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Well 
we’re off to 
a delayed 
start to our 
flying season 
again this 
year.  Maybe 
I should just 
consider Au-
gust 1st as the 
official start 
of ballooning 
in the Wil-

lamette Valley, so that I won’t be dis-
appointed every year.  After all, this 
is Oregon.  It’s much better to have 
the rain than to face the devastation 
that has occurred in Colorado other 
parts of the country due to forest 
fires.  My heart goes out to those that 
have lost their homes in these fires.  
That keeps things in perspective.

Since many of us are eager to 
start flying in the Valley, I thought I 
would list of tips that was originally 
published in the July 2011 AeroStats.  
These points serve as great remind-
ers for staying safe and maintaining 
positive landowner relations.
1. Your first landing should be 

your final landing.  Don’t try 
to squeeze in hops and end up 
landing in an area you wish you 
hadn’t.

2. Fly with the intention of landing 
in a pre-determined area, i.e. the 
airport, park or school yard.  This 
may mean altering your launch 
site.

3. When overflying crops, maintain 
an altitude at or above tree top 
level as to not give the impres-
sion to the landowner (who might 
just be watching you) that the 
balloon is going to land in their 
crops.

4. No contour flying over crops or 
touch and go’s.

5. Don’t pass up good landing sites, 
even if you’re only 20 minutes 
or so into the flight.  Flying for 

an hour may just for the sake of 
flying longer may constrain your 
suitable landing sites.

6. Leave behind some sort of ap-
preciation gift for the landowner.  
Could be as simple as a bottle of 
sparkling cider.
Thanks to Jim Smith for his ef-

forts as the Balloonmeister for the 
Tigard Festival of Balloons.  Too bad 
the weather did not cooperate, but it 
was fun nonetheless to see many of 
you after a long off-season.  We did 
sneak in a balloon glow on Satur-
day night, after a local cell moved 
through the area.  Chris Whitfield 
was awarded the Brick Morgan 
Sportsmanship Award for his extra 
efforts during the Festival.  He and 
his loyal crew arrived extra early on 
Saturday evening for the night glow 
and setup his basket to allow kids of 
all ages to get up close and personal.   

With the chances of cancelling the 
glow very likely, Chris wanted to 
make sure that folks were able to at 
least get a chance for some kind of 
show.  Thanks Chris for the extra 
effort!

Finally, I never received any 
pros/cons from anyone regarding the 
proposed changes to our Bylaws.  So 
we will continue to move into the 
next step of discussing and voting on 
these changes during our next gener-
al member meeting.  I still welcome 
any comments during this period.  
Our next general member meeting 
will be in August. 

Gentle breezes,
Mark

Read more: www.gazettetimes.com/news/
local/article_d7194eaa-b826-11e0-930a-
001cc4c002e0.html#ixzz1TYjRpNYg
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society / June 2012

There wasn’t a general meeting or executive meeting in June. The Treasurer’s Report is below.

Savings

Beginning Balance $105.00  

Ending Balance $105.00  

Balance of Checking & Savings $1659.50 

Treasurers report for OSU Federal Credit Union:

Checking

Beginning BAL.  +$1589.46
Oregon Dept of Justice annual +10.00
  charities report & fees 
Final webmaster site fees - 39.96
Club Dues +15.00 

Ending Balance  +$1554.50

Submitted by:

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

On June 5th the Pacific 
Northwest lost one of our 
ballooning pioneers, Luana 
Sever. Many of you never 
had the opportunity to meet 
Luana, which is really sad. 
She was a woman of many 
talents and interests.

In the 1970’s Luana 
learned to fly a hot air bal-
loon. Not satisfied with just 
flying one, she decided it 
would be a good idea to 
learn how to do repairs. 

She flew down to New Mexico, took a repairman’s 
course, and got her certification from the FAA. In 1978 
she opened Go Lightly, Inc. out of her home in Tacoma, 
Washington. She rebuilt an old balloon and called it 
“Heron There.” 

