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WAS President’s Letter

2012 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Mark Trujillo  Chris Whitfield

 
Secretary / Treasurer 
Jason Fast  

 
Newsletter Editor  Youth Programs 
Shari Gale  Cory Miller 

Community Relations 
Jim Smith 

FORUM Information
subscribe email:  downwindsubscribe@yahoo.groups.com

Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Submitted by:

 Jason Fast
WAS Secretary/Treasurer

Sept 25, 2012

Treasurer’s report for OSU Federal Credit Union:
Beginning BAL.  +$1554.50
   State of Oregon - 50.00
non-profit corporation
renewal & registration fee

Ending Balance  +$1504.50

Savings/Overdraft Protection (min. bal. $5.00)

Beginning Balance $105.00

Ending Balance $105.00
 
Balance of Checking & $1659.50 
Savings

Personal note from your Secretary Treasurer,

After giving it considerable thought I have made the 
decision to decline any further nomination to the office 
of Secretary/Treasurer or any other WAS office at this 
time.  It was my pleasure to assist in the operation of the 
club for the last three, or is it four years, and work with 
an exceptional E-board to make this a better club for the 
majority of its members. But, the pleasure has diminished 
and the stress has increased thus outweighing my volun-
teer spirit for now. I wish to lower the stress and increase 
the Joy of Ballooning. So I encourage others to take the 
lead and make this club what you expect it to be and I 
wish for the club to have a unified content and increased 
following.

Thank you WAS members for all of your help and 
support over the years, it has been a pleasure to serve.

See you in the air!

 Jason Fast
Pilot of Rising ‘Son’

Because 
of our busy 
flying sched-
ules, I have 
received 
feedback that 
now is not 
a good time 
to engage 
in changing 
the Bylaws 
since this 

will limit folks from attending WAS 
meetings to discuss pros and cons.  
As a result of many email exchanges 
on this subject, I have decided it is 
in the best interest of WAS to kill 
the current proposal of changing the 
Bylaws.  As I write this article, there 
is still a general WAS meeting sched-
uled for the 29th of September in 
Salem to discuss other WAS business 
matters, so by the time you read this 
article, there would have been a WAS 
meeting to launch a crew recognition 
program and other matters.  Looking 
forward, the next WAS general meet-
ing will be held at the Cascade Grill 
in Albany on Saturday, October 20th. 
This will be a no host dinner, which 
will begin at 6:00 pm, followed by a 
presentation from a local landowner 
at 7:00 pm.  There is also going to be 
a surprise announcement you will not 
want to miss.

In wrapping up the year, we have 
come to that time where elections 
will be held for the WAS leadership 
positions.  I would like to announce 
that I will not be seeking re-election 
for President, and would encourage 
you to submit nominations for this 
office.  I will be glad to serve in my 
duties as the Past-President to pro-
vide any support needed by our new 
President.  Chris Whitfield and Jason 
Fast have decided to step down from 
their roles as Vice President and Sec-
retary/Treasurer respectively.  Please 

also consider nominating someone or 
nominate yourself for these offices 
too.  Nominations will be accepted 
through the month of October, so that 
we can include the candidates in the 
November newsletter.  Elections will 
be held in December in accordance 
with our Bylaws.  Yes, absentee bal-
lots are allowed.  All nominations 
should be submitted to our current 
Vice President, Chris Whitfield.

In closing, I would like to recog-
nize the following pilots for partici-
pating in the Landowner Apprecia-
tion Flights:  Jason Fast, Ron Grove, 

Carrie Hannemen, Randall Fuehrer, 
Michael Layman, Marianne LeDoux, 
Koh Murai, Chris Whitfield and Ron 
and Sandy Grove for all their hard 
work in planning for this event.  This 
was one of the most rewarding flights 
I had all year, and we have erased 
two red zones as a result.  Thank you 
to all for your participation and sup-
port.

Gentle breezes,

Mark

WAS Officers Needed for 2013
Contact WAS Vice President, Chris Whitfield, if you are 
interested or to nominate someone else. Send an 
e-mail to Chris at: cdwhitfield73@gmail.com

September 29, 2012 General meeting minutes:

Members attending were: Mark and Kris Trujillo, 
Chris Whitfield, Jason and Janice Fast, Raschelle Bar-
kume, Michelle Goldsmith, Bob and Marianne LeDoux.

