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2014 WAS Officers
President Vice President
Tim Gale  Koh Murai

Secretary / Treasurer Community Relations 
Leslie Berning Jim Smith
 

Newsletter Editor  Past President 
Shari Gale  Mark Trujillo

Activities Directors FAA Liaison
Pasha & Justin Luber Mark Trujillo & Jim Smith

WAS President’s Letter

We look forward to seeing everyone at the 

November WAS meeting
Saturday, November 8 at 10:00 AM

Salem Airport FBO (upstairs) 
It’s easy to find. Follow the signs to the Flight Deck Restaurant - it’s right next door.

Another 
year is wind-
ing down. 
The dry days 
of late sum-
mer and early 
fall are over, 
replaced by 
the wet entry 
of fall. We’re 
heading into 
WAS election 
season. 

Leslie Berning, Koh Murai and 
I have filled the elected positions of 
the club for two years, it’s time for 
change. New leadership will help 
bring fresh ideas for the club. Car-
men Blakeley and Dale Justice have 
agreed to head up a nomination 
committee for potential new officers. 
Please contact Dale with nominations 
for the three offices: President, Vice 
President and Secretary / Treasurer. 
I’ll add nominations to my Novem-
ber 8th meeting agenda and elections 
will be held at the Christmas Party 
on December 7th. This is important. 
Without officers the club cannot con-
tinue to function. The job is not hard. 
We only meet six times a year. The 
president comes up with the meeting 
agenda, and it can be as easy as just 
giving people time to talk, or it can 
have an educational component. The 
vice president is there to back up the 
president. The secretary/treasurer 
needs to manage the club funds, but 
other than dues we have no other 
source of income to mess with. The 
expenditures are by necessity fairly 
low. The secretary also takes notes at 
the meeting and submits them to the 
newsletter editor for publication.

Shari has agreed to continue in 
the non-elected position as Newslet-
ter Editor, assuming the new officers 
accept her offer.

Give it some thought. Call Dale 
503.522.8062 or send him an email 
at outerlimits41@aol.com.

It’s Time For New Officers!
Please Step Forward to Keep WAS Alive & Well

Contact the Nominating Committee to Volunteer for 
President, Vice President or Secretary/Treasurer

WAS Needs YOU!
Contact Dale Justice: outerlimits41@aol.com

mailto:outerlimits41@aol.com
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
Willamette Aerostat Society

General Meeting
Saturday, October 11, 2014; 10:00am SLE FAO

In attendance: Tim Gale, President; Leslie Berning, Secretary/
Treasurer; 16 WAS members, and no guests.
 
10:00 a.m.     call to order by Tim G
 
Minutes Approval     
April 2014 General Meeting Minutes were approved unani-
mously as published in May 2014 Aerostats by members pres-
ent.
 
Treasurer’s report – Leslie B
$1,279.33       4/19/14 balance
$1,279.33       balance as of 10/11/2014  deposits from 
  membership dues; debits for State of Oregon  
  fee; bank fee
 
President’s Comments – Tim G
Tim discussed what had happened to his crew member at 
Prosser [also see October 2014 Aerostats] and suggested the 
medical app available for most cell phones. The app is not pass-
word encrypted, so anyone can access your emergency informa-
tion on your phone, including emergency contacts, medications, 
allergies, pre-existing conditions, etc.
 
Preparing in Winter – group discussion
Keep propane tanks full. The fuel helps dampen any impact from 
shifting/moving tanks. Consider the fuel as packing material.
Keep critters out. Keep basket dry.

We also discussed the difficulty in heating an envelope during 
high density altitude flying.
 
Accidents or incidents –
Albuquerque: a pilot had a heart attack during flight; a pilot 
burned a large hole in his envelope; two balloon systems were 
stolen (one recovered).

CA Coast: seems to be pilot error.
At the beginning of our season, Marianne had both her pilot and 
back up lights go out. She reminded us of the importance of car-
rying a hand-held striker.
 
Manufacturing issues – none discussed
 
FAA Issues – none discussed
 

Events and Happenings
Steve Hays called Carmen Blakely this morning from Albu-
querque to say there were over 50 balloons up for over 3 hours 
today.

