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Happy Birthday!

2016 WAS Officers
President: 
Michelle Gouldsmith 
mgouldsmith@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Justin Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

Others

Newsletter Editor: 
Shari Gale
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Activities Director: 
Pasha Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

WAS website: 
http://www.wasballoon.info

Shari Gale 8/4
Matt Webster 8/7
Pat Bowen 8/11
Pasha Luber 8/13
Greg Schofield 8/13
Terri Schofield 8/14
Laurance Dushane 8/18
Bill Woodhead 8/21
Lu Samuels 8/23
Robert Prinslow 8/27
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The next WAS meeting will be in the 
Fall after the flying season is over. 

Until then have fun with your 
ballooning friends on the 

launch field.
See you there!
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

September 9-11, 2016
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-11, 2016
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 16-18, 2016
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of 
Comm.
530-233-4434

September 17, 2016
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
Contact: Mark Trujillo
marktrujillo@comcast.net

August 13, 2016
Valley View Air Show
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Sheila Shelby
sheilas@onlinemac.com

August 20-21, 2016
Loose Goose
McMinnville, OR

August 26-28, 2016
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 4, 2016
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.net
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 2-5, 2016
The Alvord Playa Rally & 
Campout
Contact: Cheryl Isaacs 
971-226-7239
mc.isaacs@frontier.com

September 23-25, 2016
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

Montague Balloon Fair
September 23-25, 2016
Montague, CA
Check out their Facebook page for 
more information

October 1-9, 2016
Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
http://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 12-16, 2016
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

Without you
these pages are 

blank!
Please send your stories or 

photos to Shari Gale at: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Thank you!

Join the fun. Local balloonists have been invited to fly out of the 
Rock of Ages Valley View Retirement Community just outside of 
McMinnville on Saturday, August 13th. Pilots and crew will be 
offered breakfast and T-shirts. The pilot will be reimbursed for 
propane. If you want to participate, please contact Sheila Selby, 
sheilas@onlinemac.com

Valley View Air Show
August 13, 2016, McMinnville, Oregon 

Cancelled

mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:sheilas@onlinemac.com
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A Tribute to Our Own Steve Hays

Steve Hays 
July 10, 1948 - July 26, 2016 

Steve was a pilot, crew member and 
WAS member. He will be missed by a lot 
of people here in Oregon. The following 
are tributes written by just a few of his 
friends.

I think Steve was one of the most hon-
orable and kind men I have ever met, his 
contribution to ballooning was certainly 
one of those happy things that made the 
sport fun. 

And, being a Texan, he was pretty 
tough.  I was standing next to him when 
the tongue of a balloon trailer (an AX-10, 
by the way) fell on his foot, he never said 
a word…. (however appropriate a few 
words might have been at the time, as it 
turned out there were broken bones).  

I am going to hold Steve in my heart 
forever…. I think anyone who knew him 
will feel the same.

Travel well Steve,
Roger Anderson

One of my best times with Steve was 
when he and I flew in Albuquerque and at 
the same time we said, “We need to learn 
to fly. This is too much fun to just stay on 
the ground all the time.”  We both did that 
later on and he was always there with a 
smile whether he was crewing or flying.  

Steve was one of the BEST and he will be 
missed always.

Cheryl Isaacs

One morning, a long time ago, Steve 
was my crew chief.   I was standing inside 
the envelope, going to re-tape some turning 
vent line.  I was using my brand new Leath-
erman tool, with a very sharp knife, to cut 
away the old black tape.  

Needless to say, (my history with sharp 
objects) that the knife slipped and did a 
really good job of slicing into my finger.

Steve was up at the top of the balloon, 
looked in at my cry of surprise and saw me 
bleeding on the balloon.  He quickly tossed 
me one of his gloves to put around my finger 
to stop the flow of blood.  

Later, at the emergency room, I took 
the glove off my hand to find out it was his 
glove missing the fingers.  :)

Something we laughed at the irony of, 
later.  

He was such a good-hearted, dear 
person. Sad to have him moving on so 
soon. But we will remember!

Kelly Haverkate

Every time I saw Steve Hays, he always 
greeted me with a “Tammy SUUUUEEE...” 
- even though that wasn’t my name.  We 
would both laugh as I responded with a 
“what’s up Steve-O?”.   

Many (many!) times Steve was asked 
to help with something — anything — for a 
friend or someone he had just met.  Steve’s 
response was always “no problem.”  If you 
asked if he could fix a tire, Steve would say, 
“sure, no problem,” crew last minute “no 
problem,” ummm... how about putting the 
fully loaded trailer back on the hitch after 
it popped off, even though the truck is a lot 
higher than the hitch on the trailer?  Again, 
Steve would respond with a smile and a “no 
problem” and of course follow through and 
get it done!  

