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WAS President’s Letter

2013 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Tim Gale  Koh Murai
 
Secretary / Treasurer Community Relations 
Leslie Berning Jim Smith 
 
Newsletter Editor  Past President 
Shari Gale  (advisory postion) 
 Mark Trujillo 
Youth Programs
Cory Miller

I sit 
writing this 
looking at 
the snow 
falling in St. 
Helens and 
hoping to fly 
tomorrow, the 
first day of 
2013. It may 
work, Mother 
Nature has 
been incred-
ibly fickle, 

both good and not so good. Aerostat-
ics requires optimism, just like a new 
year with a balloon club. Last week-
end, Koh, Leslie and Mark joined me 
with a preliminary meeting to gather 
thoughts before diving into a year at 
the helm of WAS. 

Balloon clubs have changed dra-
matically from my first introduction. 
Gone are the new discovery days 
of the early 1980’s where we were 
growing and discovering new things 
to do with these great bags of air. The 
public was also into the discovery 
mode and generally pretty open to 
our activities. Now we have aged and 
have experienced a maturing process. 
Some aspects are good, some … not 
so much. We have fewer people into 
discovery and many of us are learn-
ing of the effects of aging (yet some 
of still refuse to grow up). Land 
owners have come to stronger opin-
ions, some positive and some not. We 
need to deal with these issues and the 
club can offer us a way to share what 
we’ve learned.

On the top of my list is a review 
and re-alignment of the by-lays to 
better represent the behavior of the 
club today. I’ve been involved in the 
club for over 30 years, through the 
45th and now WAS. I was president 
a couple of years in the late 80’s for 
the 45th. The by-laws were imagi-

nary as far as we knew. The present 
by-law adjustment is top on my 2013 
list. Since we’re huddling, seeking 
warmth this winter, what better time 
to look through the revision and offer 
constructive commentary. I’ll take 
time in a January meeting to go over 
the changes and initiate the change 
process.

Other items on my agenda in-
clude getting back to a web page for 
the club. Through the web, the news-
letter can be distributed with less 
load on your email account. The page 
can also support a calendar, and mes-
sage board. We’d had Bill Dewhurst 
lined up to fill the position as web 
master. Unfortunately (especially for 
Bill) he diagnosed with Leukemia 
soon after the Bend event last year. 
Our plans have been dropped into a 
holding pattern. 

Another position I’d like to fill 
is FAA liaison. With the loss of Tim 
Moon through retirement this last 
year, we’ve lost an excellent link 
with the FAA. A single point of con-

tact can ease communication with an 
important connection with the regu-
lators.

Mark suggested using some of 
our bank balance for a badge of 
membership in WAS. That badge can 
be a patch or vinyl window sticker. 
They would be available to current 
members. In years past, we’d used 
silk screen T-shirts. The challenges 
with size and cost of the order make 
a T-shirt repeat less interesting.

I’m calling a club meeting for 
January 19th  at 10:00 AM at the  
Salem FBO. We’ve used this facility 
before. It’s located at 3300 25th Street 
SE in Salem. 

I’d like to go over the by-law 
change intentions and allow some 
social time with cookies and light 
beverages. After the short meeting 
those who are interested in continu-
ing the social hour have the option 
to adjourn to the restaurant next door 
for a no-host lunch. 

Gentle breezes
Tim Gale
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
December 9, 2012 WAS Christmas Party Meeting 
and Elections

Executive Committee present 
Mark Trujillo, President 
Jason Fast, Sec/Treasurer 
Shari Gale, Newsletter Editor 

Total Members present was 24

Treasurer’s report for OSU Federal Credit Union  
  
Checking
+ $1249.26 Beginning Balance

Credits:
+ 250.00 2013 Dues

Debits:
- 23.11 Christmas Party
- 66.50 Christmas Party
+ 1409.65 Ending checking balance

Savings 
+ 105.00  Balance 
+ $1514.65  Balance of Checking and savings
 

Christmas party meeting:
Called to order at 3:17pm
Previous minutes approved and posted, motion by Cory, second by 
Sandy

• Cory talked about the upcoming balloon safety seminar in February

• Jason announced the Officer Election results
Tim Gale, President
Koh Murai, Vice President
Leslie Berning, Sec/Treasurer

• Cory thanked the current officers for their leadership of the club

• Mark brought up that Jason was purchasing a fixer upper Fire Fly 
7B

• Meeting closed at 3:26, motion by Ron, second by Randall

Non-Minutes
• White Elephant style gift exchange commenced and was enjoyed.
• Large quantities of food and drink were consumed by all.
• Good conversation and fun until the party dispersed.

This will be the last official report from your retiring Sec/Treasurer. 
It has been a pleasure to serve and a pleasure to pass the duties on to 
Leslie Berning. I know she will do an excellent job as your new Sec/
Treasurer.

Jason Fast, signing off
WAS Sec/Treasurer

Get fired up! 
Renew your 

WAS membership for 2013.
The application form can be found on page 8.

Print out the membership form, fill it out and mail it to 
WAS treasurer, Leslie Berning. 

You don’t want to miss out on any of the fun! 
Be sure to pay your dues today!



AeroStats January 2013 • Volume 15, Number 1 Page 4

Safety Seminar
By Cory Miller

The Pacific NW Safety Seminar 
will happen February 23, 2013 in 
Salem at the Mill Creek Best West-
ern, 3125 Ryan Dr. SE, Salem, OR  
97301. Each year I have strived to 
make the seminar educational with 
speakers from across the nation. I 
also strived to make each seminar 
different, bringing in many speakers 
that have not spoken at seminars in 
Oregon in the past. All of the speak-
ers with the exception of Gordon 
Schwontkoski have not spoken at 
a seminar in the Willamette Valley 
for at least five years with many of 
the speakers making their first ever 
appearance in Oregon. Not only is 
this seminar great for pilots, but there 
are many topics are great for crew 
members as well. 

Speakers for 2013 are:

Gordon Schwontkoski - Au-
thor of the book Crewing Essentials, 
Gordon has crewed for over 25 years. 
This has been everything from sport 
pilots, competition, corporate, and 
special shapes. He went around the 
country for many years when his 
brother had the AOL contract. Gor-
don is highly requested at seminars 
across the country and it is a great 
honor to have Gordon back for 
another year. This year, he will be 
speaking on crew safety and acci-
dents.

Brad Temeyer - Brad has never 
been to the Pacific NW and is very 
excited to make the trip out west. 
Brad is a meteorologist from South 
Dakota. He has been the meteorolo-
gist at many US Nationals and also 
worked on the team for the Worlds 
championship held in Battlecreek, 
Michigan. He has also worked on 
several gas flights as the meteo-
rologist. Many people do not realize 
this, but the meteorologist plays an 
important role on a gas flight trying 
to get the team the maximum dis-

tance without putting the team into 
harm. Brad has also worked closely 
on many record attempts. This year 
he will be speaking on Weather. He 
will go through some of the models 
he looks at and sites that he uses to 
forecast weather for events.

Bert Padelt - Like Brad, Bert has 
not been to the Pacific NW. Bert lives 
in Pennsylvania where he operates 
a repair station. He also builds gas 
balloons and has become a standard 
in helium gas ballooning. Bert will 
be speaking on maintenance and also 
speaking on some of the home build-
ing he has done. As many of you are 
aware, helium has become difficult to 
get for use in pibals. Bert will discuss 
using hydrogen in place of Helium as 
well.

Sam Parks - Sam is a former Hot 
Air Competition Division Chair for 
the BFA. He lives in North Carolina 
where he operates some commercial 
flights and owns a heating and air 
conditioning repair shop. Sam is also 
the assistant director for Balloon 
Fiesta. Recently, Sam with the help 
of Bert, helped start a gas balloon 
club in North Carolina. Sam will be 
speaking on competition flying and 
pilot decision making. The topic on 
competition will be more focused 
on competition within yourself and 
making yourself a better pilot. He 
will also discuss competition from 
the crew’s standpoint. 

Terri Ratkoviak - Many people 
know Terri from flying the Party 
Panda hot air balloon. Terri has been 
a commercial pilot for many years. 
She will be speaking on FARs. 

Portland General Electric - 
They will be presenting on power 
line safety and describe the actions 
that happen when a balloon hits a 
power line. They will also be bring-
ing a trailer to demonstrate power 
line strikes. This will be educational 
for both pilots and crews and how to 
handle the situation should one ever 
arise. 

Cost is $45.00 for pilots and 
$35.00 for crew and includes lunch. 
There are many price breaks if you 
would like to bring your entire team. 
Space is limited to only 90 people so 
make sure to sign up early to guaran-
tee your spot. After the seminar, there 
will be a no host dinner at The Ram 
in Salem. This gives the opportunity 
to talk with each of the presenters 
more in depth about their topics. 

To register, go to pacificnwsafe-
tyseminar.weebly.com. There is a 
form that you can fill out and pay for 
the seminar either with a credit card 
or check made out to Cory Miller.

If you have any questions, 
please feel free to call or e-mail me 
at hotairballoon1@gmail.com or 
5038774693. I look forward to see-
ing everyone there.

Don’t Miss the first WAS 
meeting of 2013!

Join us on Saturday, January 19 at 10 AM for the next WAS meet-
ing. It will be held at the Salem FBO building - 2nd floor. 

There will be a social hour followed by a quick business meet-
ing, followed by a no-host lunch at the restaurant next door. 

See you there!

http://pacificnwsafetyseminar.weebly.com/
http://pacificnwsafetyseminar.weebly.com/
mailto:hotairballoon1@gmail.com
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1. The lifting forces which act on 
a hot air balloon are primarily the 
result of the interior air tempera-
ture being

A) greater than ambient    
 temperature.

B) equal to ambient temperature.
C) less than ambient temperature.
D) variable

 2. Who may perform preventive 
maintenance on an aircraft and 
approve it for return to service?
1. Student or Recreational pilot.
2. Private or Commercial pilot.
3. None of the above.

A) 1.
B) 2.
C) Neither 1 or 2.
D) Either 1 or 2.

 3. Preventive maintenance has 

been performed on an aircraft. 
What paperwork is required?

A) The date the work was com-
pleted, and the name of the person 
who did the work must be entered in 
the airframe and engine logbook.

B) The signature, certificate 
number, and kind of certificate held 
by the person approving the work 
and a description of the work must 
be entered in the aircraft maintenance 
records.

C) Preventative maintenance 
work does not have to documented.

D) A full, detailed description of 
the work done must be entered in the 
airframe logbook.

 4. What regulation allows a pri-
vate pilot to perform preventive 
maintenance?

A) 14 CFR Part 61.113.

B) 14 CFR Part 91.403.
C) 14 CFR Part 43.7.
D) 14 CFR Part 91.3.

 5. On a balloon equipped with a 
blast valve, the blast valve is used 
for altitude control.

A) climbs and descents only.
B) scaring livestock below.
C) emergencies only.

 6. In a balloon, best fuel econo-
my in level flight can be accom-
plished by

A) riding the haze line in a tem-
perature inversion.

B) short blasts of heat at high 
frequency.

C) long blasts of heat at low 
frequency.

D) taking off with half fuel on 
board as to minimize gross weight.

Saturday, February 23, 2013
Salem, Oregon

Cost: $45.00 per person
To register on line at:

pacificnwsafetyseminar.weebly.com

Contact Cory Miller
503-510-1215 for more information.

Pacific NW 

Safety Seminar 

Here’s Your First Quick Quiz of 2013
by Mark Trujillo

Quiz continued on page 6

http://pacificnwsafetyseminar.weebly.com/
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 7. The initial temperature at 
which propane boils is

A) -44 °F.
B) +212°F.
C) +32 °F.
D) -60 °F.

 8. In hot air balloons, propane 
is preferred to butane or other 
hydrocarbons because it

A) is less volatile.
B) is slower to vaporize.
C) has a lower boiling point.
D) cheaper

 9. What should an owner or op-
erator know about Airworthiness 
Directives (AD’s)?

A) They are mandatory.
B) They are expensive to imple-

ment.
C) They are voluntary.
D) For Informational purposes 

only.

 10. All fuel tanks should be fired 
during preflight to determine

A) the burner pressure and condi-
tion of the valves.

