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WAS President’s Letter
Here we 

are, near the 
end of a great 
flying sea-
son. Not all 
opportunities 
have been 
successful 
yet those that 
have worked 
out have been 
generally 
grand. Shari 
and I are 

currently without an envelope on the 
property, a condition we’ve not had 
for years, 35 years with a few brief 
exceptions. Why? Well that brings up 
the question, when to let the enve-
lope go. I’ve flown two envelopes 
getting porous with a 50% or more 
increase in fuel use and that persis-
tent sinking behavior. Last weekend, 
dropping to the river, the system was 
not responding well to the burner and 
I had to avoid getting into too much 
of a descent, as Checkmate was not 
as responsive as a few years ago. 
What was once an easily controlled 
pullout from descent had become 
a challenge. In 2012, we replaced 
around 30 panels after checking 
porosity. That effort yielded another 
10 minutes on the first tank of fuel. 
The usage wasn’t as good as new yet 
it was an improvement. This season 
brought back the same porosity is-
sue, just in different panels and a bit 
further down. More fabric replace-
ment didn’t offer the solution. Fuel 
use indicated that the problem was 
not critical, yet the persistent sink-
ing and poor response was a matter 
of concern. Flying was becoming a 
bit more of a chore. It’s like having 
the lift of a 50,000 CF envelope yet 
requiring heat input for a cold 77,000 
CF envelope. Our Checkmate has 
28 years since manufacture and 360 
hours with only modest bag odor. It’s 
the years that have brought the decay 

and the coating was clearly failing 
as observed with the morning sun or 
stadium lights from behind.

What to do? Of course, new is al-
ways an option, then what to do with 
an old pile of stinking fabric without 
a home. Some people will sell the 
old, sinking yet airworthy envelope 
to a novice. That path saddles the 
next guy with your old problem and 
may lead a new pilot into occasional 
trouble. I tried that path in 2001 and 
sold my sinker to a fellow getting 
into ballooning. I clearly told him 
of the situation and the upshot was 
a re-skin performed by a repair shop 
in Chicago. His father in-law ran 
the shop. I know of some other new 
pilots who have had to find a way 
out of the old sinker envelope issue 
and they ran into challenges in the 
process. One solution was to re-skin 
(100% fabric replacement) the old 
envelope themselves and go experi-
mental. Not bad, less money, more 
work and limited options for flight in 
some cases. Then there’s re-skinning 
of some brands (Firefly is one) by 
the factory, a repair station, or other 
facility. This option will cost more 
money, yet the envelope will retain a 

standard type certificate. Aerostar’s 
type certificate prohibits a fabric 
replacement over 65% away from 
the factory. Cameron severely limits 
their fabric yardage sales unless they 
are pre-cut. Head and Custom Nine 
have STC’s for some manufacturers, 
allowing full replacement. Any of 
the re-skin options are good because 
it takes that really tired fabric out of 
service. I also look at the re-skin op-
tion as one where the bones and soul 
of the envelope continue to fly with a 
new pretty face. 

Another approach is re-coating. 
Firefly offered to perform the service 
for a lot less than the fabric replace-
ment. The down side is the fabric 
integrity and limit for the coating. I 
considered it yet after some tear test-
ing I felt that the option would not 
be the best. The final solution would 
have been to quit flying. That is not 
an option I’m ready for. 

All of these thoughts come back 
to the glorious flights and great peo-
ple we enjoy. Checkmate is out for a 
facelift and new identity yet with the 
same people behind her. Our intent 

Continued on page 3
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Don’t Miss The October WAS Meeting
Saturday, October 11, 2014

10:00 AM
Salem FBO, Aerial Way SE  (Upstairs)

A no-host lunch will follow at The Ram, 
so schedule enough time for socializing! 

is to keep up what we’ve enjoyed 
for 35 years yet with an adjustment 
to our outward image. It’s the same 
product, just new packaging. The 
image of Checkmate is one with style 
and distinctiveness that will change; 
yet I’ll be happy to lose all of that 
white fabric and the sinking feeling. 

The WAS meetings are starting 
up again. The first meeting this fall 
will be the second Saturday in Octo-
ber. I hope you will be able to join us 
in Salem.

