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WAS President’s Letter

There isn’t a WAS 
meeting in May.

See you at a ballon 
event down the road!

Oh! Go fly a balloon!

Ah, 
spring in 
Oregon, the 
rain is a bit 
warmer. After 
a dry and 
cold Janu-
ary, we’re 
making up 
for lost time 
with pre-
cipitation in 
April. North 
westerners 

may complain of the rain, yet it’s not 
a bitter feeling, only wishing for the 
beauty of flying over spring foliage 
with the wide variation of green. 
The tulips were a beautiful yet brief 
experience this month for me. As-
suming the field this year is ¼ mile 
from north to south, I covered the 
distance in less than two minutes. 
Once Checkmate was down, Randy 
with Magic performed the same 
feat. A bit later, Bob Raper made his 
pass, yet continued on well to the 
south. Regardless of the length of 
flight, fussing about with fabric and 
the early morning camaraderie is an 
activity I’ve cherished for decades.

Tomorrow many of us will be 
gathering for Cory’s Safety Seminar 
in Salem. I hope the weather is other 
than flyable as it’s difficult to see 
good spring flying weather outside 
while sitting in a large room and 
listening to folks talk. His slate of 
speakers bodes well for an informa-
tive and useful event. It’s all part of 
preparing ourselves for the flying in 
months to come. The program has 
been set up to gain credit in the FAA 
safety WINGS program. 

Two days later: The weather 
cooperated for a seminar and was 
dreadful. The speakers for Cory’s 
seminar were top-notch and the event 
well thought out. I’ve come away 
with a couple of tasks for 2014: Pre-

incident planning for communication 
and review of sectionals and airspace 
designations. Thank you, Cory for 
the event, you did well.

One final thought: The club 
decided in the April meeting to not 
have a meeting in May. It’s the start 
of the season in Walla Walla. It’s 
their fortieth meeting, Wow! This 
will be my 34th attendance (I missed 

1981). Here’s to good weather and 
good times. It’s a town where bal-
loons feel very welcome. The follow-
ing weekend many WAS pilots will 
be gathering in Madras for some fun 
flying. Here’s to good weather there, 
too. 

Gentle breezes & dry friendly 
landings,

Tim Gale
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Happenings!
in the Pacific Northwest           and beyond
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Event information in this n
ewsletter is not to be construed as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

May 2014

May 8 - 11
40th Annual Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
Contact: Scott Spencer
www.lighterthanairamerica.com

May 16 - 18
Madras Fun Fly
Madras, OR
Contact: Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

June 2014

June 20 - 22
Festival of Balloons in Tigard
Tigard, OR
Contact: info@tigardballoon.org
503-612-8213

July 2014

July 18 - 20
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

August 2014

August 16 - 17
Loose GooseVI
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock, 
dayshancock@aol.com

August 22 - 24
Wah Chang NW Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
541-791-3830

August 27 - 31
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
Organizer: Scott Spencer
Event is by invitation only

Mary Gobet May 1
Carol Cullison May 12
Jerry Gobet May 12
Jeff Kessenich May 14
Glenda Page May 14
Carmen Blakely May 17
Tammy Moore May 23

September2014

September 5 - 7
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
Contact: Dixie Craig, 775-826-1181
e-mail: admin@renoballoon.com
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 26-28
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
Contact: Morgan Everett
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org/index.
html

Remember, a vote was taken at the last WAS meeting — 
There will be no meeting in May.

http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org/index.html
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The oldest balloon rally in the 
Pacific Northwest almost drifted 
away when the Walla Walla Chamber 
of Commerce unexpectedly cut their 
ties to the rally at the beginning of 
the year. Scott and Laurie Spencer of 
Lighter Than Air America, based in 
Boise, scrambled to catch the drop 
line and pull the event back into 
place. (Editor’s Note: All those bal-
loon operation puns are intentional!)

The weekend of the WWBS is 
fast approaching. Things get started 
on Thursday, May 8th , 5:00 AM, at 
Howard-Tietan Park for the Media 
Day Launch. Years ago Howard-
Tietan Park was the launch location 
for all rally flights. Going back to the 
park this year is a nice tip of the hat 
to the rally’s origins. 

The Pilot Check-In & Recep-
tion starts at 4:30 PM at the Holiday 
Inn Express. This is a mandatory 
pilot event. The FAA will be there 
to check documents. Be sure your 
paperwork is in order! At 6:00 PM 
there’s a mandatory pilot safety and 
pre-flight meeting at the hotel. 

The full contingent of balloons 
will be out for the Friday through 
Sunday launches from Garrison Mid-
dle School. This is the same launch 
field used the last few years. Over 30 

balloons will be floating over 
Walla Walla this year.  

Warning to crew and spec-
tators: Volunteer groups at the 
two main parking lots will be 
collecting a modest parking fee 
as fund-raisers for their local 
charities. If you don’t want to 
pay for parking either catch a 
ride with a chase vehicle, or 
park your own vehicle on the 
streets surrounding the school 
and walk in. 

