane vapor is one and one-

half times heavier thanair and will 
linger in the floor of the truck or 
trailer. 

9)  The valve located on the top of the 
propane tank whichopens automati-
cally when the pressure in the tank 
exceedsmaximum allowable pressure 
is the

 A) pressure relief valve.
 B) metering valve.
 C) blast valve. 

10) Why should special precautions 
be taken when filling thepropane 
bottles?

 A) During transfer, propane reaches 
a high temperature and can cause 
severe burns. 

 B) Propane vapor is super-cold and 
may cause severe freeze burns. 

 C) Propane is transferred from the 
storage tanks to thepropane bottles 
under high pressure. 

11)  On cold days, it may be necessary to 
preheat the propanetanks because 

 A) there may be ice in the lines to the 
burner. 

 B) the temperature of the liquid 
propane controls theburner pressure 
during combustion.

 C) the propane needs to be thawed 
from a solid to a liquidstate. 

12) In addition to the required docu-
ments, what carry-onequipment 
should be accounted for during 
preflight?

 A) Flotation gear. 
 B) Two means of burner ignition. 
 C) Emergency locator transmitter. 

Answers can be found on the follow-
ing page. (No peaking is allowed before 
you complete the quiz!) 

!
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Recently I reorganized our glove 
collection in our balloon trailer. 
It was the perfect task for a cold, 
windy winter’s day. Now each pair of 
gloves has their own little spot. The 
activity did get me to thinking that it 
has been way too long since we last 
had Checkmate out of the bag, so I 
asked on Facebook for other sug-
gestions on how you can tell that it 
has been a long, unforgiving winter. 
Here’s some of the responses:
You know it has been too long 
since your flown when...
• You’ve gone back to believing that 

propane is only used for BBQing. 
Bryce Boehler, Boise

• You go back to thinking that gloves 
are to protect your hands from 
the cold instead of protecting the 
envelope from your hands. Bryce 
Boehler, Boise

• You give actual thought to flying 
the balloon over the floodwaters! 
Marianne LeDoux, Jefferson

• Now how do we connect this 
again???? Kent Bacon, Quincy

• When you use helium balloons to 
make you talk like Donald Duck 
and not for pibals! L. D. Ridenour, 
Boise

• When you can’t remember who 
is all on your crew. Shirley Anne 
Blauer, Boise

• You know it has been too long 
when you hear the words “pilot 
light” and immediately think of 
your furnace. Shari Gale, 

 St. Helens 

• You know it has been too long 
when you launch pibals just to 
watch them rise. Jeff Beebe, Boise

• Is this the top or the bottom? Wait, I 
think it’s inside out. Bryce Boehler, 
Boise 

• When you begin to think that      
getting up before 8:00 AM on 
weekends is way too early. Shari 
Gale, St. Helens 

You Know It’s Been Too Long Since You’ve Flown When…
by Shari Gale

The aviation community is abuzz over the proposed flight operation user 
fees the Obama Administration has in their current budget-deficit reduction 
plan. While the proposal is aimed at business jets and airliners the language 
is ambiguous. As written, all aircraft flying in controlled airspace would be 
subject to a $100 per flight fee for use of air traffic control (ATC) services. 
While balloons don’t routinely use ATC services, they do fly in controlled 
airspace. So would the fee apply to balloons or not? There’s major confusion 
on this point. 

The Balloon Federation of America (BFA) has written a very clear and 
concise description of the proposal. Go to their web site at: http://www.bfa.
net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=965:propose to check 
it out. The BFA at joining forces with General Aviation organizations includ-
ing AOPA, EAA, NAA and others in support of no users fees for general 
aviation. A petition has been posted to the White House asking the Obama 
Administration to specifically exempt gliders, balloons, electric aircraft, and 
ultralights from the $100 per flight user fee. You can find the petition at: 
http://wh.gov/K4Q.

Will The Proposed User Fees Apply To Balloons?Quick Quiz Answers:

1.)  A
2.)  B
3.)  C
4.)  A
5.)  C
6.)  C
7.)  B
8.)  C
9.)  A
10.)  B
11.)  B
12.)  B
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The	Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

During the life of this column, 
numerous Federal Air Regulations 
have been discussed. I still receive 
questions about some of them that 
seem straight forward and under-
standable but are, in fact, confusing 
to some. For this reason, readers may 
see past regulations discussed again.  

