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2015 WAS Officers

It’s winter 
and time to 
hope for dry, 
stable and clear 
weather, when-
ever that’ll ar-
rive. One option 
while we wait is 
continuing edu-
cation. There 
will be one 
event in Talent, 

Oregon in March organized by Terri 
Schofield. Unfortunately, it’s full 
with a waiting list. The other alterna-
tives are through the BFA in Reno 
in April. They’ve just announced a 
webinar for the BFA Convention to 
allow remote attendance for the con-
tinuing education portion. Start with 
the bfa.net web site for more infor-
mation. Click on the ‘news’ menu at 
the top of the page to find the latest 

information. The registration is at 
http://bfa.net/seminar/

Gen Sanderson’s “Celebration of 
Life” will be on the 14th, our nor-
mally scheduled off-season meeting 
date. We decided to adapt so our next 
meeting will be the first Saturday of 
February, the seventh. Leslie came 
up with a suggestion: Let’s tailgate 
at the meeting. We checked with the 
FBO and they’re OK with food and 
discrete beverages in their upstairs 
meeting room. Shari polled the mem-
bership via email and nearly all were 
positive on the concept. Sooo, the 
next meeting will be with goodies. 
Bring your best and we’ll all leave 

fed. I look forward to the post non-
flight on the 7th.

On a personal note: Our new 
envelope design will be introduced as 
“Knight N Gale.” Shari was reading 
a book written by my great grand-
mother about my great grandfather 
W.H. Marston. He was a ships cap-
tain in the 19th century and captained 
a clipper ship from San Francisco 
to New York in 1869. Her name: 
“Nightingale’. What a cool coinci-
dence. 

Safe landings,
Tim Gale

Did you know it is time to renew your WAS 
membership? Dues need to be paid by January 
31st to avoid a lapse. If you don’t renew by the 
31st you can’t vote! So, it’s time to get moving on 
this. You can find a membership application on 
page 10 in this newsletter.

Food and Friends. What Could Be Better?
Food & Friends is the theme of the 

February WAS meeting. The date and the location 
have been changed, so be sure to check out 

page 5 for details.
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Present: Tim Gale, President
 Carmen Blakely, Vice President
 Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
 22 members (Note: dues must 
be paid by January 31, 2015, for 
continuity of membership)
 1 guest: Neil White, Salem 
Airport Advisory Committee

1. Call to order at 10:03 a.m. by Tim 
Gale at the Salem FBO. It was noted 
that it was Ron Grove’s birthday.

2. The new officers, Carmen and 
Dale, were introduced.

3. Minutes of the December, 2014 
meeting were approved as printed in 
the January, 2015 newsletter.

4. Treasurer’s report -- Dale, as of 
December 31, 2014
 Checking  $1314.83
      Savings        105.00
      Cash                 7.00
      Total         $1426.83

           Memberships received since 
January 1, 2015 to be deposited -- 
$160.00.

5.  Koh Murai moved, and Carmen 
seconded to support Junior 
Balloonists school with a scholarship 
amount of $500.00, to be split if 
needed between two candidates. 
Discussion followed. Ron noted that 
a previous participant did not show 
further interest following the school. 
That could still happen. Motion 
passed.

6. Accidents, incidents -- one in 
Iowa will be reviewed in the next 
newsletter.

7.  FAA issues -- Unmanned Aerial 
Vehicles (UAV/drones) are under 
study by the FAA. No direct serious 
impact is expected by the balloon 
community. An in-depth discussion 
will be held in the future.
          Also, ADS-B (automatic 
dependent surveillance-broadcast) 
was briefly discussed. It would 
require an electrical system, which 
balloons do not have.

