
Volume 14, Number 1

The Monthly Newsletter of the
Willamette Aerostat Society

AeroStats

January 2012



AeroStats	 January	2012	•	Volume	14,	Number	1	 Page	2

WAS President’s Letter

2010 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Mark Trujillo  Chris Whitfield

Secretary / Treasurer Newsletter Editor
Jason Fast  Shari Gale

 
Youth Programs Activities
Cory Miller To Be Announced Soon!

Community Relations Webmaster
Jim Smith Cory Miller

WAS Web Site FORUM Information
www.wasballoon.com subscribe email:
 downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

Happy 
New Year to 
all!  I hope 
this news-
letter finds 
you healthy, 
happy and 
ready to go 
for the New 
Year. 

 
First of 

all, I would like to thank Edie Stoaks 
for opening up her home again this 
year and hosting the annual WAS 
Christmas Party.  I’m sorry that I did 
not make it this year, but as you may 
have heard, I was delayed on a busi-
ness trip.  I’ve gotta do something 
about that darn pesky job getting in 
the way of my real priorities!  I keep 
buy those Lotto tickets, but still no 
luck....

 
I would like to welcome Chris 

Whitfield as our new Vice Presi-
dent.  Thank you to all who returned 
your ballots.  I am thrilled to have 
Chris step into the VP role, as he has 
already proven his love of our sport 
and I’m sure will provide fresh ideas 
and energy to our club.  I would 
also like to thank Jessie Rafn for his 
willingness to run for office.  This is 
one of those cases where it is really 
unfortunate that there were not two 
open positions.  I would also like 
to publicly thank Laura Hancock 
for serving as our Activities Direc-
tor last year.  I know it was a busy 
year for Laura (aka Mother Goose), 
and I appreciate her willingness to 
take on another task.  I have already 
secured a person to step into the role 
of Activities Director, so look for an 
announcement next month. 

 

The WAS Executive Commit-
tee will be meeting in January to lay 
plans for 2012.  Of top priority is to 
come up with ideas for how to better 
support our Mission, and promote 
unity within the WAS.  I welcome 
any of your ideas on this matter.  Per-
sonally, my main goal is to promote 
our sport, make all feel included, and 
find fun ways to get folks involved.  
I believe that in this manner, we can 
grow our sport. 

 
I would also like to call for nomi-

nations for Aeronaut of the Year and 
Crew of the Year Awards.  Nomina-
tions can  be submitted throughout 
the month of January.  Please submit 
your nominations to any WAS EC 
member.  The award will be present-
ed in February.

 

I hope that you’re signed up for 
either the BFA or the NW Safety 
Seminar.  Both events look to be very 
interesting.  I always seem to learn 
something at these every year. 

 
Lastly, I hope that you have 

renewed your WAS membership by 
now.  If not, it’s still not too late!
 

Gentle breezes,
Mark

Don’t let your WAS 
membership lapse.
Send in your 2012 dues to 
Jason Fast by January 31st. (A 
membership form is located at 
the end of this newsletter.)
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

12/11/11 WAS General Meeting and 
Christmas Party Minutes 

Executive committee members present were:
Jason Fast, Secretary/Treasurer
Cory Miller, Past President and Web Master
Shari Gale, Newsletter editor
Jim Smith, Community Relations officer

Meeting called to order by Jason Fast at 3:06 pm.  Cory 
Miller lead the meeting.

   
Motion to approve previous minutes by Sandy Grove, 

second by Bob LeDoux.  Passed 

1. President Mark was delayed on a business trip and 
could not make the meeting.

2.  In the coming year: 
Discuss changing meeting place 
Discuss meeting frequency and schedule
Discuss activities for the New Year
Any suggestions are welcome to any Officer.

Treasurers report for OSU Federal Credit Union:
Beginning BAL.  +$1085.52
 -59.94 Web fees for    
  July-December 2011
 +280.00 Dues deposit
 - 34.76 Christmas Party food
 - 31.36 Christmas Party drinks
 - 50.00 Balloonist Alan Strobel
  Family sympathy dona 
  tion per motion passed
Ending Balance  +$1189.46

Savings/Overdraft Protection (min. bal. $5.00)
 $105.00 Beginning Balance
 $105.00 Ending Balance
 
Balance of Checking &  $1294.46
Savings 

3- Dues are due by January 31 2012 per Bylaws.  Dues are 
as follows:
Single membership.  $15.00
Family member ship.  $20.00
Charter member $15.00.  Single or family membership.  
(Charter members are founding members)
New optional, out of area non-voting member.  $10.00, 
this membership is limited to those that reside outside 
of Oregon and SW Washington, outside of Clark County 
Washington.

