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2014 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Tim Gale  Koh Murai

Secretary / Treasurer Community Relations 
Leslie Berning Jim Smith 

Newsletter Editor  Past President 
Shari Gale  Mark Trujillo

Activities Directors FAA Liaison
Pasha & Justin Luber Mark Trujillo & Jim Smith

WAS President’s Letter
Here we 

are, ready for 
a new year, 
or at least 
looking over 
the opportu-
nities, while 
consider-
ing what’s 
happened in 
the last year. 
As a club, 
we’ve got-
ten through 

the Bylaws changes and had good 
times at the meetings in Salem. The 
November meeting with impromptu 
teams self-teaching the all important 
bowline to each other was a sight to 
behold. The Christmas Party was a 
delight. Thank you Leslie Burning 
for the use of your home and prepar-
ing the turkey; Pasha Luber for orga-
nizing and Edie Stokes for the ham. 
Then there was the Christmas sock 
affair with Justin walking away with 
a well earned win. That may start a 
new tradition. 

The rest of the year has seen 
change and good times. The Bylaws 
issue has been settled, many have 
received training for use of the Salem 
airport, we supported the BFA Jr. 
Balloonist program through Cordon 
Lewis of Albany and received his 
post event report. We’ve also estab-
lished a web site and enjoyed Shari’s 
preparation of our newsletter for 
the year. We have patches and win-
dow clings with our club logo. The 
most important result of the club’s          
activities is the cohesive nature of 
our association and friendships, both 
new and older centered around hot 
air ballooning.

Elections: It seems that the same 
officers will remain in power for 
2014. Our objective for 2014 remains 
finding the pleasure of association 
and sharing the joys of ballooning. 
The April safety seminar is coming 

up, and Winthrop is next for orga-
nized flying slated for March 7, 8 & 
9 this year. If any member has a idea 
for a club mission or focus for 2014, 
please contact me. 

Late fall flying: During the recent 
cold period in western Oregon, Koh 
called for crew. The morning ended 
up in a very long flight under inver-
sion and starting temp in the low 
teens. I’ve flown before at noon and 
described it as a bit weird. This flight 
was weird for similar and other rea-
sons. Fuel use was tiny and the enve-
lope temp seemed to have a missing 
digit at times: less than 100 degrees. 
The tanks were barely warm and the 
T-17 burner was not its throaty self. 
The flight ended up as a collection of 
long hops in random directions for 

three hours. Koh finished with a high 
hop to clear the hill to the south and 
found a field after noon. The mud 
was only beginning to thaw. It was 
a great experience with a nice hot 
lunch to warm-up with before head-
ing home.

Looking forward: Aeronaut of the 
Year Award for 2013, we need nomi-
nations in January. Please send them 
to Les at balloonistlab@yahoo.com. 
Criteria include support of balloon-
ing in the Northwest. Please state the 
basis of your nomination.

Happy New Year with gentle 
breezes and smiling landowners to 
all!

Tim Gale
WAS President

Happy Birthday
Chris Whitfield 1/5
Ron Grove 1/10
Janice Fast 1/30
Alan Sanderson 1/30

mailto:balloonistlab@yahoo.com
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

Don’t drag things out for months! 

Join WAS today! Help keep this club as 
active and vibrant as ever. You can find a 

membership form at the end of this newsletter.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
first WAS meeting 

of the year.

Saturday, January 25 at 10 A.M.
Salem Airport FBO 

It’s easy to find. Follow the signs to the Flight Deck 
Restaurant. It’s right next door.

Willamette Aerostat Society
General Meeting, December 15, 2013
 
Agenda
 
In attendance: Tim Gale, President; Leslie Berning, Secretary/
Treasurer; 18 WAS members and four guests.
 
3:15 Call to order
 
The November Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously by 
members present with one correction. “15 members present”
 
Treasurer’s End of the Year Report
$1,559.        beginning balance 1/1/13
$1,246.97    previous balance 11/23/13
$1,192.31    current balance 12/15/13 
Receivables: WAS membership dues; sales of patches and clings. 
Payables: guest speaker meal, flights; tax filings; camp sponsor-
ship; patches; clings; printing; meeting treats; Christmas Party; 
and postage.
 
