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WAS President’s Letter
Here we 

are in the 
midst of the 
Northwest 
balloon rally 
season. WAS 
meetings 
seem to be a 
bit superflu-
ous as we see 
each other 
at the vari-
ous weekend 
events. Many 

of us will be out of town and engag-
ing in good times with aerostats. 
McMinnville, Albany and Boise 
have come and gone. Reno is in full 
swing. Mark, our past president, is a 
Reno GRBR Safety Officer. Mark: 
there are rewarding and good times 
being part of the event team on the 
ground, I remember from my past 
years in Reno.

McMinnville’s two days worked 
well. The second had a low ceiling 
that moderated a bit, allowing some 
of us to take to the air. At the end of 
the flight, I was over water with a se-
vere case of light and variable to get 
over to an acceptable landing site. 
Water and 0.5 mph is an uncomfort-
able situation at the end of a flight. 
Patience, patience. Thank you Laura 
and Evergreen Aviation Museum for 
a good event.

Albany’s three days all worked 
well. One to the north, the second 
slow to the south and the third out 
to near Tangent. Jimmy Lucht was 
kind to Shari by facilitating access to 
the sponsor dinner by allowing us to 
use his golf cart, which gave Shari’s 
healing hip a break. Thank you, it 
helped. Jenny’s parents from Linken-
heim, Germany joined us on Friday. 
It was their first rally experience. 

Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic 

started with two non-flyable morn-
ings. Wow, a new experience. Boise 
has always been a different chal-
lenge with urban flying with plenty 
of open holes for landing. This year 
has been different with Wednesday 
and Thursday weathered out. Friday 
we were back to the standard Boise 
box winds. Saturday was one of the 
best flying days ever. Most balloons 
never left the park. Then Sunday we 
had another weather–out. Stand-up 
displays (showboat) are not why we 
normally travel to an event, yet the 
public loves it. So often we launch 
and fly off, leaving people looking 
at colorful decorations in the sky 
getting smaller with time. Showboats 
allow the same spectators to walk 
up and look at our craft, stage pho-
tos and learn about aerostats. It’s a 
good way to make lemon aid out of 
lemons. Static displays also gives the 
crowd a benefit after waking up and 
traveling to the launch field before 
dawn. Those days when the equip-
ment remains packed up are a nega-
tive for the public. The same public 
attendance that justifies the cost of 
the events we attend. Of course, 
Boise isn’t all about the lost days. 

Saturday was a spectacular flight 
where balloons played hide and seek 
through the many trees of Anne Mor-
rison Park. I sure want to see Scott 
Schmader’s video taken from Check-
mate. What a day. The rally was an-
other well-run event by Lighter Than 
Air America. 

As September progresses, many 
of us will be attending events in 
Reno, NV; Quincy, WA; Montague, 
CA; Prosser, WA; Independence, OR; 
then Albuquerque, NM. Shari and I 
will attend two. She will be thank-
ful for photographs and write-ups on 
any of the upcoming events for the 
newsletter.

Then there’s the October WAS 
meeting in Salem 10:00 AM on Oc-
tober 19th. Cordon Lewis has accept-
ed our invitation to report on the JR 
Balloonist camp in Reno. We offered 
him a scholarship for the camp with 
agreement of a report at a meeting. I 
look forward to his presentation. 

Soft landings,
Tim Gale
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September 2013

September 6-8
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Tasha Courtney, 
775-826-1181
http://renoballoon.com

September 14-15
5th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
& Wine Festival
Quincy, WA
[Invitation Only Event]
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795

September 20-22
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA
David Herfindahl
530-643-1305
dherfindahl@gmail.com
http://themontagueballoonfair.com

September 21
Memorial Flight for Jeri Deloss
Bauman Farms, 6:30 AM
Woodburn, OR
Contact: Randall Fuehrer
randallf2010@comcast.net

September 27-29
Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, Washington
Contact: Andrea
andrea@prosserballoonrally.org
509-713-2732
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

September 28
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
One Day Fly-Out
Contact: Monmouth-Independence 
Chamber of Commerce
503-838-4268
windwind1@juno.com

