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2015 WAS Officers

Whoopee, 
another year is 
in front of us. 

A big thank 
you goes out to 
Sandy & Ron 
Grove for their 
hospitality for 
our Christmas 
party. Thank 
you to Koh 
and Leslie for 

covering the Vice President and 
Secretary Treasurer positions in 2013 
& 2014. And another thank you goes 
to Carmen Blakeley and Dale Justice 
for accepting the Vice President and 
Secretary Treasurer positions for 
2015. And finally, a big thank you to 
Shari Gale for her continued support 
and production of “AeroStats” our 
club newsletter and general commu-
nication conduit. It’s a class act.

This winter, our meetings will be 
on the second Saturday of the month 
in the Salem FBO where they have 
graciously let us use their rooms. 

Writing at the end of the year, I 
need to recognize several people that 
have passed from our midst. First 
Bob Gilmore of Quincy, WA passed 
suddenly last January. In March Bill 
Dewhurst, Bend, OR, lost his battle 
with cancer; then Bill Lloyd, one of 
the founding members of the Pacific 
Northwest ballooning community, 
died in May. All too soon, Terri Mill-
er of Albany lost her battle with lung 
cancer at the end of August; then 
Chris Stonehocker of Boise suddenly 
passed away in November; and Gen 
Sanderson of Albany lost her battle 
with cancer in early December (see a 
tribute to Gen on pages 5 and 6). All 
will be missed.  

There is a big deal brewing in 
Reno this year: The BFA Convention 
in April. It has an education compo-
nent that will serve as a continuing 

education seminar. Reno will also 
have a Junior Balloonist Training 
Camp in the summer. WAS made 
a contribution to this program last 
time. Are we willing to offer a schol-
arship this time for a youth interested 
in ballooning? It’s a way of paying 
forward to the next generation of bal-
loonists. 

There is also a safety seminar in 
Talent in southern Oregon on March 
14th produced by Terri Schofield. It 
has limited space, so send in a check 
to Terri soon if you want a seat. We 
filled the hall last year.

We’re into winter flying with 
cold and some nice still inversions. 
Last winter, I shared basket space 
with Koh in Yamhill and went a lot 
of nowhere. The soil was just soften-
ing at noon. Between the two of us, 
we put on over three hours on Koh’s 
balloon, Ferenze, with plenty of fuel 
left. 

I look forward to seeing you at 
the January 10th meeting in Salem. 

Tim Gale
WAS President

New Year’s R
esolutions

1. Renew WAS Membership

2. Go to the 
WAS meetings

3. Eat more veggi
es
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

In attendance: Tim Gale, President; Leslie Bern-
ing, Secretary, Treasurer; 18 WAS members, and five 
guests.
 
3:25    call to order by Tim G
 
Minutes Approval     November 2014 General 
Meeting Minutes were approved unanimously as 
published in December 2014 Aerostats, and as 
distributed at today’s meeting by members present.
 
Treasurer’s report – Leslie B
$1,279.33      balance as of 11/8/2014
$1,348.27      balance as of 12/7/2014    membership 
deposits
debits: Christmas Party
 
WAS Elections
The voting results for the 2015 WAS officer positions 
are President: Tim Gale
Vice President: Carmen Blakely
Secretary/Treasurer: Dale Justice
 
Aeronaut of the Year and Crew Member of the Year 
Awards
Aeronaut of the Year: Carmen Blakely
Crew Members of the Year: Jeanine and Tom O’Brien
 
WAS Membership
Please remember to renew your membership before 
the end of January.
 
Events and Happenings
WAS Christmas Party – A very big thanks to Ron and 
Sandy Grove for hosting the 2014 party. The seasonal 
sock competition winner was Leslie Berning.
 
Accidents and Incidents, Manufacturing issues, FAA 
Issues – none discussed.
 

Good of the Order
Chris Stonehecker of Boise Idaho passed away. See 
the December AeroStats.
Gen Sanderson is in very poor health.
Safety Seminars: Cory Miller is not organizing one in 
the Salem area this year. Terri Schofield is organizing 
one in early March in Talent, Oregon. The number 
of attendees is limited. Send a check to Terri to hold 
your place. (Her address is listed on page 4.)
The BFA Convention in April in Reno, Nevada will 
also include a safety seminar. Contact Katie Griggs 
for more information.
 
