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WAS President’s Letter
We’ve 

done it, had 
our first 
face-to-face 
meeting of 
the fall of 
2013. There 
were three 
people miss-
ing at the 
gathering in 
Salem. They 
were carry-
ing people 

that missed rides in the Great Prosser 
Balloon Rally of 2013. Cheryl, Car-
men and Dale: Thank you for going 
back to help cover some of the losses 
inflicted by the unfortunate weather 
situation in September. It’s difficult 
to lose all the planned flights for any 
event. One or two is normally toler-
able and the sponsors understand. 
Loosing all of the flights is more of 
an issue and puts events at risk for 
continued support. With the make-up 
flights from the Oregon contingent 
with volunteers from Washington, the 
sting of a lost weekend will be less 
painful. Thank You. 

Cordon Lewis delivered his 
presentation on the BFA Junior 
Balloonist camp in Reno that we 
requested when we offered a schol-
arship. He seems more enthusiastic 
than ever and interested in furthering 
his involvement with hot air bal-
loons. Listening to his comments, 
we may be sharing the sky with him 
in years to come. It seems that the 
camp offered a good dose of learn-
ing about balloons along with flight 
experiences and fun times with other 
balloonists. We as a club and bal-
loonists in general need to encour-
age young people to get involved to 
our ballooning passion. The current 
demographics aren’t favoring con-
tinued balloon operations except 
as an occasional oddity or full time 

commercial ride hauling. I’ve been 
into the sport side of balloon opera-
tions for over thirty years and it has a 
special place sharing the spontaneity 
and joy in unusual places as well as 
organized festivals. I don’t mean to 
denigrate ride operations as they of-
fer experiences to many. I only wish 
to share and continue the tradition of 
balloon festivals. They offer special 
weekends for so many and with a 
great variety of locations and situa-
tions. It’s a big part of my life.

We have a meeting scheduled for 
November 23rd in Salem at the FBO 
office. I’ll be calling for nominations 
for the 2014 officers, President, Vice 
President and Secretary Treasurer. 

The votes will be taken on or before 
the December meeting. The Final 
count and announcement will be at 
the December meeting as we gather 
for our annual Christmas party. The 
location remains to be selected. We 
plan to have a potluck with meats 
and beverages courtesy of the club. 

On to 2014: Cory Miller is 
organizing a Continuing Educa-
tion Seminar in Salem, slated for 
April 26th. He’s confirmed Gordon 
Schwontkowski, Andy Baird and 
Brad Temeyer so far.

See you in Salem on the 23rd.

Tim Gale

November WAS Meeting
Date: November 23, 2013
Time: 2:00 PM 
(Please note this later than originally announced)

Place: Salem Airport FBO
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society
General Meeting @ 
Salem Airport FAO
October 19, 2013
Minutes 

 
In Attendance: 
Tim Gale, President; Koh Murai, 
Vice President; Leslie Berning, 
Secretary/Treasurer; 12 members; 
and five guests.
 
10:10 call to order
 
May 2013 Meeting Minutes 
approved unanimously.
 
Treasurers Report – Leslie Berning
$1,547.95  previous balance   
 5/18/13      
$1,170.97 current balance   
 10/19/2013
Paid Tim Gale for website, bro-
chure printing; Paid Mark Trujillo 
for patches; Paid State of Oregon; 
Received two memberships.
 
Call for Nominations
Please send all Nomination for 
WAS Officers to Leslie Berning. 
She will contact the nominee 
before putting his/her name on the 
ballot. One-year elected positions 
are President, Vice President, and 
Secretary/Treasurer. Position are 
from January 1 ~ December 31. 
Elections will be held at the WAS 
Holiday Party in December.
 
President’s Report – Tim Gale
WAS accomplished several 
tasks this year, including Bylaws 
changed, purchasing vinyl clings 
and patches for Members; get-
ting a new web site up and run-
ning [www.WASballon.info]; and 

providing a partial sponsorship to 
Cordon Lewis to the High Sierra 
Balloon Camp in Reno, Nevada.
 
High Sierra Balloon Camp            
– Cordon Lewis
Cordon gave a powerpoint pre-
sentation on his experience. He 
thanked WAS members for “this 
enriching experience”. He plans to 
get his pilot’s license and buying a 
balloon.
 
General Discussions
• No local accidents or incidents 
were reported. But the power-line 
strike in Albuquerque is a remind-
er about one of the dangers of our 
sport.
• Alan Sanderson talked about 
the Rego hose ends. The FAA had 
issued a blanket AD to over-cover 
the issue, as there are perhaps six 
such ends in the United States. 
FAA has now revised the AD.
• At the 2013 Tigard Festival of 
Balloons, the FAA official inter-
preted the ruling on amateur-built 
balloons so as not to allow them to 
be flown under the event Waiver. 
Bob LeDoux asked WAS to recon-
nect with the FAA Liaison and re-
build a relationship between WAS 
and the FAA.
 
Events & Happenings
WAS Christmas Party will be Sun-
day, December 15, 2013 @ 
2:00 PM; location TBD.
 
Discussion on 2013 Events
Prosser had no flights. Carmen 
Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs & Dale are 
in Prosser this weekend to help 
fly the missed rides. Quincy had 
one day cancelled due to wind. 

Albany was all good. McMinnville 
had one good day, but on Sunday 
about half of the pilots flew due to 
wind. Woodburn Relay for Life did 
not happen due to wind. Mon-
tague had one day of flight. Tigard 
had two mornings and two night 
glows, but the last morning was 
cancelled due to rain.
 
In June 2013, there was a training 
session held at SLE on how to gain 
access to the airport in case of tak-
ing off from SLE or landing within 
SLE. However there seems to be 
no current plans for WAS members 
to be using SLE.
 
Shari Gale updated us on the con-
dition of Estelle deMontgolfier.
 
Good of the Order
Bill Hughes at Liberty Balloon 
School would be interested in put-
ting on a local ground school class 
for student pilots if there were 
enough interest. It is an intense 
one-day class. It could also be a 
refresher for current pilots at a re-
duced rate of approximately $50. 
Shari Gale will put more informa-
tion into the newsletter.
 
Northwest Safety Seminar is being 
planned by Cory Miller for April 
2014. There may also be one in 
Jackson County in 2014.
 
Next meeting November 23, 2013 
at 2:00pm @ Salem Airport FAO
 
11:18 adjournment

http://www.wasballon.info/
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In August Tim and I went to the 
Spirit of Boise Balloon Rally, later 
in the month we went to The Great 
Prosser Balloon Rally. The two 
events could not have been more 
different. While Boise had some bad 
weather, we also had the best fly-
ing day we’ve had in over 30 years. 
In Prosser we had bad weather for 
three days in a row. Both rallies did 
have something in common. On 
Sunday in Boise and on Friday in 
Prosser the weather wasn’t good for 
a free flight, but it was good enough 
to stand the balloons up to give the 
crowd a “showboat” event. On both 
occasions Checkmate was inflated, 
people snapped photos, and drifted 
over to the basket to ask questions 
about ballooning. Sadly, on both oc-
casions many pilots decided to keep 
their balloons in their trailers, while 
they ducked out for a quick trip out 
of town (in Boise) or go to an early 
breakfast (in Prosser). 

That bothered me. We had people 
coming up to us in Boise to say 
“Thank you for coming to town.” or 
“Thanks for answering all our ques-
tions.” While a static display is noth-
ing to us, it means a lot to the people 
who have gotten up so very early in 
the morning to come out to see the 
balloons. 

We need to start thinking of bal-
loon events from the perspective of 
the rally organizer, the sponsors, and 
the spectators. When we opt to keep 
our equipment hidden away, we are 
turning our backs on the people that 

make these rallies happen.
Scott Spencer, the organizer of 

the Boise event, said, “If people 
want to continue to have quality, 
sponsored balloon events to attend, 
they need to wake up and come to 
the party. Funding for balloon rallies 
which have very little return on in-
vestment for sponsors are increasing-
ly more difficult to fund.” He went 
on to mention that Kevin Godwin, of 
Peak Broadcasting and the primary 
sponsor of the Spirit of Boise Bal-
loon Classic, had noticed that only 
about half of the balloons inflated on 
Sunday. Scott said, “Kevin was mad 
because he expects the people I invite 
to the event to be professional and 
meet their obligation to the event as 
they agreed to do when they signed 
up, without having to chase them 
down or otherwise push to get things 
done. While we shouldn’t have to 
say it, that includes participating in 
EVERY event, social and flight. It’s 
become a very serious problem. 

“When talking to me about the 
Balloon Classic in Boise, Kevin says 
‘I get that by the last day people are 
ready to go home, but this event is 
not a weekend, ‘no host’ get together, 
Scott. Peak spends better than $100K 
so your friends can come fly here 
in Boise and we all have people we 
need to answer to when things don’t 
go as planned. They commit to three 
morning flight operations at our 
direction, they need to ALL keep that 
promise, no exceptions.’ ”

Don’t forget the spectators. They 

are the reason the sponsors are will-
ing to part with their advertising dol-
lars to a balloon event. In Prosser, we 
talked to several out of town specta-
tors who had traveled to town just to 
see the hot air balloons. They spent 
their own money on fuel, lodging and 
meals. They deserve something in re-
turn for their investment. A photo op 
and a little question and answer time 
with a balloonist is not too much to 
ask of us. 

Three WAS pilots and their crew, 
along with several from Western 
Washington, recently took the time 
and trouble to go back to Prosser, 
Washington (about a six hour drive) 
to fly the sponsors who were un-
able to go up the weekend of the 
rally. This type of behavior goes 
well above and beyond. I’m sure the 
sponsors, all local business people, 
will be talking about the generosity 
of these people for months to come. 
This type of thing goes a long way 
towards bring advertising dollars to a 
balloon event. 

If we want to continue to have 
quality balloon rallies in the Pacific 
Northwest, and if we want to con-
tinue to be invited to those rallies, 
then we need to take our responsibili-
ties to the organizer, sponsors and 
spectators seriously. We need to treat 
them with respect and give as much 
or more than we receive. A big shout 
out goes to Carman Blakely, Cheryl 
Isaacs, and Dale Justice for modeling 
the behaviors we should all aspire to 
emulate. 

Shari Gale
AeroStats Editor

Editorial: What Goes Around Comes Around

Happy Birthday

Michelle Gouldsmith 11/7
Robert Raper 11/8

We look forward to seeing everyone at the 
November WAS meeting.
Saturday, November 23 at 2:00 PM

Salem Airport FBO 
It’s easy to find. Follow the signs to the Flight Deck Restaurant - it’s right next door.
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Prosser: Take Two

Two top photos by Laryy Simberger.  
Please do not reuse these photos 
without Larry’s permission.
Two bottom photos by Dale Justice. 

Dedicated crew member Mary Heath.

The Great Prosser Balloon Rally was completely weath-
ered out this year. Wanting to make things right with the 
sponsors and the disappointed riders several balloonist 
returned to Prosser in Eastern Washington the weekend 
of September 19th. They were Carmen Blakely, Cheryl 
Isaacs, Dale Justice (all from Oregon), plus Mandy 
Johnson, and Dawne Smith Rushkarski from the Seattle 
area. On Sunday they were joined by Jerry Cummins 
from Walla Walla, WA.

This time around the weather was much, much bet-
ter than the last weekend of September. As you can see 
there was a little early fog near the river, but it quickly 
dissipated. Several pilots were able to land back at the 
airport.

Time to Nominate & Vote for the 
 2014 WAS Executive Committee

       First Step: 

  Make a nomination for the WAS Executive Committee  
  no later than November 15th. 
  Send your nominations via e-mail to: 
  Leslie Berning at: 
  balloonistlab@yahoo.com

    Second step: 

 Vote. The ballot will be e-mailed to you on November 20th. 
Please be sure to vote by return e-mail by December 7th, or 
bring your ballot to the Christmas party. The 2014 Executive 
Committee will be announced at the WAS Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 15th. 
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The 49th year of the Whiskey 
Hill Atherton Menlo Oaks Balloon-
ing and Sporting Society annual 
balloon and anvil flights was again 
held at Coaling Station A (Coalinga), 
Ca.   What a great year for flights, 
food and frivolity after an 11 month 
wait.  After several years of rain and 
wind outs the event was grudgingly 
moved from its historical date of late 
November (think Montgolfier) to the 
new late October date.  At least for 
this year the moved proved highly 
successful.

I arrived late on Wednesday to 
perfect weather and met up with 
some of our early arriving crew on 
Thursday morning.  We were able 
to get our camp set up and with no 
WHAMO Central to construct this 
year had the afternoon all to our-
selves to relax and prepare for what 
looked like a perfect weekend.  As 
we contemplated having a pool on 
the arrival time of our pilot I noticed 
him coming down the highway.  
Wait!  it is not even dark (actually 
before 6 PM), someone check the 
Earth’s rotation we must have driven 
into an alternate reality.  We later 
learned that they had been in Napa 
for a balloon annual for a couple 

of days so a 6 PM 
arrival from there 
made more sense.  
The Earth is rotat-
ing again and we 
have returned to our 
reality…whatever 
that is.

As expected 
Friday morning 
was a perfect day 
for flying.  Light 
and variable winds 
with nothing in the 
sky but contrails 
greeted the four 
balloons that had 
made the early trip this year.  
We got introduced to an ex 
Coalingan (now from Tennes-
see) who returns each year 
for Homecoming week at the 
College.  David was thrilled to 
be added to the crew and get 
his first balloon flight.  Our 
inflation went much better than 
I might have expected as High 
Hopes had just come out of the 
repair station after the annual.  
Soon Alan, David and Brian 
(crew member and new PCA 
member) were drifting lazily 

around the school.  Since 
Dana Thornton wasn’t flying 
this morning, Alan did his best 
Dana imitation and was able 
to return back to the launch 
field.  As we sat on the field…
no one was in a hurry to pack it 
up…some of the teachers from 
the preschool next to the field 
brought over a gaggle of little 
ones (3-4 years is my estimate) 
to get a closer look.  We were 
all too happy to let them get up 
close.  As the kids were staring 
upward with wide eyes Alan 
did an unannounced burn to 
keep us stable.  The kids eyes 
got wider, the screams started 
and they were scattering in 

every which direction.  I must say 
that the teachers were even faster and 
quickly had them all corralled and 
comforted.  There were a couple of 
the kids that really never moved and 
kept staring at the balloon…those 
must be our next generation of aero-
nauts.  Although it did make quite 
a sight and I thought kind of funny, 
we’ll have to remember to watch and 
warn the crowd before the next burn.  
As we were getting ready to pack 
up another local, Jonesy, came by.  
Seems they had flown over his house 
and he chased us back to field on 
foot.  He was truly excited about see-
ing it all up close so we invited him 
to help out and join us for our first 

WHAMOBASS 49, 2013

A group of pre-schoolers loved looking at the balloon, until 
the burner went off. Photos on this page by Corky Fisher.

Continued on page 7
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flight ceremony.  Jonesy agreed to 
come out on Saturday morning with 
his wife to help out and we readily 
accepted the offer.  We spent a fabu-
lous, lazy afternoon under the trees at 
the Elks Lodge while we watched as 
more pilots and crews began to arrive 
for the weekend.

Saturday morning was as clear 
and calm as expected…well, calm 
until our Balloonmeister, Deke Son-
nichsen fired the anvil to call the 
pilots to briefing.  I would estimate 
the anvil got about 8 to 10 feet in the 
air…a perfect anvil flight.  A lot of 
us complained we couldn’t hear Pat 
Moore’s briefing due to the ringing in 
our ears.  The weather forecast was 
perfect and you would have to get to 
10,000’ before any winds would be 
two digits (11 MPH.)  For the really 
adventurous it was announced that at 
53,000’ the winds were forecast at 2 
MPH…Oxygen, anyone?  After the 
yell of “Aerostation” soon the launch 
field was filled with the colors of the 
18 balloons being inflated.  This was 
to be Clair Lucas’(English Clair) 
check flight so we put her in charge 
of the inflation and training the new 
crew that we had signed up on Fri-
day.  We were able to get Jonesy into 
the basket for his first flight…not 
sure we could 
have kept him 
out…so he might 
be able to sleep 
tonight.  Told us 
he hadn’t slept 
very well just 
thinking about 
Saturday morn-
ing.  Clair had a 
nice flight as she 
completed the 
tasks requested 
by Alan and was 
finally able to set 
down at the old 
airport just north 
of the launch 
field.  That made 

for an easy pickup and soon we were 
back on the field for the post flight 
ceremony and tailgate.  As Jonesy 
had watched the previous day’s cer-
emony we had to somehow surprise 
him a bit.  Brian, our crew, found a 
large water bucket and made sure 
that Jonesy saw him holding it acting 
as if it was very heavy…it wasn’t.  
As the time for the blessing  came 
Brian started moving toward Jonesy 
who started to move away from the 
bucket right under my always avail-
able water bottle…perfect!  Everyone 
had a great time and we all enjoyed 
a wonderful brunch as supplied by 
pilot and crew members.  A new pilot 
to this event was Crystal Stout out 
of Washington.  Seems she had an 
invitation to the Leon, Mexico event 
in November and some of the local 
Fresno pilots who also attend Leon 
had suggested she fly then take the 
balloon to Fresno where they would 
help get it packed up and ready to be 
shipped to Mexico.  Her comment to 
me after today’s flight was it was too 
brown here.  She wanted more green.  
Sorry, Crystal, if there isn’t any water 
for the crops there isn’t much for 
anything else.

At the pilot briefing we had 
all received our “tasks” from this 
year’s Chief Judge, Bobbie Thorn-
ton.  Bobbie had been a (very) late 
fill in judge as the first judge had to 
back out at the last minute.  Bobbie 

did a great job in design-
ing the tasks that could be 
completed even while on 
the field.  The main task 
was a treasure hunt for at 
least 9 objects somehow 
related to ballooning/fly-
ing each of which need to 
start with one of the letters 
in W-H-A-M-O-B-A-S-S.  
Then you had to develop a 
skit, story or poem ex-
plaining your “treasures.”  
We learned that Jonesy’s 
wife, Kristen, loved to 
write poetry so we quickly 
collected our stuff while 
she wrote.  The second 
task was to show her the 

oldest balloon shirt that had been 
brought to the event.  Since Bobbie 
was wearing a 1979 WHAMOBASS 
shirt, this was the part of the task for 
which she would take bribes…yeah, 
the shirt off her back if your bribe 
was good enough.  Since our oldest 
shirt was 1997 we gave the bribing 
a shot…VIP badges, foot massages, 
cocktails before dinner, etc.  A third 
task was for those 10 and under…
tell Bobbie your best joke.  After a 
great dinner by the Elks staff it was 
time for the awards…but wait, Pat 
Moore came up with some auction 
items which Bobbie got to do her 
best Vanna impressions for various 
older event shirts and jackets.  After 
the kids came up to tell their jokes…
one of them was many times 10…
four crews got up and made their pre-
sentations to Bobbie.  We missed a 
very obvious “S” treasure, that being 
Deke Sonnichsen, and several of the 
presentations made use of Aerosta-
tion for one of the “A”s.  When the 