I’ll miss Steve’s “Tammy Suuuueee” 
greetings, hugs, hearty laugh and generous 
smile!  Take care, Steve-O!

Tammy Moore
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Please join us for a memorial flight for Steve Hays
Wednesday, September 7, 6:30 AM

Sportsman Airpark, Newberg, Oregon
The two balloons Steve worked with the 

most will fly that morning in tribute to Steve.  
They will drop rose petals rather than ashes.  

There will be a potluck tailgate party 
following the flights at about 8:00 AM, 

complete with guacamole (but not nearly as 
good as what Steve made), 

hugs (there again, not nearly as good as the 
ones Steve could give), and lots of fond 
rememberances of a very special man.

Photos on page 4 and 5 contributed by Dale Justice, Carmen Blakely, Edie Stoakes, Tammy Moore, and Laura Hancock.
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The Benton County Historical Museum in Philomath, Oregon put to-
gether a celebration of flight in conjunction with their First Annual Family 
Day. The day featured many aviation related attractions including a helicop-
ter, model airplanes, drone flights and of course, the first form of manned 
flight; the hot air balloon. Dale Justice gave tether rides as long as Mother 
Nature allowed. Terri Schofield had the Party Panda balloon cold inflated so 
kids could walk inside, and Greg Schofield gave some basket/burner time to 
kids as well. Mark Trujillo had a weather station set up. 

Winds cut the tether rides short, and even affected the cold air inflation. 
The day was a successful venture for the museum. They introduced their 
facility to many new families who had never taken time to visit before. By 
11:00 AM when the balloonists left they had over 500 people, and well over 
1,000 by the end of the day. 

The museum staff are planning another event for next year. The theme 
will be “Around the World in 80 Countries,” which will tie into an exhibit 
they will have going at the same time. 

Terri coordinated the WAS involvement in the event. She received a 
very nice thank you note from the museum staff. WAS members, also, want 
to say thank you to Terri as well as to Greg, Dale, Mark, Mary Heath and 
Michelle Gouldsmith. It was a job well done.

If you want to read what the local newspaper, The Philomath Express, 
printed about the event, please go to:
http://www.gazettetimes.com/philomathexpress/local/museum-s-fam-
ily-day-takes-visitors-to-new-heights/article_a8801867-0d33-5660-
a391-ee5c4cb3a0a8.html
(Oh, and be sure to check out the photo the newspaper ran at the top 
of their article.)

Up, Up, and Away Family Day at the Museum
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After the end of the 2014 fly-
ing season Tim and I knew it was 
time to say good-bye to our be-
loved Checkmate. We had so many 
wonderful memories tied to this 
envelope it wasn’t an easy pro-
cess, yet we were excited to send 

Checkmate back to the factory to be 
“reskinned.” 

In November we received the 
new envelope in a brand new bag 
and all the old fabric in the original 
envelope bag. That was a surprise. 
We had no idea what to do with so 
much “dead” fabric. 

As Mary Gobet so said: “When 
a car is no longer drivable it is sent 
to the dump, wrecking yard or just 
rusts out in the field somewhere. 
Sometimes it is parted out. What 
happens to a balloon when it is no 
longer flyable? You hand it to an 
artist with a lot of imagination.”

Mary was that artist. 
We gave her everything except 

for the N number and one of the 
knights. Shortly afterwards she went 
to work. The process was not easy, 
nor was it fast.

What’s That Smell?

First came the “Ripping Party.” 
She invited several friends over to 
take off the load tapes and other 
bindings. (Mary puts on some fun 
parties, but I was very happy I did 
not receive an invitation to this one.)

The next step was washing all 
that fabric. To be completely honest, 
Checkmate had a horrible case of 
“bag breath.” Mary did lots and lots 
of washing in an attempt to get rid 
of the smell. This was probably the 
most necessary step of all.

Once Mary could stand to handle 
the fabric for a prolonged period of 
time she used a hot knife to square 
up and seal all the edges of each 
panel, and tossed the fabric into 
the dryer to warm it up. She then 
folded it up in nice, neat packages. 
The last step in the process was to 
put the fabric in large storage bags 
and dump fragrance beads on top in 
her continuing battle with the “old” 
smell. 