8. Manufacturing, maintenance 
-- Firefly is in the approval process 
for a new manual, which may be 
revision M or N.

9. Open discussion -- BFA 
convention, safety school(s), ground 
school(s).

10. Neil White (guest) was 
introduced. He is working on an air 
show, scheduled for Saturday, June 
13.  Several historical aircraft are 
scheduled to arrive on Friday, June 
12. He was interested in suggestions 
for participation by hot air balloons. 
Tethering and free flights were 
discussed. (Note: The crew school 
for Tigard will be June 20, and will 
not conflict.)

11. Discussion was held as a result of 
a December FAAST program about 
collision avoidance. It is the pilot’s 
responsibility to know all current 
TFR’s (temporary flight restrictions). 

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Saturday, January 10, 2015

Monitoring 121.5 mHz. (VHF) 
can be useful in case of accidental 
intrusions.

12. Marianne LeDoux moved 
that the Aeronaut of the Year and 
Crew Person of the Year awards be 
presented at the annual Christmas 
Party. Nominations for the awards 
must be submitted to the appropriate 
officer by November 1st. If no 
nominations are received by that 
date, then the award(s) are not 
presented for that year. Seconded by 
Bob LeDoux. Discussion was held. 
Motion passed.

13. There are two new envelopes in 
the area. Tim and Shari’s envelope 
has been rebuilt, and is now named 
Knight-N-Gale. Cheryl Isaacs has 
a Lindstrand 90 envelope, which 
has no name yet. If the weather 
cooperates, they both will be inflated 
on February 1, following the annual 
of Padre del Sol.

14. Good of the order -- lunch will be 
at Flight Deck following the meeting 
today.

15. The next meeting will be held 
on February 7, 2015 at the Salem 
FBO, due to a conflict on the second 
Saturday (Gen Sanderson’s service). 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:12 
a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, 

Secretary-Treasurer
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

2015 Membership 
Dues are Due Now
Please continue your support 
of the local ballooning 
community, and preserve your 
voting rights. Renew your WAS 
membership today!

There’s a membership application at 
the end of this newsletter. 

March 6-8
Winthrop Balloon Roundup
Winthrop, WA
http://winthropwashington.com/event/
winthrop-balloon-roundup/?eID=911

March 14, 2015
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Talent, OR
(Full/Waiting List Set Up)

April 16-19
2015 BFA National Convention
Reno, NV
www.bfaconvention.com

June 26-28
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
Cindy Padilla, 503-612-8213

July 2-5
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.
com

July 10
Relay For Life
Centennial Park, Woodburn, OR
Contact: Robert Prinslow
woodburnboy@msn.com

July 24-26
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

August 14-16
Loose Goose Balloon Rally
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock
dayshancock@aol.com

August 21-23
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
541-791-3830
http://nwartandair.org

September 2-6
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information: http://
spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 11-13
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 11-13
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 11-13
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of Comm.
530-233-4434

September 25-27
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: http://www.
prosserballoonrally.org

October 3-11
Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: http://www.
balloonfiesta.com

October 14-18
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com
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“It WAS an absolutely fun 
indoor winter picnic!” 

That’s what people will be saying after they attend the next 
WAS meeting on Saturday, February 7, starting at 10:00 A.M.

The meeting will be held at the Aurora Jet Center, Aurora Airport 
(14357 Keil Rd. NE, Aurora, OR -- directions below)

There will be a short meeting, followed by a  potluck picnic. 
It will be the perfect break from the winter doldrums. 

Everything about the February 
WAS meeting is different this time! 
The date has changed. The location 
has changed. The “after-meeting get-
together” has changed.

Instead of the second Saturday of 
the month the meeting will be held 
on the first Saturday. Put February 
7th on your calendar. 

The location has changed as well. 
Chery Isaacs has arranged for us to 
meet at the Aurora Jet Center. 

Even with those changes, the big-
gest change will be the action after 
the brief general meeting. Instead of 
going out to eat at a nearby restaurant 
it has been decided to have an indoor 
potluck picnic.

Please bring something to share 
with everyone else. 

