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2015 WAS Officers

Wow, what 
a summer. 
We’ve had hot, 
dry, smoky 
and some great 
flying. Today, 
I’ve scrubbed 
the first flight in 
months as a late 
August storm 
arrived with 
some much-

needed rain. I can hope that some of 
the moisture will arrive to slow down 
the burning in Oregon and Washing-
ton. 

We have an issue for the club that 
needs attention: Officers for 2016. 
Now’s the time to look inwardly and 
consider leading WAS into the next 
year. Leadership in an organization 
such as WAS needs change to keep it 
healthy. It’s time to take up the torch 
and head into the second half of the 
decade. 

For those uncertain what the 
President of WAS does: Writes a 
monthly letter to the club (like this 
one), makes an agenda, leads a meet-
ing in the off season six meetings, 
coordinates with the other officers, 
supports the newsletter editor, and at 
times fields questions that come up 
within the organization. It’s not very 
demanding and I’ve been fortunate to 
get along pretty well with the news-
letter editor. In my first term, we had 
some by laws issues that needed cor-
recting. The club did well and com-
pleted the job. Since then, it’s been 
pretty smooth. For the VP, there’s the 
back-up role with occasional con-
sultation, thank you Koh & Carmen. 
The secretary treasurer has more to 
do with the club finance and meeting 
notes. Both Les and Dale have served 
well and kept me on track with the 
rules of order. Thank you. 

On to different topics: There’s 
a sheet that arrived from the FAA 
called:

FlySafe and FRATernize Before 
Your Next Flight. It’s intended as a 
self-evaluation before flight to look 
inwardly and check for your mind 
set with relation to the conditions 
and your own preparation. The sheet 
is certainly not balloon-centric yet 
it does cover many of the issues a 
balloon pilot can face: Sleep, health, 
weather conditions, planning and 
preparation and your state of mind. 
If any are off target, consider the op-
tions. Maybe a good breakfast will be 
a better choice. Perhaps someone in 
the club can generate an evaluation 
sheet for balloons. Self-evaluation 
is good; it’s not really self-doubt if 
based on facts. To go further, us older 
pilots need to perform an annual 
evaluation as to our capabilities and 
limitations. Each of us is changing at 
different rates and in different ways. 
I applaud those that are willing to 
step out based on this self-evaluation. 
I can only hope they can still contrib-
ute to ballooning, even when on the 
ground. 

Lastly, UAV’s or drones. I feel 
for the FAA, as this seems to be an 

issue that’s pretty well out of con-
trol. They’re working hard to set up 
the rules yet there are a significant 
number of UAVs operating outside 
of the current restrictions. The drones 
are reasonably cheap and capable yet 
many who use them aren’t terribly 
interested in working with the air-
space system. Unfortunately, a drone 
can get in the way of aircraft and risk 
some dire results. Balloons seem to 
be less susceptible to serious flight 
risk in the event of contact yet may 
still need repair. Turbine intakes in 
high performance aircraft are another 
story as contact could easily take out 
a compressor stage and put an air-
plane in peril. I see that the Spirit of 
Boise Balloon Classic is pushing for 
a no-drone field other than the unit 
used as part of the event. At least the 
skills of the operators are recognized 
and the operator’s responsibility 
is clear. I must admit some of the 
images brought in are spectacular. 
This will be an ongoing and evolv-
ing story, yet I drone on (ugh, such a 
pun).

Tim Gale
WAS President

mailto:wasprez@icloud.com
mailto:carmenblakely@ymail.com
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mailto:sharigaleor@gmail.com
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

September 2-6
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information: http://
spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 11-13
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 11-13
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 18-20
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of Comm.
530-233-4434

September 25-27
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: http://www.
prosserballoonrally.org

October 14-18
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

December 13
WAS Christmas Party
Edie Stoaks’ house
Details to be announced (for now just 
put it on your calendar)

Uncle Sam Wants You
To Step Up to Keep WAS Active!

Without new officers 
taking control in 2016 
the club will have to be 
disbanded. 

If you don’t want that 
to happen, then 

VOLUNTEER!
Are you willing to be the 
next WAS president? How 
about vice president? Or 
secretary/treasurer?
 
Contact:
Tim Gale
503-366-0608
wasprez@icloud.com

Jeanne Anson 9/2
Edie Stoaks 9/2
Linda Brandt 9/15

Happy Birthday!

http://spiritofboise.com
http://spiritofboise.com
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
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 Directions to Aurora Jet Center

 • I-5 going South take exit 282A and follow Hubbard Hwy down to  
 Keil Rd on the left. Turn there and follow around curves to the very  
	 first	parking	lot,	Red	Gate,	you	will	see	the	Jet	Center	right	there.	
 
