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WAS President’s Letter
Power 

lines, yes, and 
those long 
and danger-
ous things we 
all try to see 
and avoid. 
We’ve had at 
least a couple 
of strikes that 
have hit the 
discussion 
boards along 
with plenty 

of talk. It’s a reality that the lines 
can be hard to see, particularly when 
distracted on the approach to land. I 
too have had experience with them. 
Those of us with personal experi-
ence have some deep wish to hide 
the fact and pretend we’d be above 
such exposure. Hiding the fact is not 
the way to help our fellow aeronauts. 
Open discussion of the situation that 
brought the contact and what’s done 
when imminent contact is recognized 
is far more useful for others to learn 
from our experiences. In 2003, I put 
on a safety seminar (as they were 
called in those days) to have an open 
forum to discuss the experience 
with two other pilots with contact 
experiences. Not all contact results 
in injury or damage yet nearly all 
contact incidents bring a dose of self-
evaluation.

Considering a power line contact, 
luck is a blessing when it looks your 
way. When it doesn’t, the amount of 
available energy and potential dam-
age can be horrific. There are several 
phases of contact: Pre-recognition of 
contact, Post-recognition of contact 
actions, Post contact (are we OK?) 
and Recovery. Each is preceded by 
choices and requires more choices 
and actions based on the situation 
encountered. The situation around a 
power line contact will change rap-
idly as events play out. Maximizing 
the distance from aircraft contact to 

the passengers is generally a posi-
tive choice. Keep in mind the adage 
“When in doubt, rip it out.” It may 
help you remember to increase the 
separation rapidly and with minimal 
delay. In my case, sore muscles from 
a fast landing were far superior to 
contact near the basket. 

When evaluating after recovery, 
the focus needs to be on what was 
done once the emergency was recog-
nized, not “how could I have missed 
seeing the lines”. Going through the 
situation in a discussion allows us to 
pre-process the concepts and keep 
the thoughts in reserve, available in 
the unfortunate case when the power 
line contact is too close to avoid. 
I’ll gladly share with others what I 

learned in an effort to help them find 
the best outcome in a high-risk situ-
ation. 

Have your passengers help look, 
watch the poles, avoid committing to 
spaces you can’t see, all helpful for 
avoidance. Once too close, it’s time 
to protect the people in the best way 
you can. Distance from high voltage 
is safety. Keep the order: People first, 
property second and how good you 
look doing it is last. 

Gentle breezes & smiling land-
owners to all,

Tim Gale
WAS President

A Lot Of Help From My Friends

This is a first. There is only one photo in this entire issue taken by me. A 
huge thank you goes to Dale Justice, Greg Miller, Tim Gale and Ken Custis 
of Napa Valley Balloons for sending in photos. It would be a very boring 

newsletter without their help.

Another special thank you goes to Dale Justice for proofreading this 
newsletter. His unwavering help is greatly appreciated.

Shari Gale, Editor
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Happenings!
in the Pacific Northwest           and beyond
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Event information in this n
ewsletter is not to be construed as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

August 2014

August 15 - 17
Loose Goose VII
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, 
dayshancock@aol.com

August 22 - 24
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
541-791-3830

August 27 - 31
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only

September 2014

September 5 - 7
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Dixie Craig, 775-826-1181
e-mail: admin@renoballoon.com
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 12 - 14
6th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795

September 19 - 21
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA
For more information contact:
Shasta Valley Rotary Club
Dianne Torpin, 530-340-1287

September 26 - 28
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information contact:
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.
html

October 2014

October 4 - 12
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc., 1-888-422-7277
http://balloonfiesta.com

Balloons Over Bend
July 18 - 20, 2014

We’re In The Middle 
of Flying Season!

There won’t be any WAS 
meetings during the summer 
months. See you out on the 

launch field instead!

Balloons Over Bend enjoyed two flyable days and 
two night glows. One of the glows was in Bend, 
while the other was held at the Sunriver Resort. 
Sunday the winds were blowing so hard that all 
flight operations were cancelled. It was time to 
head home a little early. 