This time around we should prob-
ably keep it simple. Bring something 

to use to make sandwiches: a tray 
of bread; a platter of meat and/or 
cheese; a pot of pulled pork (there is 
a kitchen available to us); a variety 
of condiments; or a salad. You can 
also opt to bring a dessert. Or keep it 
super simple and bring a big bag of 
chips. The main thing will be to just 
show up and have fun!

Meeting Location Directions

• I-5 going South take exit 282A 
and follow Hubbard Hwy down to 
Keil Rd on the left. Turn there and 
follow around curves to the very first 
parking lot, Red Gate, you will see 
the Jet Center right there. Come in 
the main gate and go toward the back 
of the building to a set of stairs and 
go up to the conference room.

 • I-5 going North take Donald/

There’s Something New Brewing! Aurora exit and turn right at stop 
sign. Follow Ehlen Road all the way 
to Hubbard Hwy and turn left at sig-
nal. Go down to Keil Rd on right and 
turn.  Follow around curves to first 
parking lot, Red Gate.

 • From Newberg take Hwy 
219 toward St. Paul and turn left at 
McKay Rd. It will become Ehlen Rd. 
Follow all the way to Hubbard Hwy 
and turn left at signal. Go to Keil Rd 
and turn right, first parking lot on 
right, Red Gate.

 • From Canby take Hwy 99 
south to Airport Rd just past down-
town Aurora and turn right. Follow 
Airport Rd to Keil Rd and turn left. 
Go all the way down to the Red Gate 
and turn in.

 • From Salem take Hwy 99 
north to Airport Rd and turn left. Go 
to Keil Rd and turn left. Go to Red 
Gate and turn in.

If you get lost call Cheryl Isaacs 
at 971-226-7239.
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FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

During the life of this column, 
numerous Federal Air Regulations 
have been discussed. I still receive 
questions about some of them that 
seem straightforward and under-
standable but are, in fact, confusing 
to some. For this reason, readers may 
see past regulations discussed again.  

If you, pilots, crew members or 
just interested persons, as readers of 
this column, have even the slightest 
question, please do not hesitate to 
ask. The regulation in question may 
not be that vital to safe flight, but 
the information may be important to 
you… and perhaps others. It has been 
said, “The only dumb question is the 
one not asked”.

FAR 91.209 (aircraft lighting) 
has been discussed by balloonists for 
as long as pilots have put their aero-
stats up after sunset. 

Obstruction lights in the area of 
a tether negate the need for “position 
lights” on the balloon. A structure 
higher than the balloon does the 
same. Obstruction lights?  And how 

close do they need to be?  Struc-
ture…man or nature made? These 
questions show how the regulations 
can sometimes be confusing and 
open to interpretation by pilots and 
FAA alike.

How high one tethers is another 
matter. If the balloon is held by 50-
foot ropes, the top of the envelope is 
perhaps 150 feet in the air. If posi-
tion lights are used, where are they?  
They are below the basket. What are 
position lights for? To keep other 
aircraft from running into you! An 
airplane at night is not going to be 
flying 150 feet AGL unless the pilot 
has a death wish. And even if he was 
and the balloon was dark between 
burns, the airplane pilot avoiding 
the position lights could easily wrap 
multiple yards of fabric around his 
slipping-the-surly-bonds-of-earth-
machine.

Often, the enforcement of the 
rule, as written, depends upon the 
FAA representative watching the 
tether. Different people see situa-

tions in different ways. In more cases 
than not, a pilot carrying passengers 
on the tether, is going to run amuck 
of 61.57(b), night currency require-
ments. Even though he/she is not 
planning to leave the tether site, they 
have departed the confines of Mother 
Earth and lines have been known to 
come loose… a scary thought for a 
night tether.

Some of the questions this writer 
hears are asked as if regulations 
were the subject, when in fact the 
information is actually found in the 
Aeronautical Information Manual.  
Perhaps the name of this column 
should be AIM high-FAR out.

Be that as it may,you may have 
the same question as someone else. 
Be it about regulations or informa-
tion, radio frequencies or mainte-
nance, turbulence or requirements, 
you will do both a favor by asking... 
the question. This column is for you, 
the reader, to make use of for your 
knowledge and understanding.

SAFE FLYING!!

A few days ago Tim and Shari 
and I started talking about them 
bringing their new balloon Knight 
N Gale to sunny Central Oregon, 
namely to Prineville, for the first 
flight, and we planned it for New 
Year’s Day 2015. All the plans were 

made, crew arranged for and the 
weather was looking very favorable 
for a winter flight.

On Monday three days before 
New Years, it snowed about 8 inches 
in Central Oregon, and looked like 
it might pose a problem. Not to be a 
problem though, the sun came out on 
Tuesday and was forecast to be cold 
and clear through Jan 3rd, with light 
winds from the ESE. This all meant a 
great opportunity for a winter flight.

We are all set, and I get a text 
from Shari and then a phone call 
from Tim on New Year’s Eve. Tim 
has the makings of a bad cold and 
can’t shake it and had to cancel on 

coming over for the New Years Day 
flight. Everyone is bummed, been 
looking for and planning this flight 
for several days.

Well, since I already had crew I 
decided to go ahead and fly. What a 
beautiful morning. There were still 
three inches of snow on the ground, 
except all the roads were totally 
clear, and the temp was a balmy 4 
degrees at lift off. We flew over the 
city of Prineville, all snowy like a 
beautiful Christmas card. After 45 
minutes we landed in a parking lot 
on the edge of town. A pack up in 
the snow, and then off to have Hot 
Chocolate for all the crew.

It was a great way to start the 
New Year, beautiful morning, crisp 
cold and clear. 
Happy New Year everyone

Greg

New Year’s Day Flight
by Greg Miller
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As you know (it seems like the 
whole world knows) I encountered 
power lines on an evening flight into 
the National Balloon Classic field 
during this year’s event. Following 
is an accounting of the incident that 
was submitted to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration local office the 
day after the event.

7/30/2014

Des Moines FSDO 
3753 SE Convenience RD
Ankeny, IA 50025

Att:  Rachael Carlstrom

Following are the circumstances 
regarding the balloon incident that 
occurred at the National Balloon 
Classic last evening. There were no 
injuries to the pilot or passenger, no 
damage to the balloon or property 
damage as a result of this incident. 
This was an evening flight and the 
task called was a fly in to the Classic 
Field east of Indianola, Iowa. I vol-
unteered to take a sponsor ride for a 
ride on the flight. The passenger was 
Tammy Clairborne.

I chose to launch in an open 
space in a residential area just west 
of N 9th Street just north of Madison 
Avenue in Indianola. After brief-
ing my passenger on the flight and 
landing procedures and inflating the 
balloon, the takeoff was initiated at 
about 7:15 pm. In order to find wind 
current that would take me to the 
field, I immediately climbed to about 
2,000 AGL. At about 20 minutes into 
the flight, I determined that my flight 
path would not take me to the scoring 
area at the balloon field and I started 
to descend to possible landing sites 
east and south of the balloon field. 
I increased the descent rate to about 
800 fpm to get into wind current 

that would take me to several land-
ing fields. At that time, I radioed my 
retrieve crew to direct them to the 
area of the potential landings. I then 
added heat to the balloon to decrease 
my rate of descent. After descending 
into a different wind current, I again 
radioed my crew and directed them 
to a more suitable location for land-
ing east of the balloon field. I then 
activated my burner to add heat to 
the balloon and to further decrease 
my rate of descent. At that time I was 
at about 200 feet AGL and immedi-
ately recognized the fact that I could 
not clear the power lines on the west 
side of 150th Avenue which is along 
the west side of the balloon field and 
parking area.