 Meeting called to order at 2:09 pm by President 
Mark.

Motion to approve previous minutes by Chris, second 
by Marianne, passed.

Mark Discussed the bylaws changes proposed by the 
E-board and indicated that there will be no action taken 
this year and the all proposals to the bylaws have been 
cancelled as this was all in discussion by the E-board and 
the club and no motions were made as to their implemen-
tation.

It was moved by Marianne and seconded by Kris that 
we develop a crew recognition reward.  Each WAS pilot 
in good standing will be eligible to nominate one crew 
member for a random drawing, where the winner will 
receive a membership in BFA and WAS for one calendar 
year.  WAS will pay the BFA dues on behalf of the win-
ner, and will waive the WAS membership dues for one 
year.  Nominations will be taken in November, and the 
winner will be announced during the Christmas party in 
December. 

Discussion was brought up about a donation in 
memory of Beth Miller.

It was moved by Michelle, second by Kris to donate 
$50.00 to ovarian cancer institute/research from WAS.

Jim Smith and Bill Dewhurst’s health issues were dis-
cussed.  WAS received a request for donations, as there is 

a need to help cover in medical expenses, as it was indi-
cated that Jim and Bill’s medical expenses were mount-
ing.  A motion was made by Janice that WAS donate 
$100.00 each directly to members Jim Smith and Bill 
Dewhurst to assist with mounting medical costs, showing 
our support to them.  Motion Seconded by Bob, Passed.

Next Month’s meeting is October 20 at the Cascade 
Grill in Albany.

No host dinner at 6 pm and meeting at 7 pm.
Our speaker/discussion will be with Brian Glaser—a 

local farmer that has agreed to talk with the group.
Be thinking of questions for this great opportunity.

Good of the order:
Some fun discussion with Bob and Marianne about 

them building a new balloon this winter to replace their 
recently departed “Sew lite” 

Discussion on a flying event during the August 2017 
eclipse of the sun, this is predicted to go nearly over the 
field of dreams so mark your calendars to avoid conflicts!

Motion to adjourn by Raschelle, second by Kris, 
passed

Meeting adjourned at 2:57 pm.  
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We arrived Wednesday afternoon 
before the start of the 31st annual 
The Great Reno Balloon race as we 
had to make our RV reservations 
before finding out if Alan would sign 
up for the Thursday media flights.  
Turned out he didn’t sign up this 
year so we got a “free” day.  Wednes-
day afternoon was a bit cloudy with 
some breezes, but the forecast kept 
saying weather would be improv-
ing throughout the rest of our time 
here.  As the evening progressed the 
wind began to pick up and by 8 pm 
was making so much noise in the 
RV we had to keep turning up the 
TV volume.  By midnight, rain (with 
thunder and lightning) had started 
but everything seemed to be clearing 
a little after 3 am.

Crazy as we are we decided to 
head down to the launch field in the 
morning to watch whatever activities 
might occur for the media flights.  Of 
course, being our day off, we were 
there without badges, jumpsuits, 
gloves or any other crewing necessi-
ties.  Just a camera, jacket and cup of 
coffee…this was the technique that 
Mark and Bobbie Thornton used at 
Prosser (Ca.) this year.  I think they 
may be on to something there…life 
is good.  The weather did seem to be 
improving with light winds, but still 
plenty of clouds drifting over from 
the Sierras.  Everything was put on 
hold for a time to give many of the 
pilots time to get back off the field 
for an early breakfast or more sleep.  
A nice sucker hole opened and two 
balloons got launched and many of 

the special shapes began to inflate 
(the shark, stage coach, lady bug 
and Lord Vader.)  Of course as more 
balloons began setting up the clouds 
thickened and a light rain began.  At 
that point most of the others chose 
to inflate to help dry things out (the 
rain didn’t last long) and provide a 
few tethered rides to the assembled 
media.  As the afternoon wore on we 
learned that Alan was in transit after 
having to replace two trailer tires and 
getting hung up in some traffic con-
trol due to a fire near Honey Lake.  
Maybe we’ll meet up with him on the 
field in the morning.