4.  Cory’s local Northwest Safety Seminar in Salem.  Early 
registration is now over and the cost is now $65.00

5.  We are hoping for more competitive non-sponsored 
fun flights this summer to improve our flying and crewing 
skills

6.  It was announced that Tim Moon will be retiring from 
the FAA.  He is a friend to ballooning.  It was not said 
what his retirement plans may be.

7.  The results of the Officers elections for the coming year 
are as follows:
Elected positions:
President – Mark Trujillo
Vice President – Chris Whitfield
Secretary and Treasurer – Jason Fast
Appointed positions:
Community Relations officer – Jim Smith
Webmaster – Cory Miller
Newsletter editor – Shari Gale
Activities Director – Still looking for a volunteer, please 
contact President Mark

8.  Gift exchange

9.  Drawing for members present for a free membership.
And the winner is……… Cheryl Isaacs!

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 4:00 pm.  Passed.

Submitted by:
 Jason Fast

WAS Secretary/Treasurer
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by Gordon Schwontkowski
Crew Chief  Corner

The Federal Air Regulations were 
written for safety; to keep order in 
the sky.  They are designed for all 
pilots (not just “the other guy”) and 
modes of aerial navigation.  Origi-
nally meant for airplanes, the FARs 
have changed over the years to ac-
commodate the rotor wings, airships 
and balloons, though some regs. have 
not.  

FAR 91.3 Responsibility and 
authority of the pilot in command, 
one of the first written rules, puts the 
full weight of the flight with all the 
safety ramifications on the pilot who 
is “the final authority as to the opera-
tion of that aircraft”. 

Does this mean one can fly with 
wild abandon?  Of course not.  The 
pilot’s job is to get the passengers 
from take-off to landing in the safest 
possible way.  However, “during an 
in-flight emergency requiring im-
mediate action, the pilot in command 
may deviate from any rule of this 

part (the FARs) to the extent required 
to meet that emergency”.  Of course, 
the pilot may have to send the FAA 
a written report of the infraction if 
requested to do so.

These parts, (b) and (c), were the 
catalyst for an interesting conversa-
tion with FAA personnel.  In-flight 
emergencies in a balloon can be a 
number of things, from a panicked 
passenger to a fuel leak to radio fail-
ure within Class B, C or D airspace.  

In most cases an emergency 
would call for an immediate landing, 
but since balloons can and may land 
almost anywhere, the probability of 
a FAR being broken is slim.  How-
ever, a local (city) ordinance may 
come into play.  Some towns, not in 
Colorado, prohibit balloon launches 
and landings, but this is a matter for 
another discussion, and might fall 
under the same scrutiny in a true 
emergency situation.

Is running low on fuel a true 

emergency?  To the pilot it is.  
Should it have happened?  Proper 
flight planning might have prevented 
it.  Overflying a good landing spot 
when fuel quantity is already at its 
limit because there is a better field 
“just a little bit straight ahead” does 
not constitute good planning espe-
cially if the wind shifts or changes 
speed making that “better” spot inac-
cessible.

Certainly FAR 91.3 gives the 
pilot the authority, but one must re-
member the responsibility that goes 
along with it.

As we head into a new flying sea-
son, it behooves every pilot to brush 
up on the Federal Air Regulations.  
There are changes dealing with 
security, noise and certain passenger 
carrying issues.  If you have a copy 
of the AIM/FAR 2012, the changes 
that may affect hot air balloon opera-
tions are easy to identify.

Safe and happy flying.
 

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The	Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

Radio Communication
It seems simple enough – your 

pilot hands you an aircraft radio or has 
a system in the truck for air-to-ground 
communication. Few things in flying, 
however, cause so much confusion and 
misunderstanding among pilots and 
crew as radios. Let’s talk about the many 
unspoken rules of speaking on the radio 
– don’t grab and key that microphone 
unless and until you can abide by them.

Radios in the age of cell phones? 
Both are vital and have limits, and each 
backs the other up. One often works 

while the other fails. Aircraft radios 
are often legally required and generally 
work on line of sight: transmission and 
reception suffer in mountains, valleys, 
or dense forest. Cell phone reception at 
altitude or in remote areas often fades or 
outright fails. While the FAA currently 
seems to be lenient about cell phone 
use in-flight, most pilots balk at using 
them exclusively. Bottom line: your pilot 
needs a radio to talk with airport towers 
and other aircraft, and chances are you’ll 

get calls on it as well.
Whether you use a Citizen’s Band 

(CB) radio, aircraft radios, FM’s, or a 
small handheld 2-way, it’s essential you 
understand what to do as well as what 
NOT to do to promote clear communica-
tion. Begin with these guidelines...