I immediately advised my pas-
senger that we were going to land 
and that it would be a hard landing.  
As I approached the power lines at 
about 50 feet AGL I activated the 
balloon valve line to land. The bal-
loon basket made contact with the 
ground and even with the top fully 
open the forward momentum carried 
the envelope into the power lines.  
The basket remained in contact with 
the ground from the initial landing 
to the power line contact.  I immedi-
ately advised my passenger to stay in 
the basket and advised my crew who 
had witnessed the event and were im-
mediately at the scene to stay away 
from the balloon and to keep other 
people away. The electric current 
interrupter for the power lines went 
off two times. At no time was there 
any current in the basket although 
each time the interrupter came back 
on there were sparks visible.

Fire crews and ambulance that 
were on site at the Classic Field and 
were immediately at the scene along 
with police vehicles who closed the 
road and kept everyone away from 
the balloon. A call was made to the 

Indianola Municipal Power Utility.  
The utility crew arrived shortly after 
and was able to determine that there 
was no current in the power lines.    
At that time my passenger and I, who 
were uninjured, were able to leave 
the basket while the power crew 
removed the balloon envelope from 
the line. After the balloon envelope 
was free, each gore of the envelope 
was inspected and there was no dam-
age. The incident was reported by the 
event director, Bill Clemons, to FAA 
representative Mike Heemon later 
that evening and I was advised to 
call him the next morning. After the 
Wednesday morning flight, which I 
participated in, I left a message with 
Mike.

 Respectfully submitted, 

James A Thompson
5622 Francis Ave
Des Moines, IA 50310

Commercial Pilot :
Lighter than Air Free 

Balloon:  XIII Limitations
Most recent Certificate No.: 
XXXXXX8136
Date of Issue – 19 December 2006

Pilot Information
Original License:  1979
Hours: 1,051 
Flight Review: 5/31/14

Balloon Information   
Manufacturer:  Balloon Works
Model:  FF7B-15
Registration Number: N7090T
Date of Manufacture: 3/25/99
Hours of Operation: 323.75 
Annual Inspection: 5/9/14  

The article below ran in the November/December 2014 edition of Touch and Go, Balloons Over Iowa, newsletter. The first section is a reprint of the letter 
written to the local FSDO. Following the letter is a break down of the incident by the pilot in command, Jim Thompson. It has been reprinted here by permis-
sion of the newsletter editor, Allan Keller, and the author. My thanks go out to them both for facilitating this educational article and allowing me to share it 
in this newsletter.  Shari Gale, WAS AeroStats editor. 

2014 National Balloon Classic – Distractions can be DISASTROUS
By Jim Thompson / Reprinted by permission from Touch and Go newsletter

Continued on page 7
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The morning of August 30th I 
received a call from Rachael Carl-
strom. She asked to meet with me.  
We arranged to meet that afternoon 
in the Race Director’s office at the 
Classic pilot compound. It was 
indicated that, because of the media 
coverage, an investigation of the 
event by the FAA was necessary.  
The above report answered most of 
Carlstrom’s questions. Because there 
were no injuries to the pilot or pas-
senger, no damage to the balloon or 
property damage as a result of this 
event, it should be classified as an 
incident under FAA regulations. 

Looking back at the incident, 
there are several points that I would 
like to make.

• First and foremost, I should not 
have been in the situation that I 
found myself in prior to striking 
the power lines. As one of the news 
agency reported, the cause was pilot 
error. Although it is sometimes hard 
for anyone to admit to a mistake this 
incident was, without a doubt, pilot 
error.

What led up to the pilot error? 

• I had only flown two flights this 
year prior to the Classic. The first 
was my annual check ride and the 
second was the Classic publicity 
flight over the City of Des Moines. 

My flying 
skills were 
rusty.
Because 
generally I 
am compet-
ing, most of 
my flights 
are solo. I 
had a pas-
senger and 
the addi-
tional weight 
and ambient 

temperature led to a lack of judgment 
on how fast I could recover the bal-
loon when in a fast decent.