Ron Grove was honored at the Albuquerque Fiesta with the Ed 
Yost Master Pilot Award for flying 40 years without an accident 
or citation. Ron was one of several who were presented with a 
plaque that day. Ron said he felt honored to be included with 
the group which included record-setters and ballooning pio-
neers. Look for an article and photos in an upcoming Aerostats.

Mark Trujillo is working with the Civil Air Patrol, including a 
ballooning aspect. He will know more next year.
 
Good of the Order
Derek Hancock’s mother passed away. Also Bob Gilmore, Bill 
Dewhurst and Frances Taylor this spring. And Terri Preston Miller 
at the end of the summer. Bob’s daughter flew his balloon at 
Prosser.

In an update to the October 2014 Aerostats article, Checkmate 
is closer to its destination. It left Albuquerque this morning.

Jim Smith is looking to sell all of his balloon equipment. If 
interested in any of Jim’s ballooning equipment, please contact 
Laura Hancock or Mike Layman, who are helping Jim with this 
project. 

Although Jim has retired as Designated Examiner, Mark Trujillo 
is working on becoming a D.E.

WAS Christmas Party will be held at the home of Ron and Sandy 
Grove on Sunday, December 7th. Details will be in upcoming 
Aerostats.
 
Next meeting will be Saturday, November 8th at 10:00 a.m. at 
Salem FAO.
 
11:27 a.m. adjourned

Submitted by
Leslie Berning

2014 WAS Secretary/Treasurer
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On October 4, 2014 the Balloon 
Federation of America presented our 
own Ron Grove with the prestigious 
Ed Yost Master Pilot Award in rec-
ognition of his 40 consecutive years 
of safe balloon flying along with his 
contributions to the overall sport of 
ballooning. Ron and his wife, Sandy 
attended the Albuquerque, New 
Mexico to attend the awards ceremo-
ny. The Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta was going on at the 
same time.

Ron started down his balloon-
ing path in 1973 when he obtained 
his student pilot’s license. His first 
introductory flight occurred in March 
of 1974. By September that year Ron 
had his commercial license. (Back in 
1974 you could receive a commer-
cial rating after only eight hours of 
logged flight time.)

In 1975 Ron started flying com-
mercially out of the Santa Barbara, 
CA area where he and Sandy were 
then living. In 1978 Ron qualified to 

Ron Grove Honored by BFA at Annual Meeting
Congratulations, Ron. It could not have happened to a nicer guy!

have his license changed to “Lighter 
Than Air Free Balloon.” The “limited 
to an airborne heater” language was 
removed. That means Ron had his 
gas balloon license even before he 
rode in a gas balloon. In 1982 Ron 
was the co-pilot of the “Destiny” gas 
balloon as it competed in the Gor-
don Bennett Gas Balloon Race out 
of Fountain Valley, CA, and a few 
months later he was once again the 
co-pilot for the same balloon during 
the McDonnell-Douglas Aero Classic 
Balloon Race in St. Louis, MO. 

Ron has flown a hot air balloon 
twice in Metz, France during the 
“Fraternite 89” and “Fraternite 91” 
events. 

Locally, Ron has always been an 
advocate for ballooning safety and 
has worked hard on landowner rela-
tions in the Willamette Valley. WAS 
named Ron Aeronaut of the Year in 
2011. It seems only appropriate that 
Ron be given national recognition of 
his positive impact on ballooning. 

Sandy Grove held the award while Ron made his 
acceptance speech during the BFA presentation.

Time to Nominate & Vote for the 
2015 WAS Executive Committee

First Step: 

Make a nomination for the WAS Executive Committee    
no later than November 8th. 
Send your nominations via e-mail to: 
Dale Justice at: 
outerlimits41@aol.com

Second step: 

Vote. The ballot will be e-mailed to you on November 20th. Please 
be sure to vote by return e-mail by Friday, December 5th, or 
bring your ballot to the Christmas party. The 2015 Executive 
Committee will be announced at the WAS Christmas party on 
Sunday, December 7th. 

mailto:outerlimits41@aol.com
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Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
Photos by Sandy Grove
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The Walla Walla Balloon Stam-
pede celebrated its 40th anniversary 
last May. It was a wonderful gather-
ing of friends in a community known 
for its balloon friendly atmosphere. 
The only problem was Mother Na-
ture. She did not grant the balloonists 
an atmosphere conducive to flying 
balloons. The only planned event that 
worked was the nightglow. A little 
research showed that only 39% of 
planned flights have been successful 
in Walla Walla over the last 40 years.

