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2015 WAS Officers

To Fly or Not

Do you 
ever wonder 
why some folks 
decide to stay 
on the ground 
when others 
have left the 
field in flight? I 
recently faced 
that decision. 

Others had launched, but should I go 
ahead with my flight? 

I’d had a poor night’s sleep and 
the copious crew we expected had 
evaporated in the days preceding the 
assigned morning. One person texted 
saying they could not make it just as 
we were driving down our driveway 
starting our 75-minute drive to the 
launch field. All of the crewmembers 
were declining for good reasons, yet 
it’s rare to lose four on one flight. 
We’d left home late, so we arrived at 
the field about 15 minutes after the 
assigned time. Two crewmembers 
arrived another fifteen minutes after 
that. The weather had been expected 
to be the classic cool, calm and clear 
we wanted. The various airports were 
reporting calm to very light breezes. 
Other models concurred. Well, the 
cool and clear held true, yet the 
breeze was not so reliable, increasing 
as the morning progressed. During 
the long drive, I noticed wind in the 
Wilsonville flags, which is not un-
usual. As we continued south along 
I-5, the flags were mostly hanging 
limp. As we came to the field, I saw 
the tops of the cottonwood moving. 
Hmmm, that wasn’t so good, yet it 
was not enough to force the deci-
sion. With four crew down, we had 
to beg help from other balloons, 
and wait until they had launched. 
The first envelope was up and gone, 
then the second, followed by a third, 

each with a greater challenge with 
ground wind. The flag at the far end 
of the field also showed increased 
wind. By the time we’d assembled 
the system, run through the briefing 
and finished cold packing, the wind 
effects had caused a good-sized dish 
in the top of the envelope. Well, I’ve 
done inflations like that before and 
Leslie Berning on the crown was 
doing her bit well. Unfortunately, the 
target for the flame was shaped more 
like a slot than a round hole. I still 
tried to throw enough heat to bring 
it up. Then I added the passenger for 
weight in the basket and I received 
help from crewmembers from the 
other balloons. Finally, the whole 
exercise was going nowhere and 
a voice inside said, “Why are you 
fighting this and why is it so impor-
tant to launch?” 

Well, I listened to the voice and 
“pulled the plug.” After pack-up, we 
took time at the tulip fields on foot, 
enjoyed conversation with folks at 
the field and waited for the others to 
return to join for breakfast. It wasn’t 
a great day, yet it was an example 
of the three strikes approach. Poor 
sleep, short of crew and increasing 
wind. It was a reasonable day for me 

to abort the launch, pack up and fly 
another day. Shari, my spouse and 
crew chief, noted later I’d not been 
managing crew as well as I normally 
do. Sleep deprivation will do that. 

Another question: Why did I con-
tinue? Spending the effort to gather 
crew, hook up the trailer and driving 
75 minutes to meet soon after dawn 
is a significant investment of effort. 

When I was first into aerostation, 
probably 1980, I stood on the launch 
field in Eugene and watched others 
fly away. Jon Ackerman said to me, 
“It’s often a more difficult decision 
not to fly than it is to continue to 
launch.” I bring this up as an exam-
ple of the situations where it may not 
be a good day to continue doing what 
you intended. The others that flew in 
my story all did fine. It just wasn’t 
my day. 

Don’t be afraid to look wussy, 
indecisive or chicken. It’s better to 
take stock of what you and Mother 
Nature bring to the launch field on 
a given day and make the call of 
launch or not based on the assess-
ment of what’s truly going on. Like 
war, the best laid plans lose clarity at 
the first shot. 

mailto:wasprez@icloud.com
mailto:carmenblakely@ymail.com
mailto:outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Saturday, April 11, 2015

We’ll be meetin’ up at the 
Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Rd NE, Aurora
Saturday, May 16, 2015 
at 2 pm

Directions on page 8

Present: Tim Gale, President
              Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
              18 additional members

1. Call to order at 2:00 p.m. by Tim Gale at the Salem FBO 
upstairs.

2. Minutes of the March, 2015 meeting were moved by 
Marianne LeDoux, seconded by Jason Fast to be approved as 
printed in the April, 2015 newsletter. Motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s report -- Dale, as of April 11, 2015
 Members             67
            Checking  $1113.24
            Savings        105.00
            Cash                 7.00
            Total         $1225.24

           Memberships received since April 1, 2015 to be 
deposited -- $35.00.
 