An Unusual Canvas

Mary’s first project with the 
Checkmate fabric was to make walls 
for a tent she uses at Renaissance 
Fairs and other community events. 
She creates and sells beaded works 
of art. (Check out her work at: http://
www.beyondmirays.com.)

She took five white panels 
which were at least seven feet long 

Transforming Checkmate to Shark Bait
Old balloons can have a second chance at life
By Shari Gale with inspiration from Mary Gobet and Laura Hancock

Eventually Checkmate became a “sinker” not a 
“floater.” She had flown so high and so well for 
many years. It was sad to say good-bye. At that 
time we had no idea she would continue to live 
on in other forms.

Continued on page 8
Ripping apart the old envelope was a necessary first step, but it would have hurt to watch the process.

http://www.beyondmirays.com
http://www.beyondmirays.com
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and stitched them together using a 
regular sewing machine. She used 
a ladder and a washtub to dye the 
bottom of the panels green. She then 
made transparencies from a favorite 
adult coloring book. After taping the 
fabric to a wall, Mary projected the 
design on to the panels. She slowly 
traced the scene using a Sharpie pen. 
The last step was to add grommets, 
and her tent walls were done. 

During this first project she 
learned old polyester balloon fabric 
was hard to dye evenly. The coating 
was still intact in some areas, which 
made the dying inconsistent. The 
good news is the Sharpie ink had no 
problem soaking into the fabric.

With one project done Mary 
wasn’t ready to stop yet. She want-
ed to use the intact parachute top to 
make a roof for her dome-shaped 
tent. A plain old red roof was not 
what she had in mind. She wanted to 
add white dots to the fabric to give 
it the appearance of a fantasy mush-
room. (I did mention that Mary has a 
vivid imagination, didn’t I?)

Mary discovered the fabric used 
in the parachute top gave her more 
of a fight. Her first attempt was to 
take white fabric from other sections 
of the balloon and use glue called 
“Tack It Over And Over.” It’s special 
glue that is a lot like the glue found 
on Post-It notes. It is designed to 
be placed and remove several times 
over a long period of time without 
leaving any residue. Mary uses this 
glue for costume pieces that need to 
be removed before washing the main 
garment. She quickly found the glue 
does not work on coated polyester 
balloon fabric. Instead of spreading 
in a thin layer like it does on normal 
fabric, it pooled, and just stuck to 
itself. Regular glue did not work ei-
ther. Neither did paint which pooled 
worse than the first glue she tried. 
She finally had to use a decoupage 
technique. She didn’t end up with 

the exact look she 
wanted, but her 
persistence paid 
off as you can see 
from the photos on 
the next page.

Once the tent 
was completed 
Mary learned an-
other lesson: A bal-
loon still wants to 
fly. She may have 
cut it up and sewn 
it back together in 
the shape of a tent, 
but Checkmate is 
still a balloon at 
heart.

Mary said, 
“The inaugural 
flight of the Mush-
room vendor tent 
was awesome and 
terrifying at the 
same time. The 
event was the Or-
egon Renaissance 
Faire at the Clack-
amas County Fair-
grounds in Canby, 
Oregon. Rain was 
slated for the day. 
No problem, my core vendor tent is 
totally built for the rain. The Mush-
room was just a skin over the core 
tent.

“Around 12 noon a thunder-
storm rolled in. It was a very strong 
and low storm. It is very rare for 
Oregon, let alone the valley, to get 
one of these. The lightening was 
striking the ground. The entire faire 
was evacuated into a large barn for 
safety. Most of us vendors decided 
to stay with our product and not 
abandon it. During this time the 
mushroom top and the walls were 
trying to fly. Since the mushroom 
top is tied down to the core tent it 
was trying to lift it up. I kept hold-
ing the frame to determine just how 
much lift was I getting. The storm 
lasted about 15 to 20 minutes. 

“Money wise the event was suc-
cessful. But my lesson learned was 

In these two photos you can see how Mary dyed the fabric at the bottom 
and applied the drawing using a sharpie pen.

Checkmate to Shark Bait
Continuted from page 7

to cut vents in the mushroom top 
and to stake the core tent down more 
securely. Checkmate still wants to 
fly.”

Becoming A Pirate

Mary’s awesome Ren Fair tent 
was complete, but Mary has more 
than one interest in life. She, also, 
loves pirate festivals. 