Gentle breezes and 
good friends

Tim Gale / WAS Prez

President’s Letter
Continued from page 2

Terri Miller’s Celebration of Life
Hosted by Alan Sanderson and Terri’s family

Terri Miller’s Celebration of Life centered around more than just her life. It included her family, her 
friends, story telling, sharing photos and good food. That is just the way she would have wanted it. She 
loved all those things.
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Well it wasn’t exactly what we 
had expected to do, but it was a 
great success for everyone. When 
Alan Sanderson determined that he 
would be unable to attend this year’s 
event, Linda and I decided to keep 
our reservations and attend anyway.  
Thought that it would be a good test 
of what balloon retirement might be 
like…pictures only no gloves re-
quired.

However, that was not to be.  
We received a call from Cricket 
Clark asking if we could possibly 
bring down the High Hopes enve-
lope. Seems that Adrian Held (Heart 
Balloon) from Switzerland had his 
balloon stranded in Europe while he 
was in Reno. Cricket could supply 

a basket and talked Alan into loan-
ing the envelope for the event. We 
evaluated what we were bringing 
down and told Cricket that, yes, we 
could probably fit the envelope in the 
back of the Jeep. Of course it didn’t 
end there as they also needed to have 
banner hangers added to the enve-
lope. So come Monday before we left 
for Reno, we crewed for Alan’s flight 

33rd Great Reno Balloon Race, 2014

review then both of us Alans worked 
the afternoon installing the hangers.  
Very tiring day for us…especially the 
other Alan considering his week.

Despite Cricket and Adrian hop-
ing we could arrive on Wednesday 
(so they could fly media day), we 
kept with our original schedule and 
made it to Reno by lunch on Thurs-
day. Cricket and Adrian were able to 
meet us at the RV park and help to 
unstuff the Jeep and get the envelope 
into the chase truck. Our work here 
was done? No, of course not. Cricket 
had explained to me that Adrian 
had never flown the Fire Fly system 
and asked if I could help make sure 
the system was assembled correctly 
and go over some of the differences 
from his usual system. He seemed 
quite concerned by only having ONE 
burner despite my assurances there 
are really two redundant systems hid-
ing in one assembly. By the end of 
the weekend he did say he liked the 
simplicity of the Fire Fly system, but 
didn’t think he’d want to fly it over 
the Alps.

We were probably crazy but 
decided to get to the field early on 
Friday for the Big Glow Show. It had 
been winded out last year so with 
a great weather forecast we set the 
alarm for way too early and got to 
the field in time for the show. We had 
asked for a crew pass as the payment 
for bringing down the big bag and 
Cricket graciously brought one by 
Thursday evening. I had been wor-
ried that our first morning would be 
a bit crazy with a new system for the 
pilot, the need to attach the sponsor 
banner and the way Alan and I had 

stuffed the envelope on Monday. I 
became doubly concerned when I 
discovered that our launch square 
was down in the middle of the spon-
sor tents and most of the spectators…
we’ve always been up on the hill pre-
viously. The crew that Cricket had re-
cruited was wonderful and although 
it felt a bit like Albuquerque we 
were able to get the banner installed 
and the system assembled without 
much difficulty. Adrian requested 
that Cricket fly with him on the first 
flight in case he had any difficulties 
or questions. The flight went without 
a hitch and Linda and I were able to 
beg out of the chase due to plenty 
of willing crew. I guess you might 
call this semi balloon retirement. We 
finished with Linda’s picture taking 
(about 4:50 this morning) and were 
able to get off the field and back to 
the RV by 9 am! The rest of the day 
was for resting and visiting with a 
friend from Fallon, NV. The Saturday 
alarm was set for somewhat later and 
although we would be missing the 
Dawn Patrol liftoff, we would not 
miss more sleep.

Saturday was another perfect 
morning, cool but not cold and very 
light winds. We arrived as the Dawn 
Patrol was giving the very large 
crowd a very delightful show. We 
got to our launch site to find the pilot 
and crew had arrived earlier than the 
day before and were already at work 
making all the preparations. I’m be-
ginning to enjoy being the trainer and 
pre-flight instructor. The assembly 
went well, but with all the additional 
spectators (and maybe a few more 

Continued on page 5
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balloons) we found ourselves really 
crowded. As we began the cold pack 
it became very clear that the balloon 
was stuck between several balloons 
and a trailer. We got several of the 

crew to hold the balloon off the 
trailer until Adrian was able to stand 
it up.  All was well and soon High 
Hopes was aloft with Adrian and his 
passengers. We packed up the truck 
and sent the crew out to find the 
balloon while Linda and I wandered 
the field taking plenty of pictures.  
Saturday afternoon we went to the 
Stead Airport for a tour of Adrian’s 
hanger where he has engaged Cricket 
to provide hospitality for friends 
while they watch the Reno Air Races 
next weekend. We were able to visit 
and walk around some of the planes 
on the tarmac that were being read-
ied for the races starting early in the 
week. As usual another early night 

for the “old couple” with another 
early morning on Sunday.