4. Accidents, incidents -- none known.

5. Manufacturing, maintenance -- no issues.

6. Events --
      a. Marianne is still working on a Memorial Day flyout, 
with a declared goal. It will begin at the Jefferson High 
School.
      b. Albany Art and Air has 42 balloons signed up. Kay 
West (Designated Examiner) is coming and can do check rides 
previous to the rally.
      c. The BFA convention will be attended by Koh, Alan, 
Michelle, and Ingrid. Michelle couldn’t sign up for some of 
the activities on line, and will work on that when she gets 
there.

7. Wings credits can satisfy flight review requirements, both 
ground and flight. Pilots are encouraged to do it every year. 
Tim Gale and Koh Murai can sign off activities when they are 
completed.

8. There was a recent fire at South Albany High School. It 
was moved by Shari Gale and seconded by Edie Stoaks to 

donate $200.00 to the high school rebuilding fund. Discussion 
followed. The motion failed. Justin Luber moved to donate 
$200.00 to the high school rebuilding fund at the Albany Art 
and Air Festival. There was no second, so the motion failed. 
Chris Whitfield will get information about how and when to 
contribute before the May WAS meeting.

9. The topic for this meeting is “Splash and Dash Operations.” 
Stories were related from the past, and discussion was held 
evaluating the activities. Shari, Tim, Randy, and Bob, among 
others contributed. Randy mentioned that there is a product 
called “Get Rot” that can help repair and protect balloon 
floors. The tarps, pads and scuff leather can all hold water, 
contributing to balloon damage. Contaminated water may 
make cleaning an issue, also.

10. The next meeting will be on May 9, 2015, location to 
be announced. (Due to all three officers being out of town 
the weekend of May 9th, the meeting date was changed by 
executive order to Saturday, May 16, 2015.)

11. Moved by Chris Whitfield and seconded by Mary Heath to 
adjourn. Passed. The meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

June 26-28
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
Cindy Padilla, 503-612-8213

July 2-5
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.
com

July 4 & 5
Freedom Weekend
Prineville, OR
Contact: Greg Miller
wasprez@gmail.com 

July 10
Relay For Life Nightglow
Centennial Park, Woodburn, OR
Contact: Robert Prinslow
woodburnboy@msn.com

July 24-26
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
Contact: Lay It Out Events
541-323-0964

August 14-16
Loose Goose Balloon Rally
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock
dayshancock@aol.com

August 21-23
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
Contact: Chris Whitfield
503-910-7355
http://nwartandair.org

September 2-6
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information: http://
spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 11-13
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 11-13
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 18-20
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of Comm.
530-233-4434

September 25-27
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: http://www.
prosserballoonrally.org

October 3-11
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
1-88-422-7277
http://www.balloonfiesta.com/pilots-
and-crew/pilot-application

October 14-18
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

Due to personal travel the July issue of Aero-
Stats will be late — unless one of you wants to 
volunteer to publish it in my place.

Shari Gale, Volunteer AeroStats Editor

Mary Gobet 5/1
Carol Cullison 5/12
Jerry Gobet 5/12
Carmen Blakely 5/17
Roger Anderson 5/21
Tammy Moore 5/23

Happy Birthday!

mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
http://nwartandair.org
http://spiritofboise.com
http://spiritofboise.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.balloonfiesta.com/pilots-and-crew/pilot-application
http://www.balloonfiesta.com/pilots-and-crew/pilot-application
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Possibly the Prettiest 
Launch Field in the 
Willamette Valley

Photo by WazMixPix and posted on his Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/WazMixPix  He has generously allowed WAS to reprint this image. 

Photos above by Greg 
Schofield. Photo at 
right by Leroy Brown. 