While the white fabric and 
parachute top were used in making 
the tent, there was still a lot of red 
fabric stored in the bags. With this in 
mind Mary joined forces with Laura 
Hancock, Spencer Samuels (aka: 
Captain Wesley Finn) and Christina 
Samuels (First Mate the Lady Squir-
rel), Gerald Bales and others who 
have been working on a pirate ship 

Continued on page 9
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over the last three years. 
Every year the ship, Shark Bait, grows a little more. The first 

year it was just some scrap wood and a sheet. Now, with the creativ-
ity, skill (and shop) of the captain’s father, Sam, plus the hard work, 
money and commitment of its first mate and crew, the Shark Bait 
has grown to a 45’ x 16’ three-masted schooner with cannons and 
beautiful red sails.

Mary used Checkmate’s fabric for those sails. The main sail is 
35 feet tall, and the sails stand out in more than one way. Those sails 
add a touch of class to Shark Bait. It’s definitely within reason to say 
it is the coolest pirate ship to ever grace the fields of Lebanon’s Sea 
Dog Nights and Gypsy Festival in mid-July.  

Is Mary done? You’ve got to be kidding! She plans to use more 
fabric for backdrop walls, a sunshade, and another vendor tent skin 
in the shape of a jellyfish. Koh Murai contributed a maroon ground 
cloth to Mary, and that fabric will be given a second life as well. 
Mary is just starting to roll in this new world of transforming dead 
balloons into useful items. As Mary said, “No longer do they have to 

be Zombies rotting in a bag.”

Checkmate to Shark Bait
Continuted from page 8

Here are three different views of the Mushroom ventor tent. 
You can easily see all the hard work Mary Gobet put into 
the transformation of Checkmate. She gave a second life to 
all that old balloon fabric. 

Meet Shark Bait! This is the pirate schooner 
created by Captain Wesley Finn (Spencer 
Samuels) and his first mate Lady Squirrel 
(Christina Samuels) as seen above. As you 
can see the bottom of the boat was “stolen” 
by some dasterdly pirate, but Shark Bait still 
sails on to pirate festivals annually.

It takes about 8 hours to assemble the pirate 
ship. Several strong sailers with screw-
drivers in hand do the work. 

Checkmate’s sails add an irresistable flair, 
making this the coolest pirate ship around.

Photos in this story by Mary Gobet, Laura 
Hancock and Gerald Bales. 
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Join WAS today!
There’s an application on the next page.

Keep your summer ballooning 
experience in focus.

I’ve been thinking about the 
difference between a small town 
balloon rally and one held in a large 
urban area. The differences are 
striking.

Glowing & Unrestricted Access

I’ll state right here that I do 
not like to have the public up close 
to the balloons during a glow. We 
are setting up and taking down the 
balloon in the dark. The last thing 
we need is a herd of people near the 
balloon. 

In Prineville there were kids 
playing all over the launch field 
when we arrived. My reaction was 
“Oh, no!” Yet, when an announce-
ment was made for parents to ask 
their kids to leave the field the 
parents immediately responded to 
the request. As it turned out, the 
glow was delayed due to winds so 

more and more kids came back out 
onto the filed. (The lady who was 
throwing out advertising Frisbees 
didn’t help our cause one bit.) When 
we finally started to inflate almost all 
the kids were pulled back away from 
the balloons. 

Urban dwellers? The reaction 
could not have more different. 
Adults and kids crowded right up 
around the balloon. When it was 
time to pull the balloon down a crew 
person tried to move the crowd back 
only to be told to F-off. I also wit-
nessed a teenage boy deliberately 
step on the balloon fabric after the 
balloon was down. He went out 
of his way to do it, and looked me 
square in the eye as he did it. 

Personally, I think the field for 
all glows should be roped off, but if 
we have to do it without restricted 
access then I want to do it in a small 
town.

Dogs

Big town, small town — every-
one loves dogs. Many people seem 
to bring dogs to balloon events even 
though they are asked not to do 
so in newspaper articles and radio 
announcements. Big town, small 
town — dogs are scared by the 
noise of the burners. The difference 
is the attitude of the dog owners. 
When I saw a dog freaking out at 
the Prineville rally I approached the 
lady who was trying to drag the poor 
thing back out from under a pickup 
truck. I told her the burner noise 
hurt his/her ears and the dog would 
probably be a lot happier if she took 
him/her to at least the other side of 
the street. She said, “Thanks!” and 
immediately did it. I got the opposite 
reaction in an almost identical situa-
tion at the big city rally.

A Couple of Random Thoughts On Rallies
By Shari Gale
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2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
WAS was well represented by Carmen Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs, and Dale Justice during the Teton 
Valley Balloon Rally in Driggs, Idaho in July. Photo contributed by Carmen Blakely.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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