Friday was a perfect morning.  
With (very) light winds and just a 
few clouds.  We had some of our 
regular crew not being able to make 
it out for the flight and suddenly 
my wife, Linda, noticed that we 
would be flying with an all female 
crew!  A first for me but they quickly 
“whipped” me into order.  The crew 
was awesome and had us in the air 
early (by our normal standards) about 
half way through the 
mass ascension.  There 
were quite a few passes 
on the field target but 
even more pilots com-
plaining about the Reno 
Vortex.  A very large 
number of balloons 
were able to circle and 
return to the field, but 
crossing over the target 
was another thing.  
Mothra made the great 
circle route and after 

almost 1 ½ hours returned to the 
field where we were able to initiate 
another new aeronaut before head-
ing over to the Bonanza casino for a 
very nice buffet brunch.  The rest of 
the afternoon was spent napping and 
sorting through our pictures…about 
500 between Linda and her sister 
who was also on the flight.

Saturday was scheduled with a 
glow show and dawn patrol flights.  
Linda’s sister was interested in see-
ing the whole show so we set the 
alarms for…well let’s just say it 
wasn’t “Oh Dark Thirty”, but more 
like “OMG! Dark Thirty.”  The glow 
show was fun with the finale being 
“Dueling Balloons.”  Some balloons 
were to glow for the banjo music and 
some for the guitar.  The dawn patrol 
pilots did a great job and with the 
very light winds again all returned to 
the field before the mass ascension 
.  With even more crew this morning 
we were up and away even earlier 
than on Friday…great work crew!  
The winds weren’t nearly as steer-
able this morning and most balloons 
headed slowly north were there was 
one busy target, but only a few were 
able to get back the field.  We head 
out to pick up the big bug when Alan 
called that he was parked on the 
street with a rather unhappy police 
officer…”You can’t park there” was 
her complaint.  Once we made it 
through the traffic…I think there was 

extra traffic as the football tailgaters 
were trying to get to the stadium 
for the first UNR home game.  We 
were able to walk Alan up to an 
open parking lot and quickly pack 
up the balloon.  Returning to field 
we had another first flight ceremony 
before some of the group headed 
down for the hosted tailgate party 
on the field and some of us headed 
back to bed.  Someone can send us 
pictures from the Sunday Glow and 
Dawn Patrol, I think we’ll just make 
it out for the flights.  I did have to 
talk with the management of the RV 
park where we are staying as Alan 
had just clipped the top of the fence 
as be put Mothra down in the street.  
The park handyman took a look at 
the damage, added a few screws and 
pronounced it good…no need to call 
the insurance company today.  It was 
definitely a nap day as we listened to 
a few raindrops that spattered around 
the RV in the afternoon.

Sunday morning…just an Oh 
Dark Thirty morning for us…seemed 
like another great morning.  We ar-
rived at the field just as Dawn Patrol 
was lifting off.  It became quickly 
apparent that there were some fast 
winds aloft as the balloons rather 
quickly disappeared over the ridges 
to the North.  Katie put the field on 
hold while we waited to see what af-
fect the sun might have on the winds.  
The flag was flown on a tethered 
balloon as the A6 trainer flyover was 

The Great Reno Balloon Race – 2012 GRB
continued from page 4

Continued on page 5

performed.  The field was closed to 
flying due to the ever increasing up-
per winds, but light winds right on 
the field allowed for about half of the 
balloons to inflate and tether much to 
the delight of the assembled crowd 
(and probably the vendors, too.)  I 
did enjoy Pencil H—umm—Boy’s 
mirrored sun glasses with the reflec-
tions of many balloons…very nice, 
Jay.  I really enjoyed watching all 
the folks having their picture taken 
with their arms out stretched hold-
ing up the “World Balloon”…Atlas 
would have enjoyed the break from 
his labors.  I want to thank Tom and 
Jeanne for inviting our crew to their 
tailgate before most headed over to 
the awards luncheon and we headed 
back for another nap…can’t have too 
many of those.