Call for Final Ballots
 
Accidents or Incidents
None discussed.
 
Manufacturing issues
None discussed.
 

FAA Issues
The FAA inspected Alan Sanderson’s repair station last week.
WAS members discussed the need for a Designated Pilot Exam-
iner.
 
Events and Happenings
Winthrop will be the first weekend in March.
 
Executive Officers Election Results
President: Tim Gale; Vice President: Koh Murai; Secretary/Trea-
surer: Leslie Berning. Unanimous election among all votes cast.
 
For the Good of the Order
• Cory Miller provided information on a Continuing Education 
Seminar to be held April 26, 2014. Cory outlined the speakers, 
pricing and registration information, and contact information. 
This BFA-sanctioned seminar will also be available via live 
streaming.
• Bob Ledoux will inquire about using the Aurora airport for 
WAS meetings.
• Tim Gale asked for suggestions for future topics at meetings.
 
3:45 Adjourn
 
Next meeting Saturday, January 25, 2014 at 10:00am in SLE 
FBO.
 

Respectfully submitted by Leslie Berning.
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Story and photos by Koh Murai

It started out as a pretty nice looking morning, Lord 
Rayleigh’s phenomenon were in full view as you can see. 

All the good signs were there, fourth successive night 
of a surface based inversion, low temperatures, no fore-
casted winds of any consequence in Yamhill for 24 hours. 
(besides four of four models being in agreement for our 
flight window!) 

So at 0900 hrs, across the creek we went to our 
neighbor’s fields (with his permission) and our star stu-
dent, Janna Ingram, set about the task of setting up for 
a flight but with the changes required for cold weather 
flying.

Things to learn for flying in Oregon that were normal 
in Nevada and other cold flight climates, but not in the 
syllabus so far in Oregon. Differences in planning and 
preparation related to the burner, fan operations/condi-
tioning, fuel pressure, crew assignments, and flexibility 
of materials. Janna did prevail with a little help from 
her instructor de jour (thank you Tim Gale) and several  
former Earthwinds launch crew (used to -20°F launch 
conditions all night) along with new crew recently relo-
cated from Arizona.

AFY (Another Flight in Yamhill) Late 2013 Edition

So off we went, albeit at a very sedate pace, the crew, 
being their usual helpful selves did try and give the pilots 
a few pointers on where to fly. 

Not sure if it was the student’s interpretation of the 
signals, the instructor’s interpretation or just that mother 
nature had other ideas, but with a short blast of sunshine 
the balloon headed off to the west. 

Three pilots maintained their currency, plus almost 
all the crew and guests had rides. The small valley that 
runs along Hwy 240 within the last two miles of Yamhill, 
was flown from east to west (a bit unusual).  Earlier in 
the year we watched as Laura Hancock and Dale Justice 
flew the valley from west to east launching from our 
normal site at the high school and landing just up the 
hill from our launch site of today, at Bernard and Ronnie 
LaCroute’s vineyard/winery (Willakenzie Estates).  

At a point about two hours into the flight, Tim found 
himself coming around behind the Major Lane Stables 
with a nice spot to land (and no ground speed to speak 
of).  So we changed pilots and passengers and took the 
stable owner and one of her helpers. It was not to be 
a long hop as the stable owner decided after we were 
airborne that this really wasn’t for her. So we landed next 

Continued on page 5
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2013 Aeronaut of the Year Award
The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s Aeronaut Of The Year Award is an 
annual award presented  to an individual who has made a significant 
contribution to the Sport of Ballooning during the past year.

The Award process is as follows:
 Nominations, complete with a description of why the Award should be  
 given, are received from the General Club Membership by the Executive  
 Committee;
 Nominations are reviewed for appropriateness as defined in the Aeronaut  
 Of The Year Procedures.
 Ballots are prepared and mailed to the General Membership for voting  
 and returning to the Executive Committee for tallying.
 The Award is presented during a General Meeting, or other appropriate 
 occasion.

It is time to consider nominees for the WAS 2013 award (presented in 2014).

Please consider accomplishments of your fellow Aeronauts (Pilots and Crew) made 
during the year 2013 and nominate those you feel have made a significant 
contribution to the Sport of Ballooning. Any WAS Member is eligible for 
nomination. In addition, when significant contributions by others have been made, 
they may also be considered.

Nominations should include a description of the nominee’s accomplishments. Nominations should be sent, 
or e-mailed, to Leslie Berning at balloonistlab@yahoo.com no later than February 15, 2014 in order to be 
considered. Thank you.

Your WAS Executive Committee

door and swapped out for one of the crew. Turns out our 
other passenger was a class mate and horse riding friend 
of Janna’s. So we very slowly flew over her home and 
stables, then ascended to 2300’ MSL, in order to find that 

really fast wind (6 knots!! — so that should tell you how 
slow it was). We made our way south and then east down 
low to the back side of the hills south of our property.  

A sure sign of old age (cold, despite it warming up to 
32°F) got the best of the pilot and passengers, after three 
hours of flight, and using 2/3 of our fuel (20 gallons) we 
elected to land at another friendly Yamhill landowner’s 
farm, since it was up hill and drained (also the ground 
was starting to thaw). Besides it was 12:30 p.m. and a 
warm brunch sounded good. It was a landing site we all 
love, where the owner (a woman in her 80’s) was out tell-
ing her grandchildren that “ it was a privilege to have a 
balloon descend and land on their property.”  

So after a chilly pack up, it was off to Trask Moun-
tain Outpost for warm beverages, brunch, beer, and other 
crew  essentials. So again, a fine first for me (flight in 
December in western Oregon), great crew and land own-
ers, and a safe adventure in aerostation.  AFY

AFY,
Continued from page 4

mailto:balloonistlab@yahoo.com
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10 Things: Marianne LeDoux

10 Things: Here’s Your Chance To Learn A Little Something 
Extra About Your Fellow WAS Members

1. My maiden name was Karo — like 
the syrup - but not related.

2. Born in a cabin in the hills of 
northern California.

3. I was queen of the
 Brownsville Pioneer Picnic — the 
community where I grew up.

4. I was a co-founder of the Santiam 
Four Wheel Drive Association. I 
knew all the part numbers of a Jeep 
transmission.

5. Was a “powder-puff” oval track 
racer.

6. I am the first woman commercial-
rated hot air balloon pilot in Oregon.

7. I am the only woman pilot to 
win the Northwest Hot Air Balloon 
Championship.

8. I flew over the Cascade Mountains 
with World Champion Bill Arras.

9. I am a balloon homebuilder. With 
my husband, Bob, we have built 
seven envelopes.

10. I have acrophobia.

1. Although I was born in 
Olympia, two of my Great Great 
Grandparents each traveled the 
Oregon Trail to the Scio, OR area in 
1843 and 1844, were raised there and 
married and had children there.

2. I lived in Hillsboro for 43 years, 
while it grew from 3200 souls to 
over 50,000 (it’s now over 80,000). 
Newberg is now my home of 14 
years.

3. I was in the Air Force for four 
years, three of which were at Mt. 
Hebo on the Oregon coast (88 miles 
from home). I was there during the 
October 12, 1962 storm, and was 
watching the wind gauge record 
the highest wind ever clocked in 
Oregon at nearly 200 mph. Then the 
anemometer cups blew away!

4. I was introduced to ballooning by 
a fellow amateur radio operator, who 
ran into Brick Morgan while taking 
pictures one day, and who was also 
a ham. Brick gave me my first flight. 
I was instantly hooked. I took flying 
lessons in 1984, but did not complete 
the journey for my Private Certificate 
until 2009. The journey toward the 
Commercial rating is still in progress.