If you, pilots, crew members or 
just interested persons, as readers of 
this column, have even the slightest 
question, please do not hesitate to 
ask. The regulation in question may 
not be that vital to safe flight, but 
the information may be important to 
you…and perhaps others. It has been 
said, “the only dumb question is the 
one not asked”.

FAR 91.209 (aircraft lighting) 
has been discussed by balloonists 
for as long as pilots have put their 
aerostats up after sunset.                           

Obstruction lights in the area of 
a tether negate the need for “position 
lights” on the balloon. A structure 
higher than the balloon does the 
same. Obstruction lights? And how 

close do they need to be? Structure…
man or nature made? These questions 
show how the regulations can some-
times be confusing and open to inter-
pretation by pilots and FAA alike.

How high one tethers is an-
other matter. If the balloon is held by 
50-foot ropes, the top of the envelope 
is perhaps 150 feet in the air. If posi-
tion lights are used, where are they?  
They are below the basket. What are 
position lights for? To keep other 
aircraft from running into you! An 
airplane at night is not going to be 
flying 150 feet AGL unless the pilot 
has a death wish. An even if he was 
and the balloon was dark between 
burns, the airplane pilot avoiding 
the position lights could easily wrap 
multiple yards of fabric around his 
slipping-the-surly-bonds-of-earth-
machine.

Often, the enforcement of the 
rule, as written, depends upon the 
FAA representative watching the 
tether. Different people see situa-
tions in different ways. In more cases 

than not, a pilot carrying passengers 
on the tether, is going to run amuck 
of 61.57(b), night currency require-
ments. Even though he/she is not 
planning to leave the tether site, they 
have departed the confines of Mother 
Earth and lines have been known to 
come loose…a scary thought for a 
night tether.

Some of the questions this writer 
hears are asked as if regulations 
were the subject, when in fact the 
information is actually found in the 
Aeronautical Information Manual.  
Perhaps the name of this column 
should be AIM high-FAR out.

Be that as it may, information 
you are curious about may be the 
same someone else is as well, and 
be it about regulations or informa-
tion, radio frequencies or mainte-
nance, turbulence or requirements, 
you will do both a favor by asking...
the question. This column is for you, 
the reader, to make use of for your 
knowledge and understanding.

Safe	Flying!!

A Special Thank You
 I want to express a public thank 
you to Estelle de Montgolfier and 
her sister-in-law, Marie-Claude de 
Montgolfier, for allowing me to use a 
scanned image of Marie-Claude’s won-
derful painting 
 Estelle scanned the image and used 
it in a letter. The moment I saw the 
painting I envisioned it as a very spe-
cial cover for an Aerostats issue. Estelle 
obtained permission for Marie-Claude 
to use the image, and then sent a high 
resolution copy to me.
 The balloon in the painting is flying 
over Tunisia, which is where Estelle 
was born. The painting is as special as 
the people involved in its creation.

Will you bee at the Winthrop Balloon Roundup this year?

Photo by Dale Justice, March 2011

Shari
AeroStats Editor
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What IS an Additional Insured?
An Additional Insured is anyone that requires liabil-

ity coverage for any damage (Bodily Injury or Property 
Damage) that may occur directly, or indirectly by your 
balloon.

What does THAT mean??
OK……if you are taking off and/or landing in a city 
Park, a school yard, farmer Joe’s field or flying in an 

event, etc..  The landowner, whether it be a city, a school 
district or private owned property or a group of sponsors, 
each will ultimately be held  “Liable” for any Bodily 
Injury or Property Damage that occurs on their property.  
Typically their insurance does not cover aviation!   Land-
owners, Home Owners, General Liability, premises poli-
cies normally do not cover Aviation.  

Bottom Line: if anyone (or anything) is hurt or dam-
aged on the property owner’s property, the property 
owner can (and will) be held Liable.

So……why is THAT my PROBLEM??
If the landowner or the property holder does not have 

insurance coverage and not able to protect themselves, 
then they will not allow anyone to fly on their property.  
The type of coverage available for the landowner is typi-
cally very expensive or not available. 

How does MY insurance provide coverage for the 
EVENT or LANDOWNER?