I had talked Linda into getting 
to the field in time for the full Dawn 
Patrol show on Sunday by promising 
that she would not have any crew re-
sponsibilities but could use the whole 
morning for taking pictures.  The 
show was great with the six balloons 
staying quite close together for most 
of the presentation. Sunday’s crowds 
were slightly smaller than Satur-
day and by rearranging our launch 
squares a bit we were able to avoid 
being compressed by balloons and 
trailers. Of course, there always has 
to be something and Cricket noticed 
that we hadn’t gotten the balloon 
properly rotated when we pulled it 
out of the bag to check the banner 
connections. It took some doing but 
we finally got #1 gore on the top and 
inflation/standup continued with-
out further ado. The winds seemed 
even lighter today than the rest of 
the weekend even with the forecast 
of increasing winds later in the day.  
Many balloons made it back to the 

field where they continued to provide 
tethered rides to the kids in atten-
dance. Even the Darth Vader balloon 
returned to the field giving rides to 
very excited passengers. Returning 
to the RV we spent the afternoon 
sorting through the 500 pictures (just 
Sunday), burning DVDs for friends, 
passengers and newsletter editors 
and watching the 49ers trouncing the 
Cowboys.

It was a great year at the Balloon 
Races. Perhaps even more fun with 
the limited responsibilities. It was 
especially nice to see some of our old 
balloon friends from our Albuquer-
que trips (Old Woman in the Shoe 
and the Chilis) along with old favor-
ites from past Reno events (Stage 
Coach, Lady Bug, Pencil Boy.) Our 
thanks and congratulations to Ka-
tie Griggs (balloonmeister), City of 
Reno, pilots, crews, volunteers, and 
Mother Nature for providing some of 
the best weather we have seen.

Alan Brandt

All photos by Linda Brandt

Reno,
Continued from page 4



AeroStats October 2014 • Volume 16, Number 10 Page 6

All photos by Linda Brandt

Reno,
Continued from page 5
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Our travels to the Quincy, WA 
rally (September 13-14) started with 
trying to figure out the weather. High 
winds were reported for the gorge 
(I-84). So, Bob and I decided to go 
up I-5 to Hwy 12. First time on this 
highway and it was a beautiful drive. 
Lunch was at the Pantry Café in 
Mossyrock and according to Bob the 
best Reuben sandwich he has ever 
had. I really wanted a hamburger, but 
opted for biscuits and sausage gravy 
(yummy). Paul, our crew person, had 
a hamburger and it was HUGE. The 
drive actually took us about an hour 
longer than the traditional way.

Upon arriving and checking in 
to the motel we were off to the pilot 
check in/dinner/sponsor reception. It 
was out of town at a beautiful farm 
home set on the side of the roll-
ing hills overlooking the valley and 
town. Kim Bacon went all out with 
the dinner. The homeowners were 
very gracious giving tours of their 
new home.

The launch site had been moved 
from east of town to the city park just 
south of the motel (very convenient). 
Saturday morning winds were a bit 
frisky, so the flight was cancelled. 

Bob, Paul and I decided to take 
in the Lions pancake breakfast at the 
high school cafeteria. There was also 
a great quilt show which asked view-
ers to vote on their favorites in three 

categories. One of the neat things 
about the festival is that there is lots 
to do, including many ag business 
and area tours. As we were leav-
ing the school I signed us up for an 
afternoon geology tour. Back to the 
motel for “short” nap and then to the 
parade. Our new trailer is not “parade 
worthy” yet, but we were encour-
aged to participate—so we did. I 
find it amazing 1) the large amount 
of entries 2) the distance the parade 
travels and 3) the number of friendly 
people watching – which includes all 
ages and nationalities. I think more 
people waved at us than we waved at 
them. 