October 2013

October 5-13
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc., 1-888-422-7277
http://balloonfiesta.com

Upcoming WAS Meetings 
October 2013

Saturday, October 19, 10:00 AM
WAS Meeting
Salem, Oregon
Presentation by Jr. balloonist, Cordon 
Lewis

November 2013

Saturday, November 23, 10:00 AM
WAS Meeting
Salem, Oregon

December 2013

Sunday, December 15, 11:00 AM
WAS Christmas Party
Salem, Oregon

Balloon Federation of America’s Western Regional Director, Cory Miller (second from left), gave his 
annual Director’s Award to Walt Disney Motion Picture Studio Oz Team. Accepting the award was 
Holly Gold (third from left), Disneyland Resort Anaheim, Happiest Balloon on Earth, Producer; Keith 
Sam, Jr. (left), IMax procucer; Reynier Molennar (not present), IMax director; and balloonist Scott 
Spencer in recognition of their outstanding work in the entertainment industry for the promotion of the 
sport of ballooning. This award was given in acknowledgement of the IMax movie promotion tour for 
the Disney movie “Oz” which was undertaken by Scott and his team last spring. Cory managed to do 
something we thought we’d never see — Scott Spencer was speechless when surprised with this award. 
Congratulations one and all.  

http://renoballoon.com
mailto:dherfindahl@gmail.com
http://themontagueballoonfair.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://balloonfiesta.com
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On Sunday morning August 
18, 2013 Jeri Ellen Deloss passed 
away. Jeri had crewed on hot air 
balloons since the early 1990s, 
working with many different bal-
loons and balloonists. Jeri was a 
dear friend and the crew chief for 
Outback Balloon since 2005. 

 Jeri died from complications of 
a cancerous blood disease that was 
diagnosed in 2002. Jeri was very 
private and did not look for sym-
pathy; she wanted to live life to the 
fullest and did. Only a few people 
knew how sick Jeri was and at her 
request we did not talk a lot about 
her condition. The blood disease 
mutated to acute Leukemia over 
the last few months and her kid-
neys shut down towards the end of 
her life.  She was in the hospital on 
dialysis. Only a few people knew 
she was in the hospital because of 
Jeri’s privacy request.

 For those who only knew 
Jeri as a crew chief and balloon 
crewmember, here is a little back-
ground:  Jeri has one son, Ryan. 
He and his wife live locally. Her 

brother, Howard, and other family 
members, live in the Los Angeles 
area. Jeri was a special education and 
art teacher. Jeri dedicated her whole 
life to the education of children. She 
taught at Centennial High School for 
many years helping developmentally 
challenged students prepare for life 
after high school. Jeri worked with 
businesses in the community sur-
rounding Centennial High School 
and found part time jobs and moni-
tored the student’s development and 
abilities to function in the work force 
after graduating. Jeri worked count-
less hours on reports that are mandat-
ed to track progress of her students. 
Jeri lived a full life, which included 
gardening, ballooning, traveling, and 
being involved with her family. 

 All who knew her will miss 
Jeri’s positive attitude and constant 
smile. The family is planning a me-
morial service on Saturday Septem-
ber 21, 2013 from Bauman’s Farm 
just outside of Woodburn. The final 
weather briefing will be at 6:45 AM; 
the launch will be scheduled for ap-
proximately 7:00 AM. The tailgate/
memorial service will take place after 
the flight at 9:00 AM back at Bau-
man’s Farm. 

Jeri’s request was for half of her 

To all Balloonist that knew Jeri Deloss,

remains to be spread from a hot 
air balloon. Members of her fam-
ily, the ballooning community, the 
school system, and other friends 
will attend the memorial service.  