Photos by Greg Miller.

http://www.renoballoon.com
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
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Teton Valley Balloon Rally — July 3 - 6, 2014

A group of WAS members head-
ed out to the Teton Valley Balloon 
Rally in Driggs, Idaho. On the way 
there the group stopped in Hamilton, 
Montana. Neither Carmen Blakely 
(above) or Cheryl Isaacs (center) had 
flown in Montana. The weather did 
not cooperate for a free flight, so they 
decided to tether instead using Dale 
Justice’s balloon, Outer Limits. 

They ended up tethering for 
about two and a half hours. People 
traveling on Highway 93 could see 
the balloon and stopped. The children 
from a nearby day care also dropped 
in to see what was happening. Lots 
of people in Montana were treated 
to an introduction to ballooning that 
day. Plus, Carmen and Cheryl could 
log the State of Montana in the pilot 
logs. In other words, everyone was 
happy. 

The next stop was Driggs, Idaho. 
The WAS group rented a house in 
Driggs. It is set up for large groups of 
skiers. It worked perfectly for Car-
men Blakely, Cheryl & Mike Isaacs, 
Dale Justice, Mary Heath, Steve 
Hayes, Edie Stokes, and Bob & 
Marianne LeDoux.

The only problem occurred 
when Cheryl & Mike’s balloon-dog-
extraordinaire, Sedona, decided to 
go for a tour of Idaho on her own. A 
search posse set out in all directions. 

After a long and anxious afternoon 
Sedona was found taking a rest in the 
shade of a barn. She’d covered a lot 
of territory. Both Sedona and Cheryl 
needed a much deserved nap after 
that escapade.

All photoson pages 4 & 5 by Dale Justice  



AeroStats August 2014 • Volume 16, Number 8 Page 5

Teton Valley Balloon Rally, 
continued

The rally participants 
enjoyed four days of fly-
ing within sight of the Teton 
Mountains. Best of all the 
WAS members were able to 
spend a lot of quality time 
together. 

The Teton Valley Balloon 
Rally is already on their sched-
ules for 2015. 
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said, an assistant 
in the area may 
be your way to 
safety.

Fourth: 
Extinguisher, 
have one close 
and accessible 
from outside of 
the trailer fuel-
ling area. It may 
help you save 
yourself and your equipment.

Each of these measures may need 
adaptation to the encountered condi-
tions. If you find yourself in hot and 
extremely dry conditions, it may be 
worth the trouble to pull the basket 
out of the trailer for better access and 
ventilation. If cool and more humid, 
the effort may not be warranted. If 
you don’t have a side access door, or 
floor level vent, the choice to pull the 
basket may be a better arrangement. 
As for me, I’m going to add another 
fire extinguisher at the back door 
mounted on the inside trailer wall 
and reachable from the outside. 

In all cases, it’s your call. Just be 
aware of the risks and how to mini-
mize the chance of an incident. Your 
own careful consideration of the situ-
ation and perhaps asking the advice 
of trusted people with knowledge of 
the physics of the situation will lead 
to reduced safety risk. 

Heads up while fuelling, avoid 
being the first in the fire.

This month, there was a flash fire 
associated with fuelling in a trailer. 
One pilot came up with significant 
first degree burns after only a one 
second exposure to the heat. A crew 
member was instrumental in keep-
ing the exposure short. Initial reports 
described an enclosed trailer with 
the basket inside. Apparently there 
were no obvious sources of ignition. 
Conditions were hot, very dry and at 
around 6,000 feet in elevation. 

Hmm, there are some similari-
ties to practices in use by many in 
the Northwest, including me. There 
are many details in the conditions 
and procedures that will form an 
incident as well as the severity of 
the outcome. First of all, we need to 
consider what we do and under what 
conditions to assess the risk of poor 
outcomes. Yes, we do take risks, 
whether operating a motor vehicle, 
flying a balloon or re-fuelling. We 
can assess the risks and make a 
choice whether to accept the out-
come, decide not to engage in the 
activity or consider the situation 
and mitigate the risks with behavior 
changes and “stack the deck” in our 
favor. 