Our geology tour was fantastic 
– although long at about four hours. 
We were loaded on a school bus (no 
air conditioning and no seat belts) 
with a volunteer geologist provid-
ing the educational knowledge. We 
headed west out of town to see a 
recessional waterfall. Because the 
only way to see it was through pri-
vate property, the talented bus driver 
drove through an apple orchard 
(farm), down the dirt lanes (brushing 
trees) and along a huge cliff. After 
viewing this amazing landscape 
everyone picked (stole) apples (so 
good). The rest of the trip included 
the Lower Moses Coulee (I didn’t 
know what a coulee was), Rock 
Island Landslide and basalt rock 
formations.

The evening included Elvis, food 
vendors, the incredible 40+ minutes 
of non-stop fire works (even bet-
ter than years before) and the night 
glow. Absolutely perfect weather 
for the 15 minute glow (tight time 
schedule). All was beautiful – until 
the sprinklers came on and soaked 
Ingrid’s balloon basket and the oc-
cupants! 

Sunday morning we again had 
frisky winds. After many pibals and 
a lengthy pilot discussion we all 
packed up and headed east to a farm-
er’s field near the former launch site. 

In short time balloons were inflated 
and flying (right back towards town). 
Perfect flight taking up my two spon-
sors McKinstry and Central Bean. 

My passenger was also a farmer 
and as we were flying over her potato 
fields I asked if it was a landable 
field since the plants had died down 
and the potato is a root crop (not). 
She said that because it is a contract 
food crop she is required to keep a 
detailed log of anything that happens 
to the field. For example, if a deer 
was to walk across she would have 
to log the date, time and activity. She 
then went on to tell me about each 
and every crop in the valley — as she 
said — it is her business to know.

Thank you Kim and Kent Bacon, 
Jerry Cummins, Quincy Valley Tour-
ism Association, and all the volun-
teers. This really is a great event, 
well-funded, and a beautiful flying 
area.

2014 Quincy Hot Air Balloon Festival
by Marianne LeDoux

Photos by George Comhall
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Our weekend in Prosser will go 
down as a rally we will remember for 
years to come. Before the rally even 
got officially underway memories 
were being created. Friday morning 
while the pilot briefing was being 
held, I was standing around in the 
field talking to our riders, mem-
bers of the Miss Prosser Court. I 
even managed to memorize all their 
names. (Jossey, Hailey, Becca and 
Queen Marissa.) I was set to go. 

Then I turned around and looked at 
our truck. One of our crewmembers 
was flat on the ground with several 
people bending over him. This did 
not look good, so I rushed over. The 
first thing I heard was Jenise Con-
nerly on the phone to  9-1-1. Oh, this 
is not good!

Our fallen crewmember was 

breathing, but it was labored. He 
was talking, but it was obvious he 
was disoriented. That was more “not 
good” news. An off duty EMT ar-
rived first. Another EMT soon fol-
lowed him, and then two ambulances 
arrived, followed by a fire truck. 

Obviously, our plans for the 
morning needed to be altered. Since 
I have total faith in our wonderful 
crew Tim and I decided we’d split 
up. I would go to the hospital with 
our fallen crewmember, and Tim 
would go ahead with the flight.

This experience taught me a 
valuable lesson: Put a health app or 
ICE app on your smart phone. Our 
crewmember had one. I had access 
to a complete list of the medicines 
he was taking, a list of the medicines 
he was allergic to, a list of his medi-
cal issues/diagnosis, and lots more. 
Without that app I would have been 
able to only tell the hospital staff his 
name, what happened on the field 
and very little else. I now have a 
similar app set up on my phone. If 
you have an iPhone the newest oper-
ating system comes with one of those 
applications.

I spent the next three hours in 
the ER. I was very impressed with 
the professionalism and kindness of 
the staff. They took great care of our 
fallen crewmember, of course, but 
they were also very kind to me. At 
one point they came in and told me, 
“The balloons were up and drifting 
towards the hospital.” I went out 
into the parking lot to see for myself. 

I’ll Remember You!

The 25th Annual Great Prosser Balloon Rally
by Shari Gale 

I even took a few photos with my 
phone. Considering they had to come 
out to the entrance to “buzz” me 
through the locked doors, it would 
have been easier for them to just let 
me sit and play games on my phone.

We were not done with surprises 
for the day. Just as I got ready for bed 
Friday night I received a text from 
the Miss Prosser Court’s counselor, 
Kipp Cambell. Her husband was now 
in the hospital. His roommate? Our 
crew member! What are the chances 
that would ever happen? 

