
Volume 15, Number 8

The Monthly Newsletter of the
Willamette Aerostat Society

AeroStats

August 2013



AeroStats August 2013 • Volume 15, Number 8 Page 2

2013 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Tim Gale  Koh Murai
 
Secretary / Treasurer Community Relations 
Leslie Berning Jim Smith 
 
Newsletter Editor  Past President 
Shari Gale  Mark Trujillo
 
Activities Directors FAA Liaison
Pasha & Justin Luber Mark Trujillo & Jim Smith

WAS President’s Letter
We’re 

into Sumer. 
The tem-
perature and 
moisture 
agree with 
the calendar. 
Unfortunate-
ly this is the 
challenging 
time when 
the airspace 
is more 
amenable to 

aerostats than the landing sites. I’m 
certainly looking forward to August 
when more of the crops are in, leav-
ing us with more options. Bend has 
passed and reports came in that the 
air had its common character, test-
ing some pilots with windy landings. 
Unfortunately, I couldn’t participate 
in the event as planned as Shari fell 
on the fourth of July and required 
surgery. It’s going to be a different 
season for us without her moving 
about and managing as crew chief. 
We don’t want to miss out on the 
good times yet mobility issues during 
recovery will force some adjust-
ments. Her mission is to be in Mc-
Minnville for the Loose Goose event 
in some fashion.

On June 29th, many of us gath-
ered in Salem at the airport terminal 
for access training by Joey Langen-
horst. I’ve captured his Power Point 
presentation and posted it on the web 
site for review. We’ll need to sched-
ule a morning to assemble and use 
the access, now that we know the 
procedures and rules. It’s all about 
working and playing well with oth-
ers, so to speak. Bring your beacon 
and VHF aircraft radio. 

Back to landowners: I saw a 
story on the interaeroleague reflec-
tor written by Paul Fifield, Shari is 
running it in this newsletter. It brings 
back some of my experiences when 
dealing with landowners that have 

received a less than benign situation 
created by a balloon landing. I ap-
plaud him for following an attentive 
and humble approach when dealing 
with landowners. Landings and peo-
ple we meet offer many opportuni-
ties to interact with delightful people 
we’d never discover otherwise. Paul 
certainly found a landing to fondly 
remember.

On another note with landown-
ers, we’re heading into fire season. 
I hear of the massive fires around 
highway 97 north of Goldendale, 
Washington and around Quincy. I’ve 
driven the area a few years ago with 
charred ground beside the road and 
sighted smoke near Quincy. It’s a 
dry summer and fire is a significant 
risk. We fly with fire and have those 
nasty catalytic converters beneath 
our vehicles. All are potential sources 
of ignition. Since we are guests on 
other’s land, we need to respect fire 
concerns, whether stated or assumed. 
That said, avoid driving into fields 
with loose dry flammable material. 
Be cautious with your burner and be 
sure the pilot is off and cool before 
laying it over. Smokers need to re-
frain from a light up with flammables 

nearby. Last, consider carrying a 
gallon of water in a jug in your trailer 
or truck. A grass fire is fairly easy 
to extinguish at the start with water. 
Counsel your crew to be vigilant 
as well. It’s all part of being a good 
neighbor and protecting our relation-
ships with those on the ground.

Let’s get this season started and 
enjoy the beauty of the Northwest.

Safe landings and gentle breezes,
Tim Gale

Koh has suggested every pilot read a 
piece posted on the AOPA website. The 
link is below. “In addition another tid bit 
I learned many years ago when a firend 
of mine as forced to land on Hwy 6 in 
Tillamook, if the officer asked for/to see 
your pilot license, feel free to give him 
possession of your State of Oregon one, 
but take out and hold up and show him 
your federal one. Accompany this with 
the preface statement, ‘Sir, this is my 
federal pilot certificate, I am showing 
this to you as you requested, but I will 
not surrender this to you’.” 

http://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/
Home/News/All%20News/2013/June/CBP-
GuidelinesKneeboard.pdf

http://www.aopa.org/-/media/Files/AOPA/Home/News/All%20News/2013/June/CBPGuidelinesKneeboard.pdf
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Happenings!
in the Pacific Northwest           and beyond
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August 2013

August 10-11
Loose GooseVI
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, 
dayshancock@aol.com
Please note the new weekend date

August 23-25
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Rebecca or Cathy, Albany 
Visitors Association
800-526-2256 or 541-926-0911
http://nwartandair.org

August 29 - September 1
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only
http://www.spiritofboise.com

August 31 - September 1
Olympic Peninsula Air Affaire
New Event replaces Sequim Balloon Festival
Sequim, WA
Contact: Captain Crystal
airboss@nwplace.com

September 2013

September 6-8
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Tasha Courtney, 
775-826-1181
http://renoballoon.com

September 14-15
5th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
& Wine Festival
Quincy, WA
[Invitation Only Event]
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795
Please note the corrected date for this event.