Luana was very active in the ballooning community; 
she served as an officer for the Puget Sound Lighter Than 
Air Society and volunteered for the Northwest Balloon-
ing Association. She taught a lot of other people to fly, 
including her nephew, Rich Gallaher. She mentored Vic 
and Mandy Johnson in the repair business. They eventu-
ally bought Go Lightly from her. 

It was always fun to visit Luana’s repair station. She 
had a huge garage built with a double entry. You could 
drive in; drop off your balloon and then drive out the 
other side. But not everything was easy. You had to get 
your envelope down into her basement. We used a big 
garden cart to help with that process. 

Down in the basement you’d see a gorgeous wooden 
canoe hanging from the ceiling. Luana had built it. She 
also belonged to the Tacoma Weavers’ Guild for over 
50 years. Her loom was set up in their family room and 
her spindles of yarn were used as a wall divider. Above 
the staircase hung a bell collection. Luana said she knew 
there had been earth tremors before anyone else in town. 

Luana was a quiet, unassuming woman, but she had 
a quick wit, a quicker smile and an inquisitive spirit. She 
was generous with her time and talents. 

She will be missed. 
Rich Gallaher posted the following poem on his 

Facebook page:

Luana:
The winds have welcomed you with softness.
The sun has blessed you with his warm hands.
You have flown so high and so well
That God has joined you in laughter
And set you free.

Luana Sever Was A Fascinating Lady!
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Get Better 
Fast, Jim!

Our prayers 
go out toWAS 
Community Re-
lations volunteer 
and Tigard Fes-
tival of Balloons 
Balloonmeister, 

Jim Smith, who suffered a stroke on 
June 30th. 

Reports are that Jim’s spirits are 
high and has been receiving visitors 
in the hospital. Soon he will upgrad-
ed to a rehabilitation facility.

We look forward to sharing the 
skies with Jim again soon. He is a 
real asset to our ballooning commu-
nity.

What’s Coming Up?
Ballooning Events in the Pacific Northwest & Beyond

Happy Birthday
Steve Hays 7/10
Maureen Hancock 7/16
Jill Rafn 7/18
Terri Miller 7/23
Mark Trujillo 7/26

July 2012

July 20-22
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

July 28
Jefferson Mint Festival Fly-Out
Jefferson, OR
Contact: The LeDoux’s
541-327-2907

August 2012

August 18-19
Loose GooseV
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Cory Miller, 
503-510-1215
cmiller@bfa.net

August 24-26
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Rebecca or Cathy, Albany 
Visitors Association
800-526-2256 or 541-926-0911
www.cityofalbany.net/parks/nwaaf/

August 29 - September 2
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only

September 2012

September 1-3
Sequim Balloon Festival
Sequim, WA
Contact: 360-461-2202

September 7-9
5th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
& Wine Festival
Quincy, WA
[Invitation Only Event]
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795

September 7-9
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Pete Copeland, Exec. Dir., 
775-742-9385
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 28-30
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, Washington
Contact: Morgan
morgan@prosserballoonrally.org
509-713-2732

September 21-23
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA
Contact: Dave at (530) 643-1305

September 29
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
One Day Fly-Out
Contact: Monmouth-Independence 
Chamber of Commerce
503-838-4268

October 2012

October 6-14
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc.
1-888-422-7277

There will be a WAS 
General Meeting on 

Saturday, August 18 at 
2PM in McMininville. 
The exact location will 
be announced later. The 
meeting coincides with 
the Loose Goose rally. 

See you there!

༻༺
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We just attended the 28th annual 
Tigard Festival of Balloons in Tigard, 
Oregon.  We can sum it up in one 
word: 

RAIN
My creative writing instructor 

said it was OK to use big words oc-
casionally.

We arrived Thursday evening for 
the pilot’s check in and buffet dinner.   
It was been a beautiful day and we 
learned that a few balloons had made 
some media flights from the park 
that morning.  The evening was also 
pleasant but there were clouds on the 
horizon even if we couldn’t see them 
yet.