 
Soft Landing Jeri,

 
Randall Fuehrer

Jeri (right) is pictured above with a student teacher and one of Jeri’s 
Centennial High School students.
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After a call from our pilot 
Thursday evening we were not sure 
whether we would be crewing or not.  
Seems Alan was late in contacting 
the motel in McMinnville and they 
only had a single room left. He had 
contacted Laura Hancock, the Bal-
loonmeister, and would get back to 
us when he heard if there would be 
some rooms available. By noon on 
Friday we hadn’t heard anything, but 
since we had said we would be there 
we packed up and headed out. Be-
sides, we thought, we could always 
use the weekend to see if we would 
like crew retirement…sleep in a bit 
later, take lots of pictures and not 
pick up anything heavier than a pint.  
Some days that sounds really nice.

We got set 
up in our semi-
shady corner 
of the parking 
lot and sat back 
to relax for 
the afternoon. 
Around 5pm or 
so we decided to 
wander around 
the complex 
and see if we 
could find the 

pilot check in reception. Spotting a 
couple of familiar pilots on their way 
to check in we tailgated our way past 
security and were quickly offered 
something cold to drink and handed 
a plate to fill with a nice variety of 
wonderful goodies from the buffet. 
I really need to get one of those nice 
zippered pouches that the pilots carry 
so I’ll look so much more official. As 
we settled in to visit (and eat) we saw 
Alan arrive to get checked in. Seems 
they had found him the rooms, but he 
still had to go back to Albany to pick 
up the balloon, Gen, Terri and Max…
I hear they made it around midnight.  
It was great to see Shari Gale out for 
the event. She seems to be recover-
ing nicely from her fall last month.  
She did say she wouldn’t be touch-
ing anything this weekend as far as 
the balloon was concerned. As the 
reception was breaking up we headed 
back to the RV to enjoy what was left 
of a warm evening. Soon a warm, 
light rain was falling and as the sun 
got lower a beautiful rainbow ap-
peared over the Evergreen Museum 
building sometimes even becoming 
a double…whew, those were some 
good mushrooms they served us.  
As the sun set, the rainbow(s) faded 
and the far distant lightening seemed 
to diminish we trundled off to bed 
wondering if setting the alarm would 
really be necessary.

Despite the weather of the previ-
ous evening, Saturday morning was 
perfectly clear with some breezes. At 
the briefing a few pilots expressed 

concerns about 
the winds so 
everyone held 
off for about 20 
minutes to see 
if they would 
subside…they 
did and soon all 
15 balloon crews 
were headed off 
to the launch 
field behind the 
museum. We 

were assigned 
3 passengers 
who came 
along with a 
nice gentlemen 
who intro-
duced himself 
as Larry. He 
seemed to 
know our pas-
sengers who 
were associ-
ated with the 
museum so 

I assumed he was connected to the 
passengers (or the museum.) He of-
fered to help with the inflation and I 
(very) quickly accepted. After get-
ting things assembled I asked Larry 
to take one side of the throat (windy) 
while Linda took the other. Soon we 
had Mothra standing, our passengers 
loaded, and the big bug was away. 
We got everything packed up Linda 
wandered off to take more pictures 
while Larry grabbed his coat from 
the truck. I offered him a ride in 
Godzilla on our chase and he read-
ily accepted…more crew for pack 
up is always good.  After a bit more 
than an hour, we watched as Mothra 
landed easily in a large mowed grass 
field which was readily accessible. 
Quickly we were packed up and 
headed back for the museum for our 
first flight ceremony.  Our pilot, pas-
sengers, and Larry then headed over 
to the comped breakfast provided by 
the Evergreen Museum Café while 
Linda and I made our way back to 
the RV. That was when Linda handed 
me Larry’s business card…that was 
Larry Wood, Executive Director of 
Evergreen Aviation and Space Muse-
um…head honcho so to speak! And 
to think I was thinking he was an 
interested bystander who wanted to 
learn a bit more about the balloons. I 
was truly thankful that he had a great 
sense of humor and was willing to 
help out.