Saturday afternoon Tim and I 
went to visit both of them. We origi-
nally had planned to go to lunch with 
Kipp and her husband. Instead we sat 
around in the hospital and had a nice 
long visit. Luckily, the two patients 
got a long very well. A new friend-
ship was formed. 

The second lesson generated 
by this incident came later: Drink 
fluids, plenty of fluids. The reason 
our crewmember did a face plant in 
the field was chronic dehydration. He 
got out of the hospital on Saturday 

Continued on page 9
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afternoon. From that point on he was 
carrying a water bottle. The balloon-
ing community rallied around him 
and several people helped drive him 
and his car back to Oregon. We made 
sure he stayed safe.

OK, now back to the reason we 
were in Prosser: Ballooning! Sat-
urday morning we had a normal 
inflation, normal launch, and normal 
flight. 

Tim landed on the east side of 
town, just across the street from an 
assisted living facility. There were 
several people out on their balconies 
enjoying the show. There was also 
a balloon-eating tree in the field. 
Checkmate was headed right for it. 
Tim dumped out a lot of heat in an 
effort to stop the forward momentum. 
It worked.

Neither of us wanted Check-
mate to be on the injured list. This 
was Checkmate’s last rally: last free 
flight, last nightglow, and last “show-
boat.” We did not want to miss a 
moment.

The nightglow went very well. 
The wind almost completely died 
down right before it was time to 
inflate. Checkmate was one of five 
balloons in the high school football 
stadium. Three of the five were no 
longer airworthy. Mandy Johnson 
was glowing “Captain Fogg,” a bal-
loon from Michigan that won the 
world championship in 1973. Larry 
Simberger was glowing “Kinda 
Ducky,” a balloon Vic and Mandy 
flew years ago. Kong was glowing 
“Columbia,” which was Bill Lloyd’s 
original balloon. The fourth balloon 
was Bob Gilmore’s balloon which 
was there as a tribute to Bob who 
passed away earlier this year. (It was 
a cringe worthy moment when the 
announcer first introduced the bal-
loon. He repeatedly said “Merged 
Assets” belonged to Bill Gilmore, 
and that Bill was his special friend, 
etc. Someone must have run up to 
correct him, because he eventually 
got it right.)

At the end of the glow, the orga-
nizers asked the crowd to cheer for 
their favorite balloon. Checkmate 
was the overwhelming crowd favor-
ite. Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tive Director, Humberto Rodriguez, 
told me Sunday morning that he was 
politely clapping for each balloon. 
His five year old looked at him and 
said, “Quit clapping for that balloon! 
You need to vote for that one.” as he 
pointed to Checkmate. I wonder how 
many other kids influenced the vote 
of their parents. 

I will say that it was an emotional 
moment when the announcer told the 
crowd that this was the last time any 
of them would see Checkmate. I’m 
sure that swayed the crowd to vote 
for us. Hearing the loud cheering and 
clapping almost brought me to tears.

Sunday the winds aloft were 
vigorous enough that the launch field 
was closed. We were able to eas-
ily inflate Checkmate for one last 
time. We set her up and put all of our 
crewmembers in one at a time for 
photo opportunities. The announcer 
kept telling the crowd this was the 
last time they would ever see Check-
mate. We had lots and lots of spec-
tators coming up to us and asking 
questions about why we are retiring 
the envelope. It gave us a good op-
portunity to educate the public on an 
aspect of ballooning that we don’t 

I’ll Remember You
Continued from page 8

usually discuss. (Luckily, the topic 
doesn’t come up very often!) I’m 
glad we have such well-educated and 
gregarious crew. They spent a lot of 
their time talking to the public, while 
I zoomed around taking photos.

Eventually, it was time to take 
Checkmate down for the very last 
time. So what did the organizers do? 
They started to play the song, “I’ll 
Remember You” over the loud speak-
ers. That did bring tears to my eyes. 
It was a wonderful moment.

Now you know why The Great 
Prosser Balloon Rally created so 
many memorable moments for us. 
We went from “Oh No!” to “You’ve 
got to be kidding!” to “Ah, shucks” 
to “Anyone have a tissue?” in one 
weekend.

Photos by Shari Gale
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The 25th Annual Great Prosser Balloon Rally

Bob Gilmore, who suddenly passed 
away last March, was honored dur-
ing the rally. His balloon Merged As-
sets was flown with black streamers. 
The balloon was also featured in the 
Night Glow. Photo by Shari Gale.