WHAMOBASS
Continued from page 6

Jonsey going aloft for the first time.
Photo by Corky Fisher

Photo by George Walton

Continued on page 8
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presentations were complete Bob-
bie had the tough task of choosing 
one…and she picked US…wow, now 
Alan gets to display the old seismo-
graph with a seismogram of the 1983 
Coalinga earthquake…note the two 
“S”s, we missed that one too.  Our 
bribes could not match up with the 
old single malt scotch that was given 
to Bobbie for her husband, Mark.  A 
great day for flying, food and fun.

Four balloons had agreed to have 
Dawn Patrol flights on Sunday morn-
ing.  When I got to the field only two 
balloons were flying as it seems the 
others had issues with their lights.  It 
is still pretty in the still of the dark, 
early morning.  The weather forecast 
remained perfect for the third day 
in a row.  Unfortunately a broken 
fuse prevented the Flying Lady from 
making a second flight this weekend, 
but there were no such problems with 
the balloons.  As our new crew was 
out again this morning we were able 
to give Kristen her first flight along 
with Clair’s crew chief, Fred.  The 
winds were still very light and Alan 
spent a lot of time over 6500’ and af-

ter an hour 
was still 
less than 
5 miles 
from the 
field.  As 
we headed 
out to the 
balloon, 
Alan tried 
to plant 
a landing 
along the 
side of 
the road.  
Sadly we 
were about 
60 seconds 
late and he 
bounced 
across the 
road and 
made an 
incursion 

WHAMOBASS
Continued from page 7

Kirsten was initiated with pom-
poms plus a sneak attack from 
a water bottle. Photo by Linda 
Walton.

into an adolescent pistachio orchard.  
No damage was done to the balloon 
as the trees were still only about 6 
feet tall and there were only a few 
leaves knocked from the trees.  I did 
notice some loose nuts around, but I 
think most of them came out of the 
chase vehicles.  We were able to drop 
line the balloon back across the road 
for a quick packup.  After the land-
ing, Fred made a comment to Clair 
that he would have preferred it if she 
had taken up knitting rather than hot 
air balloons.  We made it back to the 
field for our final ceremony and tail-
gate of the weekend.  Since Kirsten 
had been in attendance for Jonesy’s 
ceremony we added a new wrinkle.  
Brian still had the “heavy” bucket, 
but this time it was filled with cheer-
leader pompoms.  I gave the real wa-
ter bottle to another crew member so 
Kristen wouldn’t know where it was 
coming from….success, again!  It 
should be noted that the forecast was 
for winds in Coalinga around 5 PM.  
They actually arrived at 4:50 PM so 
kudos to the weather service.

It was a wonderful weekend 
of flying after a few disappointing 
years.  The weather was perfect (by 
one day) so we will certainly hope 
for the future.  We did miss all the 
camaraderie of WHAMO Central and 
the burrito breakfast.  Our thanks to 
Deke, Pat (and family), West Hills 
College, the City of Coalinga and the 
Elks lodge for a wonderful weekend.

I know Pat wants to make next 
year, Number 50, really special…
maybe even get 50 balloons.  So put 
it on the calendar now (October 24-
26) for a fun weekend of flying, food 
and fun.  Maybe you and your crew 
can take home the coveted seismo-
graph next year.

Now, about that seismograph...I 
noticed when I was showing it to 
Kristen on Sunday that the plaque on 
the award is “Whiskey Hill Atherton 
Menlo Oaks Ballooning and Seismic 
Society.”  So what is this group…
sporting or seismic?...did the earth 
move for you?

Alan Brandt

Photo above and top left by Linda 
Walton. Photo to the immediate left 
by Corky Fisher.
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

There seems to be some con-
fusion amongst balloonists as to 
what paperwork, documents and/
or logbooks must be kept on file for 
eternity and be carried in the aircraft.  
Some pilots have been told they must 
carry the logbooks.  This is not true.  

FAR 91.417 is very specific about 
maintenance records and states in 
section (c) “the owner or operator 
shall make all maintenance records 
required to be kept by this sec-
tion available for inspection by the 
Administrator (any FAA personnel) 
or any authorized (emphasis added) 
representative of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB)”. 

The rule does not say “immedi-
ately”, it says “shall make…avail-
able”.  If the logbook is at the repair 
station, which is closed, the log is 
available to whomever but will take 
awhile to access.      

The same section goes on to 
say…I love this one… “In addition, 
the owner or operator shall present 

the Form 337 described in paragraph 
(d) of the section for inspection upon 
request of any law enforcement of-
ficer”.  Why would such a person ask 
for a 337 in the first place, and if they 
did, would they know what it means? 

 In truth, how many readers know 
what a 337 is and what it is used for?  
I bet not everyone, and that is OK 
because, unless you have modified 
your aircraft and changed the weight 
and balance characteristics, there is 
no reason to know that.  You can read 
91.417 (d) if you are really curious.

So, how long do you have to 
keep maintenance records?  Every 
owner and pilot should know this so 
that one does not fly an aircraft that 
is not “legal”.

Section (a) says, “….shall keep 
the following records for the periods 
specified….”

Section (a) (1) goes on to say, 
“Records of the maintenance, pre-
ventative maintenance, and alteration 

and records of the 100-hour, annual, 
progressive, and other required or 
approved inspections, as appropriate, 
for each aircraft….”  More of this 
section specifies what is to be noted 
in the records.

(a)(2) speaks of the overhauling 
of “all items installed on the aircraft 
which are required to be overhauled 
on a specific time basis”.  Over-
hauled is another word for replaced 
and for balloonists that usually 
means fuel lines/hoses and some tank 
valves.  Do not confuse “overhaul” 
with “inspected”.

I did not mention how long which 
has to be kept, because it is important 
for owners and operators to know 
and understand the information and 
the context of FAR 91.417.  It is a 
short regulation to read and well 
worth the investigation.  Besides, 
when was the last time you took your 
FARs off the shelf?

More photos from WHAMOBASS

Photo above by Corky Fisher, photo 
on right by Linda Walton.

Ground School Anyone?

Bill Hughes of Liberty Bal-
loon School is interested in 
coming back out to Oregon this 
spring to give another excellent 
presentation. If you are a student 
pilot this weekend class serves as 
a intensive course before taking 
your written exam. For those with 
a private or commercial license it 
will serve as a refresher course. 
The class can also count as a 
safety seminar.

To make the journey this 
far west Bill will need four new 
students (cost $395 each), LBS 
alumni would pay $50 each, or the 
safety seminar credit the cost is 
also $50 each.

If you are interested in this op-
portunity please let club president, 
Tim Gale (wasprez@icloud.com) 
know.
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Be sure to come to the 
WAS Christmas Party
on Sunday, December 15, 2013

2 PM
 

It’s at Leslie Berning’s home 
850 Carmelcrest Court SE, Salem, OR

WAS will supply a ham, a turkey, sodas and water. 

Please bring a dish to share:
Last name: A-K = Salad/Veggie Dish 

L-N = Main Dish
O-Z = Dessert

It’s Tim
e To Renew Your WAS membership for 2014!

You will find an application on page 11 of this newsletter. Don’t miss out on the fun!

It’s almost 
WAS 

Party Time!

See you
on the 
15th!
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Lift off in 2010 during the Balloons Over Bend rally. Photo by Bill Dewhurst.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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