• I-5 going North take Donald/Aurora exit and turn right at stop sign. Follow 
Ehlen Road all the way to Hubbard Hwy and turn left at signal. Go down to 
Keil	Rd	on	right	and	turn.		Follow	around	curves	to	first	parking	lot,	Red	Gate.
 
• From Newberg take Hwy 219 toward St. Paul and turn left at McKay Rd. It 
will become Ehlen Rd. Follow all the way to Hubbard Hwy and turn left at 
signal.	Go	to	Keil	Rd	and	turn	right,	first	parking	lot	on	right,	Red	Gate.
 
• From Canby take Hwy 99 south. Turn right on 1st Street. Turn right on Airport 
Road. Turn left on Keil Road. Go all the way down to the Red Gate and turn in.
 
• From Salem take Hwy 99 north. Turn left on Main Street, then turn left on 1st 
Street. Turn right on Airport Road. Turn left on Keil Road. Go to Red Gate and 
turn in.

Walk in the main gate and go toward the back of the building to a 
set of stairs and go up to the conference room.

Lost: Call Cheryl Isaacs at 971-226-7239.

October WAS Meeting is a 
potluck!

Next WAS meeting will be Oct. 3, 
10:00 AM at the Aurora Jet Center

Please bring a dish or two to share with the group.

See you on
October 3 at 
10:00 AM

A new crop of HAB pilots emerge
A couple of days before the 

beginning of the ATI Northwest Art 
& Air Festival Becky Hebda, from 
Lake Oswego, took a check ride with 
designated examiner Kay West. The 
results were not surprising, Becky 
earned her private pilot certificate. 
There was only one problem, she did 
it just before the biggest rally in Or-
egon. The other pilots were not going 
to let this milestone go unnoticed. 
At the communal tailgate mulitple 
bottles of champagne were used in 
the initiation process. Jason Fast, 
photo on right, was kind enough to 
use water, but he was sneaky. He 
offered Becky a congratulatory hug 
and then dumped the bottle on her. 

Welcome to the piloting commu-
nity, Becky!

Another milestone reached

Taking a check ride for his commercial 
license was one the newest members of 
WAS, Kearney Davis, from Battleground, 
Washington. He completed his check ride 
with Kay prior to the rally, also. He did man-
age to avoid the initiation process. No one is 
sure how he pulled that off. 

Congratulations, Kearney!
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For many years local balloon-
ists have been invited to fly out of 
the Rock of Ages Valley View Re-
tirement Community southwest of 
McMinnville the second weekend in 
August. There was a two-year break, 
but an invitation to fly at The Valley 
View Air Show came in at the last 
minute this year. Those of us who 
did not already have commitments 
jumped at the opportunity to fly there 
again. The setting for the community 
is on a hillside with a lovely meadow 
in front. The meadow makes a per-
fect launch site. 

The air show started off with a 
balloon launch, but also included 
breakfast, model RC aircraft show, 
a car show, horse and wagon rides, 
a kids “village” including lots of 
fun things including a long and very 
steep water slide, bouncy house and 
activity booths. The one-day event 
concluded with a Southern/Country 
Gospel and Bluegrass concert.

Only five pilots were able to 
make it to the airshow this year. They 
were Dale Justice; Laura Hancock; 
Becky Hebda and her instructor, 
Chris Whitfield; and Tim Gale. Of 
the four balloons present only Becky 
and Tim free flew. Laura stayed back 
to do an inflation demonstration and 
a meet and greet with the spectators.

Rebecca was eager to get in an-
other flight before her private check-
ride in two weeks time. Tim and I 
on the other hand were renewing an 
old acquaintance. Five years ago a 
man named Ray Reimer had booked 
a flight with us. He had intended 
to propose to his wife while aloft. 
Mother Nature made him alter those 
plans since it was too windy to fly 
that day. This time Ray was planning 
a special 5th year anniversary surprise 
for his wife. (Not the 5th anniversary 
of their marriage, but the 5th anniver-
sary of the day he popped the ques-
tion.)

The winds usually take the bal-

loons in a southerly direction, but 
not this year. Instead we headed in 
the opposite direction. Once Tim 
cleared the forested 
hill directly north of 
the launch site, there 
were lots of harvested 
grass seed fields. Tim 
picked a particularly 
large one with good 
access. The landowner 
was delighted to have 
us drop in on him. I 
offered that we could 
walk the balloon over 
to the edge of the field 
to retrieve it. He said, 
“You can’t hurt this 
field now. Go ahead and drive on it.” 
He didn’t have to ask twice. 