September 20-22
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA
David Herfindahl
530-643-1305
dherfindahl@gmail.com
http://themontagueballoonfair.com

September 27-29
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, Washington
Contact: Andrea
andrea@prosserballoonrally.org
509-713-2732
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

September 28
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
One Day Fly-Out
Contact: Monmouth-Independence 
Chamber of Commerce
503-838-4268
windwind1@juno.com

October 2013

October 5-13
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc., 1-888-422-7277
http://balloonfiesta.com

Happy Birthday
Shari Gale 8/4
Pasha Luber 8/13

As most of you already know, I fell and broke my hip 
early in the morning of July 4th. I want to thank all of 
my wonderful ballooning friends who came to visit 
me in the hospital, sent me flowers and/or cards, and 
were “there for me.” The members of WAS are truly a 
supportive, positive force in my life. Thank you!

Shari Gale, editor

http://nwartandair.org
http://www.spiritofboise.com
http://renoballoon.com
mailto:dherfindahl@gmail.com
http://themontagueballoonfair.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://balloonfiesta.com
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Balloons over Bend was such 
a fun event! This is Maria Locatell 
writing on behalf of Shari Gale. It 
is an honor to step into her shoes 
here. Although the Gale’s were very 
missed, the pilots pulled off some 
great crowd pleasing rides and photo 
ops! Bend is such a majestic, scenic 
area and the balloons add some spe-
cial magic!

Great pilots and teams attending 
were; Balloon Meister Darren Kling 
from Terrebonne with Art Aloft and 
Re-Max, Laura Hancock from Carl-
ton flying Morning Glory, Randall 
Feuhrer from McMinnville flying 
Persistence and Magic, Jeff Beebe 
from Bend flying Makin’ Friends, 
Bill Woodhead from Grants Pass 
flying WWJD, Bran Smith from the 
Chico area flying Skydancer, Jesse 
Rafn from Portland flying Re-Max 
and Morning Melody, Robert Raper 
from North Bend Oregon flying 
Independence and Redemption, Greg 
Miller from Prineville flying I’ll Fly 
Away 2, and Greg Samanski from 
Boise flying Free Spirit.

The winds were a bit sporty for 
the Friday evening Night Glow, then 

again Saturday morning making for 
some interesting landings. I know 
for one pilot (Bill Woodhead) there 
was some poo involved to clean off 
tarps later. Sunday had even more 
drainage winds so not everyone was 
able to fly. Regardless of the chal-
lenges, there was so much experience 
and professionalism that the Bend 
area was extremely excited about the 
event. Lay It Out events did a great 
job of promoting and I personally be-
lief we will soon outgrow the venue 
as more and more crowds continue to 
become involved.

A couple of highlights were hear-
ing Bran and his beautiful fiancé Ma-
rie will be getting married in August 
at Northwest Art and Air Festival in 
Albany. And we were graced with the 
presence of World Champion Bill Ar-
ras on Sunday as he helped crew for 
Laura Hancock. Flat Tim and Shari 
seemed to show all over the Bend 
area. Oh, and Christopher and I had 
the privilege of talking about every-
one on the air as the announcers!

Ciao for now,

Maria

Balloons Over Bend, 2013 Edition

Editor’s Note: A big thank you goes to Maria 
(pictured above with her husband, Chris) for not 
only saying yes when I asked her to write a report 
on the Bend event, but also for sending it to me so 
quickly. She’s one efficient woman!

Maria also mailed a “miss you” card to Tim and 
I which had been signed by most of the people we 
know and love at the rally. Many photos of “Flat 
Tim and Shari” popped up on various Facebook 
pages all weekend long. We were so pleased that 
people took time to take our photo along with 
them as they enjoyed their weekend. I know we 
got to go to some great restaurants, and of course, 
we were out at the launch field. It is so nice to feel 
appreciated by all our ballooning friends. 

Oh, and all the photos on this page were taken by 
Maria as well.
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The following poem was written by crew member Debra-Diane McDonnell as a writing assignment for an English class. The assign-
ment was to “write a poem that doesn’t rhyme giving the sights, sounds, tastes, smells and feeling by touch that you associate with 
an event.” Here’s the result. (Oh, and she got an “A” on the assignment, too.)