If you agree to add the Event or Landowner as Ad-
ditional Insured on your insurance coverage, the Ad-
ditional Insured will be provided Defense costs (above 
and beyond) the Combined Single Limit of the coverage.   
This is the main purpose of adding the property holder 
as Additional Insured. Just as the Insurance Company 
will provide you the same defense with no limit on the 
amount of money spent for the defense(always call your 
Agent to verify this is how your coverage is defined, IF 
you are not with IMC Balloon Agency !). This Defense 
will be provided until a “judgment” is awarded on behalf 
of the insured or additional insured under the limits of 
the policy.  When the limits of coverage are awarded, at 
that point, the defense provided by the company ends.

WHO decides what to pay and to whom??  
Here is how it works: Any time there is an accident, 

the insurance coverage  will pay based on the degree 
of negligence assigned by the Courts. If the Pilot-in-
Command is deemed to be 100 percent negligent, in an 
accident, the policy will pay 100 percent of the claim 

Additional Insureds: “To Add or Not to Add” The Real Story!
by Beth Miller, IMC Balloon Agency

until the insurance coverage limits are met, on behalf of 
the Pilot.  IF the Pilot is deemed 98 percent negligent and 
the additional insured is deemed 2 percent negligent, the 
balloon policy will pay 98 percent of the claim on behalf 
of the pilot and 2 percent of the claim on behalf of the 
additional insured.

Which is ‘better’ – adding an Additional Insured to 
my policy or signing a Hold Harmless agreement 
provided by the event or organizer?

The danger in signing a Hold Harmless agreement or 
an Indemnification Agreement is basically this; you may 
be opening your responsibility (and ultimately your 
assets) as protection for the event.  IMC Balloon Agency 
has a Contractual Liability Exclusion (“Balloon Insur-
ing Agreement” — please read it!). This exclusion is very 
typical in the majority of insurance contracts as a whole, 
not just Balloon Insurance (again, if you are not with 
IMC, contact your Agent!). If a person legally accepts 
responsibility for anything other than which the con-
tract of insurance coverage lists (ie: damages resulting 
from the hot air balloon to persons or property) providing 
protection for the event (ie: craft booths, eating estab-
lishments, etc.).  The person signing the legal document 
(Hold Harmless) is held personally liable. Our hot air 
balloon insurance is still valid for any hot air balloon 
damage.  So, unless you are an attorney or travel with 
your attorney, be careful what you sign!

(Adding an Additional Insured may be the ‘better of 
the two evils’… to be sure). 

How many claims have arisen naming Additional	
Insureds?

IMC Balloon Agency has been writing hot air balloon 
insurance for nearly 30 years. In all those years, we have 
added literally thousands of Additional Insureds.  And….
we have only had two (2) Additional Insureds actually go 
to court! 

We paid defense to defend our Insured and the 
Event - only to prove the Additional Insured not liable. 
(Remember…”the Pilot-In-Command of his aircraft is 
held liable at all times for his aircraft (and occupants). 
It doesn’t mean that an Additional Insured will never be 
found Liable or taken to Court…..but the risk is slim, 
considering the above statistics!

REMEMBER:  Always	Contact	Your	Agent	To	Verify	
How	Your	Company	Handles	Additional	Insureds,	
Hold	Harmless	Agreements	And	Contractual	
Liability!
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Insured has $100,000 limit per person for passengers, the judgment is for $90,000.

Example # 1 — The courts say the Additional Insured is not negligent
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $90,000 to claimant on behalf of the Insured

Example # 2 — The courts say the Additional Insured is 5% negligent
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $85,500 to the claimant on behalf of the Insured
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $4,500 to the claimant on behalf of the Additional Insured

Example # 3 — The courts say the Additional Insured is 50% negligent 
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $45,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Insured. 
 • The Insurance company writes a check for $45,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Additional Insured.

Insured has $100,000 limit per person for passengers, the judgment is for $200,000.

Example # 1 — The courts say the Additional Insured is not negligent
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $100,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Insured
  The Insured has to come up with $100,000, out-of-pocket.

Example # 2 — The courts say the Additional Insured is 5% negligent
 • The Insurance Company writes a check to $95,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Insured
  The Insured has to come up with $95,000, out-of-pocket
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $5,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Additional Insured.
  The Additional Insured has to come up with $5,000, out-of-pocket

Example # 3 — The courts say the Additional Insured is 50% negligent
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $50,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Insured
  The Insured has to come up with $50,000, out-of-pocket
 • The Insurance Company writes a check for $50,000 to the claimant on behalf of the Additional Insured
  The Additional Insured has to come up with $50,000 out-of-pocket

* In the 31 years of being in business, IMC has never had any of these claim scenarios.  These examples are 
an indication of the “worst” possible scenarios. 