Valley View Air Show 2015
by Shari Gale

Once we were back at the launch 
site Ray surprised his wife again with 
two-dozen gorgeous red roses. I won-

der what he’s going to 
do to celebrate their 
actual anniversary this 
year? 

It was wonderful 
being back at Valley 
View. The event coor-
dinator said she wants 
to invite us all back 
again next year. I hope 
the invitation comes 
out soon enough that 
more of us can fit the 
event into our sched-

ules. This is an event 
that is worth nurturing. 

Ray & Kristi after the flight.

Laura Hancock elected to stay on the launch field for a meet and greet with the spectators. As you can 
see this is a great launch field. Photo by Dale Justice. 

A special thank you to Dale Justice and Pasha Luber for once again 
proofing this newsletter. Their help is greatly appreciated! 
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The 8th Loose Goose Balloon 
Rally was held at the Evergreen 
Aviation and Space Museum in 
McMinnville, Oregon. It is great that 
the event has been able to continue 
despite some financial issues at the 
museum.  This year turned out to be 
a perfect, even spectacular weekend.

We, myself and some of our 
California crew…more on Linda’s 
absence later…arrived Friday after-
noon surviving a driving rainstorm 
with plenty of thunder and lightning. 
The forecast was for improving 
conditions during the weekend…we 
hoped so. One of the pilots stopped 
by our encampment in the evening so 
we got the word on the briefing time 
and could (painfully) set our alarm 
clocks.

As forecasted the weather had 
improved substantially overnight 
with a mix of sun and clouds and 
light winds. We had several of our 
more recent crew additions (last 
year) show up in the morning with 
some of their interested friends. With 
no sponsors or docents assigned to 
fly with us we were able to fly some 
new and old crew members with 
a hop to swap out fuel and more 
passengers. At one point Alan was 
eyeing one field as a possible land-
ing area, but kept wondering why it 
looked so dark. As they descended it 
was quickly determined that the field 
was being sprayed with liquefied ma-
nure…burn baby, burn. As the flight 
continued the chase crew became 
concerned as the flight path turned 
east heading for the Willamette Riv-
er. As our route turned us on Wheat-
land Ferry Road, we became more 

concerned. I wasn’t sure if the ferry 
was open yet for the day and I knew 
that river crossings are very limited 
on the Willamette. Thankfully, Alan 
found a perfect field just about ¼ 
mile before the river. After packing 
up we checked with a local resident 
to find and thank the landowner. “He 
lives in the nicest, white farmhouse 
on the main road,” was the response.  
We found the house, but had to leave 
the landowner appreciation flight 
raffle ticket when we didn’t get an 
answer at the door. We enjoyed a 
nice group tailgate in the picnic area 
of the museum before a quiet after-
noon of R&R (read: “balloon nap.”)

Saturday evening was the sched-
uled balloon glow and after a couple 
(more?) years of bad glow weather, 
this year was perfect. A total of five 
balloons gave the assembled crowd 

Loose Goose, McMinnville, 2015
       by Alan Brandt

a great show. The highlight for me 
(and I’m sure them as well) was 
Tim and Shari Gale’s new envelope, 
Knight-N-Gale, which glowed for the 
first time. Now, quick back to the RV 
and bed before someone sees us and 
wants help packing up in the dark.

Sunday was just a perfect fly day.  
The winds were so light and vari-
able that many of the balloons were 
able to make multiple passes around 
the museum and the 747 parked out 
front…and the one parked on top of 
the water park. Mothra made two 
passes, landing in the back parking 
lot for a passenger swap then back 
around the buildings to land on the 
front launch field. After another great 
group tailgate brunch we were able 
to spend some time touring the mu-

Continued on page 7
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seum buildings with some of 
the passes that Alan got in the 
pilot goodie bag.

Again, it was a wonderful 
event.  Great weather, good 
food, friends and a spectacu-
lar venue made the weekend 
very special. Our thanks to 
the balloonmeister, Laura 
Hancock, all the sponsors, 
and certainly not least, the 
host, the Evergreen Aviation 
and Space Museum for all the 
memories.

Any of our pictures from 
this event were taken by Brian and Corky Fisher, our crew 
from California (Mojave Desert to be more precise.)  Linda 
is currently on safari in Africa and I can assure you that she 
is taking plenty of pictures.