Next meeting: 10:00 a.m. Saturday, January 10, 2015 
@ SLE FAO
 
4:10 p.m. adjourned

Submitted by 
Leslie Berning,

Secretary/Treasurer

General Meeting
 Sunday December 7, 2014

Don’t just sit around watching the rain fall!
You can create a bright spot in your day...

come to the next WAS meeting!
January 10, 2015, 10:00 AM

Salem FBO, upstairs meeting room
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Happy NewYear!
May your year be filled 

with flyable  weekends,

easily accessible fields, 

and happy landowners!

Local Safety Seminar
There’s only one safety seminar in the state this year! 

The Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar will be held at the 
Jackson County District 5 Fire House in Talent, Oregon 
on March 14, 2015. The cost is $45.00. 

You will need to register and pay in advance to hold a 
spot. There is limited seating at the fire house conference 
room. The seminar will fill up fast, so don’t procrastinate.

Send your payment to:
 Terri M. Schofield
 1037 S. 40th Place
 Springfield, OR 97478

Plan to be at the fire house door at 7:30 A.M. on 
March 14th. The seminar will begin promptly at 8:00 
A.M.

See you there!

Start Thinking About Flying!
Are you itching to fly with other balloons? Then head 

to Winthrop, Washington on March 6-8, 2015 for the 
Winthrop Balloon Roundup. The setting is the beautiful 
Methow Valley with the Northern Cascade mountains as 
the back drop. For 18 years this rally has offered balloon-
ists and spectators a photographic paradise. (Yes, a little 
chillier than a tropical paradise, but visually it can’t be 
beat.)

The balloons are scheduled to launch at 7:00 A.M. 
at the Winthrop Inn on Hwy. 20 just south of the town. 
There will be three morning launches and a “Nighttime 
Balloon Glow” on Saturday, March 7th at 6:00 P.M. right 
on the streets of downtown Winthrop. 

For more information go to:  
http://www.winthropwashington.com/event/winthrop-

balloon-roundup/

2015 Balloon Federation of 
America National Convention
April 16-19, 2015 in Reno, Nevada

The BFA Convention, “Spirit of the West” will be 
held at the Silver Legacy Resort & Casino in Reno, Ne-
vada. This is the first time in years the convention will be 
held on the West Coast. You won’t want to miss it.

Katie Griggs and the Convention Committee have 
created a wonderful schedule of events. The keynote 
speaker will be Dick Rutan. He made history in Decem-
ber 1986 when he completed a nine day, three minute 
and forty-four second non-stop and non-refueled flight 
around the world in the Rutan Model 76 Voyager. In 1995 
Rutan obtained his balloon pilot’s license. In 1998 he 
attemped to make the first-ever flight around the world in 
a balloon, the Global Hilton. The attempt ended suddenly 
when the hot air/helium balloon suffered a tear in the 
fabric. Rutan had to do an emergency parachute jump. 
Rutan’s keynote address promises to be spellbinding.

There is also a safety seminar attached to the confer-
ence. If you can’t get into the Oregon seminar this is a 
good alternative.

To find out more about the convention go to: 
www.bfaconvention.com. 

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond
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Gen Sanderson
Gen lost her battle her long time battle with lung cancer on December 7th. It was just two days past her 

86th birthday. The photos below were taken by Linda Brandt over the years.

Here’s Gen with her husband, Alan. They were married for over 41 years. They created a 
lot of good memories together.

Gen’s son, Barry Reid, sat with his mom day after day and helped look after her during 
the closing months of her illness. You would have a hard time finding a more dedicated 
son. 

Here’s Gen with her trusted companion, Max. He 
was by her side almost constantly. He gave her great 
comfort.

Photo at left: Gen and Bill Dewhurst together at The 
Great Reno Balloon Race in 2006. Bill, also, lost a 
battle with cancer this year.

Photo above: Gen with Alan Brandt. Please read 
Alan’s heart felt tribute to Gen on the following page.
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I first met Gen in the mid 70’s 
when we both worked at the same 
computer company in Cupertino, 
California.  This was way before bal-
loons and even before my daughter 
was born.  Gen had software respon-
sibility for an on-line program that 
my department used extensively.  
We had many fun conversions about 
bugs, enhancements, fixes, etc.  I met 
Alan at this time when we got invited 
to a celebration dinner at their condo 
for about 30 folks from around the 
valley.