5. I have always enjoyed balloon 
rallies, and started with Walla Walla 

10 Things: Dale Justice

in 1984. I attend about eight rallies 
per year.

6. I am not well traveled globally, 
except for a trip to India in 2011. 
Very eye-opening. The Taj Mahal is 
everything you would expect. Travel 
around the Pacific Northwest is lots 
of fun for me.

7. I started being curious about 
electronics in high school. After Air 
Force training, I worked for Rodgers 
Organ Company in Hillsboro, 
and three subsequent electronic 
companies in the Tualatin Valley, 
during a nearly 50 year career.

8. I have five children, 11 
grandchildren, and 4 great 
grandchildren. Thanks to facebook, 
I get to keep up with them regularly. 
Thanks to ballooning, I get to see 
the ones in Montana during trips to 
the Driggs, ID Teton Valley Balloon 
Rally.

9. I enjoy hiking, swimming, bicycle 
riding (mountain and road), ice 
skating, Scrabble, Sudoku, Pinochle, 
and putting together picture puzzles, 
especially of ballooning. I also am 
the Bingo caller here at the mobile 
home park on Tuesday evenings.

10. Retirement is great, especially 
during balloon rally season.

Marianne LeDoux came up with the idea of taking the Facebook game of sharing little known facts about your-
self with your friends, and transferring it to this newsletter. It was a great idea! The first installment went out last 
month. Here’s the next two members, one of whom is Marianne herself. 

It’s not too late to send in your list (of 10 or more). You can be as serious or whimsical as you wish. Send your 
list to sharigaleor@gmail.com.

 

mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
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Images From the WAS Christmas Party
Photos by Shari Gale, Cory Miller and Leslie Berning

The entrants in the 1st Annual Christmas Sock Competition.Leslie Berning was kind enough to host the party again. 
Thanks, Les!

And the winner of this fun new addition to the Christmas 
party was Justin Luber! Who could resist those toes? He 
won resoundingly.

Mary Heath, Justin & Pasha Luber

Choices, choices! Greg Miller (far left) had a hard time deciding 
which of the last few packages to pick. Edie Stokes, with Sandy 
Grove in the background, was obviously pleased with her pick. Too 
bad she didn’t get to keep it. 
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Don’t Go Through 
The Next Year 

All On Your Own!

Renew your WAS membership today!

Fill out the membership application 
and mail it and your check to:

 
Willamette Aerostat Society,

 c/o Leslie Berning
P.O. Box 3784, Salem, OR  97302

Join the Club / Join The Fun

Next meeting is January 25th at 10:00 A.M. 
at the Salem Airport FBO (upstairs)

Hello all, registration is now open for the 2014 Pacific NW Safety Seminar. This will be held in Salem, Oregon. I will also be open-
ing up the registration for online viewing of this seminar. I will be running a chat room for comments and questions to be asked as 
well as have an email address to send all of the questions to during the seminar. Please note that this is not the BFA online seminar 
as that is another seminar. 

Pricing is set as follows:
 1 Pilot physically attending- $45.00
 2 Pilots physically attending- $75.00
 2 Pilots and 1 crew member- $100.00
 1 Crew Member- $35.00
 1 person viewing online- $40.00

Speakers and topics include:
 Gordon Schwontkoski- Crewing and Accidents
 Andy Baird- Pilot Decision Making and Making yourself a better pilot through competition
 Kathy Smith- Tethering
 Brad Temeyer- Weather
 Portland FAA Office- FAR’s
 Maintenance
 Cory Miller- Powerlines Step potential

This seminar has received BFA sanctioning for both the physical and online webcast. 
It will begin at 7:30 a.m. Pacific Time and go to 5:00 p.m. 

To register go to http://jotform.co/form/33125273931854

Cory Miller, Seminar Organizer

2014 Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar Information

http://jotform.co/form/33125273931854
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Phil Archy, Boise, ID is searching for flyable weather. Original photo by Shari 

Gale, doctored with a little help of Photoshop on a dull and dreary winter morning.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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