Loose Goose
Continued from page 6

All photos for this story by 
Brian & Corky Fisher
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deMontgolfier Luck Holds
at the 8th Annual Loose Goose Balloon Rally

We were very fortunate to host 
a special guest the weekend of the 
Loose Goose Rally in McMinnville 
this year. Our guest was 14 year old 
Vivien deMontgolfier Bensussan. He 
is the grandson of our friend Estelle 
deMontgolfier who spoke to our 
balloon club several times over the 
years. Vivien’s visit 
was in the planning 
for about two years. 
His grandmother 
passed away in 
November 2013. 
One of her dearest 
wishes was for Vivi-
en to come to the 
United States and 
immerse himself in 
the language and 
culture. Estelle had 
a group of friends 
here in Oregon who 
made her wish their 
mission. Our part was to take Vivien 
on a hot air balloon ride. Over the 
years we’d taken up his grandmother, 
his uncle and his sister.

I was very anxious about the 
weather. I kept bugging my meteo-
rologist friend, Dave Sweeney, to 
see if the predicted rain would hold 
off long enough for us to fly Vivien 
on Friday morning. I sent him text 
messages often enough that he actu-
ally included me in his Internet video 
forecast on Thursday evening. We 
were out to dinner with Vivien when 
the video notice came through on my 

phone. Dave said, “If you are plan-
ning on flying in a hot air balloon in 
McMinnville in the morning, Shari, 
there’s a 50/50 chance the rain will 
hold off until after you have landed.” 
He even said if the flight worked 
I would owe him $20.00. Vivien 
thought the video was extremely fun-

ny. He even imitated 
Dave’s voice when 
he said my name. 
He did it several 
times, laughing out 
loud each time.

Well, Friday 
dawned. The rain 
did hold off. How-
ever, the winds were 
most unfriendly. 
Vivien was very 
disappointed the 
flight did not work 
out. His comment 
was, “I’m the most 

unlucky member of my family!”
We did give him a small taste 

of ballooning since it was educa-
tion day. There were several groups 
of students out on Friday morning. 
We decided to do a partial inflation 
and talk about how the balloon goes 
together and how we inflate it. One 
of our regular crew members, Cody 
Gardner, grew up crewing for Jerry 
Gobet. He knows a lot about our 
sport and since he is only 20 some-
thing I asked Cody to name off the 
various parts of the balloon for the 
students. Cody took that assignment 

and ran with it. I was very impressed 
on the way he dealt with the kids. He 
did a great job.

Still we did nothing more than 
cold pack the envelope. For that mat-
ter we did not even pull it all the way 
out of the bag. We were in front of 
the aviation museum – right in front 
of the Spruce Goose – the grounds-
keepers had recently watered the 
lawn next to the building. We pulled 
out the envelope up to the line the 
sprinklers had created. We did not 
want to get the envelope wet. Even 
though we only partially inflated the 
balloon it still gave the kids an idea 
of how the inflation process works. It 
wasn’t much, but it was something.

After we packed up we all went 
to breakfast. After a very brief rest 
Tim and Vivien headed to the Wings 
and Waves Waterpark along with 
Vivien’s host family, Tony and Mag-
gie. The highlight of the weekend 
looked like it would be the water-
park. Vivien loved it. That afternoon 
he and his host family headed back 
to Portland. We thought that was the 
end of the adventure.

Saturday the weather cooperated. 
Of course, it did. I felt bad for Vivi-
en, but then I got a phone call from 
Tony. He said he was willing to get 
up super early in Portland and drive 
Vivien back out to McMinnville Sun-
day morning if the weather looked 
good. We agreed that we’d call him 
as soon as Tim got a weather report 

by Shari Gale

Vivien deMontgolfier Bensussan, age 14, was 
visiting from  Marseille, France this summer. 

Continued on page 9
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Sunday morning.
It was at that moment that 

Vivien’s luck turned around. Sunday 
morning’s weather looked wonderful. 
We called. Tony & Vivien jumped 
in their car and sped out to Yamhill 
County. The lack of traffic at 5:00 
AM helped them arrive just as we 
started inflating Knight-N-Gale.

Vivien wanted to help with 
the inflation, so we put him on the 
mouth. He was all smiles.

Tim loaded Vivien and Tony in 
the basket. They flew for well over 
an hour and landed within sight of 
the museum. If you look at Tim’s 
flight track they zig zagged across 
the museum grounds and around the 
McMinnville Airport for most of 
their flight. 

