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WAS President’s Letter
2013 has 

been an inter-
esting year. 
As mentioned 
last month, 
the club’s 
business has 
been settled 
and we’re 
still meeting 
and learning 
together. Les-
lie’s request 
for a knot 

session, (no, I’ll resist the puns for 
now) was a great idea. A suggestion 
during the meeting: go over where 
to use the knot skills. Handling lines 
around a balloon needs knowledge of 
where to fasten the line (rope), how 
to fasten the line and how to remove 
the connection. Balloons are tension 
based structures and restraining them 
while inflated will be a tension based 
solution. I envision a session in Janu-
ary to cover the uses of knots and 
tie-off points. 

Group activities with hands-on 
learning adds to the feeling of a club 
with common interests and helps us 
build confidence in ourselves and as 
teams. We supported each other and 
offered assistance spontaneously to 
aid others. During the flying season, 
we do function as small teams with 
real challenges and risks. That’s part 
of the allure of flying balloons and 
messing with fabric bags and pro-
pane. Now that the weather will keep 
us in so much, these meetings help 
maintain the club identity and social 
contacts. 

Cory Miller has called a safety 
seminar scheduled for April 26th 
2014 in Salem. The slate of present-
ers has some repeats and some new. 
If at all like last year, it will be worth 
attending. For those involved in the 
FAA Wings program, there will be 
credit for those attending that have 
signed up on the FAAsafety.gov web 
site.

On December 15th, we’ll have 
elections at the Christmas party at 
Leslie’s home in Salem this year. If 
you’re so inclined, please respond 
to Les with your nominations by 
December 10th. E-mails with invita-
tions for nominations will be sent 
to all members. Ballots will go out 
on the 11th to members or you can 
vote at the Christmas party. We’ll 

have a brief meeting to announce the 
election results and other necessi-
ties. I expect it will be short to avoid 
interfering with the primary reason 
for attending: socializing. Isn’t that 
the main focus, anyway?

Gentle Breezes and Happy Holi-
days to all.

Tim Gale

A rare noon time flight took place in Albany, Oregon on November 24th. Several WAS pilots 
gathered together for a winter excursion. The photo on the left of Outer Limits was taken by 
Les Peterson who was crewing for Dale Justice. The “Eclipse of Outer Limits” was taken by 
Laura Hancock’s daughter, Lu, from Morning Glory’s basket.
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society
General Meeting Minutes
November 23, 2013
2:00pm, Salem FAO
 
In attendance: Tim Gale, President; 
Koh Murai, Vice President; Les-
lie Berning, Secretary/Treasurer;    
WAS members; and no guests.
 
2:06 Call to order
 
Minutes from the October 2013 
meeting were unanimously ap-
proved by members present.
 
Treasurer’s Report  – Leslie
$1,170.97      previous balance 
10/19/13
$1,24 6.57     current balance 
11/23/13   2014 WAS dues depos-
its
 
Elections – Tim
A call for nominations for Presi-
dent, Vice President & Secretary/
Treasurer was made. Send nomi-
nations to Leslie. Each Office is a 
one-year appointment from Janu-
ary 1st through December 31st. It is 
possible to be re-elected. Nomi-
nees will be listed in the Decem-
ber newsletter. Elections will be 
held on December 15, 2013. Each 
member gets one vote. Members 
can vote via email as a response to 
the email from Tim, or in person at 
the December General Meeting/
Christmas Party.
 
Accidents and Incidents
Temecula CA: A balloon ignited 
after landing, in a non-fatal acci-
dent. The NTSB is investigating.

Albuquerque NM: an accident 
during Fiesta involving a power 
line led to an arm amputation. It 
seems the person in the basket 
grabbed a power line to untangle 
it from the basket.
Reno NV: at the GRBR a passenger 
hit her head on a tank during land-
ing, presumably due to not obey-
ing pilot commands.  
 
Manufacturing Issues
None were discussed.
 
FAA Issues
None were discussed.
 
