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2015 WAS Officers

The weather 
has been con-
ducive to flying 
and growing 
crops in the 
Willamette Val-
ley. Those of us 
that have flown 
recently have 
been creative in 
finding land-
ing sites to 

avoid impact on the standing crops. 
Some flying the Tigard event found 
themselves in a steep learning curve 
regarding the myriad of farming 
products. Grass seed is an odd one. 
Please be careful, so you avoid losing 
our welcome back to mother earth.

The FAA has been cautioning 
about the effects of medications, 
both over the counter and prescrip-
tion, taken by pilots. Since most of 
us don’t operate aircraft requiring a 
class 3 medical, we’re on our own 
to be aware of the effects of medi-
cation. Some, such as Aricept and 
Cognex are pretty obvious (they’re 
taken for reduction of the symptoms 
of Alzheimer’s disease). Others are 
more mundane such as diphenhydr-
amine, otherwise known as Benadryl. 
There’s a 60-hour wait after ingesting 
it before you fly. The attention deficit 
disorder drug, Adderall, is another 
one. Oxycontin is a clear “no,” along 
with morphine and the rest of the 
narcotics. Other medications such as 
Aggrenox (aspirin extended release 
dipyridamole for stroke prevention) 
include cautions to have a detailed 
status report from your physician. 
Psychoactive drugs are often not al-
lowed — yet not all. There are some 
drugs that seem ordinary and not a 
risk, yet they are on the not allowed 
list or only with special consider-
ations. There are other cautions tell-
ing the pilot to experience taking the 

substance for a period to evaluate its 
effect. After a period of time without 
issues, flight is allowed. The list of 
medications is extensive and in some 
cases there are alternative treatment 
options for the same issue. Check out 
the list for a drug which is safe, yet 
offers similar benefits. AOPA has a 
list on line that’s available to mem-
bers. It’s not the same as a physi-
cian’s help, but we can use the list to 
stay on the good side of the regula-
tions. If the FAA investigates an inci-
dent or accident you are involved in, 
your care with medications may keep 
you from unwittingly committing a 
violation and the risk of voiding your 
insurance coverage.

 Wheeling focus back to Mother 
Earth, with the long and very dry 
spell we’ve had in the west, we need 
to be careful with the process that 
allows us to fly: Fire. The fields will 
be dry and some may have signifi-
cant amounts of fuel remaining in 
the form of straw or stubble. If we 
start a fire in a field, our reception 
will probably suffer for the short and 
long term. We can start fires through 
careless use of the burner, catalytic 
converter heat under our vehicles or 
careless smokers. Brief your crew on 
avoidance of smoking in fields and 

keep your vehicle off road use to an 
absolute minimum. I’d avoid bring-
ing a sedan into a field with any fuel 
source on the ground. Pick-ups, vans 
& SUV’s have better ground clear-
ance with less risk of the hot exhaust 
system contacting the grass to start a 
burn. When you, as a pilot, lay your 
system down, double check the pilot 
light and make sure it’s off and the 
burner has lost residual heat. 

Even with these steps, we still 
need to work on perceptions. Some 
folks feel that balloons are all full of 
fire and are a risk for starting a fire 
from their mere presence. Talk to 
folks not familiar with our craft to 
spread the understanding that we can 
manage the risks. Consider carrying 
some water in your truck or trailer in 
case a small fire starts. Water is the 
best for straw and beats the price of 
using an extinguisher. 

Fly safe & land gently,
Tim Gale

Next WAS meeting is set for October 3, 
2015 at 10:00 AM. It will be a potluck. 
Locaton to be announced in an upcoming 
newsletter.

mailto:wasprez@icloud.com
mailto:carmenblakely@ymail.com
mailto:outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

August 8
Valley View Air Show & Concerts
Rock of Ages, McMinnville, OR
Contact: Sheila Selby
sheilas@onlinemac.com
(See page 4 for more details)

August 14-16
Loose Goose Balloon Rally
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock
dayshancock@aol.com

August 21-23
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
503-910-7355
http://nwartandair.org

September 2-6
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information: http://
spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 11-13
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 11-13
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 18-20
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of Comm.
530-233-4434

September 25-27
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: http://www.
prosserballoonrally.org

October 14-18
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

December 13
WAS Christmas Party
Edie Stoaks’ house
Details to be announced (for now just 
put it on your calendar)

Mark Trujillo 7/26
Shari Gale 8/4
Pasha Luber 8/13

Happy Birthday!