Of all the flights we’ve given to 
the deMontgolfier family over the 

deMontgolfier Luck Holds
continuted from page 8

years I think Vivien’s was the best. 
The weather was perfect. Flying 
from in front of the museum com-
plex, hopping over a 747, ducking 
in behind the rocket museum, hang-
ing out over the airport, landing in 
a huge grass seed field, and finally 
getting to ride back in the back of a 
real American pickup made this a 
memorable flight. 

I’m so happy that Tony took the 
extra effort to get Vivien to McMin-
nville on Sunday morn-
ing. It is a treasured 
memory for all of us.

A huge thank you 
goes to Laura Hancock 
and the Evergreen Avia-
tion & Space Museum 
staff for organizing this 
event. We are privileged 
to fly here.

Upper right photo: Education day at the 8th Annual Loose Goose Balloon Rally. Vivien helped with the 
partical cold pack of the envelope. 

Middle right photo: Sunday morning Vivien got a real hands on experience with the inflation.

Lower right photo: Vivien, his host Tony, and Tim were all smiles upon landing.

Upper photo: Vivien begged to be allowed to ride back to the museum complex in the back of a “real 
American pickup truck.” It was an unexpected request, but understandable for a 14-year old boy’s 
perspective. Cody Gardner and Tim volunteered to ride in back with him. 

All photos for this story by Shari Gale
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8th Annual Loose Goose Balloon Rally

Photo above by Barry Reid. All other photos by Shari Gale.

Mother Goose, otherwise known as Laura 
Hancock, took off with the Wings and Waves 
Waterpark behind her. This rally offers 
incredible photo opportunites. 

This was Knight-N-Gale’s first nightglow. We were pleased with the result!

The two 747’s and the museum buildings as seen from near the airport. 

The reflections in the museum windows are 
always dramatic. 
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The ATI Northwest Art and Air 
Festival in Albany, Oregon has just 
completed another very successful 
weekend of flying and all sorts of ad-
ditional fun activities.

My California crew (from the 
McMinnville event) had decided to 
stay around and help at their second 
Oregon event. May have had some-
thing to do with me locking the gate 
to make sure they couldn’t leave until 
all our work was done.

Alan had offered and was tagged 
as one of the media flight pilots to fly 
on Thursday. Good grief, this could 
be a 4 day event and I’m getting too 
old for that. The morning dawned 
clear with overcast expected as the 
day wore on. The winds were light 
blowing to the south (our normal 
direction) and with the overcast 
staying high we were able to fly a 
couple of passengers from one of the 
local sponsors. With light winds, the 
hour plus flight got them about five 

miles with an easy landing in one of 
our large grass seed fields.  It was an 
easy pack up and short trip back to 
the park. A quick ceremony and toast 
and we were done for the day…

But wait, there’s more. Today 
and today only let’s inflate another 
envelope. Seems that Alan had just 
finished some major repairs to Free 
Spirit (Dana Thornton) and needed 
to do a test inflation. We headed for 
the shop and deciding that it was a 

bit breezy on the hill took 
the envelope back to the 
launch field. We found Chris 
Whitfield’s crew waiting for 
Chris to return from propane 
so we convinced them to 
help us with the inflation. 
Being the Balloonmeister for 
the weekend Chris wanted 
to know what this unap-
proved use of the field was, 
but with his crew already 
involved he jumped in to 
help and soon the inspection 
was complete, needed fixes 
noted and everything packed 
up. Are we done yet? Finally 
Thursday afternoon during 
our balloon naps the rest of 

our guests arrived at the homestead.  
Two couples crewing for Mariposa II 
(Don and Linda Heisig) from Holt, 
Ca. were RVing in our RV park.  
Time for an early night…gonna be a 
long weekend.

On Friday the overcast was fore-
cast again, but held until much later. 
Despite a rather spirited liftoff by 
Mark Trujillo in iSOAR carrying the 
American flag, the winds were light 
and we made the same 5 mile flight 
only to the other side of the freeway. 

Another easy retrieval and pack up 
got us back to the pilot/crew hospi-
tality area for another ceremony and 
a chance to graze some wonderful 
tailgate offerings. For the evening we 
decided on a crew dinner (pilot free) 
at our local sports bar, Humpty’s 
Dump…yes, really. The pilots actu-
ally did arrive for dinner there also, 
but only after we had paid the tab 
and were on the way out. We didn’t 
make it out to the field for the sched-
uled glow and I didn’t hear anything 
about it. Maybe someone else will 
have a comment on the evening’s 
festivities…sleep is not overrated for 
us old folks.