Finding agreeable weather in the 
spring in the Willamette Valley can 
be a challenge. On Sunday, March 
29th we finally found a window of 
good flying weather. Nine balloon 
teams assembled at the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Festival fields to take full ad-
vantage of one of the most beautiful 
launch sites around.

We weren’t alone! Photographers 
both professional and amateur were 
out in mass. The huge back parking 
lot was full before we launched.

The winds were slight, but they 
were out of the south. That was the 
wrong direction to fly directly over 
the flowers. Not to be denied a per-
fect photo the loyal crew members 
walked the balloons closer to the 
tulips prior to launch.

Everyone went north except for 
Terri Schofield. She launched later. 
The winds took her west and then 
back east. She landed back in the 
launch field. 

A big thank you to the Iver-
son family and their employees for 
welcoming us. Once again, we had a 
great time at the Tulip Festival. 

https://www.facebook.com/WazMixPix
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We arrived in Hamilton after 
touring the South Island for two 
weeks plus one week on the North 
Island. New Zealand is a diverse 
and beautiful country. Ocean beach-
es, lakes, waterfalls, high mountains 
with glaciers — it is truly a scenic 
paradise. 

We checked in to the host hotel 
and were given the keys to a brand 
new Mazda 4x4 diesel crew-cab 
truck. They also had the ARKY bal-
loon loaded in an enclosed trailer 
with our choice of old but service-
able fans. I was very happy to have 
the enclosed trailer for we had rain 
almost everyday.

They didn’t want to pay for the 
shipping of the lower end of the bal-
loon so they provided a basket that 
proved more than adequate for our 
needs.

Finding crew in New Zealand 
wasn’t a problem either. We had 

two friends from Grants 
Pass who came as crew 
for the event. They spent 
almost a month with us 
exploring the beauty of 
New Zealand. Addition-
ally, the son of a pilot 
friend, Daryl McKee, 
joined us. Finally, I had 
three pilots from Ger-
many fly down to help 
us and learn more of the 
intricacies of the ARKY 
balloon. They have pur-
chased ARKY and will 
have it shipped to Ger-
many after an annual is 
completed in Albuquerque. 

Flying balloons is always the 
same no matter what country you are 
in, only the terrain and vegetation 
changes. There were some significant 
differences, however. The fuel was a 
mixture of propane and butane. That 

Balloons Over Waikato, Hamilton, New Zealand 
March 25th - 29th 2015
By Bill Woodhead

meant we had lower pressure, which 
equals less power. The event provid-
ed us with nitrogen so we were able 
get the power we needed.   

We felt very welcome by all the 
other pilots and crews. We made new 
friends from Australia, New Zea-
land, Holland and Taiwan. We look 
forward to joining them at events in 
their countries in the near future.

The event sponsored a buffet 
breakfast at the Kingsgate Hotel, 
where all the pilots were staying. All 
the crew members and pilots were 
invited to the breakfast. So the 
breakfast became the rallying point, 
to check in after the flight and swap 
stories and experiences.

The weather was challenging, 
with rain predicted for almost the 
entire event. God was smiling as 
he parted the clouds for all but the 
last morning allowing us to fly, or 
at least tether, for all but the last 
morning. We also elected not to 
stand ARKY up for the Saturday 
Night Glow. There was rain in the 
vicinity and we were assured by 
the promoters that it would pass 
and we would stay dry. There were 
an estimated 40,000 spectators in 
attendance. I hate to disappoint the 

This is the view inside ARKY. As Bill points out this balloon has a different scene when you look inside. 
“We needed somewhere to store the hay for the animals and windows to feed them through.”

Continued on page 7
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sponsors, promoter and spectators, 
but with the next morning’s predicted 
rain I was not willing to take the 
chance of getting the balloon wet. 

Fifteen minutes into the glow we 
had rain. All the balloons that had 
inflated were put away wet and the 
pilots were scrambling the next day 
to find a place to inflate and dry their 

FAR out
by Stephen Blucher, reprinted from The Tetherlines, newsletter of the Ballooning Society of Pikes Peak

The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has, in some cases, decided if 
a pilot accepts propane, a room or 
“show up” money from a balloon 
event, that pilot is being “paid” and 
must be commercially rated.  Fortu-
nately, as mentioned before in this 
column, opinions of various gov-
ernment representatives differ from 
region to region.