Although the rain did hold off 
Friday morning (at least until about 
9) the winds were from the south, 
which would have taken the balloons 
toward Portland and a complete 
dearth of landing areas.  The event 
will not launch with such winds.  
Four balloons did manage to stand up 
for a few minutes and Bill Woodhead 
flew the WWJD mini me balloon 
before the rain sent the balloonists 
scattering for shelter (and break-
fast.)  We got an invitation to attend 
the pilot/sponsor VIP dinner on the 
launch field before the scheduled 

evening balloon glow.  The dinner 
was wonderful, but the glow not so 
much.  It was cancelled even before 
dinner with the continuing rains.  We 
certainly did appreciate that the fes-
tival makes every effort to get more 
of us crew involved in the non-flying 
activities.  Giving each pilot 4 (or 
more) passes to the VIP dinner and 
inviting them to the check in din-
ner is a real plus for those of us who 
chase the pilot all over the west.

For Saturday, we set the alarm 
for… well, we’ll just say TDE…with 
summer just two days old dawn is 
early and dusk is late…with the hope 
the forecasts would be wrong.  At 
Oh-dark-hundred the alarm went off, 
the rain hit the roof, we went back to 
bed.  No, we didn’t get up, drive to 
the field, walk in the rain, walk back 
in the rain, drive back to the RV and 
go to bed…we just stayed in bed…I 
know, it’s bad crew technique, so 
fire me.  During the day the weather 
seemed to be improving…are those 
clouds moving south instead of 
north?  Maybe…but they still have 
plenty of moisture.  As the afternoon 
progressed, we were seeing some 
nice sun breaks, but the next shower 
would soon dash the hopes that the 
Saturday night glow would have any 
more success than Friday.  A late 
break in the weather DID allow for 

Tigard Festival of Balloons (??)
a balloon glow…well after we were 
in bed.  Sure glad it wasn’t a sucker 
hole.  Since much of Saturday was 
“dry” we hope that the festival got 
plenty of attendees to enjoy the many 
activities offered for the weekend.  
We heard they had over 70 teams en-
tered in the 6-v 6 soccer tournaments; 
and there was the carnival, food and 
vendor booths and free entertainment 
on two stages. 

We tried again on Sunday…
same result…alarm, rain, bed…we 
are sooooo bad.  As I write this, the 
soccer players are out there playing 
with abandon (and probably lots of 
slipping and sliding) and the big car 
show is setting up on the sadly un-
used launch field.  We will certainly 
be back next year…we’ll just think 
of it as a yearlong rain delay.  We 
want to thank the Tigard Chamber 
of Commerce, all the sponsors, and 
Jim Smith, balloonmiester (he prefers 
Director of Balloon Operations—
DBO?) for all the hard work and 
dedication to the event.  Everything 
was well planned and ready…too bad 
Mother didn’t want to cooperate this 
year.

Alan Brandt

Photos by Alan Brandt
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The joys of a new 
balloon...

New, shiny fabric; 
new clean basket 
runners; new, 
pristine white 
cables; and of 
course the new, 
tangled crown line.

Meet Firenze
Koh & Nanci Murai’s new balloon. First inflation was on July 1, 2012.

Ah-h, but the end 
result was a perfect 
inflation of a 
beautiful balloon.

Photos by Shari Gale
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Better yet was the first flight of Firenze on July 4, 2012.

Koh took up his daughter, Laura, and wife, Nanci, on this first flight.

Top photos by Shari Gale. Photo at left by Mark Trujillo.
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July Quick Quiz
1)  Which precaution should be 
exercised if confronted with the 
necessity of having to land a balloon 
when the air is turbulent?
 A) Land in the center of the largest 
available field.  
 B) Land in the trees to absorb shock 
forces, thus cushioning the landing.  
 C) Land in any available lake close to 
the upwind shore.  
 
2)  What constitutes the payload of a 
balloon?
 A) Total gross weight.  
 B) Total weight of passengers, cargo, 
and fuel.  
 C) Weight of the aircraft and equipment.  
 