Events and Happenings
Carmen Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs & 
Dale Justice flew 16 passengers in 
Prosser over two days. Although 
outside the original event, which 
was canceled due to weather, sev-
eral emergent crew just showed up 
and volunteered. Many thanks to 
Carmen, Cheryl and Dale!
 

SLE use for launch, anyone con-
sidering?
Several pilots expressed interest in 
taking off from the Salem Airport. 
Marianne LeDoux was asked to 
organize a flight day. 
 
Shari Gale informed us that Estelle 
de Montgolfier has passed away 
after a brief but tough battle with 
cancer. There will be a private 
memorial flight in June 2014 in 
her honor.
 
Group Activity: KNOTS!
We practiced tying various knots.
 
Good of the Order
Shari asked WAS members to pro-
vide “10 Things You Don’t Know 
About Me” for inclusion in the 
newsletter. 

Next meeting is Sunday December 
15th at 2:00pm at Leslie’s house 
during the annual WAS Christmas 
Party. 

Laura Hancock in Morning Glory enjoyed a winter afternoon flight over Albany, Oregon. This 
photo was taken on November 24th by Les Peterson while flying with Dale Justice in Outer Limits.
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Let’s see who has the coolest socks of the bunch!
See you on Sunday, Dec. 15th!  

Note
: Thi

s is 
a la

st m
inute

 cha
nge!



WAS Christmas Party will be 
Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 2:00 PM

It’s at Leslie Berning’s home 
850 Carmelcrest Court SE, Salem, OR

It’s that time of year, with the crisp fall weather, decorations to put 
up, and the WAS Christmas Party to get together and catch up on 
the year with all of our ballooning friends.  A big thank you goes to 
Leslie for graciously hosting the party.

WAS will supply ham, turkey, sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to share: 

Last name:  A-K = Salad/Veggie Dish 

 L-N = Appetizer 

 O-Z = Dessert

Following tradition, there will be the ever popular (optional) white 
elephant gift exchange, so bring your wrapped gift(s) and be ready 
to surprise and steal your way to a great time!  

Also, a new event to add – there will be a festive SOCK Contest at 
the party.  Since we will be observing a “no shoes indoors” request 
at Leslie’s, we wanted to add a fun twist… Be prepared to sport your 
best seasonal socks to compete against the WAS gang for a fun 
prize.  Sparkles, colorful images, Christmas Snoopy or the Grinch,   
anything is possible with awesome socks.
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It’s Knot Our Fault!
Once the business was completed at the November WAS meet-

ing everyone grabbed a hunk of rope and tried to tie some basic 
knots. Tim Gale and Koh Murai lead the group. As you can see, 
everyone enjoyed the hands on experience. 

While Tim and Koh were 
prepared to teach a variety of 
knots, we ended up concentrat-
ing on the bowline. Sticks and 
chunks of pipe were available 
to everyone, but Marianne 
LeDoux offered up her leg as 
an anchor point. It worked! 

(All photos on this page by Shari Gale, 
except the two lower center photos. Those 
two are by Leslie Berning.)

Carmen Blakely, Marianne and Bob LeDoux. The question 
must be asked: Is this the first time Bob’s tied up Marianne?

Janice Fast, Jennifer & Chris Whitfield, 
Mark Trujillo and Jason Fast.

Tim Gale and Leslie BerningKoh Murai and his granddaugher, Janna 
Ingram.

Chris Whitfield and Mary Heath

Pasha & Justin Luber

Mark & Kris Trujillo, and Chris Whitfield (in back)Dale Justice
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10 Things: Roger Anderson

10 Things: Jeff Haliczer

• I was born and raised in the Mid 
West (Illinois and Michigan).

• I consider my self to be an 
“Opportunivoir’ I will eat nearly 
anything nearly anytime.

• I am a school teacher, Special Ed. 
now for over 30 years (soon to retire, 
only 1 1/2 to go).

• I got hooked on ballooning in 
Gallup, New Mexico by Karl 
Lohmann and Peter Procopio back 
in the early days of the Red Rock 
Balloon Rally (1983).

• Earned my private certificate in 
2002 and commercial in 2007.

• I am a member of many balloon 
clubs across the country to support 
the sport and the balloon community.