Claim Examples With An *Additional Insured Added To The Policy
(IMC Balloon Agency)

Don’t Get Left Behind!
Renew Your WAS Membership Today!

The application form can be found in this newsletter on page 17, 
or at WASballoon.com/membership.

Print out the membership form, fill it out and either 
mail it to WAS treasurer, Jason Fast (his address is on the form), 

or bring the form and your check to the February WAS meeting in Salem. 
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The first week of December 
2011, Lindstrand Balloons USA host-
ed a combined Aerostar Internation-
al/Lindstrand Balloons Maintenance 
and Repair Seminar that I had the op-
portunity to attend. The seminar was 
hosted by Phil Thompson and Lisa 
Kempner and held at the Lindstrand 
factory in Galena, Illinois.

Alan Sanderson of Lindan Hot 
Air Service Center, Albany, Oregon 
attended the seminar to update the 
capabilities of the repair station 
and to keep in line with the latest in 
maintenance and repair techniques.

Day 1 of the seminar, Decem-
ber 1st, opened with registration and 
introductions. It was very nice to see 
some friends and acquaintances from 
other events and seminars… small 
world! Gotta love that about balloon-
ing!

We were introduced to Kelvin 
Oakley, Sales Executive at Lind-
strand Balloons UK, AKA “Lind-
strand Burner Guru Extraordinaire!”  
Kelvin would be attending the entire 
seminar to be available for instruc-
tion and answering questions.

There was a presentation by Mar-
tin Harms of Aerostar. He covered 
lots of changes going on including 
parts pricing increases and diamond 
weave fabric now being available 
from Lindstrand as well.  Some of 
the price increases seemed to be a 
little dramatic, but the increases were 
long overdue.

Assisting and presenting a wide 
range of topics and information 
for both Lindstrand and Aerostar, 
including the latest version of the 
Lindstrand Balloons manual were 
Phil Thompson, Lisa Kempner, Vic 
& Mandy Johnson, along with Jeff 
“Kong” Shields and Martin Harms.

We reviewed the ACAI (Aerostar 
Continued Airworthiness Instruc-
tions), Airworthiness Limitations, 
A.D.’s (Airworthiness Directives), 
Service Bulletins, and Service Let-
ters. We also reviewed the new 
Lindstrand Balloons Manual for 
Continued Airworthiness and the 
Inspection Checklist. Yes, you heard 
me – the new Lindstrand Balloons 

manual, which was literally updated 
and changed during the presentation! 

Oh, that reminds me, the Lind-
strand Balloons Manual for Con-
tinued Airworthiness Version 1.8 is 
available for download at:  http://
lindstrand.com/download/  Be sure 
you download all 4 files.

Day 2 of the seminar started 
beautifully – bright, sunny, and about 
18°F. We arrived at Lindstrand Bal-
loons to begin the Hands-On Ses-
sions… and true to form, instead 
of getting right to work, somebody 
found a reason to inflate a balloon! 
We stood up a 120A and then inflated 
and stood up Dale Wong’s brand new 
little 69X (Racer)! Beautiful bal-
loons!

Eventually the hands on sessions 
convened and we went on to have a 
very informative and productive day. 
Breaking up into groups we reviewed 
Annual/100 Hour inspections for 
both Aerostar and Lindstrand Bal-
loons. We also reviewed the turning 
vent and parachute vent adjustments 
and measurements. We then got the 
opportunity for one-on-one training 
including basket weaving, sewing, 
burner maintenance, etc.

2011 Lindstrand Maintenance Seminar
by Terri Miller with an assistance from Alan Sanderson

Martin Hams reviewed material with one of the 
groups which included Alan Sanderson (third for 
left) and Vic Johnson (next to Alan).

On the second day two balloons were inflated in 
the morning. Above is the 69X.

Terri Miller and Martin Harms watched the 
inflation.