B) that the pilot light functions 
properly on each tank.

C) if there are any clogged lines 
preventing the fuel to flow.

D) if there are any leaks in the 
tank.

 11. (Refer to figure 58 on page 
7.) What is the maximum altitude 
for the balloon if the gross weight 
is 1,000 pounds and standard 
temperature exists at all altitudes?

A) 11,000 feet.
B) 4,000 feet.
C) 10,000 feet.
D) 5,500 feet.

 12. What is a hazard of rapid 
descents?

A) The pilot light cannot remain 
lit with the turbulent air over the 
basket.

B) Passengers on board may 
experience discomfort.

C) Wind shear can cavitate one 
side of the envelope, forcing air out 
of the mouth.

D) Aerodynamic forces may col-
lapse the envelope.

 13. What is a potential hazard 
when climbing at maximum rate?

A) Deflation ports may be forced 
open.

B) The envelope may collapse.
C) The rapid flow of air may ex-

tinguish the burner and pilot light.
D) The envelope may experience 

stresses in excess of design limita-
tions.

 14. (Refer to figure 58.) What is 
the maximum altitude for the bal-
loon if the gross weight is 1,100 
pounds and standard temperature 
exists at all altitudes?

A) 1,000 feet.
B) 5,500 feet.
C) 4,000 feet.
D) 4,500 feet.

 15. (Refer to figure 57 on page 
7.) The gross weight of the balloon 
is 1,200 pounds and the maximum 
height the pilot needs to attain is 
5,000 feet. The maximum temper-
ature to achieve this performance 
is

A) +97 °F.
B) +37 °C.
C) +70 °F.
D) +97 °C.

 16. It may be possible to make 
changes in the direction of flight 
in a hot air balloon by

A) flying a constant atmospheric 
pressure gradient.

B) operating at different flight 
altitudes.

C) maintaining constant envelope 

operating temperature.
D) operating above the friction 

level, if there is no gradient wind.

 17. (Refer to figure 57.) The 
gross weight of the balloon is 
1,350 pounds and the outside air 
temperature (OAT) is +51°F. The 
maximum height would be

A) 8,000 feet.
B) 5,000 feet.
C) 10,000 feet.
D) 9,000 feet.

 18. How should a roundout from 
a moderate-rate ascent to level 
flight be made?

A) Reduce the amount of heat 
gradually as the balloon is approach-
ing altitude.

B) Immediately stop adding heat 
once the balloon has reached the 
desired flight altitude.

C) Vent at altitude and add heat 
upon settling back down to altitude.

D) Cool the envelope by venting 
and add heat just before arriving at 
altitude.

 19. Why should propane tanks 
not be refueled in a closed trailer 
or truck?

A) The propane vapor is odorless 
and the refuelers may be overcome 
by the fumes.

B) Propane is very cold and could 
cause damage to the truck or trailer.

C) Propane vapor is one and 
one-half times heavier than air and 
will linger in the floor of the truck or 
trailer.

D) It is against the law in many 
states.

 20. The valve located on the top 
of the propane tank which opens 
automatically when the pressure 
in the tank exceeds maximum al-
lowable pressure is the

A) blast valve.
B) pressure relief valve.
C) main valve.
D) metering valve.

Quick Quiz
continued from page 5 
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 21. Why should special precau-
tions be taken when filling the 
propane bottles?

A) During transfer, propane 
reaches a high temperature and can 
cause severe burns.

B) Propane vapor is super-cold 
and may cause severe freeze burns.

C) Propane is transferred from 
the storage tanks to the propane 
bottles under high pressure.

D) Do not continue to fill once 
propane escapes from the spitter 
valve.

 22. On cold days, it may be 
necessary to preheat the propane 
tanks because

A) there may be ice in the lines to 
the burner.

B) the propane needs to be 
thawed from a solid to a liquid state.

C) the temperature of the liquid 
propane controls the burner pressure 
during combustion.

D) propane will not flow well at 
temperatures below 32 °F.

 23. In addition to the required 
documents, what carry-on equip-
ment should be account-
ed for during preflight?

A) Emergency locator 
transmitter.

B) Two means of burner 
ignition.

C) Flotation gear.
D) GPS & radios.