• My favorite fast food is Taco Bell.

• I own too many vehicles (last count 
10 or was it 12). My Mom hated it, 
but I consider it rolling stock. Will be 
thinning the herd soon.

• I enjoy reading, and don’t watch 
TV unless it is at a balloon event and 
I am stuck in a hotel room.

• I love to travel, and have done 4 
tours with my shapes around the 
USA. Flown in 22 states and 2 
Canadian Provinces.

• Once hiked the Chilkoot trail and 
kayaked through the lake chain that 
feeds the Yukon river and down the 
Yukon to Whitehorse, Canada.

• Built a 55’ Herreshoff schooner in 
the 70’s and sailed 50,000 miles from 
then until 1986.

• Met my wife Catherine Driver in 
Tahiti during the 1982 hurricane 
season.

• Was once a Fire Captain in the SF 
bay area. (Foster City)

• Have been initiated as an Inca Paqo

• Was drafted in 1966, refused 
orders to OCS and served as a drill 
instructor at Fort Knox, Kentucky.

• Still hold an active USCG 
Merchant Marine Officer’s license 
for Unlimited Tugboat near coastal, 
as well as 100 ton for power, sail or 
steam.

• In 1977 was one of the few 
sailboats that had ever visited the 
upper bays of Glacier Bay Alaska 
and pushed through the ice into 
Prince Williams Inlet.

10 Things: Here’s Your Chance To Learn A Little Something 
Extra About Your Fellow WAS Members

Marianne LeDoux came up with the idea of taking the Facebook game 
of sharing little known facts about yourself with your friends, and trans-
ferring it to this newsletter. It was a great idea! I sent out a request to the 
general membership, and several of you have already responded. I’ve 
chosen two — the first two to respond — for this first edition of 10 Things.

It’s not too late to send in your list (of 10 or more). The more people 
who participate, the more fun this will be! 

Send your list to sharigaleor@gmail.com.
 

Shari Gale, Editor

• Once made 100 miles in 12 hours 
on a sailboat in the Gulf of Alaska.

• Play 12 string guitar, Delta Blues 
mostly.

• After moving ashore in 1987, I 
heard about the ballooning event 
in Driggs, ID, and drove out from 
Seattle to have a look at how it 
might be that balloons could race. 
I needed to find a job, ballooning 
looked like fun and nobody told 
me it was not possible to operate 
a commercial balloon business in 
Oregon. I purchased a used Aerostar 
77 sight unseen in Phoenix, found an 
instructor there by phone (Unicorn 
Balloon) and traveled there for two 
weeks to get my private certificate. 
My check ride was the 11th hour in 
my logbook, the DE allowed that “I 
think you have the general idea” and 
seemed a bit hesitant to hand over 
my certificate. I now am closing in 
on 2500 hours and our 25th season 
operating Vista Balloon Adventures.

So what popped into your head as you read Roger & Jeff’s lists? What 
interesting tidbits do you have to share with us? Surprise us, amaze us, 
make us chuckle! One thing about balloonists, we are not boring. Take a 
moment and send your list to sharigaleor@gmail.com.  

mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

This time of year while there is 
not so much flying going on, some 
balloon owner’s thoughts turn to 
“doing things” to their aerostats, but 
before getting out the sewing ma-
chine and wicker, there are just so 
many “things” one can do.

Federal Air Regulation Part 43 is 
not long and is easy to read.  There 
are only a few sections that deal spe-
cifically with balloons, but they are 
important and all balloon owners and 
pilots should be familiar with them.

The regulation deals with pre-
ventative maintenance and repairs.  
Here, one can learn what work can be 
done on an “owned or operated” bal-
loon, who can sign off the work and 
who can return the aircraft to service 
after work has been done.

43.3(g) says any pilot may per-
form preventative maintenance on 
any aircraft, not used for Part 121 or 
135 (air carrier or charter), owned or 
operated by that pilot.  

I hear the rumblings of dissen-
sion already.  Note, it says, “may 
perform”.  To sign off work that has 
been accomplished, one must look 
under 43.7(f) where it specifies “a 
person holding at least a private pilot 
certificate….” Interestingly enough, 
the regulation does not specify the 
rating the person doing the sign-off 
must have.  One could be private 
pilot-airplane, own a balloon and OK 
it for “return to service” whether that 
person was certified to fly it or not.

Someone not a certified repair 
person or even a pilot can do any 
kind of work on a balloon so long as, 
according to the regulation, they are 
working under the direct supervision 
of someone who is so certified.  That 
person must observe enough of the 
work to know it is being done prop-
erly and be available, in person, for 
consultation.

No matter who does the work, 
what was done, the date of comple-
tion and the name of the person 

legally responsible for the work must 
be logged before the balloon is flown 
again.

In Appendix A, the wording is 
more specific as to what a balloon 
owner/operator can do.  Section (c)
(7) refers to the envelope and the 
kind of repairs that can be made in 
the field, logged and signed off by 
the pilot.  A simple patch can save a 
trip to the repair station as long as it 
is applied “In Accordance With, the 

Balloon Manufacturer’s Instructions 
and not requiring load tape repair or 
replacement.”

The parts referring to the basket 
are more extensive as there are more 
things that can and cannot be done on 
the carriage.

It behooves every owner/operator 
to know how their balloon may be 
treated when it comes to repairs from 
the legal sense, and more importantly 
from a safety view.

Have safe and happy holidays.

Happy Birthday
Mary Gobet 12/1
Gen Sanderson 12/5
Jennifer Whitfield 12/6
Ed Gouldsmith 12/9
Dale Justice 12/23

Ins and Outs of the Gift Exchange
Heading to the WAS Christmas Party? You have the 
option of participating in the annual gift exchange. Bring 
a wrapped present, one per person or one per family, with 
a value of around $10.00. After dinner, numbers will be 
given to everyone who is participating. One gift = one 
number. The person holding #1 will pick a wrapped gift. 
The person holding #2 has the choice of taking person #1’s 
gift or opening a new one. If a gift is taken from someone 
that person may take a new gift or take a gift from someone 
else. A gift is only allowed to be taken three times. After 
that it is “frozen.” Still confused? Don’t worry. You won’t 
be able to break the rules. There’s always someone around 
who will catch you if you try to take a gift that’s been 
frozen. That’s part of the fun!



AeroStats December 2013 • Volume 15, Number 12 Page 8

Hello all, registration is now open for the 2014 Pacific NW Safety Seminar. This will be held in Salem, Oregon. I will also be open-
ing up the registration for online viewing of this seminar. I will be running a chat room for comments and questions to be asked as 
well as have an email address to send all of the questions to during the seminar. Please note that this is not the BFA online seminar 
as that is another seminar. 
Pricing is set as follows:
 1 Pilot physically attending- $45.00
 2 Pilots physically attending- $75.00
 2 Pilots and 1 crew member- $100.00
 1 Crew Member- $35.00
 1 person viewing online- $40.00

Speakers and topics include:
 Gordon Schwontkoski- Crewing and Accidents
 Andy Baird- Pilot Decision Making and Making yourself a better pilot through competition
 Kathy Smith- Tethering
 Brad Temeyer- Weather
 Portland FAA Office- FAR’s
 Maintenance
 Cory Miller- Powerlines Step potential

This has been submitted to the BFA for sanctioning and will follow the guidelines for such. This will begin at 7:30 am Pacific Time 
and go to 5:00 pm. 

To register go to http://jotform.co/form/33125273931854

Cory Miller, Seminar Organizer

2014 Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar Information

Wait! 
Don’t leave! Not before you’ve

renewed your WAS membership!
Don’t delay!

Fill out the membership application 
and mail it and your check to:

 Willamette Aerostat Society, c/o Leslie Berning
P.O. Box 3784, Salem, OR  97302

http://jotform.co/form/33125273931854
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
This wonderful drawing of two local balloons is by our own Marianne LeDoux. 

She not only can fly a balloon, but she can build them AND draw them. She is truly a 
woman of many talents!

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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