Although we missed a couple of 
flying days this year (first for us in 
the seven years we’ve been attend-
ing) it was still a great event.  We 
always have a wonderful time see-
ing many more of our friends at a 
single event rather than spreading it 
out over the entire year.  Our thanks 
to Katie Griggs, balloonmiester, all 
the volunteers, sponsors, pilots, and 
crews for a fun (and wind) filled 
weekend.  And I appreciated no des-
ert retrievals this year also.  Special 
mention should also be made of Dana 
Thornton taking 3rd place for the 
second year in a row…hey, I think 
his autograph should be worth more 
than the $2.00 they were charging.

Alan Brandt

Photo by Linda Brandt

The photo above of Alan & Jen Sanderson was 
taken by Linda Brandt, as are the other photos on 
this page. 

Photo by Carol Woodman
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HERE’S A SAMPLING OF SOME OF THE EXTRAS YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM: 
 
Hyperlife™ or DiamondWeave™ Fabric Upgrades, Custom Artwork, Special Cuts,  
Rotation Vents, Gentex™ Scoop Liner, Basket Size Upgrade, Banner Velcro, and Many, 
Many Other Options!  
 

ADD YOUR CHOICE OF OPTIONS UP TO A RETAIL VALUE OF: 
$1,500 on model size 56-77 

$1,800 on model size 90-105 
$2,100 on model size 120 

 

Need a larger balloon? We will create a custom special for 
models 150 and above! 

 

These fantastic offers end November 15, 2012 or when all available production slots are 
filled.  Don’t miss out, contact your local Lindstrand Representative today and you can 

be flying your new Lindstrand before you know it!     

Lindstrand Balloons USA  11440 Dandar Street  Galena, IL  61036 
P  815-777-6006   F 815-777-6004    E-Mail  support@lindstrand.com 

www.lindstrand.com       

Lindy is offering some great deals on new systems or 
envelope-only purchases.  Just check this out: 

                 Meet Belinda, Lindy's Little Sister! 
                 Belinda has a special offer for all balloonists ordering  
                 new balloons during the Fall Special. 
 
In addition to the Fall Special, you may have a 12 foot cancer 
ribbon of your choice added to your parachute as an overlay 
at no cost. Simply make a donation of any size to the cancer 
charity of your choice.  
 
While Belinda is partial to pink, there are 25 
cancers that have their own ribbons of  
support.  You can put a ribbon on your  
balloon as your tribute to the survivors,  
the warriors and the caregivers in your life. 

FOR THE 
LATEST  

LINDSTRAND 
FIESTA 
NEWS! 

 

2012 was the 5th edition of the 
Quincy Valley Hot Air Balloon Festi-
val, which is held the same weekend 
as the Farmer Consumer Awareness 
Day. It bills itself as the “best small 
town hot air balloon event in the 
Pacific Northwest.” No one attending 
this rally would dispute that claim!

The balloons take off from Twin 
First Turf, a huge turf farm, a few 
miles out of town. There are abun-
dant landing sites in every direction 
(just make sure you don’t fly so long 
that you end up in the roadless foot-
hills).

The flying was perfect on Friday 
and Saturday mornings. The night-
glow was blown out and no one even 
attempted to drag his or her equip-
ment out on Sunday morning. Storms 
were brewing.

The crowd that had gathered at 
the farm on Saturday night was not 
left without vivid memories even 
through the balloons could not glow. 

Quincy: Ballooning with a Bang!
Tim Gale and Stephanie Hughes both 
tried to inflate. The winds were just 
too strong, but the crowd was able to 
see why it was an impossible task.

The crowd was still entertained 
by Steve Sogura, an excellent Elvis 
impersonator, and a huge firework 
show put on by the Northwest Pyro-
technics Association (NPA). 

The NPA is made up of both 
professional and amateurs from 
all over the Northwest, including 
Canada. Their goal was to impress 
each other as much as impress the 
spectators. Kemp Lindsey described 
the fireworks display as a two-hour 
show crammed into a little over 20 
minutes. It was extremely intense. It 
took our breath away! 

We are looking forward to the 
rally in Quincy next year. It’s bound 
to be a lot of fun and possibly a quite 
explosive on at least one night!

Shari Gale

The NPA members spent hours and hours setting up the py-
rotecnics.  What you see above was only a very small part 
of the fire power ready to be unleashed Saturday night.