Saturday afternoon while I stayed 

Loose Goose 2013 (McMinnville)

Larry Wood, Evergreen 
Aviation and Space Museum

Continued on page 6
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at the RV for some R&R…well, re-
ally a nap, shower and a cold one…
Linda headed into McMinnville to 
check on any garage sales, bargain 
shops and farmer’s markets with 
Terri. As Linda arrived back at the 
museum I was watching some rather 
impressive thunderstorms coming 
directly at us from the south. Plenty 
of lightening with the thunderous 
noise slowly getting closer. We had 
chosen to head out to a local pub for 
dinner as recommended by Mr. Wood 
and just as we were arriving the first 
cell got to town. We headed into the 

pub as we watched Tim Gale run-
ning for his truck so he could pick up 
Shari along with Bob and Marianne 
LeDoux at the door. Marianne was 
concerned about her balloon in the 
open trailer so wanted to get back 
to the motel quickly and Tim was 
scheduled for the evening glow. By 
the time the meal was finished…with 
a few flickerings of the lights, Alan 
and company had arrived for dinner 
and the cells had passed over and 
the skies were clearing somewhat. 
Although it was too wet to set up the 
envelopes for the night glow, they 
were able to perform a candle burn 
which ended the last of the summer 
evening concerts at the museum. So, 
what will tomorrow bring besides the 
Oh, dark thirty alarm?

Sunday morning was overcast 
(some were saying misty) with very 
light winds from the west. This was 
not a favored direction due to a well 
know and very red zone east of the 
museum. With Bill Wood-
head in WWJD in the lead 
about half of the balloons 
made their way into the 
sky. We had two passengers 
assigned and again, Larry 
was there to help out. We 
could really use his help 
regularly if he ever wanted 
to retire from his retirement 
job. Once most of the bal-
loons travelled a couple of 
miles to the east everything 
stopped. Nobody was going 
anywhere other than up 

and down and 
up and down 
and…looking 
for any mo-
tion. Tim Gale 
was stuck over 
some water 
for 20 minutes 
or more while 
Alan couldn’t 
quite get over 
a cul-d-sac he 

Loose Goose
Continued from page 5

spotted and took another 30 minutes 
to make it to an open field about 
a quarter mile away. Our pack up 
was easy, but we heard about Ron 
Grove’s landing in a backyard that 
was just big enough for his 105 and 
had a very friendly, accommodating 
owner. We joined in the group tail-
gate which had been started early by 
the non-flyers as the rest of the crews 
made their way back and joined the 
party.

As in the past years we had a 
great time at the Loose Goose event. 
Mr. Wood…OK, Larry…and the 
entire staff made us feel welcome 
the entire weekend. How can one 
go wrong with a great museum and 
all the wonderful stuff McMinnville 
has to offer…wineries, brew pubs, 
farmer’s markets and a great area for 
flying. See you all next year.

Alan Brandt

All photos for 
this story by 
Linda Brandt.
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Loose Goose 2013
Photos by Leroy Brown

Want to know how to 
try out a professional 
photographers cam-
era? You ask him to 
hold the skirt during 
inflation. This photo 
of Leroy Brown was 
taken by Shari Gale. 
The rest of the photos 
on this page were 
taken by Leroy.
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Our Homecoming event – or 
should that be our non-home leav-
ing event? – finally arrived.  We had 
a very successful weekend of flying 
and all the camaraderie that goes 
along with a great ballooning week-
end.

Friday morning was a somewhat 
overcast with winds blowing out 
of the south.  That is not our usual 
direction but usually does not pres-
ent difficult landings, although you 
might remember an article I wrote 
a few years back titled “The Re-
covery.”  After getting assigned our 
3 (first timer) passengers we were 
quickly standing up as we watched 
a few of the big pibals launch north-
ward and skyward.  Although the 
winds (and direction) were a bit too 
sporty for a few of the pilots the 
rest of us were soon safely floating 
away in what soon became very light 
winds.  Alan and Mothra were able 
to work their way north and found 
themselves flying over his property.  
Unfortunately, the winds did not co-
operate quite enough for him to make 
a homecoming landing but instead 
moved him down the hill to a large, 
accessible, mowed field for a per-
fect, soft, standup landing.  It took us 
some time to get the big bug deflated 
as the winds had completely stopped 
so were not helping to scour out the 
hot air.  Once we got packed up we 

headed back to tailgate central.  This 
year the event had set up a couple of 
large shade tents and provided picnic 
tables for the post flight celebrations 
across the road from the launch field.  
That worked out beautifully and I 
hope that tradition continues.  As the 
rest of the festival hadn’t yet opened 
we all headed back to our “homes” 
for an afternoon of rest.  I got to have 
a wonderful early evening dinner 
with all my crew at our local dive 
with plenty of ale, food, laughter, and 
fun…Take me home Miss Linda, we 
need to get up tomorrow.  I did forget 
to ask anyone how the night glow 
went but I think I heard some com-
ment that it was “short.”