Mike Connerly (above) and Jon Tallman (right) did an 
excellent job of getting the young spectators involved 
during morning launches. Photos above and to the 
right by Shari Gale.

Dawne Rushkarski, Seattle, Washington, took 
some dramatic photos from her balloon during 
the weekend. She kindly consented to share 
them. She took the cover photo, plus the two 
above and the two on the right. 
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1.) Checkmate’s final deflation took 
place at The Great Prosser Balloon 
Rally. After pack up we handed the en-
velope to Scott & Laurie Spencer. They 
took her home with them to Boise.

Checkmate is going out in style!
Tim & I made the decision to send Checkmate back to the Firefly factory to have 

a total fabric replacement. In an effort to save a little money we found a way to get 
her to Albuquerque through the kindness of our friends. From there the factory reps 
will take her to North Carolina. The decision to send her on a multi-stop route was the 
catalyst for a fun odyssey. Here’s the story so far:

2.) One of our crew members, Jenise Connerly, 
made a quick sign for Scott and Laurie Spencer’s 
truck.  First two photos by Shari Gale.

3.) Checkmate was housed in the Spencer’s warehouse along 
with Mickey Mouse, the Coke balloon, and a few others. 
Never having the chance to go to a slumber party before, 
Checkmate shamelessly over indulged on the unlimited 
supply of Coke products Scott keeps in the warehouse. Photo 
by Scott Spencer.

4.) Checkmate got kicked out of the warehouse after refus-
ing to clean up after herself. Scott gave her a quick ride 
over to Greg Ashton’s truck. Greg will take her to 
Albuquerque with him. 

5.) In the meantime, Greg and his son, Austin, took Check-
mate and turned her into a couch mate. They all watched 
a football game togehter. They did not let her drink any 
alcohol because she did not have proper ID. Her log books 
are back home with us. Two bottom photos by Greg Ashton.

Plan on dropping in at the 

WAS meeting 
Saturday,
October 11th
10:00 AM
Salem FBO (upstairs)

A no-host lunch follows at The Ram. 
Plan on including time for socializing.
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FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education
You have asked us to notify you when a seminar is scheduled that meets your criteria. The following seminar 
may be of interest to you:

“FREE WEBINAR - Get a Better Preflight Briefing!”
Topic: How to prepare for and receive a better preflight briefing.

On Tuesday, October 21, 2014 at 19:00

Location: ONLINE ONLY--Webinar
Select Number: WP0158153

Description:
In this  60 minute  webinar you will significantly improve the quality of your briefings and your understand-
ing of the information provided to you. You’ll also learn what the briefer needs to know in order to provide 
you exactly what you want and need. Lastly, you will  learn the differences in various forecasts and  what to 
look for to begin to identify hazardous weather conditions. Click here to register.(http://www.fly-rite.com/#!weather-
classes/c7tk ) 
To view further details and registration information for this seminar, click here. (http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/
event_details.aspx?eid=58153 ) 
The sponsor for this seminar is: FAASTeam

The FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) is committed to providing equal access to this meeting/event for all partici-
pants. If you need alternative formats or services because of a disability, please communicate your request as 
soon as possible with the person in the ‘Contact Information’ area of the meeting/event notice. Note that two 
weeks is usually required to arrange services.

The following credit(s) are available for the WINGS/AMT Programs:
Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit  Advanced Flight 1 - 1 Credit  Basic Knowledge 3 - 1 Credit

Click here to view the FAA Wings Help Page:
http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx

Has it been mentioned 
there is a WAS meeting: 
Saturday,October 11th

10:00 AM
Salem FBO (upstairs)?

   There is! 
    See you 
     there!

Happy Birthday!
Koh Murai 10/2
Jim Smith 10/2
Kris Trujillo 10/15
Marilyn Barnhart 10/27
Greg Miller 10/27

http://www.fly-rite.com/#!weather-classes/c7tk
http://www.fly-rite.com/#!weather-classes/c7tk
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=58153
http://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/event_details.aspx?eid=58153
http://www.faasafety.gov/OnlineHelp/Default.aspx?page=/WINGS/pub/default.aspx
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Leslie Berning
P. O. Box 3784
Salem, OR  97302

2015 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff 

reserves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.
Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
 Dawne Rushkarski caught Larry Simberger in Starfire going over the dam in the 

Yakima River during the The Great Prosser Balloon Rally. If you look closely at the 
photo you can see the reflection of Kong’s balloon, Nat, right behind Starfire.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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