New Event

New Event

Important! Vote early, vote often!!
FAA Requests Comments on Glider 
Transponder Requirements

The FAA is requesting comments on the 
removal of the current exception for gliders 
from the transponder requirement for air-
craft in the National Airspace System (NAS). 
This is part of an Advance Notice of Pro-
posed Rulemaking (ANPRM) that is being 
conducted in response to recommendations 
from members of Congress and the NTSB. 

For more information on the ANPRM or how to comment see:
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-06-16/pdf/2015-14818.pdf

The FAA’s ATSB implementation and exemptions is open for com-
ment. Balloons have the same situation regarding a power source as 
do gliders. Here’s your chance to voice your opinion where it counts 
(before August 17th, 2015). 

Only a written letter or FAX is accepted. The Feds aren’t up to using 
e-mail yet.   Vote early, vote often.

http://nwartandair.org
http://spiritofboise.com
http://spiritofboise.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-06-16/pdf/2015-14818.pdf
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The Lubers and Autumn Daybreak Are BACK!!

After not flying for six years, Justin Luber had Autumn Daybreak annualed, and then he got current again. Justin 
and his wife, Pasha, drove over to Prineville, Oregon to fly with Greg Miller. (Center photo: Justin, Pasha and Greg in 
the basket during the tether.) The weather was perfect. They tethered the balloon on May 30th, and then flew it on the 
31st out of Madras. Pasha said it best, “We are so excited and I am so proud of Justin! What an amazing weekend and 
Greg was so terrific with his input, guidance, enthusiasm and encouragement. The weather was ideal, the crew was 
warm and enthusiastic — what a truly perfect weekend to get back into ballooning!”

2015 Woodburn’s 
Relay For Life “Glow”

It was a little too windy for the glow this year. 
Instead the pilots did a candlestick burn. They 
managed to keep time to the music rather well. 
Supporting the Relay For Life was Carmen Blake-
ly, Justin Luber, John Kent, Pierre Jourda, Tim 
Gale and Koh Murai. Even without putting up the 
envelopes the crowd loved it. Thanks to Robert 
Prinslow for organizing the balloon component. 

Ready to Fly in McMinnville?
Local balloonists have the op-

portunity to fly in two August events 
in McMinnville once again this year. 
Up until a few years ago we had that 
pleasure. After a major scheduling 
conflict with the Valley View Air 
Show, invitations ceased. Now we 
are back on!

Sheila Selby at Rock of Ages 
just sent out a request for balloons 
to once again launch from their huge 
front yard on Saturday, August 8th. 
The senior citizen residents love the 
specticle. See the calendar on page 3 
for contact information.

By the time the balloons get back 
to the launch field other activities 
will be in full swing. There will be 
a car show, Kids Village, horse and 
wagon rides, and several bands giv-
ing free concerts. The emphasis will 
be on gospel and bluegrass music.

The next weekend, August 14 
through 16 will be the 8th Loose 
Goose Hot Air Balloon Rally hosted 
by Evergreen Aviation Museum. 
“Mother Goose,” Laura Hancock 
said she is expecting about 20 bal-
loons to participate this year. 

It’s always fun to launch from the 
museum grounds. How many people 
can brag that they’ve launched fron 
in front of the Spruce Goose?

There will be a night glow on 
Saturday night, and of course, early 
morning launches are planned for 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings.

It’s an event you won’t want to 
miss. A weekend to explore balloons, 
airplanes and rockets. What can beat 
that? 
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By Shari Gale

Tim was once again the safety officer 
at the Tigard Festival of Balloons. That 
left me to roam free for the weekend. It’s 
kind of fun to flit from one activity to 
another with no responsibility, but don’t 
worry, I’m not ready to sell off Knight-
N-Gale yet.

At the pilot check-in I overheard  
Marie Smith say that they were in 
desperate need of crew for Friday. That 
looked like a good place for me to start 
my weekend. Crewing for Brann and 
Marie was fun, but it made me appreci-
ate not flying at this event. Brann had 
to fly all the way down to Woodburn 
before he could find a good spot to land. 
We passed field after field of crops that 
weren’t quite ready for harvesting. You 
name it, we passed it: grass seed, wheat, 
oats, nursery stock, clover, hazelnuts, 
marionberries, blueberries, and the worst 
one of all, hops. (Hop fields include tall 
posts with wires running from one to the 
other. Those wires would turn a balloon 
into something resembling a French fry.) 