On Friday night, 5:30 PM, 
there will be a pizza party at 
the Holiday Inn Express pre-
sented by Big Cheese Pizza. 
Free food. This is a good thing!

Saturday morning’s flight 
will be a competitive task, The 
Mayor’s Cup. For those who 
don’t know it, fellow bal-
loonist, Jerry Cummins, is the 
mayor of Walla Walla. Jerry 
will make the presentation to 
the winner.

Saturday afternoon/evening 
events will take place at Walla Walla 
Community College. At 4:30 demon-
strations by the special shape bal-
loons, Coca-Cola Bottle and Liberty 
Bell, will take place. Food will be 
available for purchase at the college. 

Celebrating 40 Years of Ballooning
2014 Walla Walla Balloon Stampede

The Director of Culinary Arts for 
the college organized a “Kids Food 
Barbecue,” plus there will other food 
booths manned by campus student 
clubs. There again the funds raised 
will go to support the student clubs.

At dusk the night glow will hap-
pen. Dusk at this time of year means 
approximately 8:15 PM. That sched-
ule is so much better than the Sep-
tember time frame. The pilot briefing 
is scheduled for 7:30 PM. 

Before we know what happened 
it will be time for Sunday’s launch. 
It is being called “The Last Dance – 
Lloyd & Vale Tribute.” This launch 
is a visual thank you to the rally’s 
founders Bill Lloyd and the Vale 
brothers, Nat and Mick. 

It feels so good to write about 
this upcoming event. The steady an-
chor to the Pacific Northwest balloon 
rally season it almost did not happen 
this year. Thanks to Scott and Laurie 
Spencer for getting this organized so 
quickly. WWBS 2012 launch field and over the city. Photos by Andrea Wright. 
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Flying Over The

When we arrived 
out on the launch 
field this is what we 
saw — tulips in the 
early morning light. 
It’s truly a beautiful 
sight! Now, if the 
winds would just die 
down a little we’d 
be able to add a little 
something extra to 
the tulip field photo-
graphs.

There were 
several balloon pilots and many crew 
members standing around waiting for 
Mother Nature to cooperate. If we 
launched from The Wooden Shoe Tu-
lip Farm property the balloons would 
drift off in the opposite direction of 
the flowers. That was not in the game 
plan.

Barb Iverson, one of the Wooden 
Shoe owners, came to our rescue. 
She drove over to the neighbor’s 
place and asked permission of us to 
launch. He quickly granted it. Tim 
Gale, Bob Raper, Randy Fuehrer, and 
Dale Justice headed over to a grass 
seed field directly north of the tulips. 
The plan was to have a quick, but 
photogenic flight. They would launch 
from the field just north of the tulips 
and land immediate south on another 
grass seed field owned by the Iver-
sons. 

Not everyone followed the plan. 
Dale opted not to inflate. It was still 
pretty windy and he knew he’d have 
other chances to fly in Woodburn. 
Bob Raper had paying passengers, so 
he opted for a longer flight. 

Tim was the first to inflate. 
Checkmate did a lot of rocking and 
rolling before he launched. His pas-
sengers were Koh Murai and Jerry 
Gobet. Between the three of them 
there was over 100 years of flying 

experience in the basket. 
As Checkmate lifted off, Randy 

had his balloon inflated. Check-
mate’s flight only lasted about two 
minutes, but in that two minute 
window of opportunity there must 
have been hundreds of photographs 
taken. The fields were loaded with 
both amateur and professional pho-
tographers. 

Mission accomplished. Our 
quick flights were greatly appre-
ciated by the tulip farm owners 
and the photographers. Some of 
the photos ended up posted on 
the Wooden Shoe’s Facebook 
page. Check them out. 

As mentioned earlier, Bob 
elected to fly on. He ended up in 
the Silverton area, and encoun-
tered a very positive landowner. 
(The best kind.)

Dale came back on Monday 
and was the balloon featured on 
a Channel 12 show. He tethered 
Outer Limits for quite some 
time while the reporter, Joe V., 
made his live television report. 
Dale was not able to burn with-
out disrupting the report, so he 
ended up squashing a few flow-
ers as the balloon settled back. 
Barb was OK with that. She had 
her eyes set on the great reward 
of TV time. 

By Shari Gale
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Just look at the number of photographers in that top photo of Checkmate! In the photo right below it you can see that Randy came close to two amateur 
photographers as he came in for a landing. They grabbed their tripod and got it out of his way very quickly. Bob Raper, in the two lower photos, made a run 
at the tulips, but flew on for an hour longer. He covered a lot of ground in that hour, but none of it was as pretty as the first section! 

All photos on this page and on page 6 are by Shari Gale, who ditched her crew chief duties so she could get some prime photos.
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To the Members of the Willamette Aerostat Society:
I am a Portland based photogra-

pher and Professor of Photography 
at Oregon State University embark-
ing on a new photography series.  As 
part of this work I will be capturing 
majestic landscapes.