• Very seldom do I call my crew on 
the radio during a flight. One excep-
tion is to report when I change fuel 
tanks. This is an excellent way to 
assure fuel management. If I don’t 
call in about one half hour after take-
off, Connie, my crew chief, calls to 
remind me to check my fuel. During 
this flight, I distracted myself by call-
ing Connie twice during the descent. 
The time talking about potential 
landing sites would have been better 
used flying the balloon. I relate this 
to talking on a cell phone or texting 
when driving.  Unnecessary conver-
sations should not take place.

What went right?

• Prior to takeoff, I briefed my pas-
senger on the proper landing tech-
nique. I did this even though, with 
the light wind conditions, I did not 
expect a high wind landing.

• We have all been taught about the 
ballooning saying, “When in doubt – 
rip out.”   This axiom was followed 
in this situation. At about 200 foot al-
titude I recognized the fact that I was 
still descending and was not going 
to recover prior to the power lines. I 
told my passenger that we were go-
ing to land, that it was going to be a 
hard landing, to bend her knees and 

hold on. At about 50 foot altitude, I 
ripped out and almost immediately 
hit the ground. I have often said that 
student pilots should be taken to an 
altitude of 50 foot on tether and rip 
out the deflation panel. This would 
teach them that this action, although 
leading to a hard landing, would not 
kill them.  At some time in their bal-
looning career they will be required 
to use this technique.

• After the initial ground contact, 
the forward momentum of the bal-
loon carried the envelope into the 
power lines. The basket was in an 
upright position on the ground and 
the envelope was draped over the 
lines. I immediately calmed my pas-
senger by telling her that we would 
be alright but we had to remain in 
the basket. My retrieval crew was 
first on the scene. Connie, who has 
attended many safety seminars, was 
aware of what to do in this type of 
situation. She stayed away from the 
envelope and basket and kept by-
standers away until the fire depart-
ment crews arrived. I expected that 

2014 National Balloon Classic
continued from page 7

Shazam III where it should be (right), and Shazam III where it shouldn’t be.
Photos by Diane Woodruff Rosco. 

Marianne LeDoux 2/1
Jason Fast 2/6
Cheryl Isaacs 2/19
Nanci Murai 2/21

Happy 
Birthday!

Continued on page 9
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Thank you to Dale Justice, 
Pasha Luber, and Jim Churchill 
for proofreading this newsletter. 

Their help is 
greatly appreciated!

the transmission line circuit breaker 
was activated but would try to reset a 
couple of times. The breaker did re-
set several times at which time there 
were sparks from the transmission 
lines.  Not knowing for sure that the 
power lines were dead, we remained 
in the basket until the power compa-
ny crew arrived and tested the lines. 
When they assured me that the power 
was off, we exited the basket.

• Several balloon pilots, includ-
ing my son Jon; Event Director Bill 
Clemons; and Indianola Fire Chief, 
Brian Seymour arrived at the scene 
prior to the removal of the envelope 
from the lines and unhooked the 
basket from the envelope. The power 
crew was able to pull the envelope 
over the lines without a problem. We 
then did a gore by gore inspection of 
the envelope and were all surprised 
that there was no damage.

The aftermath

• I talked with my passenger and 
her husband after we had packed up 
the balloon. Although I know she 
was nervous during the landing and 

the time we spent in the basket, she 
indicated that she would fly again.  
I talked with her the next evening 
when her husband was going to be a 
passenger on a flight. Neither of them 
indicated any concerns about flying 
again.

• In any situation like this the press 
is going to be on top of it. As we 
were leaving the site of the incident 
two Des Moines TV crews arrived 
but not wanting to talk with them, 
we continued to the propane line.  
There were stories of the incident on 
the 10:00 news. Of course the next 
morning, there was an article with a 
picture in the Des Moines Register. 
The next day local TV stations made 
contact with Bill Clemons for stories 
and asked him to have me call them.  
Only one station, KCCI Channel 8,  
returned to the field that evening to 
follow up and ask me for an inter-
view. During my tenure as the City of 
Des Moines Traffic and Transporta-
tion Director I had many experiences 
with the press. KCCI always treated 
me fairly so I agreed to the interview.