Saturday morning was bright and 
clear with some good winds expected 
to come up as the morning wore 
on. Some pilots decided on break-
fast rather than flight while the rest 

NW Art & Air Festival, Albany, 2015
     by Alan Brandt

Continued on page 12
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took to the skies for a longer trip south than on most days 
here in the valley.  Mothra’s flight was an hour and a half 
and we were probably about 15 miles from the field. The 
landing, at about 8 mph, was standup but the wind quickly 
scoured out the air leaving the envelope about as flat as 
it could get. Access and pack up were quickly completed 
and we made the drive back to Timber Linn Park. One of 
the two propane trucks had broken that morning so I was 
stuck in the line for quite some time. Everyone else seemed 
to enjoy the tailgate spreads that abounded in the hospi-
tality area. Suggestion:  Put one of the porta potties near 
the propane area for those of us stuck in the line.  The car 
show and art booths were both fun as usual. As the after-
noon winds came up as expected, they brought with them 
a lot of the smoke from the wildfires in central and eastern 
Oregon. It became very hazy and the sun turned an incred-
ible red color at sunset. We were wondering if it would be 
clear enough to fly in the morning. I didn’t make it to the 
concert…”You are getting sleepy” kept popping into my 
head. Since Mariposa II had not flown in the morning, the 
crew got out all the tailgate goodies and we enjoyed a nice 
tailgate dinner on our lawn…Now I am sleepy.

Sunday was warm and very, very hazy. Really didn’t 
see a sun disk for a couple of hours after sunrise. It was 
determined that visibility was OK for flight and soon all 
the balloons…at least I think it was all of them, were 
launching in the light yet steerable winds. The main track 
was north for a change, but there were also some south, 
west and east layers. Several of the balloons made one or 
more returns to the field. Considering the sky conditions, if 
you let the balloon get too far away, then all you could see 
was a black dot…they all looked alike…or is that just my 
big, black floaters I’m seeing? Well, yes, they are big black 
floaters. Mothra stayed on a northerly track with Alan at-
tempting to land at the house. After an extended, but slow, 
flight they finally landed in Jefferson…near our house, but 
I couldn’t go home yet. We got packed up and back to the 
park before they closed the hosted pilot/crew breakfast…
yippee! And then we were done…in more ways than one.

As always our thanks to Chris Whitfield, the spon-
sors, the city of Albany, all the volunteers, pilots, crew and 
everyone who worked so hard to make this a great event 
again this year. Keep up the good work.

Until 2016,
Alan Brandt

NW Art & Air Festival, Albany, 2015
Continued from page 11

Editor’s Note: It’s good to have Alan Brandt back at work writing articles 
for this newsletter. It is refreshing to get another voice reporting on the local 
ballooning activites. Thank you, Alan.

Another thank you goes to Corky Fisher who took all the photographs for 
this story. Your efforts are appreciated.

The balloon above is named Gary’s Balloon. It’s owned by Gary 
Morgan who traveled all the way from New Hampshire to fly in Albany. 
He’s on a cross-country odyssey flying in balloon rallies along the way. 
His assessment of flying in the Willamette Valley, “It’s so easy it is almost 
boring. When you fly in New Hampshire you have to land in parking lots 
or streets. There aren’t any big, open valleys anywhere in the state.”
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The 16th Annual ATI Northwest 
Art & Air Festival took place the 
fourth weekend of August. As usual 
we launched from Timber Linn Park. 
This year we were joined by three 
special shape balloons: Betty Jean 
the butterfly, Smokey Bear, and Jo-

elly the bee. Smokey Bear was a very 
appropriate participant considering 
all the wildfires currently consum-
ing thousands of acres of forest and 
grass lands in the western states. 
The smoke from those fires filled the 
Willamette Valley on Saturday after-
noon, and was still visible on Sunday 
morning.

I’m getting ahead of myself, 
however. I should go back to Fri-
day’s flight. The winds were a little 
brisk, but they did not inhibit flying 
balloons. Everyone headed south. 
Some of the farmers were out spread-
ing lime already. There were huge 

white clouds of 
lime heading south 
right along with us. 
Luckily, it was easy 
to climb above the 
cloud, and the lime 
dust landed before 
we did. 