 I propose that the most effective 

means is the third choice, mitigate 
the risks. This choice requires active 
participation and honest assessments 
of the situation. 

First: accumulation of pro-
pane-air mixtures. When we use 
the outage valve, otherwise known as 
a “spit valve,” we are releasing fuel 
to the atmosphere. While using the 
outage valve, we need to be sure that 
there is cross ventilation for spaces 
around the basket. Since the mixture 
is heavier than air, top vents are not 
very helpful. Vents near the bottom 
of the trailer space will allow the 
mixture to escape and go well below 
the 2 to 9.5% flammable range. If 
your trailer is equipped with a side 
door, it forms a nice large vent space 
at the floor level. 

Second: be mindful of sources 
of ignition. The easy ones are light-
ers and strikers. Followed by syn-
thetic fabrics, particularly in very 
dry conditions. There may be other 
mechanisms for ignition as yet un-
recognized.

Third: Stay out of the basket as 
much as possible. Reaching over is 
far preferable to climbing inside. If 
the mixture ignites, be sure you can 
get out or be pulled out quickly. That 

Time to Ponder
Propane Refueling Considerations
by Tim Gale

Photos by Dale Justice
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

91.103...recognize it?   Preflight 
planning; not only a good idea, but 
an important regulation.  Though it 
has been mentioned in past columns, 
a reader inquiry has brought us here 
again.  The rule was not originally 
written for hot air balloons, as can be 
seen in subparts (a), (b)(1) and some 
of (b)(2).  However, the opening 
paragraph and the rest of (b)(2) leave 
nothing to interpretation or the imag-
ination when it comes to getting ALL 
the necessary pre-flight information.  
And I quote: “Each pilot in com-
mand shall, before beginning a flight, 
become familiar with all available 
information concerning that flight.  
This information must include--(b)
(2) For civil aircraft other than those 
specified in paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, other reliable information 
appropriate to the aircraft, relating to 
aircraft performance under expected 
values of airport elevation and run-
way slope, aircraft gross weight, and 
wind and temperature.”

  This column is written for 
safety, so please, let us not split 
hairs and play word semantics (I do 
enough of that on my own relating 
to the FARs).  “...all the necessary 
pre-flight information” means just 
that.  Some pilots gather up balloon 
and crew and go to the launch field.  
If it is flyable, they do.  If not, oh 
well, kick dirt and “it is nice to be 
outside”.  This obviously is neither a 
good or legal pre-flight.  

The question arises, in relation to 
weather, what happens if a pilot re-
ceives inaccurate information.  Do 
not blame Flight Service.  They are 
telling you what the National Weath-
er Service is telling them.  NWS per-
sonnel are forecasters, not magicians 
and can only work with the data 
they have.  Sometimes even the TV 
weather people are wrong.  At least a 
pilot has made the proper/legal effort 
to get ALL the information.

Obviously there is much more to 

check than weather, but let me toss 
in this parting shot before we leave 
the prognosticators.  If a pilot flies 
in a mountainous area like Colorado 
Springs, Albuquerque and even the 
Napa Valley, he or she must have 
ALL the weather information so 
they are not caught unaware by a 
mountain wave, rotor, or wind taking 
them somewhere further or faster 
than normal, planned or wanted.  Pi-
lots who fly the same area all the 
time can become complacent and 
forget or not “see” subtle weather 
pattern changes.  

What else to check before infla-
tion?  The reg. says “aircraft gross 
weight...and temperature”.  There 
is a concern, in some flying locales, 
about density altitude.  Density 
what?  I have actually been asked 
that question by other pilots and had 
to explain.  

When was the last time you 
(generic for all pilot readers) added 
the weight of passengers, pilot and 
aerostat and figured out the opera-
tional limits for that flight, that day, 
and how it would affect not only 
the balloon’s performance but fuel 
consumption.  Normally you fly from 
point A to B using X number of pro-
pane gallons.  Today it is a bit hotter 

and one passenger is worth two in 
weight.  Where is point B going to 
be?  Hopefully not in a really wet or 
leafy (needles for those in coniferous 
country) place.  