• Although I did not see the KCCI 
news that night, comments received 
from many that viewed the story said 
it was done well with no sensational-

2014 National Balloon Classic
continued from page 8

ism. I attribute that to Bill Clemons 
and how he handled his discussions 
with the press and his interview with 
KCCI.

• The morning following the inci-
dent, a three part task was called. I 
was determined to get back in the air.  
I asked my granddaughter, Hailey, if 
she would fly with me. She had been 
a passenger on several of the earlier 
competition flights. She did not hesi-
tate in responding yes. That gave me 
some comfort. The flight went well 
with a good landing, although my 
thoughts were not on the competi-
tion.

• I certainly appreciated all the 
thoughts, prayers and comments of 
the balloon pilots and other friends 
during and after the incident. I know 
how lucky I was and only hope that 
other pilots will learn from this expe-
rience.

 
This was my last Classic as pilot 

in command. This fact was made 
known to a number of people prior to 
the beginning of the event. The deci-
sion was not a result of my incident.  
I made the decision a long time ago 
that this would be my last year of 
active flying. On my last flight on 
Saturday evening, I was privileged to 
have Jon’s son, Austin, as a passen-
ger.  Austin (15) is actively pursu-
ing his training and will be a third 
generation Thompson pilot. There 
is a friendly competition between 
Austin and our oldest grandson Tyler 
as to who will be the first to get their 
license. It is my hope that at least one 
of them will have sufficient pilot in 
command time to fly at the Classic 
next year. Connie and I will serve as 
their crew. There has been a Thomp-
son flying at the Indianola event 
every year except one since 1977.

Show your love for 
ballooning

Join WAS today
Find an application

on page 11
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A Walk Down Memory Lane

This photo was taken in Boise in 1994 at the Boise River Festival. The 
balloon in the foreground is the original Sew Happy. It was built by 
Marianne and Bob LeDoux. They’ve made many more balloons since then.

In 1994, during the 
Portland Rose Festival 

rally, Bob Blunk took up a 
cameraman from a local 

television station. Just look 
at the equipment they had 
to carry with them! What 

would the cameraman have 
thought if he looked into 

the future to see a GoPro 
camera operated wirelessly 

via an iPad?

There was a clear shot of the mountains in behind Jeff Kessinich back in 
1995 during the Collage of Culture rally in Madras, Oregon.

Back in 1995 the Albany 
event was called the Great 
Albany Balloon Escape. In 
this photo you can see Bill 
Lloyd flying Myria, with 
Dave Stewart flying Outer 
Limits (now owned by Dale 
Justice). That’s Rod Pur-
dum in Homer just about 
to touch the Willamette 
River. Steve Peters in Star 
Light is behind Tim Gale 
in Second Wind. To get this 
photo I stopped the chase 
van in the outside lane in 
the middle of the Albany/
Corvallis bridge. In no 
time at all there were five 
or six other cars stopped 
and their drivers were out 
taking photographs, too.

This is a mystery photo. It was in a file on my hard drive. The file is labeled 
“Harry Wilcox.” That’s Harry’s balloon, Lord’s Magic, on the left. I have 
no idea who was in the balloon next to him. From the terrain, I’d guess this 
photo was taken in Boise. You can see the distinctive foothills in the back-
ground. It was probably taken at the long, gone Boise event that was held out 
at the fair grounds in Garden City. Year? Some time in the 1980’s. How this 
photo came into my possession? That’s the real mystery!

Thanks to Mother Nature there haven’t been many photo opportunities this 
month, so I decided to share some photos hiding in my photo albums or on my 
hard drive.  — Shari Gale, editor
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2015 WAS Membership 
Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
The photo was taken during the lift off at the Loose Goose Rally last August.

Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