Friday night 
we ventured back 
to the park for the 
nightglow. We were 
assigned a launch 
site on the north 
side of the field. We 
got the winds first. 
Tim tried to tuck 
in behind a tree 
line, but we could 
only move a short 
distance before we 
came to the line of 
spectators camped out in their lawn 
chairs. With two crown lines Tim 
was able to stand up Knight-N-Gale 
and participate in most of the glow. 
Mother Nature only tolerated that for 
about 20 minutes, before she said, 
“Enough!” Down we went. It wasn’t 
long before the other nine balloons 
deflated. The good thing about going 
down first is that you are first in the 
propane line, and first to crawl into 
bed for the night. 

A huge thank you goes out to 
Chris Whitfield for arranging a 
special exit for the balloonists af-
ter the glow. We were able to drive 
out through a mobile home park to 
a street east of Timber Linn Park. 
There’s always a huge traffic jam 
after the glow. The event organizers 

Art & Air Festival — Smokey and Smoky

by Shari Gale

set up a concert before and after the 
glow, but still a majority of specta-
tors pack up to leave as soon as the 
balloons go down. In years past 
we’ve been stuck in a very frustrat-
ingly long line of traffic. This new 
exit strategy is wonderful. Hopefully, 
the people at the mobile home park 
will continue to allow us to use their 
private streets.

After a good night’s sleep we 
went out to the park Saturday morn-
ing to find the winds were quite 
brisk. Several pilots chose to stay on 
the ground. Tim inflated Knight-N-
Gale, but was giving serious con-
sideration to pulling the vent line. 
Ultimately, he chose to fly. He had 
some very nervous first time riders, 
but once he launched they relaxed. 

Each morning during the festival, Mark Trujillo in iSoar, launched first 
while carrying the U.S. flag. You can see the dramatic difference between 
Saturday and Sunday morning’s air quality. (Neither photo was altered in 
any way, but in the second photo the balloon was farther away which 
accentuated the “smoke screen” effect.) Photos by Shari Gale.

Continued on page 14
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He flew well south of the little town 
of Tangent. He glided across a huge 
grass seed field but chose to hop over 
some power lines into the next field. 
It was an older field, which meant the 
grass was better established and there 
was a whole lot less exposed dirt. He 
had a gentle, stand up landing. Our 
passengers were all smiles. 

Late that afternoon the smoke 
from the wildfires came down the 
Columbia River Gorge, took a left 
and filled the Willamette Valley. It 
darkened the skies and filled your 
lungs. There was an outdoor concert 
at the park, but we decided staying 
indoors with closed windows was a 
much better option for us. 

The FAA had designated the 
entire valley IFR Saturday afternoon. 
We went to bed not knowing if we 
would be allowed to fly or not. Luck-
ily, the smoke lifted a little by Sun-
day morning. The Albany area was 
now VFR. The winds were light and 
variable – very light and variable. 
This was a big change from the two 
previous mornings. Several pilots 
boxed back into the launch field. Tim 
flew for well over an hour and landed 
on the far North side of the park. 

I had the luxury of having very 

experienced, intelligent and dedi-
cated crew in Albany. On Saturday 
and Sunday I turned crew chief 
duties over to Leslie Berning. That 
gave me the freedom to roam around 
the launch field taking photos. Since 
she was driving the chase vehicle, I 
talked a crewmember, Jim Churchill, 
into being my chauffer. On Sunday, 
instead of following Knight-N-Gale 
Jim and I headed over to Timber 
Linn Lake. Soon after Tim launched 
the winds had changed and I saw 
several balloons heading to the lake 
for a splash ‘n’ dash. We arrived in 
time to watch more than one balloon 
dip in. Well, at least one dunked, but 
the majority just dipped. There are so 
many ducks living in that lake that 
getting too close to the water is not a 
good idea!

The smoky skies created some 
dramatic photos with a bright red 
sun in the background. Other photos 
would have been a lot better without 
the dark grey haze. 

As always the Albany event is 
one of the highlights of the balloon 
season here in Oregon. A big thank 
you goes out to Chris Whitfield, his 
volunteers, and the Parks and Recre-
ation staff in Albany. It’s a well-run 
rally. All the little things have been 
considered and dealt with prior to 
our arrival in town. Their efforts are 
appreciated.

Notice how the balloons in the background are all leaning in because of the 
wind. Kay West’s balloon in the back on the right was behind a tree line. The 
balloons in the foreground had a wind break created by us. We were glad to be 
of service. Photo by Karla Boren. 

Art & Air Festival
Continued from page 13

Photos above by Shari Gale
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2015 ATI Northwest Art & Air Festival

The two photos above by sponsor Rich Cassady of Amerigas.