To read the rest of this article, 
please go online to the WAS website. 
(www.wasballoon.com). You’ll find 
the entire article plus more in the 
members only section.



AeroStats	 January	2012	•	Volume	14,	Number	1	 Page	5

‘Tis the season for TFR’s. With 
Presidential election gearing up 
TFR’’s will spring up like tulips in 
the spring. They likely will pop up at 
the oddest locations, at any time, and 
with short or changing restrictions. 
Add a note to your pre-flight check-
list to check carefully for TFR’s and 
NOTAM’s prior to every flight. If 
you suspect there may be VP Activity 

DE Notes
by Jim Smith

Check TFR’s and NOTAM’s

in your area it is wise to call Flight 
Service (1WX-BRIEF) just prior to 
your flight to request an Abbreviated 
Briefing for TFR’s and NOTAM’s. 
With the movement of candidates is 
will not be unusual to see ‘moving’ 
TFR’s as they move from location to 
location. Pay particular attention to 
the TFR boundaries and times effec-
tive.

Congratulations, Terri!
Terri Miller (below on right) 

received her student certificate from 
FAA Designated Examiner, Jim 
Smith (left), at the WAS Christmas 
party on December 11, 2011.

Terri’s time aloft has been an 
inspiration to her as she continues to 
fight cancer, but it has also inspired 
everyone in the WAS organization.

We are proud of you, Terri!

 
•   When DIAMONDWEAVE™, with it’s proven 500+ hour performance, is used in the 

entire envelope in substitution for a Hyperlife™ top/ripstop bottom there is no weight 
penalty.

•   The weight of DIAMONDWEAVE™ falls almost midway between standard ripstop and 
Hyperlife™, just one important part of our extensive playbook.

•   The current UK based supplier of ripstop and silicone coated fabric guarantees that 
our Hyperlife™ and standard ripstop fabrics are identical in coating and weight to 
those they supply to other balloon manufacturers regardless of the names marketed 
under.

•   An envelope built with HyperlifeTM top 1/3 and DIAMONDWEAVE™ in the lower 2/3, 
will weigh only slightly more; yet, is built from the two most durable and time-tested 
fabrics available in the hot air balloon industry today, a guaranteed winner!

•   DIAMONDWEAVE™ is still provided by the same supplier today as it was on day 
one. It continues to be the most tested fabric in the industry, with testing done at 
the manufacturer’s facility, and then again at Aerostar™, prior to acceptance by 
Lindstrand Balloons.

•   DIAMONDWEAVE™ offers the most color choices, with 19 standard shades

 
Call your local Lindstrand Dealer today for the latest offers and deals!

Get one and make this your best season yet!
Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-709-8889

TOUCHDOWN! It’s time for you to get in the game and kick off the
season with a new system or envelope from Lindstrand Balloons today!
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With an eye toward improving 
the overall user experience with the 
WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program, 
we have made a few enhancements 
to FAASAfety.gov. A description of 
each change is listed below.

1. One of our biggest changes 
involves simplifying the process for 
instructors to give WINGS credit 
to pilots! There is now a single click 
link available in the Instructor Por-
tal on the Home page that takes an 
instructor directly to the Give Credit 
feature. We have also improved your 
ability to select an Activity for credit.

2. After we received a complaint, 
we investigated and discovered that 
the Search bar at the top of our 
Home page does not work properly. 
While we haven’t had time to fix it 
yet (it will require significant effort), 
we did change the background text 
explaining that the Search looks at 
only two areas on the site; it is not 
a site‐wide search feature. We will 
address this deficiency in the near 
future. For now, to search for an 
Activity, users must use the search 
feature under the Activities, Courses 
& Seminars tab in the individual 
category – Activities or Courses. 
We also discovered that the Activity 
Search would not search for Activity 
Numbers; it does now!

3. A “bug” that many of you 
have reported has finally been fixed. 
Previously, if you were working on 
the Advanced or Master tabs, and af-
ter searching for and selecting a new 
activity, you were taken back to the 
Basic tab, not the tab you were work-
ing on. This was really confusing and 
not obvious! With this fix,  you are 

now returned to the appropriate tab 
on which you were working.

4. We have rearranged all 
the lists that are available to 
FAASTeam Representatives and 
FAASTeam Program Managers 
when they are closing out an event so 
that all names are listed in the same 
order. In this case, “Last Name” 
first. In addition, when closing the 
event, the Rep or FPM had to manu-
ally erase the previous name entered 
and manually place the cursor in the 
right entry spot. This has now been 
automated. After you click submit, 
the record is updated and the previ-
ous name is erased, and the cursor 
is automatically placed in the entry 
box, ready for the next name to be 
entered.

5. One of the areas that has not 
received enough attention (because 
of resource limitations) is that of 
responding to user comments about 
online courses. We are excited to 
announce that a new feature will 
now allow us to see user comments 
in a simple report. We can then 
respond immediately (well, maybe 
not immediately, but certainly much 
more quickly than now!) to the 
comment via email. In addition,  our 
FAASTeam Safety Analyst, Barry 
Hyde, has been asked to set aside 
time beginning in January to review 
the comments and respond as neces-
sary.

6. The format of the My 
WINGS page has been changed to 
enhance understanding of the re-
quirements and accomplishments 
for each phase of WINGS. For 
example, showing an activity com-
pletion as “.5 Credit” was causing 

confusion. We changed that to say 
“½ Credit,” which is more intuitive 
and indicates that the full required 
credit is not yet complete.

7. We are in process of chang-
ing throughout the site the phrase 
“Knowledge 1” to say “Knowledge 
Topic 1” to make it more clear to 
users that this is just one topic in the 
list of three Knowledge credits that 
are required. In fact, we changed 
the title of the column on your My 
WINGS page from “Credit” to “Top-
ic”, to further enhance this under-
standing. (Likewise for Knowledge 
2, Knowledge 3, Flight 1, etc.) 

8. We have added a “Progress 
Bar” to the Status column to indicate 
more clearly when a completed Ac-
tivity has only partially fulfilled the 
requirement. In addition, when you 
hover over the progress bar, descrip-
tive text is displayed.

9. The activity completion date 
has been moved to the 2nd column, 
indicating the activity is complete, 
not necessarily the entire Knowledge 
or Flight Topic requirement.

10. There has been much misun-
derstanding about the printable sum-
mary of activities, which we call the 
“Checklist.” This has been clarified 
somewhat by changing the link to 
say, “Print Your Checklist,” further 
identifying that the Checklist be-
longs to you, the logged‐in user. This 
is your personal tool that describes 
the activities you need to complete 
that phase of wings. We recommend 
every pilot print their checklist while 
working on their WINGS Program.

11. While we are continuing 
work on a major revision to the IA 
Refresher Courses page, we have 
loaded a static report of the most 
current courses that are approved. 
This report is available under the 
Maintenance Hangar tab and will be 
updated every month.

FAA Safety Team
Safer Skies Through Education
FAASafety.gov Enhancements Effective December 6, 2011
Notice Number: NOTC3396

continued on page 7
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12. We are excited to report that 
the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) project 
has been fully tested and is finally 
launched with this release! This is 
the feature where CAP members who 
complete safety‐related activities 
on FAASafety.gov will have them 
posted automatically (late every 
evening) to their safety record at the 
CAP. We remind all CAP members 
to go to their account on FAASafety.
gov and enter their CAP ID number 
as soon as possible.

13. We discovered that AMT 
Employers were not able to update 
their address, city, state, or ZIP in 
their profile. That is now fixed. 

14. We added QR Codes to the 
Seminar Search page so that us-
ers who wish to can purchase and 
add the Event Search widget to their 
Apple or Android products. (The 
FAA receives no income from these 
apps.)

We appreciate all those who 
contributed suggestions for improve-
ment. We are continually striving 
to make your user experience on 
FAASafety.gov a pleasant one!

FAA Safety Team
Continued from page 6 You Could Sit Out in the Dark

Or You Could Light It Up with Your 
Friends by Joining WAS today!

You’ll find a Membership Application at the end of this 
newsletter. Just fill it out, send it to Jason Fast.

Then you can join in all the fun.

Happy Birthday
Judy Ell 1/2
Chris Whitfield 1/5
Ron Grove 1/10
Susan Cunningham 1/14
Janice Fast 1/30
Alan Sanderson 1/30
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2011 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Homer flown by Rod Purdum proudly displays the Oregon state flag. 
Photo by Shari Gale (who is spending the off-season digging through the photo 

archives!)

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