This turn of events, so to speak, 
and because more balloonists want 
to pass their passion to offspring or 
try their hand at the paid ride and 
promotion business, the number of 
Private Pilots upgrading to a Com-
mercial Rating is growing.  

Though the rules changed several 
years ago, there is still considerable 
discussion as to how many hours 
and flights a pilot taking instruction 
for the certificate change must have.  
Once upon a time Private Certificate 
training would double for what was 
needed for a Commercial ticket, but 
the FAA saw the fallacy of that and 
changed FAR Part 61.129(h)(4).

The first misunderstanding was 
the definition of a flight.  Some 
certificate applicants were landing, 
deflating, reinflating and taking off 
for another flight.  The only differ-
entiation in FAR Part 1.1 is between 
powered aircraft and gliders.  Glider 
flight time begins when the tow starts 

as the sailplane (the true designation) 
cannot begin a take off under its own 
power, unless of course it is a “pow-
ered” glider with a small engine used 
for take off and climb then turned off 
for the remainder of the experience.

There are no words about bal-
loons, none stating necessary defla-
tion to “end” a flight.  Balloons, 
like airplanes, are in flight “from 
the moment the aircraft first moves 
under its own power for the purpose 
of flight….” The flight ends when 
it “comes to rest at the next point 
of landing.” This means one infla-
tion and deflation could encompass 
several flights.

Just to muck up the water more, 
this definition really has to do with 
pilot time rather than flight time; that 
time which can be “legally” logged.  
Some pilots start “flight time” when 
the envelope is laid out.  Others time 
from “burner on” while “lift off” 
(closest to the FAR) is the rule used 
most often.

There has been flight time logged 
by pilots not in the balloon.  Illegal?  
Of course, but the pilot’s explana-
tion was they were there, watched 
the flight and “flew it in their minds”.  
It is a sad commentary and unfortu-
nately they get away with the bogus 
logging.  Only through a very care-
ful check of pilots’ and balloons’ 

logbooks would the discrepancy be 
discovered.

However, we are drifting away 
from the flights/hours purpose of this 
article.  Hours are the hours; there 
is not a legal way to cut them short.  
The flights with the “authorized in-
structor,” however, can be any length 
necessary to prepare the “student” for 
the tests.  

Can pilots carry Private hours/
flights forward?  Must Commercial 
candidates have a new set of “10 
hours of flight training and 10 train-
ing flights with an authorized instruc-
tor in balloons on the areas of opera-
tion listed in FAR 61.127(b)(8)….”? 
Does someone wishing to have a 
Commercial Balloon Pilot Certificate 
have to start with a Private rat-
ing?  Can they gather the necessary 
Aeronautical Knowledge and Flight 
Proficiency, take the written and the 
practical tests and be rated?  

Perhaps it is like, “who REALLY 
has the right-of way when a balloon 
is ascending at a high rate of speed 
below another”?  

Any questions?  
Next month 91.13…if I do not 

get careless and recklessly forget 
what I plan to be the subject of the 
article.

balloons. I was sorry the other bal-
loons got wet, but thankful that I had 
stood my ground and didn’t inflate.  

It was bittersweet to have my 
last flight with ARKY happen in 
New Zealand. I have been flying 
the ARKY balloon for over 15 years 
and have logged over 250 hours with 
it. It has been a very interesting expe-
rience and one I will miss.

It is, however, good to be home 
after ten days on Fiji and five weeks 
touring New Zealand.

Flying in New Zealand
Continued from page 6

All photos via Bill Woodhead
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Directions to Aurora Jet Center
• I-5 going South take exit 282A and follow Hub-
bard Hwy down to Keil Rd on the left. Turn there 
and follow around curves to the very first parking 
lot, Red Gate, you will see the Jet Center right there. 
 
• I-5 going North take Donald/Aurora exit and turn 
right at stop sign. Follow Ehlen Road all the way to 
Hubbard Hwy and turn left at signal. Go down to 
Keil Rd on right and turn.  Follow around curves to 
first parking lot, Red Gate.
 