The idea of moving the rally to 
the fall when the weather is much 
more likely to be flyable was dis-
cussed. As usual, any change comes 
with challenges. Scott Spencer, the 
new rally organizer, did not want to 
make the wonderful people of Walla 
Walla wait for a full 18 months be-
fore they saw balloons fill their skies. 
Yet the sponsors had already pledged 
their funds for community events in 
the current year. Adding another item 
to the budget wasn’t possible. What 
to do?

Scott called a few of the pi-

lots and said, 
“Would you be 
willing to come 
to Walla Walla 
on your own 
dime for a fall 
test flight ses-
sion?” The Wal-
la Walla Balloon 
Stampede 40½ 
was going to be 
a sneak attack 
without fanfare 
or publicity. 
Scott received a 
lot more posi-
tive responses 
than he’d expected. Even when the 
weather went from “glorious” the 
previous weekend to “possibly aw-
ful” a bunch of pilots from around 
the Pacific Northwest still drove into 
town on Thursday. 

While the ground was wet and 
the skies were cloudy about 15 bal-
loons were still able to launch from 
Howard Tietan Park. In May the 
winds are usually fairly brisk and the 
balloons jet across town towards the 
airport. Not on Friday. Most pilots 
flew for at least an hour and ended 
up landing in various neighbor-
hoods. Even though the locals are 
well versed in ballooning “cans and 
can’ts” they were surprised to see 
balloons landing in vacant lots and 
backyards. No one ended up out at 
the airport.

The rain held off until Friday 
afternoon. There was still hope the 
skies would clear enough for another 
flight on Saturday morning. Sadly, 
that did not happen.

At the pilot briefing Saturday 
morning Scott Spencer cancelled the 
morning flight. He also announced 
the rally will definitely be moved to 
the fall in 2015. Specifically, he is 
targeting the third weekend in Octo-

The Sneak Attack on Walla Walla
Otherwise Known as WWBS 40½
by Shari Gale

ber. Instead of a three day event the 
rally will be expanded to a full five 
days. On Wednesday the day will 
be dedicated to the WWBS founder, 
Bill Lloyd. It will be called “Billy 
Blastvalve Kid’s Day.” Thursday will 
become media day, while Friday will 
be V.I.P. Day. 

The event will make Howard 
Tietan Park its new home. The park 
was used years ago and has proven 
to be a good location. This change 
will mean fewer balloons will be able 
to participate. Scott told the pilots 
assembled for the 40½ edition of the 
Stampede that they would automati-
cally receive an invitation to the 41st. 
Other balloonists will be invited and 
will be accepted on either a first-
come-first-served basis or a lottery 
draw. (Stay tuned to find out exactly 
how things will be handled. It will be 
announced early next year.)

Support for the rally is still strong 
in Walla Walla both from the com-
munity and the sponsors. It looks like 
the Walla Walla Balloon Stampede 
will be around for a long time to 
come.

Sweet Escape, owned by Rorique Toye, of Boise, 
was flown by Tim Gale. Photo by Shari Gale.

Balloons flying over Walla Walla’s fall foliage. Photo by Karina Philips.
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Tim and I heard about the 40½ 
edition of the Walla Walla Balloon 
Stampede and decided with little 
or no discussion that we wanted to 
be involved. We were, of course, 
without an envelope. Our balloon, 
Checkmate, is back at the factory in 
North Carolina getting a total fabric 
replacement. We planned to go and 
just crew for someone else. Instead, 
Scott Spencer sent us an e-mail ask-
ing, “If I can find you an envelope 
would you fly in the Sneak Attack?” 
We, of course, gave him a quick yes. 
Before we knew it he had arranged 
for us to fly Sweet Escape, which is 
owned and operated by Rorique Toye 
of Boise. Rorique is a new pilot, and 
he is, luckily, a very trusting person. 
He turned his “baby” over to us with-
out a second thought. 

Rorique’s mother, Kim, decided 
that Sweet Escape’s envelope paired 
with Checkmate’s basket should be 
called Sweet Mate. The name stuck. 
Tim even remembered to use that 
name when he radioed down to the 
chase crew. 

It was strange to hook up a differ-
ent envelope to Checkmate’s basket, 
but it was exciting as well. Sweet Es-
cape is a very pretty balloon. The fall 
foliage was in its full glory. We had 
lots of great local crew. To top it off 
we had fun passengers, Karina and 
her mother, Stacey. In other words, 

the stage was set to have a wonderful 
time in Walla Walla once again.

Unlike the normal springs winds 
which zoom us over town in a blink 
of an eye, the winds were gentle and 
calm. Tim landed in a huge backyard 
in the middle of town after flying 
for over an hour. Even though the 
landowner was very friendly and the 
manicured lawn was begging for a 
deflation, Tim wanted to keep flying. 
He had barely touched his second 
tank of fuel. (After flying Check-
mate all season that was a “sweet” 
surprise.) After he took off again, 
his not-so-dedicated crew stayed 
behind and toured the grounds. The 
landowner was an antique car buff, 
as were two of our crewmembers. 
He had several antique trucks placed 
around the yard disguised as lawn 
ornaments. He lives in a large house 
on the property, but has two three-
bedroom homes on the land that he 
rents out on weekends to people on 
the wine tasting circuit. The third 
“house” on the property is a huge 
wine keg that has been turned into 
a single bedroom unit. He gave us a 
tour of both the “keg house” and one 
of the regu-
lar houses.

Eventu-
ally, Tim 
called on 
the radio 
to remind 

us that we should be chasing him. 
(“Balloon? What balloon?”) He had 
not traveled that far, but he was ready 
to land. We reluctantly said our good-
byes and headed down the road. As 
we were watching him come in for 
a landing a nice older couple came 
out of their house to ask us to land 
in their property. I had to turn them 
down since the winds were going in 
the opposite direction. The lady said, 

“Well, have him drop down 
a rope and bring him over 
here!” Great idea, but it 
would not work since there 
were power lines between 
the balloon and her yard. It 
was a wonderful reception 
nonetheless, and something 
I would expect in Walla 
Walla. Like I’ve said so 
many times before, Walla 
Walla is a very balloon 
friendly area.

Tim ended up in a 
tiny backyard instead. We 
helped him get across a 
fence into an abandoned 
construction site. The 
weeds were knee deep. It 
was the direct opposite of 

My Personal Take On WWBS 40½
By Shari Gale

Even though this place with its antique lawn 
ornaments was a perfect landing site pilot Tim 
Gale wanted to keep flying Sweet Mate for a little 
longer. Photo by Shari Gale.

“The Keg House” located at Tim’s first landing site. This is what I 
call a unique place to spend a weekend. You can mellow out in style!

The interior of “The Keg House.” Photos by 
Shari Gale. Continued on page 8
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his first landing spot. 
That didn’t matter. We used tarps 

to keep Rorique’s envelope nice and 
clean. I called Rorique as soon as we 
were down to tell him his “baby” was 
being packed away safely, although 
maybe not as neatly as we’d found it 
(we did not get the straps as evenly 
spaced as he would have). 

After the flight and a tailgate 
party, we headed out to breakfast. 
We parked in the downtown area 
right across the street from the local 
newspaper, The Union Bulletin. As 
soon as we stepped out of the truck 
a passerby thanked us for coming to 
town. Then another man started to 
talk to us. It turned out he was the 
publisher of the paper. He was very 
enthusiastic about the sneak attack. 
He told us the paper had been getting 
a lot of calls about the balloons “just 
hanging over town.” Everywhere we 
went people would stop us and say 
thank you. I love getting such posi-

tive feedback.
Since there were no events 

planned for the afternoon or evening 
Tim and I took the opportunity to 
visit one of our long time crewmem-
bers, Lisa McDonald. She is an avid 
collector — everything from old cars, 
to Coke and NASCAR memorabilia, 
to Disney items, and loads of other 
kinds of toys. Knowing she had Coke 
and Disney collections we invited 
Scott and Laurie Spencer along to 
see Lisa’s private museum. She had 
planned to give us rides in her Model 
T, but the weather got in our way. It 
didn’t matter. We had a grand time in 
spite of the rain.

It had been obvious the rain was 
coming. The pilots even started a 
“Rain Pool.” I won! I won a grand 
total of $6.00. Balloonists are such 
big gamblers!