Continued on page 13
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Before I knew it, Day 3 had ar-
rived! I think I was the only one who 
noticed the starting time was differ-
ent than yesterday’s time. A full half 
hour later - 8:30AM! I was so happy 
to get that extra half hour sleep, but 
now I’m thinking that was a typo.  
Anyway…

We reviewed several items as 
groups – envelope repair methods, 
burner troubleshooting, burner ser-

Lindstrand Seminar
Continued from page 12

Terri Miller tried her hand at basketweaving.
Terri, also, got burner instruction from Kelvin Oakley.

vicing, Aerostar basket handle rope 
replacement procedures, and basket 
repair methods.

After the scheduled training 
had wrapped up and the seminar 
was winding down, it was basically 
‘student choice’ for the remainder 
of the day.  I had the opportunity 
to get some one-on-one training on 
burner servicing and trouble shoot-
ing with Kelvin Oakley. I was able to 
completely disassemble, service, and 
reassemble a Lindstrand burner!  In-
credible instruction by an incredible 
instructor – Thank you Kelvin.

Phil, Lisa, and the Lindstrand 
factory “family” did a great job 
of welcoming us, hosting us, and 
providing us a very informative and 
useful training program. Everyone 
participating in the training program 
was enthusiastic, knowledgeable, 
and helpful.  I had a great time and 
learned a lot, I look forward to using 
the knowledge in the field.  Or is that 
‘on the field?’

All photos for this article by 
Terri Miller and Alan Sanderson.

 Phil Thompson inflated the 69X. Looking up into the 120A.
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by Gordon Schwontkowski
Crew Chief  Corner

Layout To Launch
Dozens of factors contributing 

to safety dovetail at the launch site. 
Unattended, even the smallest and 
most common sense details can set 
up risks and even accidents as the 
flight unfolds; studies show 80% of 
all errors leading to incidents occur 
in pre-flight planning and set-up. A 
well-trained, thorough, and proactive 
crew can guarantee a pre-flight set-up 
flows smoothly and uneventfully into 
a safe inflation, launch, and flight. 

Every flight requires crew master 
skills in weather, navigation, emer-
gency handling, and proactive flight 
planning as quickly as possible. And 
the time for this is well before the 
flight and long enough before the 
accident to prevent it from occurring. 
What follows is an overview of the 
common elements of most set-ups 
and inflations. Every pilot’s expecta-
tions differ, but balloon brands differ 
little outside of equipment configu-
rations. Every crew needs its own 
procedures, routines, and checklists 
to consistently maintain safety. The 
following overview can help your 
crew create or refine yours. Consider 
how you will address and factor in 
each on every flight.

Pre-Flight

Waivers. Clipboards keep releas-
es and written briefings (for passen-
gers and crew) central and organized. 
Decide who gets signatures; do it 
early and get it out of the way. 

Crew. All should know where 
and when to meet. Number varies; 
the trend is using 1-3 rather than 
all-you-can-find. Make sure all have 
gloves, long sleeves, pants, and sup-
portive footwear.

Passengers: Are they all here 
or are late ones on their way? Have 

they signed paperwork? Are they fit 
to fly? Will they want to help set up? 
Do they have people watching or fol-
lowing? Cover your bases.

Decision to fly. Preview safety 
concerns: purpose, forecasts, equip-
ment, passenger age/health, and pilot 
skill among other things should all be 
compatible. Assess and discuss any 
concerns.

Emergency procedures. Know 
how to recognize, prevent, and man-
age trouble before you get in it. Crew 
should know how to handle power 
line strikes, fires, fuel system shut-
down, lost balloons, and other situ-
ations. Keep that emergency contact 
list updated and at hand.

First aid. A first aid kit in your 
truck is a must. Keep current by 
taking a basic or refresher course to 
tend to anything from minor burns to 
broken bones and shock.

Vehicle/driver. A sound vehicle 
and driver capable of confidently 
handing it are essential. Know how 
to operate 4WD, lift gates, stick shift, 
trailer backing, and driving using 
only mirrors. 

Navigation. Learn your flight ar-
ea’s roads, terrain, weather patterns, 
hazards, and red zones. Plotting flight 
paths on road maps, sectional charts, 
or electronics helps eliminate driving 
guesswork.

Weather. See the big picture, 
then zero in on what’s immediately 
around you. Learn how to interpret 
forecasts, get automated updates, 
read pibals and weather cues, and 
handle your balloon under ANY 
weather conditions.

Flight plan. Discuss how long, 
how high, how far, and how likely 
various landing sites are. Transpose 
forecast conditions onto your map(s) 
to make informed decisions during 
the flight.