At one point Brann spotted a grass 
seed field that looked like a perfect land-
ing site to him. He thought it was just 

a fallow hay field. Both Leslie Berning 
and I set the record straight immediately. 
It was a good thing he called down to 
the crew to ask about the field, other-
wise he would have had a very unhappy 
landowner asking him to make payment 
for damage to an expensive crop. Grass 
seed does look very scruffy, so Brann’s 
mistake was understandable. This is an 
example of why local crew should be as-
signed to out of area balloons, especially 
in the Willamette Valley in June.

Eventually, Brann found a huge yard 
beside someone’s home right in the town 
of Woodburn. The landowner was very 
pleased to have us drop in on him. 

Saturday I dedicated myself to tak-
ing photos for this newsletter and playing 
with my granddaughters. They enjoyed 
watching the balloons launch, but I think 
they enjoyed the food in the VIP tent 
even more. After the balloons had drifted 
away we took the girls over to visit the 
Tualatin Valley Fire and Rescue truck. 
They got to sit behind the steering wheel, 
and wear the headphones. On second 
thought, this was probably their favorite 

2015 Tigard Festival of Ballooons

Local meteorologist and TV personal-
ity, Dave Sweeney, was once again the 
event announcer. He did a great job, 
even though he teased me over the loud 
speaker each morning. And if you were 
taken in by his “hooey,” I am not his 
mother! Photo by Shari Gale.

It was a true delight to see Jim Smith 
fly from the field on Friday morning. 
He was the original balloonmeister, 
and was very involved in making this 
event the success it has become.  Photo 
by Shari Gale.This amazing night glow photo was taken by Sharon Scarborough.

Continued on page 6
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part of the morning activities.
Saturday night our son, daughter-

in-law and the girls came back out 
for the Night Glow. Both girls have 
been a little bit afraid of the burner 
noise. When they found out that 
Grandpa was in Chris Whitfield’s 
basket they worked up the courage to 
go say hello even though the burner 
was occasionally “roaring.” This was 
a big first step for them both. We’ll 
turn these girls into balloonists yet!

Sunday the winds would have 
taken the balloons over Tigard and 
Portland. Going North out of Cook 
Park is not a good thing. Wisely, the 
balloonmeister, Tom Rafn, called 
off the flight. Many of the balloons 
went ahead and inflated for the 
crowd. Their efforts were greatly 
appreciated. It gave the general 
public a chance to see the balloons 
up close over an extended period of 
time. Public relations go a long way 
towards keeping the sponsors happy. 
Good job everyone!

 

Tigard
continued from page 5

Top photo: Several balloons float over the carnival rides. 
The most prominent balloon in this photo is owned by Kear-
ney Davis, our newest WAS member. 

Middle left photo: Bill Woodhead’s radio controlled balloon 
was a crowd favorite.

Photo above: That’s Dale Justice lifting off in his new bal-
loon, LaJolla. Nice ride, Dale!

Far left photo: Marie Smith was delighted to have the 
chance to fly with her husband, Brann, on Friday morning 
along with a photographer from the local Tigard newspaper.

Photo to the right: That’s the editor’s son and two grand-
daughters helping Chris Whitfield out during the night glow. 
Those are two of the cutest crew members anyone had dur-
ing the rally. (That statement isn’t at all biased!)

 
All photos on this page by Shari Gale.
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Teton Valley Balloon Rally — Driggs, Idaho
                      July 2nd - 5th

WAS members Carmen 
Blakely, Cheryl Iaasics, and Dale 
Justice took their annual trip to 
Driggs, Idaho at the beginning of 
July. They made a quick stop in 
Montana on the way in the hopes 
they could fly, but Mother Nature 
told them to wait until the Teton 
Valley Balloon Rally weekend 
instead.

They were able to fly three 
of the four days — Thursday 
through Saturday. According to 
Dale, “The weather was great. 
Cheryl and I landed on the same 
road all three days, just a few feet 
from each other.” 

This year Dale was flying his 
new balloon, La Jolla, which is a 
77. Every year before this he had 
flown Outer Limits which is a 54. 
Flying at a little over 6,000 feet 
AGL, Dale could feel the differ-
ence. For one thing he could take 
passengers with him, and fly as 
high as he wanted to use the vari-
ous winds. (See his flight track 
from July 4th created by his Hot 
Air app.) 

Mother Nature was especially 
kind this year. She allowed the 
night glow to work. Several bal-
loons stood up in the downtown 
core area.

But don’t ever expect Mother 
Nature to play nice for long. The 
winds were too strong for flying 
on Sunday. Everyone got an early 
start home.