Even though I had predicted the 
time the rain would start, I was still 
hoping it would end in time for us to 
get in one more flight on Saturday 
morning. It didn’t happen. Mother 
Nature once more flexed her muscles. 

My Personal Take On WWBS 40½
Continued from page 7

We woke up to heavy mist and fog. 
After the pilot briefing we handed 

Sweet Escape back to Rorique for 
transport to Boise. We headed out in 
the opposite direction. We expected 
to be driving into a nasty head wind 
and hard rain. Instead we had clear 
blue sky for most of the trip. Then 
we hit Portland. The wind was really 
blowing like crazy. We could not 
even get gas at our favorite station 
since there was a power outage in 
that part of town. Luckily, we had 
enough fuel to get home, but we had 
one more obstacle: The Fremont 
Bridge with a span that is about 800 
feet above river level. Driving a 
trailer that is not fully loaded with a 
strong cross wind was not much fun. 
The Willamette River never looked 
so wide! We took it very slow and 
made it across. The rest of the drive 
home was interesting as well, but at 
least we didn’t have to put up with 
the foul weather for the full 4.5-hour 
drive.

It’s a drive I know we will take 
again. Next time we head out to 
Walla Walla we should be flying 

our own balloon, but I 
will always remember 
the kindness of Rorique 
Toye for trusting us with 
his envelope. We would 
have had fun crewing for 
someone else, but it was 
special to fly his beauti-
ful balloon over one of 
our favorite cities.

 
This is only a small representa-
tion of Lisa’s collection. (She’s 
pictured in the top right photo) 
She has five cars in the main 
garage and many, many more 
elsewhere on the property. She 
has an antique travel trailer that 
she has turned into a rolling 
Coke museum. Her basement is 
full of toys — everything from 
Happy Meal toys, to Barbies, to 
NASCAR toys and lunch boxes, 
to a room full of Disney charac-
ters. We could have easily spent 
the entire weekend at her place 
and not seen all there was to 
see. It was a fun addition to the 
Stampede Sneak Attack weekend. 
Photos by Shari Gale.
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Sneak Attack on Walla Walla

Top photo, left center photo and left lower photo by 
Karina Philips. (She is the person on the left in the photo 
of Sweet Mate above.) All other photos by Shari Gale.



AeroStats November 2014 • Volume 16, Number 11 Page 10

Christmas Party!

Date:   Sunday, December 7th
Time:   2 P.M.
Place:   Ron & Sandy Grove’s Home,
 4723 San Diego Drive NE, Salem, Oregon
Directions: I-5 north to Market Street Exit.  Right on Market.
 Market Street to Lancaster Intersection (middle lane).  
 Left on Lancaster one block to Sunnyview.  Right on Sunnyview past the stop light one 
 block to Brown Road.  Left on Brown Road.
 Continue on Brown Road approx. ½ mile to the San Francisco intersection.  
 Turn right and proceed 2 blocks until it makes a “T” with 47th Street.
 Turn left on 47th Street.  As the street makes a bend to the right, it becomes San Diego Drive.
   4723 is on the left at this bend.

Please bring a dish to share:
 Last name: A-K = Dessert 
 L-N = Salad/Veggie Dish
 O-Z = Main Dish
Come prepared...
 For the awesome holiday sock competition
 and the gift exchange (if you are so inclined). Keep the cost of the gift  
 down. Remember it is a just-for-fun activity. Be ready to be surprised  
 and/or steal your way to a great time!

W
ill

am
et

te
Aerostat

Socie ty
It’s Time For The

See you
on the 

7th!
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JOIN
The Rest of Us

It’s Time To Renew Your WAS Membership 
A Renewal Form Can Be Found At The End Of This Newsletter 

Fill it out. Write out a check. Send them in today. 

Then you’ll be ready for 2015!

The WAS Christmas Party Traditions Explained

Heading to the WAS Christmas 
Party? There is a long standing tra-
diton known as the Gift Exchange. 
You have the option of participat-
ing or not. It’s strictly up to you. 