Briefings. Passengers need 
instruction and questions answered. 
Crew need task assignments. Be thor-
ough – the entire flight will unfold 
according to your script.

Launch site. Permission comes 
first. Next come hazards like power 
lines, standing water, gopher holes, 
fabric-hungry debris, etc. Will you 
need a windbreak or tarp?

Last call. Last chance to make 
that phone call, find the restroom, 
grab a drink, get your camera, or 
shed layers of clothing.

Set-Up

Time to open the trailer doors or 
drop the lift-gate! Most pilots over-
see set-up themselves, but learn your 
pilot’s routines for when they get 
distracted, time pressures squeeze 
you, or you decide to become a pilot. 
Watch your pilot carefully, ask ques-
tions, and learn all you can:

Layout. Step away from your 
truck and check wind direction. 
Choose a position which allows you 
to safely climb out over obstacles. 
Leave keys in the ignition for quick 
moving.

Basket and inflation tank. Slide 
the basket gently onto the ground 
allowing other pilots plenty of room. 
Assemble uprights and burner(s). 
When using a separate inflation 
tank, strap it inside the basket in the 
normal way. Tip the basket over with 
its burner(s) pointing downwind (or 
what will be on launch).

Envelope. Carry or unload 
the bag a few paces in front of the 
burner(s). Open it, orient fabric, and 
connect carabiners or hardware to the 
basket. Lift the bag and walk down-
wind. Fold and return the bag to your 
basket or truck. Stretch out the crown 
line and check parachute webbing.

Continued on page 15
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Spread fabric. Let your fan do 
the work on hot days or paved sur-
faces. Otherwise, start at the throat, 
grab proper load tapes, and gently 
pull outward as you walk toward the 
load ring. STOP if you feel any resis-
tance. Flapping the load tape to trap 
a small bubble beneath which floats 
fabric puts less stress on equipment 
and crew. Be careful not to trap too 
much air beneath the balloon.

Fan. Each pilot chooses place-
ment, but it’s generally below the 
basket’s leather rails in most cases. 
Fan safety transcends pilot prefer-
ence or brand name – always use 
caution around fans.

Truck and tie-off. Move your 
truck so your tie-off reaches your 
basket without excessive slack. 
Secure both ends and test the quick 
release. Place a shirt or blanket over 
the line so spectators will see it and 
avoid walking into it.

Other equipment. Make sure 
radios are charged, onboard, on the 
right frequency, and checked. Drop 
lines, maps, strikers, tools, and other 
items should be securely stored in 
proper places.

Inflation Through Launch

Fan crew. While many pilots will 
monitor the fan themselves, dedicat-
ing one person to this is wise. Start 
at your pilot’s signal and shut and 
remove on cue: as heat is added, as 
your balloon stands, or if the basket 
swings into the fan. Always shut the 
fan before moving it.

Throat crew. These can be either 
two eager passengers or the pilot 
alone. Goals include holding the 
throat open, keeping cables away 
from the burner, and pulling the red 
line if necessary.

Crown line crew. When properly 
handled, no more than 1-3 adults are 
needed. After tabbing the parachute, 
provide stability on cold inflation and 
control the stand-up. Inspect fabric 

as the balloon rises and stabilize the 
balloon until you bring the line to the 
basket right before launch.

Loading passengers. Passengers 
will enter the basket soon after the 
basket stands, especially on windier 
launches. Assist all of them, be it 
“spotting” or getting their legs over 
the side.

Weight or hands on. If asked, 
crew and passengers put their hands 
or body weight on the basket as your 
pilot adds heat. Stand to the side or 
back of the basket and watch for the 
tie-off. Make sure your feet aren’t 
beneath the basket as it tips or hops.

Inflation tanks. High altitude 
launch, high ambient temperature, 
and/or heavy passenger loads often 
prompt pilots to hot inflate or super-
heat off an extra tank. Use extreme 
caution when disconnecting/re-
connecting tanks prior to launch. 
Inflation tanks and/or home-made 
fuel adapters have been responsible 
for many accidents, injuries, and 
even fatalities. Always station a crew 

Layout To Launch
Continued from page 10

Continued on page 16

Annual didn’t go exactly as planned?
Been wanting to get something new?

Call your Lindstrand Dealer today 
for the latest offers and deals!
Get yourself the gift you know 

you’ll REALLY LOVE for Valentine’s Day!

Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-638-9696

Here are a few things to consider when comparing Lindstrand to 
another brand:

•  Are fabrics like DIAMONDWEAVE™ with it’s proven 500+ hour 
performance, and Hyperlife™ available?

•  Does it include standard features like a Nomex scoop and throat?
•  Does it include complete freedom of choice in color and pattern 

design?
•  Are the burners powerful, reliable and yet easy to maintain?
•  Does it include these basket options as standard equipment: 

upgraded size, cushion floor, leather trim and nylon skid protectors?
•  Does the manufacturer have a proven track record of world-class 

performance and customer service before and after the sale?
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member near the pilot when chang-
ing tanks or fittings. If your pilot 
keeps an extra inflation tank onboard, 
make sure it’s strapped and secured 
as any other tank to prevent in-flight 
shifting or any movement on land-
ing. If the tank is outside the basket, 
stay nearby to keep hose tension 
from dragging, knocking, or tip-
ping it over. Always stay nearby as 
your pilot uncouples and re-attaches 
hoses in case a fire occurs; your help 
in shutting down a tank, fighting a 
fire, or unloading passengers may 
be needed. If a tank can’t be secured 
inside the basket during a flight as 
recommended by the manufacturer, 
make all efforts to insure a smooth 
landing. 

Final checks. Use pilot and crew 
checklists: reseat the parachute, check 
fuel system, radio check, equipment in 
place, adding heat. Verify statuses and 
catch oversights. Don’t rush or assume 
here. Also check for overhead traffic, 
downwind obstacles, and crew/specta-
tors near ropes and lines. Quickly assess 
every part of the balloon; if something 
doesn’t look right, it probably isn’t.

Weight or hands off. After the 
crown line’s in, this call tells your pilot 
how “light” the balloon is. Be ready to 
add weight again on command or walk 
the balloon forward for launch. A final 
call of “weight off” means take your 
weight off and step back away from the 
basket and tie-off to stay clear. Lines 
around the basket may snag you, the 
basket may move backwards and pin 
you against your vehicle or knock you 
over, or leather basket rails may “pop” 
your jaw. 

Launch. Keep everyone away from 
the tie-off as it’s released. Note launch 
time. Do a quick visual sweep to make 
sure no crew or spectators are holding 
onto the basket or caught in lines.

Assessment. Check for fabric distor-
tion or damage. Take a reading on direc-
tion and speed. Watch for shears or false 
lift as your balloon climbs.

These are just the basics; the hun-

dreds of factors contributing to your 
flight’s safety will vary with many fac-
tors. Seem like a lot to remember? It is – 
that’s why many top pilots and crew use 
checklists long after they memorize their 
routines. Familiarity breeds complacen-
cy, and distractions and interruptions are 
frequent. Checklists prevent oversights 
and help form safe habits. FAA practi-
cal tests require pilots to use checklists, 
and crew can benefit from this as well. 
Develop your own written pre-flight 
checklists; the best are those you make 
yourself, revise constantly, and allow to 
evolve with time.

Skilled crew delicately weave pre-
flight factors and decisions into flight 
safety long before starting the fan. The 
effects of marginal conditions, late pas-
sengers, and too few crew will cascade 
and grow throughout the flight sequence; 
knowing this early lets you compensate 

or make appropriate decisions later. As 
most errors leading to accidents occur 
at pre-flight, NOW is the time to set the 
stage for flight safety. Despite being 
solely responsible for the flight and 
safety of all around, your pilot cannot do 
this entirely alone. Crew’s observations, 
decisions, and actions all determine 
how safe an inflation and flight will be. 
Any crew member can spot that single 
oversight or glitch that leads to trouble 
– pay close attention to every aspect of 
pre-flight set-up. 

Due to technical difficulties with 
the WAS website it was necessary to 
print the entire Crew Chief Corner 
article this month. The author will be 
at the safety seminar in Salem Febru-
ary 26th. Sign-up for the seminar and 
an opportunity to meet Gordon.

Layout To Launch
Continued from page 11

Did you remember to 
renew your 

WAS membership?

Did you remember to 
nominate someone in both 

categories for 
Aeronaut of the Year?

OK. You’re done. 
Pack it up!
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2012 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover:
Painting of a balloon flying over Tunisia by Marie-Claude de Montgolfier and 

given as a gift to Estelle de Montgolfier. (Reprinted here with permission of both 
women.) 

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