• From Newberg take Hwy 219 toward St. Paul 
and turn left at McKay Rd. It will become Ehlen Rd. 
Follow all the way to Hubbard Hwy and turn left at 
signal. Go to Keil Rd and turn right, first parking lot 
on right, Red Gate.
 
• From Canby take Hwy 99 south to Airport Rd just 
past downtown Aurora and turn right. Follow Airport 
Rd to Keil Rd and turn left. Go all the way down to 
the Red Gate and turn in.
 
• From Salem take Hwy 99 north to Airport Rd and 
turn left. Go to Keil Rd and turn left. Go to Red Gate 
and turn in.

Walk in the main gate and go toward the back 
of the building to a set of stairs and go up to the 
conference room.

Lost: Call Cheryl Isaacs at 971-226-7239.

Next WAS Meeting: Saturday, May 16 at 2 PM
at the Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Rd NE, Aurora

Photo by Leroy Brown

Do you want a check ride this summer?

H
ub
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H
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Ehlen Road

Keil Road

Aurora 
Jet Center

Keil Road

A
irport Road

At the moment we do not have a local FAA 
designated examiner. It makes getting a check 
ride difficult. DE Kay West will be here in Albany 
from August 17th through 20th. She is scheduling 
check rides. To learn more contact Kay directly. 
Her email is kaysky@aol.com and her cell phone 
number is 605-360-4432. 

mailto:kaysky@aol.com


AeroStats May 2015 • Volume 17, Number 5 Page 9

Nearly 350 balloonists gathered 
in Reno for the convention, which 
started on April 15th and ran through 
until Saturday evening (April 18th).  
Launch site for the event was the 
Silver Legacy Hotel  & Casino. 

This proved to be a classy and very 
appropriate venue for the programs 
presented.

While the Convention was a BFA 
event most of the heavy lifting was 
performed by Katie Griggs who was 
assisted by a cadre of volunteers 
from the Nevada (and beyond) bal-
looning community — this group 
apparently thought of everything as 
the whole event ran smoothly. I was 
proud to have been involved in it. 
Every need of attendees was taken 
care of. A series of very professional 
presentations were ongoing during 
Friday and Saturday, each attendee 
was provided with a “Passport” on 
which attendance was recorded — 
get the right boxes punched, one 
would then get credit for a safety 
seminar completion. All the major 
insurance companies were on site so 
reporting was quick and easy.

While there were many worth-
while classes provided, one of the 
most popular was a presentation by 
Troy Bradley who told of his recent 
successful Japan to Mexico gas bal-

Balloon Federation of America 2015 Convention held in Biggest Little City
By Mike Layman

loon flight. Also, during the con-
vention, Bill Hughes conducted his 
well-known Liberty Ground School. 
A silent auction was conducted dur-
ing the three days and a plethora of 
ballooning memorabilia was avail-
able — goods had been donated by 
BFA Members.

The convention closed with a 
gala banquet dinner and keynote 
speaker Dick Rutan. Knowledgeable 
readers will recall that Rutan was 
the pilot of the Global Hilton around 
the world gas balloon attempt which 
suffered an inflight envelope failure. 
Rutan exited the craft via parachute 
(he had also been shot down in 
Vietnam and exited an aircraft via 
parachute). He also was the pilot of 
Voyagers successful non-stop flight 
around the world in 1986. His pre-
sentation earned him a standing ova-
tion and was an excellent end to the 
convention.

Plans are now being laid for the 
2018 convention to be held in Phila-
delphia.

Look what was recently 
found in the FAA Safety 
Briefing magazine. Check 
out the web link for a cool 
cloud chart.

http://www.faa.gov/news/
safety_briefing/2015/media/
Cloud-Chart.pdf Good questions to ask at this time of year:

“What is the local crop situation?
Are there good landing sites down wind?
Will the wind stay light enough that I can 

stick a landing in a farm road?”