3) The term “weigh-off’’ means to 
determine the
 A) standard weight and balance of the 
balloon.  
 B) amount of gas required for an ascent 
to a preselected altitude.  
 C) static equilibrium of the balloon as 
loaded for flight.  
 
 4) The initial temperature at which 
propane boils is
 A) +32 °F.  
 B) -60 °F.  
 C) -44 °F.  
 
 5)  If ample propane is available, within 
which temperature range will propane 
vaporize sufficiently to provide enough 
pressure for burner operation during 
flight?
 A) 0 to 30 °F.  
 B) 30 to 90 °F.  
 C) 10 to 30 °F.  
 
 6) While in flight, ice begins forming on 
the outside of the fuel tank in use. This 
would most likely be caused by
 A) vaporized fuel instead of liquid fuel 
being drawn from the tank into the main 
burner.  
 B) a leak in the fuel line.  
 C) water in the fuel.  
 
 7)  Determine the maximum payload 
for a balloon flying at 2,500 feet at an 
ambient temperature of 91 °F.
 A) 420 pounds.  
 B) 465 pounds.  
 C) 505 pounds.  

 
 8)  The part of a balloon that bears the 
entire load is the
 A) load tapes (or cords).  
 B) envelope material.  
 C) envelope seams.  
 
 9)  What is one procedure for relighting 
the burner while in flight?
 A) Open another tank valve, open the 
regulator or blast valve, and light the 
main jets with reduced flow.  
 B) Open the regulator or blast valve full 
open and light the pilot light.  
 C) Close the tank valves, vent the fuel 
lines, reopen the tank valves, and light 
the pilot light.  
 
 10)  The minimum size a launch site 
should be is at least
 A) 100 feet for every 1 knot of wind.  
 B) twice the height of the balloon.  
 C) 500 feet on the downwind side.  
 
 11)  What is a recommended ascent 
upon initial launch?
 A) Maximum ascent to altitude to avoid 
low-level thermals.  
 B) A moderate-rate ascent to determine 
wind directions at different levels.  
 C) Shallow ascent to avoid flashbacks 
of flames as the envelope is cooled.  
 

 12)  What is the relationship of false lift 
with the wind?
 A) False lift does not exist if the surface 
winds are calm.  
 B) False lift decreases as the wind 
accelerates the balloon.  
 C) False lift increases as the wind 
accelerates the balloon.  
 
 13)  What causes false lift which 
sometimes occurs during launch 
procedures?
 A) Closing the maneuvering vent too 
rapidly.  
 B) Excessive temperature within the 
envelope.  
 C) Venturi effect of the wind on the 
envelope.  
 
 14)  In hot air balloons, propane 
is preferred to butane or other 
hydrocarbons because it
 A) has a lower boiling point.  
 B) is slower to vaporize.  
 C) is less volatile.  
 
 15)  Extra credit!  What would cause a 
gas balloon to start a descent if a cold air 
mass is encountered and the envelope 
becomes cooled?
 A) The contraction of the gas.  
 B) A density differential.  
 C) A barometric pressure differential.  
 

Answers can be found on page 11
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For Sale
Firefly 8B-15 Hot Air Balloon  (N2206F) Total Time 128.6  

• Equipped with 4.9 Basket and T-3 Burner with four Worthington tanks.  Basket has near 700 hours 
and has been well maintained.  Hoses replaced in June of 2006.

• Includes drop line and fire extinguisher.  Comes with Hurricane fan with 8 HP Honda engine and 
new cage.

• Includes 6.5 X 12  steel enclosed trailer with curb door and rear 
entry “barn” doors.  Trailer has electric jack and comes with hitch lock 
and “Big Stick” wheel lock system.  Includes electric brakes and two 
good tires and new spare.

• Also included:  Balloon Works tether harness and tether rope system. 
Tarps included. Includes helium tank and nitrogen tank and 
delivery system.  Also include TBW quick refuel adapter.