Sunday morning we found all of this in one section of our 
launch field. Luckily, Kent Bacon, owner of Twin Fir Farms, 
has a “grass sweeper” that would quickly clean up the 
debris.

The serenity of the balloons were in sharp con-
trast to the intensity of the firework display. Chris 
and Jennifer Whitfield, accommpanied by Jason 
and Janice Fast, came to the Quincy Valley Hot 
Air Balloon Festival for the first time this year. 
They were one of only 12 balloons to participate 
in this exclusive event. Chis is pictured above 
piloting his balloon Heaven Bound. The photo 
and all others on this page were taken by Shari 
or Tim Gale.

Kong • 503-819-5664
Vic • 206-915-2002

Mandy • 253-638-9696
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the weather could not have been 
more cooperative as compared to the 
rain and wind we have encountered 
far too often this year.

We arrive an extra day early this 
year to meet up with our other early 
arriving crew for a couple of relaxing 
days visiting without the incessant 
noise of the early morning alarm 
clocks.  The weather was quite warm 
with breezy afternoons, but certainly 
cool, calm mornings.

Friday was a great day for fly-
ing.  The winds were certainly light 
and variable and it seemed that each 
100’ layer was moving in a different 
direction.  Many pilots made return 
flights to the field…of course, Dana 
Thornton made two returns.  Mothra 
with Alan, Terri and our passen-
gers, an 88 year young grandmother 
and her son-in-law used the great 
circle route around Montague before 
returning to the field where we were 
able to share Paul Heiken’s tarp for 
a quick pack up.   A hot air balloon 
ride had been on her bucket list for 
some time and we were thrilled to 
be a part of that.  I’m sure at the rate 
she is going she’ll be able to add a 
few more things to the list.  I know 
there will be a lot of stories at the 
retirement center where she is liv-
ing in Redding.   I finally got to try 

using a Squeeze—EZ…I like it…I 
need to find a place to pack one in the 
chase truck, Godzilla.  We adjourned 
to our encampment for the first flight 
ceremony and a wonderful tailgate 
brunch which we finally got Adrian 
Head and his crew to join.  While 
some of the crew headed into town 
for a Wal-Mart excursion, napping 
was the key for the afternoon for 
many of our crew.

We had decided to attend the 
Rotary Chicken Bar-b-que dinner and 
entertainment in Montague.  It has 
always been a great meal and won-
derful show.  Unfortunately, the meal 
left us hungry and a bit frustrated as 
they ran out of chicken before all the 
tables had been served and we had 
to try to fill up on salad and beans.  
There seemed to be a lot of confu-
sion about what to do; and in the end 
pretty much nothing was done.  The 
night’s entertainment certainly did 
not disappoint.  The folk music duo, 
Jive Mountain, was fantastic and we 
all enjoyed their renditions of old 
(and older) classics.  Perhaps we will 
give the crew/pilot potluck dinner in 
Yreka a shot next year, but I sincere-
ly hope that the Rotary club will be 
able to figure out what went wrong 
and get it back on track for next year.

Saturday…and back to flying 
and fun.  This is our busiest balloon 
day of the season.  The morning 
was again perfect for flying.  After 
the launching of the colors with the 
National Anthem we set about to 
launch our assigned passengers, a lo-
cal boy and his grandfather, and one 
of the grandchildren of our Redding 
crew who had come up to learn about 
ballooning (and early mornings) and 
“maybe” get a flight.  While Alan 
floated around (but not over) the field 
I had some time to talk with a group 
from the Escapees RV group who 
was parked right next to our launch 
site.  Seems this group had been com-
ing for the event for several years, 
but always staying at the property 

of one of the 
members…
His last name 
is Montague…
yep, related.  
We met him 
once on a trip 
to Nevada, 
but that story 
is too long to 
type, so you’ll 
have to ask 
me someday.  
One particular 
member, Patty, 
was totally…I 
and do mean 
totally…excit-
ed by the whole process.  She wanted 
to know it all (and “get a ride?”)  I 
signed her up to help us where she 
could…I couldn’t promise a ride…
and suggested she talked with volun-
teer liaison to see if any other pilots 
might need extra crew.  After some-
thing more than an hour Alan landed 
in a field next to the Montague 
Farmer’s Market in downtown much 
to the delight of the assembled sellers 
and buyers.  One couple who came 
over to take pictures had been at 
the launch field and had talked with 
a nice red-headed lady from Texas 
about the balloons.  That would have 
been one of our crew, Terri Miller, 
I told them…it’s a small world in 
Montague.  After swapping out a fuel 

The one word for today is

…Fabulous…

Montague Balloon Faire – 2012 

Continuted on page 8

tank and one grandkid for the other, 
Alan headed back toward the field.  
Another 45 minutes later Mothra had 
landed on the other side of the Escap-
ees group about 100 meters from our 
launch site.  Of course, our enthu-
siastic new crew member was there 
immediately to help.  After a quick 
pack up, Patty wanted to know what 
else she could do.  I 
pointed to our encamp-
ment and suggested 
that she could help 
with getting us ready 
for the parade…she 
was there in a flash.

This really be-
came crunch time as 
we tried to get first 
flight ceremonies 
completed, get some 
brunch eaten, and change Godzilla 
into the flag ship of the Pirates of 
Mothra who were returning this year 
after a 5 year voyage of pillage and 
plunder.  We got it all done (except 
maybe for the eating part) and with 
Patty and the grandkid passengers all 
dressed as pirates headed into town 
for the parade.  The parade is always 
the highlight of the weekend with 
all 4 blocks of town filled with kids 
(and adults) holding bags to store the 
candy being thrown by the floats…
don’t they know that Halloween is 
only a month away?  We made a stop 
at the judging stand glasses of chilled 
champagne were provided to the 
judges…we won’t call it a bribe, but 

a peace offering…but whatever, it 
worked and we were awarded “Best 
Specialty Float.”  I’ve always known 
we were “special.”

The day is not yet over, although 
it is getting close for me.  With the 
wind picking up and some weather 
(20% chance of rain) we put Godzilla 
back into chase truck form and 
packed the balloon into the trailer 
just in case.  In the evening some of 
the crew enjoyed the outdoor steak 
dinner next to the launch field but not 

sure if anyone par-
ticipated in the “sock 
hop.”  It has been 
many years since the 
weather cooperated to 
allow a real balloon 
glow and this year 
was no exception.  
The show went on as 
a candle glow, flicker, 
whatever you’d like to 
call it and it seemed to 

go on for a long time…Whew, it was 
definitely time for bed.

As it turned out the weather 
precautions were unnecessary as the 
morning dawned cloudy, warmer, 
but still pretty much no wind.  As we 
pulled into our launch site our new, 
enthusiastic crew member came run-
ning over yelling “I got the Golden 
Ticket” (remember Willie Wonka?)  
Seems our scheduled passengers had 
cancelled and with no one else to 
schedule the organizers gave Patty a 
ticket to fly.  I immediately put her 
to work and 
gave her the 
windy side of 
the throat.  If 

Montague
continued from page 7

you’re gonna play, you gotta pay as 
they say.  The crew only flight lasted 
about an hour, but, alas, did not end 
back on the field…very few did.  
Alan was able to land in a grassy, but 
very wet school yard.  We were able 
to quickly move him into an open 
parking lot for a quick pack up.  As 
we were packing up we discovered 
that we had landed across the street 
from our young passenger of yester-
day…its that small town thing again 
here in Montague.  We invited all the 
Escapees down for Patty’s initiation 
and they had a ball…many pictures 
taken and when she started to tear 
up from her joy, there weren’t too 
many dry eyes around.  As it turned 
out the Escapee group (Chapter 39, 
I believe) had so much fun that they 
were planning on contacting the bal-
loon faire about being a sponsor next 
year!  We already have an FMCA 
chapter as a balloon sponsor (West-
ern Bus Nuts…we flew their banner) 
so another RV group getting into the 
mix should be wonderful.

Our thanks to everyone who 
made (makes) this event so special 
and our favorite every year.  We have 
to cogitate on next year’s parade plan 
and maybe the theme will be an-
nounced more than three days before 
we leave for Reno.  Looking for-
ward to seeing all our old and NEW 
friends next year.

Alan Brandt

Photos in on this page and page 7 by Linda Brandt
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The 23rd Annual Great Prosser 
Balloon Rally has generated a lot of 
buzz in the photography world as 
well as within the ballooning com-
munity. It seemed that every other 
spectator had a high-end camera and 
tripod. On both Friday and Satur-
day morning as we drove across the 
bridge to the launch field, a good 
hour before the schedule launch, 
there were people already setting up 
their camera equipment and staking 
out a prime location for taking splash 
‘n’ dash photos. 

Once the balloons were in the 
air the spectators on the bridge were 

three to four deep on each side. On 
Saturday empty field beside the 
river was packed with spectators, 
many with tripods, even though the 
property is fenced and marked no 
trespassing. Ron Grove played a little 
joke on the bridge crowd when he 
sprinkled bottled water on them as he 
flew overhead. He was greeted with 
squeals of delight and surprise.

We were blessed with three 
perfect days for flying, and even 

the Night Glow went off without a 
problem. In fact, the event enjoyed 
the largest crowd they have ever had 
at the glow. There was standing room 
only outside the football stadium as 
well as inside.

As for our personal experience, 
Tim had it very good this year. He 
spent about 90% of his time in the 
air with two, cute young ladies at his 
side. First, on Friday he took up two 
members of the Miss Prosser court, 
which is made up of outstanding high 
school seniors. Koh Murai took up 
the other two members of the court. 
Checkmate and Firenze landed very 

close to one another that day. 
The girls all had a wonderful 
time seeing their hometown 
from the air. What a way to 
start off your last year in high 
school!

Saturday, our sponsor riders 
ended up being two girls, ages 
12 and 13, from the Tri-City 
area. They had a memorable 
flight including a long splash 
‘n’ dash experience. It wasn’t a 
big deal that Tim got one girls’ 
Ughs a little bit wet. She just 
shrugged and said, “I’ve got 
another pair, and it was so worth 
it!”

Sunday, 
we took up 
a 15-year-
old and her 
17-year-old 
cousin. They 
are the grand-
daughters of 

our host family. 
We’ve tried to get 
them up for the last 
three years, but the 
weather has not 
been cooperative on 
Sunday mornings 
in the past. This 
year it was a per-
fect day. Tim made 
it back into the 
river, and this time 

It Was Packed in Prosser Last Weekend

The launch field was almost full to capacity on Saturday.

Sunday the crowd was back to a more normal number.

he reversed 
course part 
way through 
the flight, 
landing back 
in the launch 
field. Tim 
then “kicked” 
the girls out, 
and took up 
one of the fa-
thers. Wayne 
had said no 
one would 
ever get his 
feet off the 
ground. Well, 
Tim did and 
Wayne loved 
it. 

This year 
is also memo-
rable because 
for the first 
time in over 
30 years of 
flying we can 
truthfully say we landed every time 
on property owned by our sponsor. 
We were lucky enough to have the 
Port of Benton as our sponsor again 
this year. They own the Prosser Wine 
and Food Park where we landed on 

Friday and Saturday. 
They also own the 
airport property, 
where we launched 
all three days. Plus 
we landed there on 
Sunday — twice.

We always start 
our long drive home 
with a happy heart 
after spending a 
weekend in Prosser. 
This year was no 
different. We were 
tired, happy and 
looking forward to 
next year’s rally.

Photos on this page by 
Shari Gale

WAS needs new leadership!
Are you willing to step up? 

Know someone else that will?

President, VP & Secretary/Treasurer positions are available.

Send an e-mail to WAS Vice President, 
Chris Whitfield, to make a nomination:

cdwhitfield73@gmail.com

The Great Prosser Balloon Rally

Dawn Smith Rushkarski (above) lifts off with a 
huge smile on her face. Dawn has been unable 
to fly most of this rally season due to health 
issues. She is now back in the air and loving 
every minute of it. It was good for the rest of 
us to see her aloft once again.

Welcome back, Dawn! We all look forward to 
seeing you at every rally next year!

All photos in this section by Shari Gale.
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
155 Oak Villa Road
Dallas, Oregon  97338

2012 WAS Membership Application

Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of, or 
agreement with, any opinions, com-

ments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Mothra and other balloons taking off in Montague, CA during the recent rally. 

Photo by Linda Brandt.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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