We lost touch for nearly 10 years 
when I changed jobs and moved 
out of the area.  When I returned 
to Silicon Valley in the mid 80’s a 
close friend invited me to join him at 
his company (HP) picnic.  Earl was 
the picnic chairman for his division 
and could get away with “stuff.”  I 
discovered that Alan was an HP em-
ployee at the same division so we got 
a chance to catch up.  These catch up 
sessions continued on and off when-
ever I was able to get an invitation.

In 1995 with our picnic invita-
tion in hand we arrived to discover 
that the picnic theme was “balloons” 
and even more surprising was that 
Alan and Gen had one (Mariposa) of 
their own and would be one of the 
balloons providing free tether rides 
to the assembled masses.  We knew 
nothing about hot air balloons even 
though I grew up in Napa as the year 
I graduated from high school there 
were 23 of them in the world.

So, on with the story:  I got my 
free ride from Alan while Linda and 
my daughter picked another balloon.  
I hung around to help where I could 
not knowing what to do or when 
to do it.  That afternoon was spent 
learning more about the balloons.

It was more than a year later 
when we got a call from Alan asking 
if we would like to go on a “real” 
balloon ride that weekend.  I know 
I’ve told the story a gazillion times, 
but, yes we did go and although we 
didn’t get on field tailgate brunch, 
we did go out to a restaurant with 

a champagne buffet and after a few 
toasts we were hooked.

We began spending a lot more 
time with Gen and Alan as we got 
calls to help crew, learn about inspec-
tions or just join in an impromptu 
celebration.  We quickly became 
spoiled (maybe addicted) to the 
wonderful tailgate spreads that Gen 
(Crew Chef) and her close friend 
Peggy Emerson (Co-Crew Chef) 
provided for every occasion.  Clark, 
Peggy’s husband, was Alan’s original 
Crew Chief and good friend.

As we become more involved in 
the ballooning we couldn’t help to 
notice Gen’s nearly absolute giddi-
ness around anything ballooning.  
We joined them at the Albuquerque 
Festival four years and began attend-
ing as many events with them that we 
could.

We were able to convince Alan 
(through Gen) that they needed to 
join us on some of our non-balloon 
trips.  While still in California 
we usually spent New Year’s Eve 
camped on Pismo Beach playing on 
the dunes with some dune buggies 
and 4 WDs.  Gen said she missed the 
beach at New Year’s from her early 
days in Florida so she talked Alan 
into bringing down the trailer to join 
us.  We enjoyed packing her into one 
the vehicles and giving her a couple 
of good scares (and screams) flying 
around the dunes.

It was during this time that Gen 
began to encounter some health 
issues.  There was a serious bout 
with pneumonia that got her to quit 
smoking and a nasty battle with 
shingles that affected her inner ear 
(and balance.)  She also had a bad 
fall that caused some pressure on the 
brain which was relieved by drilling 
a hole in her skull.  She was so proud 
of that hole.  She wanted everyone to 
feel it as she was healing.

When we decided to relocate 
to Oregon we promised Gen that 
we would still be coming to all the 
rallies we could.  It was really their 
fault that we considered the move as 

they introduced us to Albany via the 
balloon event in 2001 (we bought the 
house in 2002.)  Linda and I were 
both thrilled when Alan and Gen 
came to stay with us while looking 
for a house (and shop) in Oregon.

Certainly as the years wore on 
here in Oregon, Gen’s health was 
failing and she was fighting her own 
personal demons.  She could be 
quite a handful at times, but she was 
always friendly and smiling when 
we (well, mostly Linda) would be 
around.  She absolutely loved all 
her photographs and looked for-
ward to our return from a balloon 
event (or any trip) so she could see 
the pictures.  However, pictures to 
Gen were ONLY one thing…real 
printed pictures.  Showing pictures 
on a screen, no matter how big was 
NOT acceptable.  Linda would select 
her favorites and make a Costco run 
to print them for Gen.  She would 
always smile and enjoy the pictures 
over and over.

I am sure that my great balloon 
enthusiasm comes directly from Gen.  
She made it fun (and fattening) for us 
from the start and we will miss her 
greatly.  

Now if Father O’Really will for-
give me some plagiarism:

May the winds welcome you with 
softness

May the sun bless you with his warm 
hands

May you fly so high and so well
That God will join you in your 

laughter
And let you float gently above the 

clouds
Forever and ever

Gentle Breezes, Gen Sanderson, 
Gentle Breezes.