$15,000  package deal only.  Delivery possible

Contact Mike Layman (503) 367-2999 or mikebfa@aol.com

Two STS AV7600VOR Handheld Aircraft Radios
In working order
Each radio measures 7½” tall, 2 5/8” wide & 
 1 5/8” deep, and weighs 21oz.
Includes AC wall chargers
Magnetic vehicle antenna
wrist strap
carrying case
3 NiCad battery packs
manual 

If interested contact Tim Gale
503-366-0608
timgale2@gmail.com
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by Gordon Schwontkowski
Crew Chief  Corner

Ask any balloonist if crew should be 
present for their pilot’s final landing and 
you’ll get a strong opinion either way. 
Ballooning has no formal or expressed 
expectation for crew to be there on land-
ing. That’s the official FAA position, 
that’s how pilots are trained, and it’s 
always been that way. Lately, however, 
that position is melting under the intense 
heat of reasoned scrutiny.

Those who don’t see any need for 
crew on landing have some solid argu-
ments. The FAA requires all pilots to 
be capable of landing in any conditions 
without outside assistance. One person 
commands the balloon – period. A pilot 
who can’t land has no business launch-
ing at all. Without formal training, 
enthusiastic crew might interfere, do the 
wrong thing, or create problems where 
none would have arisen. It’s not always 
possible for crew to be there; traffic, 
wrong turns, changing winds, or landing 
early can thwart a crew’s best efforts. 
And crew racing to potential landing 
sites may drive recklessly, endangering 
others and creating bad PR. 

For others, that’s neither convinc-
ing nor the whole story. Those who 
favor crew being present on landing 
suggest confusing legal command with 
operational realities compounds or even 
causes trouble on landing, and their 
arguments are quite persuasive:
• In any branch of aviation, take-off 

and landing are the most critical 
maneuvers; in ballooning, landing 
is #1. The vast majority of acci-
dents and injuries occur on landing. 
According to one insurance survey, 
accidents involving bodily injury on 
hard landings occur twice as often as 
damage to equipment or even power 
line strikes. This trend sadly con-
tinues a 225-year tradition; a rough 
landing on the Montgolfier’s famous 
first flight broke the rooster’s beak 
and injured the sheep’s leg. That 

tradition needs to end now.
• The leading factor in accidents in 

wind. Surface winds often speed 
up, slow down, stop, turn, or even 
reverse. Crew onsite can radio their 
pilot surface conditions prior to 
landing which can factor into how or 
even whether to land at that site.

• Landing approaches put the balloon 
closest to power lines, trees, build-
ings, and the ground. Potential risks 
increase, and the closest first re-
sponders able to handle your balloon 
and any trouble is most often your 
crew.

• Crew can confirm the quality of a 
landing site. A pilot might not see 
what can rule a landing site out: 
power lines, livestock beneath trees, 
standing water, locked gates, hostile 
landowners, etc. Better yet, crew 
may find a site a low-flying pilot 
might not see at all.

• Getting landowner permission 
before landing is often beneficial 
and sometimes necessary. In case of 
“NO!” a pilot can better spend time 
and fuel flying on.

• Crew can create landing options 
the do-it-alone pilot doesn’t have: 
weight-on, drop-line, walk-out, etc. 
Stopping traffic or clearing crowds 
may open up potential sites. Low 
fuel/daylight, changing weather, or 
mechanical trouble may demand 
landing NOW.

• Landings overwork a pilot as is – 
ask any pilot what preparing for 
landing involves. A single oversight 
or distraction often spells the differ-
ence between safety and anything 
less. Ground handling/deflation, 
crowd control, unloading passen-
gers, or other tasks often compete 
for pilot attention under the best 
conditions – under the worst, extra 
hands who know your equipment 
and what’s needed is a godsend.

• Landing injuries may need immedi-
ate medical attention or care. Many 
crew have more first aid training 
than their pilot. Your truck provides 
shelter from heat/cold and is better 
equipped (first aid kit, blanket, wa-
ter, ability to transport to hospital) 
than your balloon.