Saturday is always the big day 
for the crowds at the event and this 
year was no exception.  The weather 
was again overcast and there had 
even been some mist on my wind-
shield during the drive to the field.  
The winds however were light (non-
existent) and the overcast was slowly 
lifting.  With our two first timers 
today we spent a long time just main-
taining our cold pack as the earlier 
balloons were just hanging around 
over the field.  Eventually the skies 
cleared enough (of balloons) for us 
to stand up and take our turn wander-
ing over or near the field.  A couple 
of the pilots were able to work their 
way back to the launch field.  Alan 

finally was able to work Mothra over 
the K-Mart parking lot were another 
balloon had just packed up and had 
a troop of Boy Scouts as crew so 
there were plenty hands to plant the 
basket safely away from the light 
poles.  With plenty of crew we made 
quick work of the pack up and were 
soon back at tailgate central again.  
Another ceremony before we started 
our grazing from table to table.  We 
always have to make a stop at Mark 
Trujillo’s table for the made to order 
eggs with sausage, bacon, and…
Thanks again to Mark, Kris and 
the crew.  With the festival in full 
swing most everyone headed to the 
art booths and the car show while 
others (Linda included) checked in 
town for this weekend’s garage sales.  
Linda and I decided not to battle the 
expected large crowd for this year’s 
free concert (Foreigner) but, instead, 
choose a longer night’s rest.

Sunday, and the winds are out 
of the north…finally.  The skies 
were still overcast and rain had been 
forecast for later in the day.  All 
the balloons were pretty quickly 
launched as there was no hanging out 
over the field this day.  The flight was 
long, almost one and a half hours 
with a hop for tank exchange and to 
swap out one of our riders.  We were 
able to locate the landowner to get 

NW Art & Air Festival – 2013

Continued on page 9
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permission for our final landing.  It 
was sorta easy as who else would it 
be in a robe with coffee and camera 
walking across the grass to get a 
better look?  Pack up was quick and 
we were soon headed the 13 miles 
north with what looked like rain 
following behind us from the south.  
We dropped off our crew and pas-
sengers at the tailgate location while 
I headed over to refuel.  I started get-
ting some light sprinkles as fueling 
was completed and with the help of 
another pilot got the tarps over the 
envelope bag and basket as the rain 
really started to fall.  I found Alan 
and some of our crew under the rain 
tent enjoying the last of the catered 
breakfast which was completely gone 
by the time I got there…I’m gonna 
have to work on this nice guy image.  
We checked out the arts and crafts 
booths then headed home for a rest-
ful afternoon.  One of our first time 
fliers and now, we hope, part time 
crew member graciously took Linda 
and I to a nice pub dinner along with 
the “friends” of his who dragged 
him here from California (Linda and 
George Walton.)…welcome to the 
team, Chris.

Our thanks again to Chris Whit-
field (Balloonmeister), ATI Wah 
Chang (title sponsor), the City of 
Albany and all the other sponsors, 
volunteers, artists and everyone who 
made this a wonderful homecoming 
(staying) weekend…On to Reno and 
Montague.

Alan Brandt

Art & Air Festival
Continued form page 8

All the photos in this 
article are by Linda 
Brandt.
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2013 Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic

It’s a long-g-g drive to Boise, 
Idaho, especially with a hip that is 
still going through the rehabilitation 
process. It was with great trepidation 
that Tim and I headed out to Boise on 
Thursday, August 29. With frequent 
stops to flex my sore hip we arrived 
at the host hotel after nine hours on 
the road. 