Checkmate Rising
The shrill alarm pierces my sleep; why am I waking up at 4 am??                                                                 

Oh yes; we have a balloon launch this morning.
I shake my head to clear the cobwebs, and dress in layers against the morning chill.

The air is damp and moist with dew; it smells so very fresh outside.
Gortex boots; wear them and take shoes? 

 Wear shoes and take the boots?
I’ll wear the boots; the grass may be wet with all that dew.

It is so still out, so quiet in this pre-dawn time.
I’d give anything for a cup of coffee; but no, no “rest stops” once we start.

I search through the darkness for Checkmate’s trailer; ah, there it is.
I hear other voices call “hello” as fellow pilots and crew arrive.

I am yawning; morning came too early!
I feel the blast of heat from a propane burner 100 feet away being tested.

The smell of propane is thick in the air as other pilots test their burners as well.
The light of the blast pierces the darkness like a 4th of July fireworks display.

The small test balloon is released into the slowly-getting-light sky.
A hundred pairs of eyes watch it until it is out of sight.  We can fly today.

We pull the bag out of the trailer.
I think it got heavier since the last launch; Checkmate needs to go on a diet.

The smell of stale, damp canvas; eww, “bag breath”.
Where is my favorite pair of leather gloves?

I smell coffee; rich, aromatic.  Oh, who has it?  They are torturing me!
We attach the balloon (called the envelope) to the basket.

The sky is light and the rays of the sun are starting to be seen.
Dawn is but moments away; time to inflate this beast.

She lies lifeless on the ground, like a child’s discarded blanket.
I take my position on the inflation fan; both hands on the top, one foot on the bottom.

It’s not going to roll anywhere on my watch!
A pull of the handle and the fan roars to life.

The loudness of it is deafening; I can’t hear myself think.
The wind from the fan opens the edge of the envelope and the air rushes in.

The two people holding those edges grip it a little tighter.
Excited spectators watch, take pictures, and ask their questions.

“Why do you do that?  What’s this for?”
Now the red and white chess board is coming to life.

The Knight is visible as more air rushes in, making her roll on the ground like a dog in fresh-cut grass.
The signal is given; cut the fan off!
I do just that, and move it back.

Pilot Tim fires the burner, and the hot air rushes in.
Slowly she majestically rises up from the ground.

We put weight on the basket so she doesn’t leave us prematurely.
The passengers are ready, with nervous smiles and excitement.

Everyone got your cameras?  Gloves?  OK, you are ready!
Everybody is loaded in and ready to go.

A quick kiss to the pilot from his wife, our crew chief, and he fires the burner one more time.
Gracefully, Checkmate rises from the ground to join her companions already aloft.
The sky is dotted with the colors of the hot air balloons rising into the sun-lit sky.

She is soaring majestically toward the heavens.
We can only watch for a moment; we have to pack the trailer up.

Our work is not done; it is only starting, for now, the chase begins.
And we’re off.

Debra-Diane McDonnell
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We arrived a few days early at 
Prosser Reservoir Pond…where’s 
Water?  The water was at a seriously 
low level with none of the lakeside 
camps being anywhere close to the 
current waterline.  An incredible 
change from 2011 when about half 
the sites were under water during the 

weekend.
With our early arrival and hav-

ing to wait for Alan Sanderson to 
have his annual discussion with the 
tire shop during his trip down we 
didn’t have any flying to do until 
Friday.  Thursday morning would 
have been a great flying day, but 
with Alan’s arrival late Wednesday 
evening it was decided that a good 
night’s rest was more important…I 
can live without the alarm going off 
at 0500.  Thursday afternoon proved 
to be a bit exciting as we were under 
a severe thunderstorm warning for 
several hours.  The main cells stayed 
north and south of us (we could see 
the lightening), but we got a good 
dose of rain right during the spaghetti 
dinner pot luck at Cricket Clark’s 
mini-Prosser-central.  With three 
easy-ups and a few tarps tied down 
to anything heavy enough we were 
able to find enough dry spots to enjoy 
dinner then watch the clouds part and 
the sun shine again.  We scheduled 
our wake up times for the following 
morning and made our way to bed 
after setting that $%* alarm clock.