If you want to participate, bring 
a wrapped present, one per person 
or one per family, with a value of 
around $10.00. After dinner, num-
bers will be given to everyone who 
is participating. One gift = one 
number. The person holding #1 
will pick a wrapped gift. The per-
son holding #2 has the choice of 
taking person #1’s gift or opening 
a new one. If a gift is taken from 
someone that person may take a 
new gift or take a gift from some-

one else. A gift is only allowed to 
be taken three times. After that it 
is “frozen.” Still confused? Don’t 
worry. You won’t be able to break 
the rules. There’s always someone 
around who will catch you if you 
try to take a gift that’s been frozen. 
That’s part of the fun!

The newest tradition is the Fes-
tive Sock Contest. Be prepared to 
sport your best seasonal socks to 
compete against the WAS gang for 
a fun prize. Sparkles, colorful im-
ages, 3-D, or even socks that light 
up are possibles. Let’s see who has 
the most awesome socks of the 
bunch!

See you Sunday, Dec. 7th!

Happy Birthday

Michelle Gouldsmith 11/7
Robert Raper 11/8
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The rains have arrived after a 
long September and October season. 
We’re now hiding under cover to 
avoid wind, rain and worse. I hope 
all survived the gusty winds that 
plowed through the valley on Satur-
day the 25th. 

It’s time to consider some other 
aspects of life as we venture above 
terra firma. Before the first balloon 
flight in 1783 people were uncertain 
if humans could survive above the 
earth. The answer is yes, mostly. The 
altitude we normally deal with offers 
little threat, yet some environments 
and conditions are a bit more prob-
lematic. Flying balloons, we are not 
expected to use a class three medical 
where our medical conditions come 
under scrutiny of a professional. 
When no one is watching, we can 
still find ourselves in trouble from 
effects such as hypoxia and pharma-
ceuticals. 

Hypoxia is low blood oxygen 
levels, low enough to impair our ca-
pabilities and perform complex tasks 
such as piloting an aircraft. We do 

have rules within the regulations for 
required use of supplemental oxygen. 
Most of us don’t play in the conti-
nental control zone of 10,000 ft plus, 
yet the effects can be felt at lower 
elevations in cases where the person 
has a condition that lowers their abil-
ity to oxygenate their blood stream 
as it passes through the lungs. If you 
are in Driggs, Idaho or similar areas 
you’ve moved up to the high alti-
tude neighborhood. You may not be 
required to use oxygen, yet you may 
find yourself somewhat impaired. 
The effects are not always obvious 
and the feeling of light-headedness 
and euphoria may mask the impair-
ment. The effects can also change 
with age. At 25, you may be fine at 
high altitude yet once into the 60’s, 
the negative effects may be more 
pronounced. Hypoxia also builds the 
longer you are exposed. So your ini-
tial assessment may be okay, yet 30 
minutes later, the blood oxygen level 
can drop so your brain isn’t as sharp. 

I mention this as there have been 
two cases this year of un-responsive 

Something To Consider When You Fly
by Tim Gale

pilots in pressurized aircraft with 
failed pressurization systems on 
board. While pressurized airplanes 
have dramatic differences from our 
craft, the effects on the pilot’s body 
from low oxygen are the same. It’s a 
potential flight danger.

On another direction, yet still 
physiological, is over the counter 
drugs. One in particular needs men-
tion: Diphenhydramine, otherwise 
known as Benedryl. It’s normally 
innocuous, yet it is on the FAA watch 
list. One dose will last a few hours as 
an antihistamine, yet the drug is also 
a capable sedative, lasting for days in 
your body. Be aware of the long-term 
effects as your nose may return to 
the stuffy feeling yet you risk flying 
sedated. Add altitude and you now 
have compounded your risks. The 
FAA and AOPA web sites have lists 
of the drugs of concern. If you take 
medication on a regular basis, con-
sider consulting the list. Some are a 
straightforward “not allowed” while 
others are okay after you’ve taken 
them for a period to recognize how 
your body reacts to the dosage. 

Don’t Forget! 
Our next WAS Meeting 
November 8 at 10:00 AM
Salem FBO

See you there!
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2015 WAS Membership 
Application



AeroStats November 2014 • Volume 16, Number 11 Page 14

Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Sweet Mate   — a pairing of Sweet Escape and Checkmate — flying at the Sneak 

Attack on Walla Walla, WA on October 24, 2014. Photo by Scott Spencer.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport
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