Why take this long drive? Only 
the Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic 
would have tempted me. (I had my 
surgeon’s permission — a little bit of 
begging was involved.) And, oh, was 
it worth the effort!

The event had been weathered 
out for the two media flights leading 
up to opening day. Would we get Fri-
day’s flight off? We did. Tim floated 
out of Ann Morrison Park to skim 
over Boise State University’s cam-
pus, only to fly back into the park 
for a perfect landing. Our passenger 
was a man from Northern California 
named Robert Hugg. He went up in 
a balloon several years ago and was 
hooked. His ride in Checkmate was 
his 36th time a loft. He’s flown in 
most of the western states plus Penn-
sylvania. His mission in retirement 
is to go to various rallies and spon-
sor a balloon. We were pleased to be 
number 36!

Friday night we participated in 
the nightglow. Once again, Boise’s 
motorcycle policemen escorted a 
caravan of balloon and VIP vehicles 
to the park. It was rush hour. Not 
to worry. The cops closed down 
the freeway for us! Watching them 

zoom past us doing 90+ mph as they 
jumped up to the next intersection is 
always exciting. 

Once at the park the cops (and 
the rest of us) are treated to a won-
derful dinner. So my question is this: 
Do the motorcycle police do it for 
the fun of racing down the freeway 
and city streets, or do they do it for 
the good food? Maybe the answer is 
simply, “Both!”

The nightglow for us was un-
eventful until the end. We were 
starting to pack up Checkmate when 
I noticed an adult woman had en-
tered the “balloonist only” area. She 
was looking inside the envelope as it 
came down. I figured I would just let 
her look. What harm is there in that? 

I drew the line when she tried 
to enter our trailer. One of our crew 
members had two daughters sitting 
on the edge of our trailer, and she 
instantly went into Momma Bear 
mode. She challenged the stranger. 
That’s when 
we realized 
this lady was 
higher than any 
balloon can 
fly. She kept 
saying, “I’m 
looking for my 
person!” When 
we asked the 
name of her 
person, she just 
repeated herself 
more forcefully. 
“I need my 

person!”  We asked her to leave but 
she just kept demanding her per-
son be found for her. Yeah, I’ll find 
someone for you. I announced I was 
going to go find someone from the 
security detail. I hobbled off in the 
dark with a flashlight and my cane to 
find rally organizer, Scott Spencer. 
Unbeknownst to me the lady left as 
soon as she heard the word “secu-
rity.” By the time Scott’s forces, a 
posse of about eight guys, came over 
to our trailer she was no where in 
sight. There was a huge crowd in the 
park that night. I wonder if she ever 
did find her person. I wouldn’t be 
surprised to find out he did not want 
to be found. 

Even with all the melodrama, we 
were still one of the first balloons 
to drive off the field Friday night. 
We’ve got great crew!

Saturday we were treated to one 
of the best flights we’ve ever had 
in over 30 years of ballooning. The 
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weather forecast was for a steady 
breeze that would take all the bal-
loons off over town to the Northeast. 
Instead, the first balloons to launch 
hovered above the field and stayed 
there. Before long there were 40 
balloons in the sky playing hide and 
seek through the trees in Ann Morri-
son Park. The day’s competition was 
“Port-a-Potty Bowling.” More than 
one balloon scored on the “X” in the 
center of the port-a-potty circle, and 
at least four managed to knock over 

one of the empty outhouses to the 
loud cheers of the crowd. 

Tim managed to fly from the 
center of the park to the east end and 
then back to the west end, with a dip 
in the pond to check out the concen-
tration of duck doo (it was high). 
Instead of helping with the deflation, 
I stayed back and answered questions 
from a large group of spectators. 
The questions ranged from how the 
balloon was constructed to “Did he 
really mean to land in the pond?” The 
answer was, “Sadly, yes. He did. It’s 
water, therefore he seeks it out, even 
if it is home to way too many ducks.”