One of the highlights of the 
trip for Mary Heath was a chance 
to take a glider ride over the 
Tetons. The tow plane took the 
glider up to between 8,000 and 
9,000 feet. At 14,000 feet, Mary 
was thrilled to have a chance to 
look down on the mountains. The 
entire experience lasted about an 
hour and a half. 

So what did everyone else 
do while Mary was floating over 
the gorgeous Teton Mountains? 
They spotted Harrison Ford 
getting into his private plane. It 
was a beautiful multi-tone green 
and yellow deHavilland Canada 
DHC-2 Beaver. 

It just goes to prove that 
there’s something for everyone in 
Driggs.

by Shari Gale & Dale Justice

Take a look at Dale’s flight track on the 4th 
of July. His launch site is designated by the 
green dot. His landing site is marked by 
the red square. The various altitudes are 
recorded using various colors. This graphic 
is part of the Hot Air App.  All photos by Dale Justice

 Harrison Ford — honest!
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Teton Valley Balloon Rally

Photos by Dale Justice

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

We fly by numerous rules, and 
that is what will be discussed this 
month.  Note, I did not say FARs, 
because this time we delve into that 
section of the aviation rules pilots 
really do not want to visit but might 
have to if you break your aircraft, 
something or someone with it and it 
is serious enough. In that case one 
might have a chat with a representa-
tive of the National Transportation 
Safety Board.

Many pilots learned, and prompt-
ly forgot, NTSB Part 830…” Aircraft 
accident means an occurrence associ-
ated with the operation of an aircraft 
which takes place between the time 
any person boards the aircraft with 
the intention of flight and all such 
persons have disembarked, and in 
which any person suffers death or 
serious injury, or in which the aircraft 
receives substantial damage.” Only a 
few pages in length, there is informa-
tion every pilot should know: what 
situations have to be reported and 
when.   

What is an aircraft accident or 
incident and how is a fatal or serious 
injury defined?  An accident is “an 
occurrence associated with the opera-
tion of an aircraft (important point)…
between the time any person boards 

the aircraft with the intention of flight 
and all such persons have disem-
barked if any person suffers death or 
serious injury of the aircraft receives 
substantial damage.” An incident is 
recorded when “an occurrence other 
than an accident affects or could af-
fect the safety of operation.”

You may be surprised to learn a 
fatality may happen up to 30 days 
after the causal accident.  A serious 
injury requires more than 48 hours 
hospitalization within 7 days of an 
accident. A bone fracture (except 
simple ones of toes, fingers and 
nose), severe hemorrhages; nerve, 
muscle or tendon damage; internal 
organ damage; second degree burns 
over more than 5 percent of the body 
surface all constitute “serious injury.” 

Damage to the aircraft is “sub-
stantial” or not. If it adversely affects 
structural strength, performance of 
flight characteristics of the aircraft 
and would normally require major 
repair…it is “substantial.”  “…small 
puncture holes in the skin or fab-
ric…” are patch, log and fly damage.

Who notifies and when does it 
need be done?  I could go on and on 
and eventually reproduce the whole 
regulation, but….  Notification…
NTSB 830.5 and 830.18.

If one is not sure whether to re-
port or not, it is better to error on the 
report side rather than suddenly get a 
“knock on the door” from the powers 
that be. One office of the NTSB/FAA 
might consider the event reportable 
while another might not.

Once upon a time, a balloon 
almost deflated was caught by a 
sudden, very strong gust of wind, 
dragged across a field until a power 
pole and line stopped its forward 
progress. The envelope, having 
come in contact with barbed wire 
fences, was destroyed. The pilot 
dutifully made the mandatory call to 
the NTSB, was asked the scenario, 
if anyone was hurt, had the weather 
been checked prior to the flight and 
if the weather was the cause of the 
situation, was it forecast?  The NTSB 
representative stated that since the 
balloon was not in flight at the time, 
the event equated to an airplane be-
ing damaged by strong winds at an 
airport, thanked the pilot for calling 
and that was the end of it.

There is lots of good information 
in Part 830. Check it out. It is FAR 
better to have the information and 
not need it than to find yourself in the 
situation of needing and not having 
it.

Are your FARs up to date?
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2015 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Dale Justice, flying La Jolla, raised the U.S. Flag at the Teton Valley Balloon Rally on July 4th. 
Dale said it was a real honor as a pilot and a veteran to be chosen for this duty. Unknown 
photographer.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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