 The series I am creating deals 
with Corrections Officers at incar-
ceration facilities throughout Or-
egon. Whatever your beliefs about 
the justice system, these officers 
are generally unseen by the public 
and endure tremendous amounts of 
stress. My photography project aims 
to offer an opportunity for a strong 
sense of pride to the Officers and this 
project could have a strong, positive 

impact. To that aim, I will be photo-
graphing landscapes throughout the 
state in addition to the portraits. 

 Having had the experience of 
photographing from a hot air bal-
loon once in my past, I believe this 
would be the ideal way to comple-
ment the portraits of the Officers. 

 I would love the opportunity to 
make these photographs and pro-
vide any pilots with photographs for 
websites and other promotional or 
recreational uses. Additionally, my 
partner and I would be happy to cre-
ate portraits before, during and after 
any flights.

Are you interested in working 

together? Do you know other pilots 
who might take interest in this type of 
collaboration?

Anyone working with me will be 
listed in all of my promotional mate-
rials and in the exhibitions that will 
be held in communities around the 
state where I will be photographing 
the Officers. 

 If you’d like to have a conversa-
tion in person or over the phone that 
would be great. I can be reached at  
(917) 589-9767 or 
lorenzo@lorenzotriburgo.com
 
My sincerest thanks,   Lorenzo

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

Must a pilot have a copy of the 
Federal Air Regulations?  The an-
swer is no.  If one has the knowl-
edge of the FARs, there is none that 
dictates owning a hard copy or even 
knowing where to find them on the 
Internet.  But, who can say they can 
comply totally with, for example, 
FAR 91.155 without having the refer-
ence available?

As time is spent in safety semi-
nars hearing about the FAA Wings 
program, we learn that if a pilot 
partakes, it will substitute for a flight 
review (24 calendar months).  There 
are other ways to “by-pass” the re-
view listed in the regs.

Pilots who wish to keep their 
skills extra sharp, especially after 
months of inactivity, may want to 
participate in the Wings program.  It 
can be completed yearly or every two 
to keep up with 61.56.  The regula-
tion accepts “one hour of air training 

and one hour of ground training”.  
The Wings program includes two 
hours in the air. 

Does a pilot have to comply with 
the rule concerning three takeoffs and 
three landings every 90 days?  No…
bet that got some attention…not un-
less he or she wants to fly the aircraft 
with passengers on board.  In another 
article we discussed interpretation 
of the rules.  In certain situations a 
pilot must bring the aircraft to a full 
stop with each landing.  Does that 
apply to a hot air balloon?  One FAA 
representative thought so.What about 
night-time tethered flights?  When IS 
“nighttime”?  How must recent flight 
experience show in your logbook?  
And let us not even get into lights at 
night because it changes…nighttime 
that is and is the subject of a totally 
different discussion.

At the beginning of this column 

the question was asked if all pilots 
should have a copy of the FARs.  
This writer can see no reason for 
NOT having one. However, some pi-
lots do not feel the need to buy a new 
issue each year as the rules that most 
concern aeronauts do not change…
that often.  That becomes the pilot’s 
choice. 

Did you ever notice most FARs 
are odd numbered…61.113, 91.103, 
91.155 and so on?  That is because 
the FAA wants space to add new 
regulations from time to time.    De-
pending on how it is interpreted, it 
may conflict with an existing FAR.  
Isn’t that special?  Research is being 
done.

In any event, in this writer/pi-
lot’s opinion, one can never have too 
much reference material.

Flying season is here, be safe and 
have a happy flight. 
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Koh Murai 
presented Shari 
Gale with the 
Aeronaut of the 
Year Award at 
the April meet-
ing. It came as 
a total surprise. 
The nomina-
tion reads: “It 
is with great 
pleasure I 
nominate Shari 
Gale for WAS 
Aeronaut of the 
Year Award. This past year she has done an 
outstanding job as editor of Aerostats as well 
as supporting club president, Tim Gale, in 
untold many ways. Her enthusiasm for the 
sport of hot air ballooning is evident in every 
phase of her life. She is an amazing ambas-
sador for our sport, which reflects back when 
visiting with sponsors, landowners, fellow 
balloonists, spectators, and friends. All you 
have to do is listen to her and see her lit-up 
face to enjoy the spirit of ballooning that she 
projects. Shari chooses the role of ground 
support instead of piloting—and for that 
she wins great admiration for she does it so 
well.”

Thanks for the vote of confidence. It’s 
nice just to know someone reads this news-
letter! All the other stuff just made me blush.

Shari

Aeronaut of the Year 
Awarded to Shari Gale

The photos to the left were taken by Nick Distefano who 
was crewing for Randy Fuehrer on a recent weekend flight 
over the tulips at the Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm outside of 
Woodburn, Oregon.

Have the urge to talk to yourself? 
Show up at the Salem FBO on a 

Saturday morning in May. You’ll be 
there by yourself since the club voted 

not to hold a meeting in May. 
We will see you out on a launch field 

somewhere this coming month!
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2014 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Checkmate flying over the tulip fields at the Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm. Photo by 

Laura Hancock.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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