• Most importantly, crew serve as 
a pilot’s redundancy. Though not 
always needed, safety calls for hav-
ing a back-up in place. The FAA and 
every manufacturer know the safety 
value of redundancy – ironic that the 
pilot is the only balloon component 
that has none!
Safety requires accommodating 

both positions. The pilot still retains full 
“command” and direct responsibility 
and final authority regarding all flight 
operations. There’s no challenge to or 
relinquishing that command – period. 
It’s not about stealing a pilot’s thunder; 
it’s about making sure no one gets taken 
out by lightning. And a knowledgeable, 
skilled, and proactive crew can only do 
that by being in position when needed: 
nearby, close but out front, or even at the 
landing site ahead of time. 

Does this encourage crew driving 
recklessly, speeding, and trespassing? 
Just the opposite. Crew expected to be 
there at landing or nearby often plan 
their route and options more thoroughly, 
drive more carefully, and fully consider 
landowner relations issues. Sure, crew 
can’t be there at every single landing, 
but making the effort (safely and le-
gally) will most often get you there with 
little or no difficulty. Sometimes it just 
doesn’t happen, and that’s OK too. No 
blame – congratulate yourself on your 
cautious conduct instead.

Afraid that crew will interfere with 
or complicate landing? That’s a non-
issue if your pilot trains you well. Pilots 

Being There On Landing

continued on page 10
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make some of the best teachers, and if 
yours successfully taught you how to 
launch safely, s/he can teach you how 
to safely assist a landing as well. True, 
it’s simpler to teach launch skills under 
controlled conditions. Landing skills 
come mostly from actual landings and 
tethers (a whole season of landings po-
tentially squeezed into 1-2 hours). Is it a 
coincidence that most accidents/injuries 
occur when crew are NOT present and 
involved? You decide.

Passive behavior in any activity – 
especially flying - invites risk. “Because 
we’ve always done it this way” is not a 
reason to stand by idly or drive up late 
when trouble is most likely to occur. 
Such reasoning in other disciplines has 
never withstood scrutiny or the test of 
time; more pragmatic views and tech-
niques that fit the facts drive forward 
progress (and safety). You’ve actively 
promoted safety at every flight stage un-

til now – why stop just before landing? 
You can’t find more qualified special-
ists who know your pilot, equipment, 
flying area, and local conditions better 
than crew. No one else committed to 
safety – FAA reps, insurance provid-
ers, instructors, equipment manufac-
turers, safety seminar organizers – is 
within hours or miles of your landing 
site. It’s clear who safety is up to and 
who the agent of change must be – the 
only question is “What are you going 
to do about it?”

While crew-assisted landings may 
make some pilots uncomfortable, the 
reality is they happen all the time. 
Expecting crew to be nearby or present 
on landing isn’t as outrageous as some 
pilots would suggest. Many top US 
and international competition, cor-
porate, and commercial pilots expect 
their crew to be prepared, positioned, 
and watching for a place to assist when 
possible, needed, or requested – of-
ten with little or no prompting. This 
crew role can perhaps promote safety 

more than any regulation, equipment, 
or technique might, provided your pilot 
and crew decide and agree on specifics 
before each flight. 

Landing is often safer and easier 
overall when crew are present or nearby. 
Every pilot and crew should weigh the 
benefits and risks of their expectations 
against their skills, equipment, condi-
tions, flying environment, and situation. 
Reassure your pilot you’ll assist when 
needed and not micro-manage their 
flight or challenge their command. Crew 
often serve as invaluable redundancy on 
landing – wise to have on hand but not 
always called into play. 

Being There On Landing
Continued from page 9

Answers to the
July Quick Quiz:

From page 8:  1A, 2B, 3C, 4C, 5B, 
6A, 7C, 8A, 9A, 10A, 11B, 12B, 
13C, 14A, 15A

༻༺
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2012 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
The first flight of Koh & Nanci Murai’s new balloon Firenze on July 4, 2012. 

Photo by Mark Trujillo.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