Alan Brandt

Gen Sanderson, A friend for so many years
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‘Tis The Year 2015
It Is Time To Renew Your
WAS Membership
You will find a new membership application
at the end of this newsletter. Fill out the 
form and mail it to:
 Willamette Aerostat Society
 c/o Dale Justice
 2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
 Newberg, OR  97132

Introducing Aeronaut of the Year

Carmen Blakely!

WAS President, Tim Gale, congratulated Carmen Blakely on winning the 
Aeronaut of the Year for 2014. The announcement was made at the WAS 
Christmas party. 

Introducing Crew Members of the Year

Jeanine & Tom O’Brien!

Tom and Jeanine were surpised and pleased to be selected as the 2014 WAS 
Crew Members of the Year. Congratulations!
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The regulations pertaining to fly-
ing are available to all pilots in book 
form and electronically.  Also for the 
aviator’s reading pleasure are nu-
merous articles about pilot decision 
making.  However, no matter what 
is out there, it is up to the individual 
flyer to be safe when plying the sky 
for fun or commercial reasons. So, 
herein lies the crux of this month’s 
article.

Over the past four and a half 
decades I have had the pleasure of 
knowing, flying with and steering 
clear of pilots both in the balloon-
ing and the fixed wing world.  What 
differentiated some of them was 
ATTITUDE towards the FARs and 
decisions made.  

In the commercial end of flying 
there are pilots that fly (despite oth-
ers staying on the ground) in ques-
tionable weather conditions, and yes 
“questionable weather” is subjective, 
because the all mighty dollar was so 
important and meant more to them 
than safety.  The same “I can fly in 
that” attitude has been true in sport 
aerostation as well.  Is it less impor-

tant there because passengers are 
friends or others known by the pilot?

Pilots ignore regulations all the 
time.  The most broken one is some-
thing about altitudes and congested 
areas.  Years ago one balloon flyer 
(I hesitate to call him an aviator 
or pilot) thought it funny he could 
“roof top” flight after flight.  He was 
finally caught by the FAA, but due to 
some technical twist got away scott 
(whomever scott was) free.  He also 
drove over another pilot’s equipment, 
doing extensive damage for which 
“he was not responsible as the stuff 
should not have been laid out in the 
field.”  

There are pilots who automati-
cally believe that FAA representa-
tives are the bad people and are “out 
to get them.”  How many of you 
have been ramp checked?  In 60 
years (44 ballooning) of aviation and 
12,000+ hours, I have visited with 
FAA representatives two and a half 
times.  Twice with airplanes; once 
when there happened to be a couple 
of Feds at an airport for a later day 
airshow.  They watched me inflate 

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

the company logoed balloon then 
came over to the basket.  They were 
mostly interested in the balloon, but 
did ask “do you have all your flight 
paperwork?”  “Yes,” said I.  “OK, 
have a fun flight.” they said, and that 
was my ½ check.

Good and bad attitudes extend to 
other pilots and landowners.  Cer-
tainly the vast, vast (yes, I meant to 
say it twice) majority are positive, 
but it takes only one and a matter 
of seconds to undue years of good 
relations (ie. the pilot who told a land 
manager he, the pilot, could land 
and have his chase truck anywhere 
because the balloon was “federally 
registered with the FAA and the truck 
was part of the team”).  Many acres 
were closed to balloon flights after 
that day.

I have leaned a bit more on 
negative attitudes just as examples 
of what is out there.  We all know, as 
the old saying goes, bees are attract-
ed more to honey than vinegar.  If 
one crosses the FAA, landowners or 
others with ATTITUDE , what goes 
around comes around.

Fly safe and fly happy.

The  next meeting of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society 
will be 

Saturday, Jaunuary 10, 10:00 AM 
at Salem’s Air Center (FBO), Upstairs Conference Room

You will have the option to attend a post meeting no-host 

gathering at a local restaurant.

Please join us!

Chris Whitfield 1/5
Ron Grove 1/10
Tom O’Brien 1/16 
Janice Fast 1/30
Alan Sanderson 1/30
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Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

2015 WAS Membership Application
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Comercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member contact information send an e-mail to the 
Secretary/Treasurer 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.
AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo:
Original watercolor painting by our own Marianne LeDoux depicting Greg 

Miller’s balloons.

Willamette Aerostat Society
Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of 
 Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land 
 owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport


