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WAS President’s Letter
Here 

it is Octo-
ber already 
and Mother 
Nature has 
told us in 
the North-
west that the 
season is 
over. Unfor-
tunately, the 
stop occurred 
on Friday in 
Prosser with 

the conditions deteriorating further as 
the weekend progressed. Weather has 
been a bit more fickle than in years 
past with Boise losing three days to 
winds. While we are disappointed 
when stuck on the ground, we have 
more chances to visit with friends 
and strangers to speak of ballooning 
and the good times we have. 

When we do contact the public 
during balloon gatherings, we have a 
great opportunity to further interest 
in ballooning and inform outsiders 
of our rather odd activity. Yes, we 
do make great photo opportunities 
when our craft graces the skies, yet 
the public is observing from a dis-
tance and may be working with poor 
knowledge of our capabilities and 
limitations. When folks can approach 
us, look inside and talk, we have an 
opportunity to inform them and pique 
even more interest. Our population of 
balloonists is shrinking and getting 
older. Some are leaving, finding the 
physical demands a bit much or as 
a result of other health issues. There 
are few younger people joining our 
passion, yet some of the people you 
meet at launch fields and landings 
come up to visit amount to potential 
new enthusiasts. It’s in our best inter-
est to take time to engage them and 
boost interest. In Boise this year, we 
had a family from Utah that came out 
on a whim. Their teen daughter was 

incensed at being drug out of bed 
before dawn to stand out in the cold. 
Her sour mood persisted until the 
envelopes began to inflate, where her 
eyes lit up and she became engaged 
in the morning’s activities. Dad was 
to go fishing during the weekend 
until he joined the chase and decided 
to come out the next morning. Mom 
and the younger daughter got into the 
event right away. I mention the fam-
ily as an example of the transforma-
tion from a family finding different 
things to occupy a weekend in Boise 
to a family taking time together to 
get involved in ballooning and build 
fond memories of the experience. 

Then there’s Sunday at Boise: 
Another wind-out morning with a 
closed field. Scott asked us to assem-
ble and inflate our craft for display. 
Checkmate was up and we had a 
string of folks coming by to visit, 
ask questions, take photos and see 
balloons up close. Sure, a lot of the 
questions are repeats and the public 
can be ill informed, yet the stand up 
display offers an opportunity to con-
verse, inform and meet good people. 
Static displays are certainly second 

best, yet they do entertain the public. 
When we attend an event, our travel 
money is offered to support our 
entertainment of the public, not just 
be in town. We’re invited because we 
are willing to engage with the public 
using our craft. Let’s use the op-
portunity of a poor day for flying to 
entertain and inform new people. We 
can use all of the positive vibes we 
can muster. Events are having more 
and more trouble securing fund-
ing. Goodwill and entertainment for 
our guests, the public, will help the 
events to continue.

On to another topic: We have 
Cordon Lewis coming to our October 
meeting in Salem to report on his 
experiences at the BFA Jr. Balloonist 
camp in Reno. He’s enthusiastic after 
the camp and anxious to tell us about 
his experiences. This meeting should 
offer a good start to the fall and 
winter meetings. I hope to see you 
October 19th at 10:00 AM at the SLE 
FBO, one road south of the tower.

Gentle Breezes,
TimG
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Happenings!
in the Pacific Northwest           and beyond
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October 2013

October 5-13
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc., 1-888-422-7277
http://balloonfiesta.com

Upcoming WAS Meetings 
October 2013

Saturday, October 19, 10:00 AM
WAS Meeting
Salem Airport FBO
(One road south of the tower)
Salem, Oregon
Presentation by Jr. balloonist, 
Cordon Lewis. 
(Come to the meeting to support this 
young man. We need more kids like 
him in this sport!) 

It’s Time!
It’s time to think about the 2014 WAS elections. 

If you want to be president, vice president, or secretary/treasurer 
don’t be afraid to put your name on the ballot. 

Or if you know someone who would be a good representative of WAS, let us know. 
We’ll contact them to see if they are willing to run for election. 

Just send an e-mail to: wasprez@icloud.com

November 2013

Saturday, November 23, 10:00 AM
WAS Meeting
Salem, Oregon

December 2013

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 AM
WAS Christmas Party
Salem, Oregon

Happy Birthday
Jim Smith 10/2
Kris Trujillo 10/15
Marilyn Barnhart 10/27
Greg Miller 10/27

Did you know 
WAS patches and 
window clings are 

available?

They are only available to WAS 
members. We’ve been trying to 

hand them out at various events. 
If you have not received yours 

yet, get in touch with either Tim 
or Shari Gale. 

wasprez@icloud.com 
or sharigaleor@gmail.com

http://balloonfiesta.com
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Continued on page 5

The Great Reno 
Balloon Race — 2013

We just finished a great weekend 
of flying at the 32nd annual Great 
Reno Balloon Race. It was another 
wonderful year here in the Biggest 
Little City.

We started our trip to Reno a few 
days early amidst dire predictions 
of a choking, smoke filled weekend.  
However, on Tuesday the NWS was 
forecasting strong westerly winds 
would be helping to scour out the 
smoke from the Yosemite Rim fire.  
As we approached Reno at noon 
on Wednesday the air quality was 
degrading quickly and as we came 
down the hill from Stead Airport we 
could hardly make out the buildings 
downtown…it was pretty ugly. As 
the afternoon wore on the winds did 
pick up making the forecast seem 
reasonable.

 As we were not scheduled to fly 
Thursday for media day, I only got 
up when I heard the National Anthem 
for the launch of the flag carrying 
balloon and watched a single row of 
balloons head north one at a time. It 
was almost like a beautiful strand of 
multi-colored pearls strung across 
the sky. The air, at least on the west 
side of the valley seemed much bet-
ter this morning, but the winds from 
the south didn’t bode too well as that 
would seem to bring more smoke 
from the fire. Mothra had been due 
to arrive late Wednesday evening, 

but learned Thursday morning they 
had just gotten on the road. We got to 
spend a very relaxing day at the RV 
visiting with a friend from Fallon and 
actually enjoyed the afternoon as the 
winds really began to blow and the 
sky kept turning bluer. We got a call 
about 9 PM that Alan and company 
had finally arrived in Sparks and 
made arrangements to meet them on 
the launch field in the morning.

This year the festival was trying 
something new having a big pre-
flight Glow Show on Friday as Dawn 
Patrol is only planned for Saturday 
and Sunday. I talked Linda into get-
ting up early enough to watch the 
show promising her that we wouldn’t 
have to go down for the Dawn Patrol 
shows on the weekend. We got up 
at oh, so dark o’clock and made our 
way to the field just as most of the 
43 balloons scheduled to participate 
in the glow were finishing up their 
cold packs. It looked to me like some 
of the balloons were having a lot of 
trouble with the envelopes dishing in 
a rather stiff and sudden breezes. We 
watched and shuddered as the mass 
standup was started and while some 
of the balloons were able to stand up 
with too much difficulty, others were 
rocking and rolling before Balloon-
miester, Katie Griggs, shut down 
the show. I heard of a few scorched 
skirts, but am amazed that there 

wasn’t more damage. Although the 
ground winds subsided quickly as the 
sun came up, after pilot briefing, we 
were put on a 15 minute hold due to 
a jet of wind blowing south (toward 
downtown) just a few hundred feet 
off the deck.

As the morning air warmed, the 
south wind seemed to die away and 
once the hold was released, many 
of the 90+ balloons began to inflate 
and launch into what became a very 
light and variable flying day. With no 
assigned passengers from the event 

Alan Brandt rode in Mothra on Sunday in Reno. 
Photo by Linda Brandt
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we got a couple of our crew into the 
balloon and soon joined all the oth-
ers as they floated (slowly) around 
the field with most going just a bit 
to the west. Alan finally located a 
empty lot to set Mothra down in, but 
the winds were just enough to not 
give me enough time to get the tarp 
laid out. We packed up and headed 
back to the field as Alan kept getting 
calls about repairs…maybe there 
was more damage this morning than 
I knew. We sent Alan on his way to 
set up the repair station while Linda 
and I headed back to the RV for naps 
and additional R&R.  We had a nice 
early dinner with Alan’s nephew and 
family and didn’t learn until Satur-
day morning that the repairs were 
not completed until nearly midnight.  
We had noticed that during our 
chase there were a lot of NV Power 
trucks out roaming around and sitting 
staged where they might be needed 
to help out…an interesting concept.  
I talked with one crew member who 
told how one truck came over as the 
balloon was behind a locked gate.  
He discovered that it was an “illegal” 
lock and had his partner bring out the 
“master key”…yep, the bolt cutters.  
He handed the crew a new lock and 
asked them to lock up when they 
were packed up. Everyone in Reno 
totally supports this event!