Photo by Dale Justice.

While chatting with Paul Zimick, who crews for Marianne & Bob LeDoux, the worker at the gas station drive-thru on Hwy. 34 was enjoying her early morn-
ing view. The photo on the right shows what she was photographing. Lower three photos by Shari Gale.
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DUATS or Not DUATS
by Tim Gale

We have a collection of options 
to get the ‘official’ briefing before 
flight. The base option is that phone 
call to 800-WX-BRIEF where you 
get, eventually, a briefer from Lock-
heed Martin from anywhere in the 
U.S. who follows the briefing script 
and gives you the proper informa-
tion. If you’re not into spending time 
on the phone, other options are avail-
able. The FAA has a circular avail-
able: FAA-P-8740-30AFS—(2008) 
for the various formats and such. 
Below are a few of the options and 
flavors:
• The phone call to 800-WX-BRIEF 
— as said above, the Lockheed 
Martin product which replaced our 
local FAA Flight Service briefer a 
couple of decades ago. 

• www.1800wxbrief.com —Another 
Lockheed Martin product. You can 
get an official briefing through this 
site and it records your tail number 
(yeah, we don’t have no stinking 
tail). You’ll need to register with 
your aircraft and certificate data, 
after which you can gain the “legal 
briefing” product. This information 
is fed by the same sources as the 
briefer on the telephone.

• DUATS: www.duats.com — A 

service provided by Computer Sci-
ences Corporation and funded by 
the FAA, as is the Lockheed Martin 
services. 

• Another service, DUAT.com, is no 
longer part of the FAA network. 
Some are attempting to breathe life 
back into the service.

• Foreflight runs on iPhone and is a 
face plate for DUATS. The other 
services above are federally sup-
ported and are available without 
charge. Not so with Foreflight. It 
runs $75 per year, yet offers far 
more, like current sectionals that 
you can download to your device as 
well as airport plates, etc. It’s quite 
airplane oriented, yet is feature rich 
and easy to navigate.

I’ve not done much with the 
800-WX-BRIEF site, yet have seen 
some. I usually use Foreflight and 
don’t need to mess with the DUATS 
interface, yet I do have a login for it 
so here goes:

DUATS —Yes, you need to 
register before using it and get a 
user name and password. Once past 
that hurdle, login and you can look 
through their graphics for weather. 
Across the upper portion of the page, 
you’ll find the pull down menus: 

This is the page showing the briefing request.

Home, Weather, Flight Briefing, Da-
tabase Search, etc.

Go to the Weather tab & pull 
down the menu to select the type of 
briefing. The descriptions are stan-
dard. You’re safe to use the Standard 
Briefing and Low Altitude and click 
[Get Briefing] at the bottom of the 
screen. After a short wait, you’ll be 
blasted with a long bunch of data, 
much of which is irrelevant to our 
paltry low-level and incredibly slow 
flights. At least you’ve got the pack-
age, all of it. It’s true that you can’t 
ask the briefer some of the little 
things, yet with the current contract, 
the whole affair has become a gen-
eral purpose affair designed for the 
majority, not us in LTA. As a help, at 
the top of the briefing sheet, you’ll 
find a series of tabs that perform an 
auto scroll down to the varies cat-
egories. Once you’re on the briefing 
sheet, scan for what you need. You 
might even save the page for your 
records to prove you’ve sought a 
briefing. Saving is a bit redundant 
as the transaction where you gained 
the page is retained on the (I believe) 
FAA server.

1800WXBRIEF — Again, you’ll 
need to register as a user to log-on. 
Once that task is complete and you’re 
on the Home page, select Flight Plan-
ning & Briefing / Briefings, Flight 
Plans and NavLogs to get to a brief-
ing request page. From this point, 

1800WXBRIEF 
and DUATS are 
similar. You’ll 
need a departure 
and destination 
airport (they can 
be the same), 
Type of aircraft 
(BALL), etc. I 
tried for a brief-
ing yet got lost 
in the fixed wing 
forms. DUATS 
is less rigid. To 
the left are some 
screen shots for 
the DUATS login 
for reference.

Home Page: After your login.

Page navigation aid. 

http://www.1800wxbrief.com
http://www.duats.com
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2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($15) ❏  Individual ($15) ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver
AeroStats is a monthly 

publication 
of the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
La Jolla, flown by Dale Justice, was backlit by the sun filtered through a lot of smoky haze 
created by wildfires in the eastern part of the state during the ATI Northwest Art and Air 
Festival in Albany, Oregon.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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