Pilots flying in the vicinity of 
airports hosting “heavy iron” in and 
out must be aware of wing tip vorti-
ces. We have spoken about the hori-
zontal tornados created by a passing 
airplane.  Know what runways are 
being used.  Keep a listening watch 
on the tower frequency...let them 
know you are there, even if sev-
eral miles from the runway thresh-
old.  Having ALL the information 
includes charts (knowing the airspace 
in which you are flying no matter if 
close to an airport or not) if the pilot 
has not committed to memory perti-
nent information located thereon.

FAR 91.103 is not meant to catch 
a pilot doing something wrong.  It 
is there to remind one there is much 
more than weather to check before 
flight.  Is the amount of gas in the 
inflator part of the ALL important in-
formation?  Only if you are the only 
balloon on the field and the fan quits 
before cold inflation is completed.

Be safe when you fly.  It is better 
to have more information than you 
need than less.

Shari Gale 8/4
Pasha Luber 8/13
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Relay For Life, 2014 Woodburn Edition

Last year several WAS pilots and crew members came out to the Woodburn Relay For Life and the conditions were quite inhospitable. This year Mother 
Nature smiled on us. WAS pilots (left to right) Tim Gale, Carmen Blakely, Randy Fuehrer and Koh Murai had an easy inflation. The wind didn’t pick up until 
right at the very end. The relay course was lined with luminaria with the glow balloons in the background. It made a very dramatic effect. The data on how 
much money was raised for cancer research is not in yet, but the spectator turn out was very high.  Photo by Shari Gale

Join in the Fun!
Join WAS today!

The application form can be found 
on page 10.

Print out the membership form, fill 
it out and mail it to WAS treasurer, 

Leslie Berning.

It’s as easy as that!
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Flying Over The Napa Valley
Tim and I have been spending a 

great deal of time in Napa, California 
lately trying to help get the Gale fam-
ily home ready for rent. We have a lot 
to do! Usually we only have time for 
work. This last trip we were able to 
take a full week of “vacation.” That 
gave us one morning to play.

Luckily, our friend Ken Custis, a 
pilot for Napa Valley Balloons, asked 
us to drop in for a visit. We showed 
up bright and early, and eager to just 
watch some of the “big boys” fly 
off the launch field. To our delight, 
Ken offered us a ride. Tim’s eyes lit 
up at the mere thought of getting his 
feet off the ground, so even though I 
was only wearing flip-flops I found 
myself climing into a 1,400 pound 
basket. There were 14 other passen-
gers along for the ride. (That’s us in 
the back compartment on the right.) 
We shared the basket with people 
from New Jersey; Alberta, Canada; 
Arizona; and yes, even Portland, 

Photos by Tim Gale

Oregon!
Soon after lift off from a driving range Ken took us in for 

a splash ‘n’ dash in a pond. As we climbed we started heading 
south right over the Gale family home. That’s it, hidden in the 
trees, in the photo on the right. I’d asked Ken to take pictures 
of the house before. Now I know how challenging that request 
was to complete.   

We’ve been visiting Napa for the last 30 years. It was a real 
treat to see the valley from a whole new perspective. As you 
can see we were joined in the sky by balloons from more than 
just Ken’s company. There were at least 12 balloons in the sky. 
Obviously, the ride business in the Napa area is alive and well.

Napa Valley Balloons works with a 
local winery, Domain Chandon, who make 
very good sparkling wine. The passengers 
meet there in the morning, and have coffee 
and pastries while they sign their release 
forms. The “safety talk” happens in the 
luxury of the dining area. After the flight 
we went back to the winery for breakfast. 

It was a morning we won’t soon forget!

Shari Gale

Photo by Ken Custis using a remotely operated GoPro camera.



AeroStats August 2014 • Volume 16, Number 8 Page 10

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Teton Valley Balloon Rally, Tierra Madre in the foreground with the Teton Moun-

tains looming in the background. Photo by Edie Stokes.  

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com