By Saturday the only really 
noticeable effects from the Yosemite 
fire was a slight haze along the east 
side of the valley and a fantastic red 
sunrise which bathed the field as the 
balloons flying the colors ascended 
and the T6 trainers flew in forma-
tion overhead. The winds were again 
quite light and not in the direction of 
any of the scoring targets. We waited 
on the field to launch for quite awhile 
as the overhead traffic didn’t seem to 
be in any hurry to get out of our way.  
Alan made a nice street landing much 
to the delight of the local neighbor-
hood. One woman was thrilled as 
balloons had landed in previous years 

down the street or over the fence 
but never at her “address.” I’m glad 
they had a good fence as the dog in 
the yard seemed all too anxious to 
get out to us. We goaded Alan into 
the brunch at the Bonanza after the 
flight before sending him again to 
the repair station to finish up some 
promised work…at least he was done 
by 7 PM for a much needed longer 
night’s sleep.

As we arrived at the field on Sun-
day there was a bit more haze due 
mostly to the light winds that that 
stayed all day Saturday. The Dawn 
Patrol balloons had hardly made a 
distance off the field with about half 
landing back on the field as the rest 
of us began to get ready for the hare 
and hounds competition. With very 
light winds again there seemed to be 
somewhat more scoring opportunities 
and although we “saw” both targets, 
we couldn’t keep a good track on 
either of them.  After spending what 
seemed like an eternity becalmed 
over a cemetery, Alan finally made 
another nice street landing…plant on 
one side of the street, bounce to the 
other side, then sliding a few feet up 
a gravel driveway while the residents 
sat on the porch with their coffee 
watching the balloons converging 
on the neighborhood. We were able 
to walk Mothra over to an empty lot 
(for sale: ½ acre, $75,000 if you’re 
interested) for an easy pack up.  For 
some of you Gilroy, Ca. pilots one 
of the residents came over to talk 
to Alan. Seems she used to live in 
Gilroy and actually had some flying 
time with Ken O’Conner. She asked 
about some of his other students spe-
cifically mentioning Jeanne Anson 
and Kathy Larson…guess it is really 
a little city in a small world, after all.

All our thanks to Katie and her 
volunteers, City of Reno, all the 
sponsors (too numerous to name), 
NV power and all the pilots and 
crews for making this a great, fun 
weekend.  We especially enjoyed 

having the balloon trading cards 
available to hand to the spectators 
(after the pilot told us they were 
there.) What a great way to get the 
crowd (especially the kids) involved.  
Guess we should make sure Alan has 
a new picture to send next year so 
we’ll look a bit different.

Alan Brandt

The Great Reno Balloon Race
Continued from page 4

Photos by Linda & Alan Brandt
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The Great Reno Balloon Race — 2013
Photos by Linda & Alan Brandt
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We’ve been fortunate enough to 
attend every rally in Quincy, WA. 
Wait. Quincy? Where’s Quincy? 
Quincy is in Central Washington, 
just down the road a piece from 
Wenatchee. The city’s websites tag 
line reads: Where Agriculture Meets 
Technology. Those four words con-
cisely describe the area.

Quincy is surrounded by farm-
land. It’s also home to large data cen-
ters for Yahoo!, Microsoft, and Intuit. 
Our sponsor for the Quincy rally is 
Yahoo! The representative we have 
dealt with every year is a charming 
woman named Lisa Kartstetter. Her 
family lives on a farm and the apple 
harvest was in full swing when we 

were in town. Lisa and her family are 
the perfect representatives for Quincy 
embodying both the agricultural and 
technology connections. 