Crops and more crops!

http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2015/media/Cloud-Chart.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2015/media/Cloud-Chart.pdf
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2015/media/Cloud-Chart.pdf
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Beaufort and Such: How Do You Read the Wind?
by Tim Gale

Through many technical advanc-
es, we tend to measure natural pa-
rameters with engineering units like 
velocity, temperature, pressure and 
such. While the data may be quite 
accurate, they may fall short on what 
we really desire. This brings me to 
the Beaufort Scale for wind. There is 
a velocity-based conversion yet when 
expressed as velocity, important fea-
tures of observation are lost. I’m sure 
you can detect a story coming on, 
and you’re right. Here goes:

There have been methods of 
describing wind since the 1700’s 
or earlier, none of which related to 
data from an anemometer, a device 
that had not yet been invented. Most 
methods were used by sailors to de-
scribe the conditions at sea for their 
logs. From day to day, consistency 
was needed for reliable reporting of 

the voyages. Several 
scales were put for-
ward yet the British 
Admiralty, the largest 
maritime organiza-
tion for the early 19th 
century found inter-
est in Francis Beau-
fort’s, (later Admiral 
Beaufort) scale that 
had been presented 
and based on previ-
ous scales of the day. 
Upon adoption in 
1830, the descrip-
tion was based on the 
behavior if a British 
Royal frigate under 
way and the rigging 
and wind interactions. 
The lightest breeze 
could get the vessel 
moving enough to 
have steerage with the 
rudder. Higher levels 
would allow better 
perfor-
mance 
and higher 
still would 

indicate less canvas in the 
rigging. The top scale at 
the time would be beyond 
what any canvas in the 
rigging could tolerate. 
Level 0 was dead calm 
and level 12 was into hur-
ricane territory.

The scale was updated 
in 1916 to be more useful 
for vessels not under sail 
but steam power. The vari-
ous levels were described 
by sea conditions. Again, 
in 1946, the scale was 
expanded to more severe 
conditions, adding levels 
13 through 17 to better 
describe conditions in the 
Pacific such as a typhoon. 
The scale continues to be 
used, although in far fewer 

countries than for the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 

Enough history for the moment, 
now how does this affect me with my 
balloon? I don’t see Beaufort scale 
numbers on my forecasts anyway. 
That’s true, yet experienced observ-
ers of wind conditions often start 
with observations, not their anemom-
eter. The instrument is often used as 
follow-up to quantify the visual ob-
servation. Consider the instrument, it 
takes an accurate reading at one point 
in space. When pilots are observing, 
they often are looking at signs within 
visual range that detect the effects of 
wind. Beyond the velocity, the ob-
servations can render information on 
turbulence, winds at higher elevation 
and relative directions. Even our pi-
lot balloon is observationally based, 
as most of us use them. Yes, a few 
use instruments as means to measure 
the direction through azimuth and 
timed for altitude, yet it’s most often 

Continued on page 11
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a strict visual observation in practice. 
Most of us are using techniques from 
hundreds of years ago by watching 
what the wind does to various solids 
and liquids as it passes.

The question, why do we stick to 
the eyeball method before a flight? 
One, it gives us a general impres-
sion of the wind effects we may be 
entering. If the ground is calm yet the 
tops of the cottonwood are moving, 
we get an idea of the thickness of the 
atmospheric boundary layer. If we 
see changes in the behavior of the 
leaves with time, we may be dealing 
with turbulence. Then there’s clouds, 
if any, how fast, which directions and 
are there layers. How high are they? 
Smoke, rising steam, water surface 
behavior, grass movement and the 
feel of the air on our skin, all obser-
vations to be added to the wind situ-
ation at the time. Of course, many of 

us have encountered one of the great 
observations: What’s happening to 
other balloons flying in the area. 

One very accurate spot instru-
ment will not recognize the many 

signs indicated in your pre-launch 
look-about. It’s all needed for that 
final assessment: Is Mother Nature 
ready to play nice today? 

Beaufort and Such
continued from page 10
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2015 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Squadron publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family members with additional 
information such as cell phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Wind Dixie, flown by Terri Schofield, and Tierra Madre, flown by Carmen Blakely, ready for 
take off over the Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival in Woodburn. Photo by Greg Schofield using 
Terri Schofield’s phone. (So who should get credit?)

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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