Friday morning had light winds 
and after a couple of balloons 
launched there was a late forming 
mist that put the rest of the group 
on about ½ hour hold.  I’m told that 
the world weather services have 
eliminated “fog” and are now using 
“mist.”  I wonder if Pacifica, Ca. will 
change their annual festival to the 
“Pacifica Mist Festival”…probably 
not.  Once the mist cleared most of 
the balloons took to the skies for a 
very lazy float over the pond.  
Terri Miller was piloting High 
Hopes and after about an hour 
and a half was able to land 
within about 20 feet of the camp 
trailer where we had plenty of 
room for an easy pack up.  We 
got some help from one family 
of campers who have been com-
ing here for many years for a 
fishing vacation and have started 

to extend their stay to enjoy the big 
ballooning weekend.  We invited 
them to join us for the weekend and 
they agreed to come out on Satur-
day to crew for us (and maybe get a 
flight.)  Of course we enjoyed a great 
post flight breakfast provided by 
Cricket, Donna, Steve and contribu-
tors before an afternoon of kayak-
ing, shopping, lounging, napping, 
etc.  Some of the crowd headed into 
Truckee for dinner while others of us 
just stayed in camp for a nice quiet 
supper.

Saturday morning was absolutely 
fantastic.  No mist with cool temps 
and light winds.  Our newly found 
crew arrived at the launch site and 
we soon joined the rest of the bal-
loons out over the lake.  We were 
able to give Dad, his teenage son 
and a friend the ride on the first hop 
and while the younger brother and 
one of our crew took the second 
hop.  Alan floated across the lake 
for the first hop then headed back to 
the launch site on the second…easy 
chase and recovery…I like it.  After 
the required ceremony for our new 
aeronauts (and crew) we retired to 
Prosser Central for Cricket’s biscuits 
and gravy…I love this sport, but my 
waist line isn’t as impressed even if 
it is impressive.  Saturday afternoon 
was spent by many working on their 
entries for the Dutch Oven Cook Off 
and potluck dinner.  I did a well re-
ceived baked beans and a vegetarian 
chili while others did some chicken 
dishes, other chili dishes, etc.  I did 
have to laugh at the one entry which 

Continued on page 7

Prosser Campout —2013



AeroStats August 2013 • Volume 15, Number 8 Page 7

turned out to be sliced sour dough 
bread.  Actually that was a nice 
contribution for sopping up the chili 
and sauces from the other dishes.  It 
was a wonderful dinner a lot of fun.  
As has been the case for now three 
years, Cricket took the trophy for her 
pulled pork sliders with a plethora 
of options and sauces.  The big hit 
of the dinner was Dave Wakefield’s 
granddaughter, Kaylynn, who was 
helping to serve his contribution and 
just having a ball.  Cricket has prom-
ised to take her under her wing and 
give her some cooking lessons the 
next time they get together.  She was 
already pestering Granddad to take 

Prosser Campout
Continued from page 6

her.  We were fat, we were tired, we 
went to bed.

Ah, Sunday, and another perfect 
day.  Our new crew person, Jeff (the 
dad) and his father-in-law, Wayne 
came out to help with the launch.  
Seems the kids couldn’t do two early 
mornings in a row.  We took Wayne 
as one of our crew for a flight while 
Jeff headed out to fish as this was to 
be the last day of the extended camp.  
Alan floated for somewhat over an 
hour before landing near enough to 
the parking area that just a short valet 
parking job was required.  When get-
ting out the drop line we discovered 
that it had been rolled and tied like 
you might do for a rope hanging in 
the garage, but a very bad thing for a 
drop line.  Alan remembers loaning it 
to someone for a second tie down at 
a glow some time back, but it made 
a good reminder to check the condi-
tion of any returned equipment.  Of 
course there was more food after the 
flight before we watched many of 
the campers packing up for the trip 
home.  With most of our crew stay-
ing until at least Monday, we decided 
on a leftover pot luck dinner to try to 
reduce the amount we were hauling 
home.  Then it was early to bed for 
most of us…three days is plenty  at 
sea level and it is even more at 5000 
feet for us old crew.

We did very much miss a couple 
of our regulars due to some health 
issues.  We wish speedy recoveries 
to Vern Hodapp (crew emeritus) and 
Ramon Seelbach (long time pilot.)  I 
also enjoyed meeting Gene Burnstein 
a pilot from New Jersey who had 
been in Reno for the junior balloonist 
cam and came out to join us for the 
weekend.  Our thanks to Jay for get-
ting the ball roiling this year and for 
Barb who took over the day-to-day 
operations for the weekend when Jay 
had to go out of town.

See you all next year.

Alan Brandt

All photos for this story by Linda Brandt. 
You can find more on page 9.
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Woodburn Relay for Life

As you can see from these dramatic photos taken by Bryan Will of Woodburn the attempt to glow five 
balloons at Woodburn’s Relay for Life event did not turn out as hoped. The winds were just too much. 
Tim Gale attempted to add heat to Checkmate to show the crowd just why the balloons could not inflate 
successfully. Still the time and efforts put in by Carman Blakely, Randy Fuehrer, Tim Gale, Koh Murai 
and Bob Raper were greatly appreciated by the event organizers. 

On Saturday evening,13 July, after an unsuccessful 
attempt at a larger night glow for cancer in Woodburn 
the previous evening, two of us (Randy Fuerher and 
myseslf) with Mark Trujillo met at the baseball fields 
of Newberg High School to attempt another tether. This 
time the good cause was for Special olympics, more 
specifically the opening ceremonies for the Oregon 
State Championships for Special Olympics. This is 
an activity patterned after the Olympic Games open-
ing ceremonies we have all seen on TV (or in person if 
you’re really lucky). This time the groups represent the 

Oregon Special Olympics
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This year you’ll notice a few 
changes in Albany’s Northwest Art 
& Air Festival, August 23 through 
25. For one there will be a “Pilot 
Only Area” set up across the street 
from the launch site. You’ll be able 
to readily spot it because a large tent 
will be set up on the site. This area 
will be used for Thursday night’s 
pilot check-in, as well as after flight 
tailgating. 

The Friday night Pilot/Crew Pot-
luck has been canceled. In its place 
will be a Sunday Celebration Brunch. 
There again, the Brunch will be held 
in the “Pilot Only Area” tent. 

Parking chase vehicles in this 

counties in the state as opposed to 
countries, but much else is the same 
with festivities, and other shows.

 Well in this case Isoar, Persis-
tence, and Firenze were part of the 
show background.  Mark, involved 
as a Special Olympics coach, and 
Randy had both done this in previous 
years. I was the NKOTB. The plan 
was to arrive at 1830 and be stood 
up for the march of the athletes by 
1930. For those who were there on 
Firday night in Woodburn, those two 
days were the decay of a system that 
was providing the steady flow at all 
levels out of the north. This being 
the second night the hope was we 
could find a lull (read sucker hole) 
and pull this off for the kids. As 
expected wind was 8-11 when we ar-
rived and as set up time approached 
it did not change. Despite Mark and 
I putting up flags and streamers to 
appease the wind gods things did not 
look promising. After talking with 
the organizers we agreed that if we 
could get them stood up at all, as 
opposed to the one hour requested 
which would have covered the time 
of the march of the athletes and the 
few short speeches, that would be 

fine. At the appointed hour 1930, it 
was perfect trouble weather, 5 going 
ot calm back to 5kts. We decided to 
give it a try and time slipped to 2000 
hrs. The American flag and streamers 
must have done the trick as we were 
able to get all three stood up with 
some very minor rocking and rolling 
and keep them up for the last part of 
the opening ceremonies. So success 
in the end but it certainly looked 
like another night of good intentions 
without good results up to the very 
last moment.

 Despite the fact that tethers (like 
glows) are far more work than flights 
for the crew, this cause and the 
previous evenings (cancer) are/were 
worthwhile. It did not change the fact 
that the crew of Firenze, after pack-
ing up, did have to retire to Ye Olde 
Pizza Parlor and the Chehelam Val-
ley Brewing compnay for nourish-
ment and refreshment.  Thankfullly 
both were 5 blocks away and in the 
same parkin lot!  Thanks to all the 
crew from all teams for making the 
tether possible, successful, and safe.

Koh Murai

Oregon Speical Olympics
Continued from page8

new area at anytime will be allowed. 
An exciting addition to this years 

event will be a wedding ceremony 
and reception for Brann Smith and 
Marie Klemm on Saturday at Noon. 
There again, this all takes place in the 
new “Pilots Only Area.” Everyone 
is invited to the wedding. “Consider 
it an extra special extension of the 
tailgating festivities.” 

Hm-m-m. The name, “Pilot Only 
Area,” does seem to be misleading.
After all crew members are invited to 
the tailgate parties, Sunday’s Brunch, 
and the Smith/Klemm wedding. 

It all sounds like a fun filled 
weekend for pilots, and crew mem-
bers.

Changes Coming To Art & Air Festival

Photos above by Linda Brandt
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

Federal Aviation Regulation Part 
91.155 is straight forward and has 
to do with VFR weather minimums.  
I highlight VFR because it seems 
some pilots do not understand the let-
ters mean Visual Flight Rules.  This 
means there are minimum visibility 
requirements and minimum distances 
the aircraft must be kept from clouds.  
For those flying in uncontrolled 
airspace, the rules are different than 
if in controlled, whether away from a 
populated area or in an airport traffic 
area.

Rather than put all the informa-
tion here, as that is not the purpose 
of this column, pilots should brush 
up on FAR 91.155 and the visibility/
distance table that goes with it.  

The point of this article is not 
which part of the rule is in effect in 

Class A, B, C, D, E and G but where 
the airspaces are.  Some pilots are 
not sure of, or do not understand, 
the class of airspace in which they 
are flying, and this can be a problem 
when avigating in unfamiliar sur-
roundings.  A pilot could be some-
where unintended and find him/
herself on the business end of a visit 
or letter from the FAA.  For example, 
a flight launching from an area that 
appears to be in uncontrolled airspace 
might in reality be on the edge of the 
Class C belonging to an airport four 
and a half miles away.

The easiest airspace is Class G, 
which is uncontrolled below 700 feet 
above ground level (AGL).  That 
gives a balloon lots of flying room.

Class E is the next easiest (there 
is no Class F) and though “con-

trolled” to a point, the balloonist still 
has a good choice of flight paths.  In 
Class E, pilots will find non-towered 
(not to be confused with non-con-
trolled) airports.

Class D, C, B, and A are very 
controlled environments and pilots 
must be aware of their existence in 
the flight area.  

FAR 91 Sections .126, .127, .129, 
.130, .131 and .135, are the places to 
find the operating rules for the vari-
ous airspaces.  Another source, and 
perhaps easier to understand, is the 
Aeronautical Informational Manual 
(AIM) Chapter 3.  To go along with 
the printed word, the pilot will find 
pictorial displays as well, and, as 
they say, “a picture is worth a thou-
sand words”.

SAFE FLYING!  

The flight was wonderful and we 
had great conditions. The path was 
over Glacier Park International and 
somewhat unusual from the stand-
point that we got a fly by from both 
a Travelair, which is owned by a 
friend/landowner of ours and also by 
the local Corsair pilot, also a good 
friend.

But I guess it had to happen 
sooner or later.  After flying in 
the valley for 20 years we finally 
spooked our first horse through a 
fence. Major bummer. We had set 
up to land and out of a small shel-
ter comes two horses, one of which 
decides to bust through the rail fence 
and head out into the front yard and 
down the driveway. I continued to fly 
on the whisper burner and regain alti-
tude. Once we landed and got packed 
up we went back to the house to try 
and make peace with the owners.

Expecting nasty words and vitriol 

I gingerly rang the doorbell. Much 
to my surprise the owners were SO 
NICE!! I apologized profusely and 
they said, “Oh it was our fault for 
having livestock out here.  We know 
stuff happens sometimes.” The horse 
was fine and I offered to pay for 
replacing the top rail of the fence 
but even that was turned down.  She 
says, “Oh I’ve known all along that 
the fence needs some work. Now I 
have some motivation to fix it.” We 
had a pleasant visit and while I was 
standing in the doorway the lady’s 
pet bird (who was sitting on her 
head) flew over and contented itself 
with perching on mine. Unfazed I 
continued visiting while the passen-
gers and crew were cracking up in 
the chase rig. The bird now decides 
to fly over to our vehicle and sit on 
the roof. One of my passengers gets 
out and the bird decides to take a ride 
on his head so he walks back to the 

house to “deliver” the stray.
For what started out as a possible 

bad situation turned into potential fu-
ture passengers as they asked for my 
card and said they’d love to go with 
us some time. They own a restaurant/
casino in town and we couldn’t have 
asked for a more pleasant ending.  I 
guess we dodged a bullet today and 
made new “friends” in the process. 
Never be afraid to step up and admit 
when you screw up.  Being proac-
tive can make a world of difference. 
Waiting to see if they call you is 
never a good option.

Paul Fifield
Kalispell, Montana

Reprinted with permission from the Reflector

Never Be Afraid To Admit When You Screw Up
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2013 WAS Membership 
Application



AeroStats August 2013 • Volume 15, Number 8 Page 12

Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Yes, that is a photograph, not a painting! It was taken at the Prosser Lake Cam-

pout by Linda Brandt early one morning.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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