This year Tim took up Lisa’s 
sister, Tricia. I climbed into Lisa’s 
car and chased with her. Everywhere 
we went people would stop and come 
over to talk to Lisa. She seems to 
know everyone in the valley. Her 
connections added a whole new layer 
of enjoyment to the chase process.

Needless to say, Lisa knew the 
family who owned the land where 
Tim came down. He barely touched 
their field. He used Kemp Lindsey’s 
balloon, Liberty Bell, as a bumper 
to stop his forward momentum. 
It was fun to watch. As soon as 
Checkmate came to a stop, mem-
bers from Kemp’s crew as well as 
our own grabbed the basket handles 
and walked the balloon over to the 

farmer’s road. Once Liberty Bell was 
packed away, we used Kemp’s tarps. 
Why drag out and then pack up two 
sets of tarps? We helped pack up Lib-
erty Bell’s tarps, so it was a win-win 
situation. 

Oh! And I’d better acknowl-
edge that Jerry Cummins found the 
farmer’s road first. He claims he lead 
the way into that landing site. He was 
also the first to give tether rides to 
the farmer’s grandsons. 

After the flight we only had time 
for a quick tailgate party, because it 
was time for the local Farmer-Con-
sumer Awareness Day parade. The 
balloon chase vehicles are invited to 
participate along with the huge har-
vesters and tractors, the local bands, 
equestrian groups, and seemingly 
every piece of equipment owned by 
the Grant County Fire Department. 
It was a hot day and some of the fire 
trucks sprayed a light mist on the 
large number of spectators. They had 
to be one of the most popular par-
ticipants in the parade. There are so 
many people in the parade that you’d 
think there wouldn’t be anyone left 
to watch it, but that’s not true. The 
parade winds through block after 
block and there are people three and 
four deep all along the route. Once in 
the residential areas many people are 
holding barbeques for their family, 
friends and neighbors. Farmer-Con-
sumer Awareness Day is a regional 
celebration, which is embraced by 
everyone.

The day culminated in the bal-

Small Town Warmth, Fireworks and Hot Air

Continued on page 8Photos for this article by Shari Gale.
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loon nightglow and fireworks show. 
Once again, the balloons faced windy 
conditions. The four balloons that 
participated in the glow gave it a 
good try. Three of the pilots man-
aged to stand their balloons up. Well, 
standing up might not be the right 
term. It was more of a rock and roll 
demonstration. Poor ol’ Checkmate 
came out the loser. Mother Nature 
always seems to let us know just who 
is truly in charge.

After the glow we packed up and 
drove over to watch the fireworks 
show from across the street. We 
managed to avoid the smoke from 
the fireworks and found a quick exit 
route once the show was over. 

The fireworks show lasted for 
over 30 minutes. It was the most 
intense show I’ve ever seen. It even 
beat the show from last year. Our 
rally host, Kent Bacon, is a member 

of the Northwest Pyrotechnics As-
sociation. Their group gets together 
for the Quincy event. They put on an 
amazing show. Check out their video 
of the show at: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=JCOSdM4Y3Eg&feat
ure=player_embedded

Mother Nature put on an spec-
tacular sunrise the next morning. 
When the sky in the morning is this 
red it doesn’t seem to bode well for 
flying. Balloonmeister, Jerry Cum-
mins, closed the launch field. It was 
the right decision to make. Later that 
day a big storm came in. A tree ended 
up going down on the Bacon’s home. 
No one was hurt, but they now have 
a large hole in the roof they can use 
to spot balloons floating overhead. 

A big thank you goes to Kim and 
Kent Bacon for once again putting 
in the work to bring us to town for a 
memorable weekend. We are looking 
forward to next year!
  

Shari Gale

Qunicy,
Continued from page 7

Kent Bacon, our host for the Quincy rally, joined 
the Northwest Pyrotchnices Association a couple 
of years ago. We are now treated to a fireworks 
display that goes well beyond anything we ever 
seen in a large city. Who said that country folk 
don’t know how to have fun. Just stand back, and 
let them blow something up! 

Tim Gale in Checkmate, used the “docking barge” method for finding the perfect landing site on Saturday in Quincy. After Checkmate bounced up against 
Liberty Bell, Kemp Lindsey invited us to use his tarps. All we had to do was help fold them back up. That was a deal that was too good to pass up.