Answers to the Quick 
Quiz below (no peaking 
ahead of time).

Quick Quiz
continued from page 6

Quick Quiz Answers: 

1A, 2B, 3B, 4C, 5A, 6B, 
7A, 8C, 9A, 10A, 11A, 
12A, 13A, 14C, 15A, 16B, 
17C, 18A, 19C, 20B, 21B 
or D, 22C, 23B
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Plan to come to the first 
WAS meeting of 2013.
Saturday, January 19 at 10 AM
Salem FBO building

Change is in the air!

We start with time 
to socialize, then 
there will be a
discusson on by-
law changes. 
The meeting will 
be followed
by a no-host lunch at the restaurant next door. Please join us!

Dear Editor,

I would like to respond to a 
couple of items in the Decmeber is-
sue of AeroStats. 

 First with regard to the cover 
photo, it has been pointed out that 
the tether harness/suspension cables 
have been rigged incorrectly.  Em-
barrassingly that is true, but there is a 
reasonable explanation.  The inflation 
being pictured was for drying out the 
envelope after our rainy landing at 
the WHAMOBASS event in Coal-
inga, Ca.  We had a bunch of folks 
trying to help out before the next rain 
bands hit the area.  As there was no 
intention of flying, our normal 2nd 
and triple checks were (obviously) 
skipped…yes, we were in a hurry.

Secondly with regard to the pic-
ture caption on page 5, we refer that 
that as crew education.  Alan was 

explaining that if there was too much 
water on the envelope when it was 
heated to help it dry that some of the 
water could boil which could serious-
ly degrade the fabric coating.  And, 
besides, there was only one sponge.

/s/ Alan Brandt

Happy Birthday
Ron Grove 1/10
Janice Fast 1/30
Alan Sanderson 1/30

2013 BFA High Sierra Youth Balloon Camp

July 21-25 at the Univerysity of Nevada Reno Campus
Registration is now open.

You can down load the registration pack at: 

http://tinyurl.com/bguull2

http://tinyurl.com/bguull2
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•  When DIAMONDWEAVE™, with it’s proven 500+ hour performance, is used in the 

entire envelope in substitution for a Hyperlife™ top/ripstop bottom there is no weight 
penalty.

•  The weight of DIAMONDWEAVE™ falls almost midway between standard ripstop and 
Hyperlife™, just one important part of our extensive playbook.

•  The current UK based supplier of ripstop and silicone coated fabric guarantees that 
our Hyperlife™ and standard ripstop fabrics are identical in coating and weight to 
those they supply to other balloon manufacturers regardless of the names marketed 
under.

•  An envelope built with HyperlifeTM top 1/3 and DIAMONDWEAVE™ in the lower 2/3, 
will weigh only slightly more; yet, is built from the two most durable and time-tested 
fabrics available in the hot air balloon industry today, a guaranteed winner!

•  DIAMONDWEAVE™ is still provided by the same supplier today as it was on day 
one. It continues to be the most tested fabric in the industry, with testing done at 
the manufacturer’s facility, and then again at Aerostar™, prior to acceptance by 
Lindstrand Balloons.

•  DIAMONDWEAVE™ offers the most color choices, with 19 standard shades

 
Call your local Lindstrand Dealer today for the latest offers and deals!

Get one and make this your best season yet!
Kong 503-819-5664, Vic 206-915-2002, Mandy 253-709-8889

TOUCHDOWN! It’s time for you to get in the game and kick off the
season with a new system or envelope from Lindstrand Balloons today!

Or You Could Light It Up with 
Your Friends by Joining WAS!

You’ll find a Membership Application at the end of this newsletter. 
Just fill it out, send it to Leslie Berning.

It’s as easy as that!

You Could Sit Out 
in the Dark
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
Enroll or new JB Membership. We will forward to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2013 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@wasballoon.org

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
from members or other sources 

does not imply endorsement of an 
event, or agreement with any 

opinions, comments or products 
presented by the author, 

by WAS, it’s officers 
and Newsletter Editor.

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

newsletter@wasballoon.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
iSoar flown by Mark Trujillo last July over the Santiam River near Jefferson, 

Oregon. Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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