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WAS President’s Letter

Flying Season Is Under Way!

No WAS meetings will be held
during the summer months.

See you out on 
the launch field instead!

June 2014 
is nearly over 
and a few 
noteworthy 
events have 
come to pass. 
The Tigard 
Festival of 
Balloons 
enjoyed some 
of our north-
west weather 
variety: 
Calm, rainy, 

breezy and then calm. Of course, 
there was some controversy when 
one balloon ran into a collection of 
difficult choices. The pilot made a 
good choice when faced with real 
risk: Let the ego slide to protect the 
people aboard. Unfortunately good 
safety choices are easily misrepre-
sented by a media eager to build a 
story for public distribution. Impor-
tant facts published did not have the 
basis in journalistic excellence (veri-
fied facts), only expeditious efforts 
for meeting the outlet’s deadline. The 
result was a story with half-truths 
that was heard across the nation and 
even under the sea by a submariner. 
In some respects, the public’s lack 
of awareness encourages the media’s 
frenzy to fill in the blanks with their 
own ignorance. As a mild counter-
measure to the poor reporting, con-
sider taking time with the public and 
people of the media to help them 
understand the reality of LTA flight. 
We do live in a bit of an alternate 
world with aerostats where our friend 
is altitude and challenge is horizontal 
maneuvering. Just the opposite of the 
terrestrial world where altitude is not 
controlled and maneuvering on the 
horizontal dimensions is normally 
well controlled. The public curiosity 
and imagination relating to balloons 
is less than it was a couple of decades 
ago yet we’re still thought of as a 
pretty oddity that gets up terribly ear-

ly. These inaccurate and sensational 
stories made of fluff and imagination 
will always be around. Perhaps we 
can take up a few of them and help 
the writers better understand their 
subject. Journalism isn’t dead, it’s 
just more driven by commerce than 
ever before.

All in all, hats off to the organiz-
ers and participants of the Tigard 
Festival of Balloons. It’s quite an 
achievement to have 30 events com-
pleted. It all started from the days of 

the Rose Festival at East Delta Park, 
to Sunset High School, Fanno Creek 
Park and finally Cook Park (have I 
missed any?). The venues and sur-
rounding infill of the landing areas 
has continued to make challenges yet 
the event has made it work. Tigard 
certainly embraces the event. 

Gentle Breezes and early har-
vests!

Tim Gale
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ewsletter is not to be construed as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

July 2014

July 11th
Woodburn Relay for Life
Centennial Park, Woodburn, OR
Contact: Robert Prinslow
woodburnboy@msn.com

July 18 - 20
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

August 2014

August 16 - 17
Loose Goose VII
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, 
dayshancock@aol.com

August 22 - 24
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
541-791-3830

August 27 - 31
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only

September 2014

September 5 - 7
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Dixie Craig, 775-826-1181
e-mail: admin@renoballoon.com
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 12 - 14
6th Annual Quincy Valley Balloon 
Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon, 
509-787-3795

September 19 - 21
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague, CA
For more information contact:
Shasta Valley Rotary Club
Dianne Torpin, 530-340-1287

September 26 - 28
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information contact:
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.
html

October 2014

October 4 - 12
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
Contact: AIBF, Inc., 1-888-422-7277
http://balloonfiesta.com

Steve Hays 7/10
Terri Miller 7/23
Mark Trujillo 7/26

A special thank you goes to Dale 
Justice and Pasha Luber for proof-

reading this newsletter for me. 
Their help is greatly appreciated.

Shari Gale, Editor

http://www.renoballoon.com
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
http://prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
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Tigard Festival of Balloons: 
Take a Look!

The weekend of the Tigard 
Festival of Balloons looked perfect 
— until we woke up before dawn on 
Friday morning. It was raining! It 
was not the usual light, misty type of 
rain, either. It was raining hard. So 
much for Friday’s flight. That is until 
the pilot briefing was concluded. 
That’s when the rain stopped. Most 
of us went off to breakfast, but the 
steadfast commercial balloonists put 
up their balloons to give the TV audi-
ence and the spectators something to 
see. Their efforts were greatly appre-
ciated, especially because a meeting 
of the area’s various Chamber of 
Commerce groups was scheduled 

in the Launch Pad tent area Friday 
morning.

Friday evening’s nightglow 
worked out well. I did not bother 
to count how many balloons were 
involved, but it seemed like it was 
successful for them all. There were 
a lot of spectators, and it wasn’t too 
windy. It was a bit “sporty,” but ev-
eryone handled the situation well. 

By Saturday things had turned 
around. The sun was out and the 
winds were down. The winds were 
way down. It was light and variable. 
Considering the fact the launch field 
is in the middle of an urban area, 
light and variable winds can be a 
challenge. Luckily, there was enough 
wind to get everyone down the val-
ley. One balloon even landed all 
the way down at the Aurora/Donald 
exit on I-5. Of course, they flew for 
two hours to get that far south. The 
vast majority of the pilots ended up 
landing in the Tualatin/Wilsonville 
area. One church in Tualatin was nice 

enough to have a huge lawn located 
along the flight path. 

Tim and I crewed for Carmen 
Blakely. We enjoy hanging out with 
Carmen. She has such a bright spirit. 
She enjoyed having Tim around 
because he can tie a bowline knot 
without thinking about it. Flip, twist 
and it’s done. Four balloons tethered 
on the field and gave rides to any and 
all free of charge. The line of people 
wanting to go up was long! In fact, 
it seemed to us that no matter how 
many people went up the line never 
got shorter. Finally, the fuel ran low 
and the wind came up. It was time to 
refuel both the balloon and the crew.

There’s one restaurant in Ti-
gard who should become a sponsor. 
Davidson’s is right across the street 
from the refueling location. It seemed 
like just about everyone associated 
with the rally ended up crowding into 
that one tiny restaurant. The fact that 
the food is good and the staff did not 

continued on page 5

The line to sign waivers for free tether rides went on for the full width of the launch field. In all over 
600 people signed waivers on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  
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panic when their restaurant filled to 
capacity helped. 

We did not attend the glow on 
Saturday night. From the reports we 
heard about the number of people 
on the field and the resulting traffic 
jam afterwards, I’m very happy we 
got to bed early that night. Sunday 
morning we did, however, have proof 
that someone enjoyed himself a 
little too much the night before. Our 
tether spot was right in front of the 
beer tent. From what we found on 
the ground, someone took a few too 
many trips to the tent, and/or maybe 
all the corndogs he’d had did not 
agree with him. We set up a trashcan 
over the spot so we could keep track 
of the toxic area. We didn’t want 
anyone to step in it and we didn’t 
want the tether lines to drag through 
it. (This is always the worst part of 
launching after a successful night-
glow.)

Sunday we swapped places with 
Carmen. We tethered Checkmate and 
Carmen crewed for us. She volun-
teered to work the crown line. She 
ended up in the vendor area, weaving 
her way through picnic tables, but 
she managed quiet well. 

The tether on Sunday had to be 

cut shorter than on Saturday. Sunday 
morning the antique cars started to 
trickle in before we were down. Plus 
there was a breakfast scheduled for 
10:00 AM. The tethered rides were 
shut down at 8:30. There were still 
people in line. It would be a perfect 
world if we could have accommodat-
ed everyone. It’s no fun to disappoint 
people. 

The good news is that the interest 
level by the spectators was so high. 
We heard that over the course of the 
weekend the event had 600+ people 
sign waivers so they could take a 
tether ride. That’s pretty amazing. 

The pilots who flew off the field 
on Sunday were told to expect very 
light and variable winds. Koh Mu-
rai gave the weather briefing. He 
jokingly told everyone to expect to 
land back at his or her own launch 
sites. Instead, Koh went aloft, drift-
ing to the north for a while, and then 
he found a nice brisk breeze going 
south. He stayed there long enough 
to get out over Wilsonville. He land-
ed in the exact spot he’d landed in 
the day before. It was a field owned 
by Tri-Met next to one of their park-
ing lots. You can’t beat that! 

The Awards Brunch at Nicoli’s 
Grill and Sports Bar in Lake Oswego 
was an added highlight. The food 
is always good, and sitting out on 
the terrace with friends in beautiful 
weather made for a perfect ending to 
the weekend. Personally, I enjoyed 
hanging out for the weekend with 
an old friend, Dave Sweeney. He 
stepped in as the announcer this year. 
He did a great job, although, I do 
object to his introducing me over the 
sound system as his mother. (Don’t 
worry. He picked on me at the wrong 
moment in time. Since he’s suddenly 
part of the family he’s going to have 
to step up and help clean out 30+ 
years of stuff from Tim’s parent’s 
home in Napa. We know where he 
lives, he can’t get out of the task!)

Tigard Festival of Balloons
continued from page 4

In closing, I must mention that 
Nevada pilot, Katie Griggs, was pre-
sented with the Brick Morgan Sports-
manship Award. Brick was a warm 
and welcoming pilot in the early days 
of ballooning in Western Oregon. 
Katie was a natural recipient of an 
award given in his name. She made 
her crew, passengers and spectators 
feel special. 

The Tigard Festival of Balloons 
presented each of us many memories 
to carry us throughout the rest of the 
season. 

Shari Gale

All photos by Shari or Tim Gale
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The Faces of the 2014 Tigard Festival of Balloons

All photos by Shari Gale

Top left to right: Carmen Blakely, on Checkmate’s 
crown line, with only a few obstacles in her way. 
Tim Gale giving a tethered ride to a hesitant boy 
and his enthusiastic dad.
Center left to right: These two models showed up 
Saturday morning with their own photographer. 
They were seeking just the right photo for their 
portfolios. (The one in black kept complaining 
of being cold. Hmm. Maybe a few more clothes 
would have solved the problem.) 
Jennifer Whitfield showing the world what genu-
ine beauty looks like!
Dave & Koh installing the temperature gauge.
Lower left to right: Tammy Moore in her newest 
eye wear.
Announcer Dave Sweeney with one of his many, 
many fans. Dave’s cow pants were a crowd 
favorite.
Three kids Sunday morning were still sporting 
their face paintings from the night before. They 
were in awe of those huge balloons as they began 
to inflate.  
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I try to avoid politics as much 
as I can. It just seems that the same 
themes are played over and over 
again, year after year. While clean-
ing out my in-laws’ house after they 
moved to a much smaller place I ran 
across a magazine, Pictorial Re-
view, from November 1923. I took 
it home to read when I had more 
time. There’s an editorial on page 
one that caught my eye. It was titled 
“Uncle Sam Needs a Wife” by Ida 
Clyde Clarke. I don’t have time or 
space to print it all, but I will reprint 
some excerpts. The editorial deals 
with the overspending of Congress. 
The opening sentence states, “To an 
average woman keeping an aver-
age house on an average husband’s 
salary our Government management 
of finances is inexcusably stupid and 
short-sighted.” She then goes on to 
say that Congressmen speak about 

18,000,000 words each year while on 
the floor of the House. “This talk is 
not cheap. It costs us taxpayers about 
$9,000,000 or 50 cents a word, to 
print and circulate it in the Congres-
sional Record.”

OK, so you get the idea of where 
she’s going with this editorial. The 
part that really caught my eye has a 
subhead, which reads: “And — Why 
Balloons?” Here’s what she has to 
say on that subject:

“Take, for example, that business 
of buying balloons. We all remember 
how a number of Americans were 
lost when two Zeppelins exploded 
in England not long ago. These were 
balloons that we taxpayers had paid 
our money for, and the men killed 
were valuable American citizens. 
But more balloons were constructed 
and more men killed at Norfolk and 
on Lake Erie. There are always, 

Uncle Sam Needs a Wife
by Shari Gale

‘investigations’ and there are always 
‘reasons.’ ‘The escape-valve fouled,’ 
or ‘the fabric was defective,’ or ‘the 
wrong brand of gas was used.’

“But mere woman rises to ask, 
‘Why Balloons?’ If we are honestly 
trying to cut down Government 
expenses why not begin on balloons? 
They are very expensive, and what 
good are they? Why not airplanes? 
Joy-riding, or any other kind of rid-
ing, in balloons is a luxury yet to be 
developed. The Germans were not 
able to do very much with Zeppelins, 
and these spherical balloons obey 
no laws of man. They float at will, 
subject to the temperament of the el-
ements. If we must train for war, why 
not build airships which can at least 
be used for other purposes?”

I, for one, am glad the taxpayers 
spent money on balloon development 
even though modern day balloons 
still are “subject to the temperament 
of the elements.”

So much has changed since 1923, 
but still so much has stayed the same.

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

I was recently questioned about 
some of the rules.  We talk about 
them, but the more I fly airplanes 
and balloons, and the more events 
I attend, I am amazed at how many 
pilots fly without regard to the 
FARs.  Some pilots simply do not 
know them.  They were learned long 
enough to pass the tests, then forgot-
ten.  All too often, the rules are for 
the other pilot.  So here we are again 
to talk about one of the most misun-
derstood.

Those who fly events under a 
waiver are allowed to fly lower or 
within closer proximity to obstacles 
in congested areas and open air as-
semblies of persons than the rules 
normally dictate. Often, perhaps too 
often, pilots neglect to read an event 
waiver, even though they have signed 
an affidavit attesting they have…in 
fact…read it.

Waiver limits do not go on for-
ever.  The horizontal distance can be 
a short as a mile from the launch site.  
Beyond that, the rules are in full ef-
fect.  Some pilots fly events at waiver 
limits when one is not in effect at all.

FAR 91.119 is not the point here.  
Pilots know of its existence.  Wheth-
er they chose to follow it is a differ-
ent matter.  Waivers are the subject.  
Pilots must read them and understand 
them.  This year’s event waiver may 
be different than those written for the 
same event in years past.

While not as misunderstood or 
neglected as 91.119, FARs 61.53, 
61.56 and 61.57 get their share of at-
tention…or lack thereof.

Balloon pilots are not required by 
the FAA to have medical certificates 
(61.23),  but, how many knowing 
they are not feeling well…physically 
or mentally…fly anyway?  Medically 

needed or not, it is a poor safety at-
titude to do so and is in violation of 
61.53(b).

61.56 is the flight review reg. and 
is most often violated unintentionally 
by the pilot who loses track of when 
the last biennial was flown.

The same is true of the recent 
flight experience rule, 61.57.  Af-
ter an extended no fly period, some 
pilots forget the need of three takeoff 
and landings prior to carrying pas-
sengers.  If night tethers (not glows) 
are on the schedule…well, that is 
another part of the regulation pilots 
must be aware of.  Doing the flights 
is not enough.  Pilots must make sure 
they are properly certified in their 
personal logbooks.

Tethers are considered flights by 
the FAA.  Be current, be safe and 
have fun.
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Response to Virginia 
incident, 2014
Hearing of the 2014 Virginia incident 
this year and losing three souls in a 
power line incident, a collection of 
thoughts come to mind:

•	 Don’t commit to where you 
cannot see.

•	 Fly the poles.

•	 Extra caution with back-lit 
objects early AM and late PM

•	 Crew, on board and on the 
ground, can help you see. They 
are all part of the team, treat 
them accordingly and listen to 
them

•	 Once the emergency is apparent, 
shift your thinking to survival.

•	 Get the bodies of you and your 
passengers as far away from the 
lines as soon as you can.

•	 Rip-out, you can go down sooner 
and faster than you can climb.

•	 Your equipment is far less 
important than your passengers: 
Sacrifice it!

•	 Think through your possible 
emergencies and practice 
procedures before the emergency 
happens. Consider the what ifs.

•	 Keep it in order: 1.) people, 2.) 
equipment & 3.) ego.

•	 If you do have an incident, talk 
about it and help others learn 
from your experience. You’re 
a better person for sharing 
misfortune. 

•	 I’ve been there, Want to talk?

Tim Gale

Get fired up! 
Join the

Willamette 
Aerostat Society 

today!

The application form can be found 
on the following page.

Print out the membership form, fill 
it out and mail it to WAS treasurer, 

Leslie Berning. 

You don’t want to miss out 
on any of the fun! 
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Party Panda and Spunky Skunk getting reacquainted at the 2014 Tigard Festival  

 of Balloons, photo by Kenny Wong (crewing for Party Panda) 

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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