Photos by Shari Gale.

Don’t Miss The October WAS Meeting
October 19, 10:00 AM, at the Salem Airport FBO

Cordon Lewis will report on his experiences 
at the BFA Jr. Balloonist camp in Reno.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCOSdM4Y3Eg&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCOSdM4Y3Eg&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JCOSdM4Y3Eg&feature=player_embedded
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We are just returning from our 
14th Balloon Faire held in Montague, 
Ca.  It has always been one of our 
most favorite events and this year did 
not disappoint despite some weather 
issues.  We arrived Thursday after-
noon with the temperature in the 
90s but forecasts for changes by the 
weekend.  We will hope for the best 
as there have only been a few non 
fly days in our years here.  We had 
received a call from Alan that he was 
running a bit late…news?...probably 
not…and would I get him checked 
in.  At check in I discovered that our 
sponsor for the weekend was again 
the Western Bus Nuts, a Family Mo-
tor Coach Association chapter, who 
has been attending the faire for many 
years and sponsoring a balloon for at 
least the last 5…we have been flying 
with them for the past few years.  I 
went over to their encampment to 

thank them and let them know we 
would be ready on Friday but could 
probably use some help getting the 
big bug unpacked early in the morn-
ing.

Friday was a beautiful morn-
ing with clear skies and light winds.  
While Alan headed up to pilot brief-
ing, with the help of our friends from 
the WBN we got the truck packed 
up and soon I was trying to find our 
“bucket” on the field.  I never did 
figure out the numbering scheme 
on the field and after wandering 
around looking lost finally spotted 
our number surrounded by the crew.  
OK, they were more awake than I 
was.  With the help of the “nuts” 
and a lovely, enthusiastic lady, Patty, 
who was with a second RV group, 
an Escapee’s chapter from southern 
Oregon.  We had the pleasure of 
giving Patty her first flight last year 

and it seems 
her infectious 
enthusiasm had 
convinced the 
group to spon-
sor a balloon of 
their own for 
this year…new 
sponsors are 
always good!

With all the 
help we soon 
had Mothra 
ready to sail off 
into clear skies 
and light winds.  

For the next nearly 2 hours we never 
lost sight of the balloon as it floated 
lazily over and around the field.  
Although they didn’t quite make it 
back to the field, the landing was 

only about ½ mile to the west next to 
a paved farm access road.  Of course, 
Dana Thornton made it back to the 
field…TWICE…nice flying.  Our 
pack up was easy despite the plethora 
of thistles and stickle burrs in the 
field.  On returning we had a typical 
first flight ceremony in the presence 
of all the attending bus nuts much to 
the delight of all.  With the weather 
still forecast to turn wet for the eve-
ning we got everything packed back 
in the trailer before it was time to 

Montague Balloon Faire – 2013

Continued on page 10
All photos of this rally by Linda Brandt
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head into town for the annual parade.  
Due to the weather many of the bal-
loon crews opted to keep everything 
dry, but the locals still turned out 
and the kids got a good selection of 
candy.

 The Scott Valley Rotary Club 
had brought back the Melodrama 
this year and that had always been a 
favorite with us.  I do admit that we 
were a bit concerned as we had got-
ten caught last year when they had 
run out of chicken.  We were prom-

ised that would not happen again 
so we got our tickets and got ready 
to cheer and boo…hopefully more 
cheering than booing.  The club was 

true to their promise and after 
a very heartfelt apology; we 
were invited to lead the food 
line.  Everyone we talked with 
thanked us for returning and 
one Rotarian even offered to 
get me some seconds…as if I 
need any more to eat.

Of course, the real fun for 
the evening was the melodrama 
and it was the great fun we had 
learned to expect.  In case the 
crowd had forgotten how to 
react as the cast came and went 
they even provided a sign hold-
er to announce when we should 
boo, hiss, cheer, applaud, and 
“aahh.”  The “cast of tens” 
was wonderful with a group 
from the local junior and high 
schools.  The kids were hitting 
their marks and lines perfectly, 
while the “adults” needed a bit 
more help.  The director (and 

audience) were quite willing to help 
suggest the next line(s.)  Great fun 
was had by all and Bulldog got to 
save the day…you had to be there.