Sunday the winds a loft were 

very high. You could watch the 
piballs gently ascend and then sud-
denly streak out of sight. Scott made 
the correct call. He asked the pilots 
to stand their balloons up and either 
tether or just showboat while inter-
acting with the crowd. We chose 
to showboat rather than mess with 
all the insurance waivers. (I much 
preferred the old days before lawyers 
got involved.) We did have a great 
time talking to the people who ap-
proached us. Many people came up 
just to say “Thank you for coming.” 
The people of Boise really seem to 
enjoy this rally as much as I do!

Shari Gale

All photos with this article by Shari Gale.

In the photo above Tom Gough of Boise 
pushes over one of the designated chemi-
cal toilets in the Bowling for Port-a-Potties 
competition. In the photo below, Robert 
Hugg waved to Checkmate’s crew. He was 
on his 36th balloon flight.

Spirit of Boise
Continued from page 10
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

You are flying your balloon and 
suddenly realize the pyrometer is not 
operating. No problem…switch bat-
teries…problem…the second battery 
gives no better results. What do you 
do? Checking the flight manual is 
an idea. Do you have one on board? 
Must you have one on board? Check 
FAR 91.9 about that.  

FAR 91.103 is about preflight ac-
tion and what a pilot needs to know 
prior to flight. Aircraft performance 
is one of the subjects. That informa-
tion is found…in the Flight Manual, 
but does it need to be on board?  

So what must be in the balloon 
basket during flight? A pilot is a good 
thing, and per FAR 61.3, he/she must 
have their certificate on their person 
or readily available in the aircraft.  
What else? 91.203 specifies the 

airworthiness and registration certifi-
cates must not only be on board but 
visible as well.  

That was easy enough…but 
wait. What about the manual and the 
inoperative instrument?  Some air-
craft have minimum equipment lists, 
MELs.  Balloons for the most part do 
not. There is a regulation (the num-
ber of which for the moment escapes 
me) that states if an aircraft manufac-
turer lists something in the manual as 
part of the on board equipment, that 
list must be complied with. Manufac-
turers have different ideas as to what 
should be on the list; helmets, fire 
extinguishers…the flight manual.

The pyrometer quits working? At 
least one balloon type requires the 
flight be terminated. What does your 
manual say?

Knowing the basics of your 
aerostat and what you as the pilot 
in command should have with you 
during flight will make your next 
visit from a FAA representative 
doing a “ramp check” much more 
interesting.  You will never get ramp 
checked? It happens in Albuquerque. 
Oh, you do not fly there? It can hap-
pen nearly anywhere. How about at 
a little private airport in rural Min-
nesota? It happened to me and I was 
the only balloon pilot there. The FAA 
folks just happened to be in the area 
on another matter and were really 
just interested in the LTA mode of 
transportation but did some “official” 
business as well.

A few more photos from the Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic

The “Balloon Buggy” above was created by John Price 
& Don Gaskill using a 1978 Toyota pickup. It has a park 
bench, grill, ice coolers, an old Cameron basket and 
glow burners. It was a crowd favorite, but the car did not 
get the media attention that this tiny baby (right) did on 
Sunday morning. Everyone in the park was taking this 
little guy’s photograph. I’m not sure his parents realized 
what an instant sensation he would become. Photos by 
Shari Gale.

Happy 
Birthday

Jeanne Anson 9/2
Edie Stoaks 9/2
Debra-Diane McDonnell 9/12
Linda Brandt 9/15
Raschelle Barkume 9/22
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
WAS publishes an annual Membership Roster, acknowledges Member’s Birthdays monthly in AeroStats & 
communicates via email and our website. We recognize and respect our member’s privacy. If you do not wish 
personal information about you published, please indicate so below. Information published on our web site is 
public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless otherwise indicated, yes is assumed:

Publish Name in Annual Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Phone # in Direcory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish E-Mail Address in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Cell Phone # in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No Publish Birthday in AeroStats:  ❏ Yes ❏ No
Publish Family Member Names in Directory:  ❏ Yes ❏ No

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2013 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information other than e-mail addresses.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club members ballooning related or event information published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fee’s shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Ad Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ad’s will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Balloons stayed low over Ann Morrison Park during the recent Spirit of Boise 

Balloon Classic. Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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