As had been forecast, the rains 
arrived during dinner and continued 
into the night.  We went to bed with 
the alarm set and hope that the front 
would pass quickly and we could fly 
again.  Although the morning arrived 
without rain and just a thin cloud 
layer the forecast had more rain in 

the future and the 
flying was called 
off.  It was a good 
choice as by 9 am a 
light but steady rain 

had begun which lasted until almost 
noon.  The evening bar-b-que steak 
dinner was moved inside due to the 
weather.  By the accounts I got it was 
the best one in years and being in-
doors was greatly appreciated by all.  
We decided to head over to check out 
the Etna Brew Pub with some of our 
crew for dinner and had a great view 
of the showers and rainbows over 
Montague as we returned.

Although Sunday morning was 
clear with seemingly light winds 
there was real concern that some 
higher winds could drop down and 
that the fields might be too wet to 
recover the balloons.  Sadly the deci-
sion was not to fly, but was probably 
the right one.  By 10 am we had a 
brief light shower and nothing really 
got dried out all day.

All our thanks to everyone 
involved again this year: Terri and 
Larry for being balloonmeisters, 
the Rotary Clubs, volunteers, pilots 
and crews.  We had a great time as 
always and look forward to 2014 
rain or shine, but will put in for more 
shine next year.

Alan Brandt

Montague Rally
Continued from page 9

Photos by Linda Brandt
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Who ordered the remnants of a 
Japanese typhoon the weekend of 
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally? 
I’m sure it was not the rally com-
mittee, or the pilots, or the crew-
members, or the local residents, and 
it certainly wasn’t the out of town 
visitors. The weather looked “iffy” 
before we even left home on Thurs-
day, September 26th. We knew the 
chances we’d get three flights in 
Prosser were small. That did not stop 
us. We made a commitment to be in 
Prosser for the weekend, and there 
was no way we were going to back 
out of that promise.

Friday morning we were able 
to stand Checkmate up for about 18 
minutes. Traditionally, we have the 
Miss Prosser Court as our crew and 
passengers every year on Friday. 
This year was no different. Unfor-

tunately, we could not give them a 
flight. They did get a chance to be 
interviewed by the local NBC affili-
ate. The girls thought that being on 
television was a huge bonus. They 
also joined Randy Fuehrer at a local 
school for demonstration inflation. In 
all, they thought the morning was a 
win.

A bonus for us was lunch with 
Kipp Campbell the Miss Prosser 
Court adviser. We’ve been hang-
ing out with Kipp for years on the 
field and during the chase, but we’ve 
never had time to just sit over a good 
meal and talk to her. We accepted her 
invitation to lunch at Willow Crest 
Winery where her husband, Bill, 
works. It’s this type of moment that 
helps make up for the bad weather. 

Andrea Wright, balloon commit-
tee president, pulled off a major coup 
Friday night. She couldn’t control 
the weather, but she did manage to 
get Prosser High School to allow our 
outdoor pilot registration and pizza 
party to move into their building with 
only a few hours notice. We were all 
nice and warm while the wind and 
rain howled outside. Thanks, Andrea! 

Saturday even though the wind 
was still too strong we saw specta-
tors lining up on the bridge with their 
cameras and tripods to get the perfect 
photo of a splash ‘n’ dash in the Ya-
kima River. Was it optimism or were 
they just unfamiliar with what the 
words “weather permitting” mean? A 
fair sized crowd also showed up on 
the launch field. It’s hard to disap-
point all those people, but there was 
no way we could even do a quick 
static display. Mother Nature was in 
no mood to let us play through.

Our dilemma: What to do with 
all the tailgate food we had on hand? 
The weather did not make holding 
a party in a park seem like a good 
option. Larry and Gayle Wright 
came to our rescue. They invited us 
to their home. We supplied the food 

Wind & Rain Did Not 
Dampen The Smiles!

Prosser, WA — 2013

The Miss Prosser Court members (left and center photos) are all high school seniors with a positive attitude. Even though the weather made it impossible to 
give them a balloon ride they smiled their way through the early morning activities. Andrea Wright, balloon event committee president, (in the photo on the 
right, with her boyfriend, Derek Todd) handled the required last minute changes like a pro. Kudos to Andrea and all the volunteers in Prosser.

Photos by Shari Gale

Continued on page 12
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

and good champagne; they supplied 
the warmth of their home and their 
friendship. We felt quite privileged.

We left their home in time to get 
ready for the nightglow. The weather 
forecast was for thunderstorms. 
There were a few hardy souls in the 
grandstand, but not too many. The 
steel drum band had already can-
celed. They did not want to take the 
chance that one of the drums would 
be blown over. It is quite expensive 
to have them tuned. The balloon-
meister, Vic Johnson, called the bal-
loon event off. I hope the spectators 
understood that the cancellation was 
not our idea. It was Mother Nature’s 
choice. 

Sunday was more of the same. 
It was obvious that balloons would 

not be flying. This is the first time 
in 24 years that the event suffered 
from from a complete weather out. 
The good news is that Mother Nature 
now owes us good weather for next 
year’s 25th celebration. 

Did you hear that Mother Nature? 
We’re coming back and we expect 
you to be on your best behavior!

Shari Gale
 

Prosser, WA
Continued from page 11

Lighter Than Air America pilots, Scott & Laurie 
Spencer, know how to please the media. The local 
NBC affiliate morning news program included 
live feeds from the launch field. Even though the 
balloons could not fly, Scott & Laurie gave them 
a show. They allowed them to walk inside the 
Coke balloon and went on the air as Scott added 
heat to the envelope. Don’t worry, no one was 
fried. The result was just some spectacular TV 
footage.                                Photos by Shari Gale

FAR Part 61.3 changed awhile 
back, due to Homeland Security 
measures.  In case pilots missed it, 
along with your pilot certificate, you 
must now carry on your person and 
have available for inspection by The 
Administrator (that means the FAA 
folks), an authorized representative 
of the National Transportation Safety 
Board or any Federal, State or local 
law enforcement officer; 61.3(l), a 
government issued picture ID (driv-
er’s license, military ID, passport).  
It is all part of measures being taken 
in an attempt to make security more 
stringent for those plying the skies.  
It is the rule and must be adhered to, 
though several of the 9/11 perpetra-
tors carried  driver’s licenses from 
the states in which they lived.

FAR 61.3(a) states, “A person 
may not act as pilot flight crew-
member in command or in any other 
capacity as a required pilot (my 

emphasis) of a civil aircraft of U.S. 
registry, unless that person has a 
valid pilot certificate….”  This is be-
ing brought up is because some pilots 
exit their balloons and allow non-
certificated personnel to be in charge 
during a glow/tether.  It has been 
reported a recent tether was carried 
out without a certified pilot present.

Whether a balloon is “airworthy”; 
whether it leaves the ground, even 
inches to shift positions, or not, it is 
an aircraft and must have a certified 
pilot on board.  Yes, a student pilot 
may do a glow, but only if they are 
the sole occupant.  People added in 
or on the basket for ballast would be 
considered passengers…not legal for 
a student.  At least one FAA FSDO 
considers an inflated balloon “ca-
pable of flight”.

At a glow of a large contingent of 
aerostats, it was alleged that during 

the assembly of a balloon, restrain-
ing pins were not put in place and no 
final check made prior to inflation.  
The burners fell from their mount 
causing injury and damage.  In the 
aftermath, it was discovered one 
burner modified to be used solely for 
glow purposes and no longer “air-
worthy”. At last report, no FAA ac-
tions had been taken, as the balloon 
was not in flight.

Many pilots at one time or an-
other have done things not in compli-
ance with the FARs…little discrepan-
cies not meant to defy the rules but 
more due to the lack of understand-
ing.  Each certified pilot and balloon 
owner should do their best to comply 
with the FARs because one never 
knows how a particular official will 
interpret those rules…and it is part of 
safety first.

Good flying everyone!



AeroStats October 2013 • Volume 15, Number 10 Page 13

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Balloons stayed low over Ann Morrison Park during the recent Spirit of Boise 

Balloon Classic. Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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