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Be Sure To Attend The 
February WAS Meeting!

We will have a very special guest!

Guest Speaker: John Saltenberger, Forest Service Meteorologist
Topic: Boundary Layer Meteorology

Sunday, February 21, 2016, starting at 1:00 PM
Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Road, NE, Aurora, Oregon

Directions to the Jet Center can be found on the WAS website (Welcome page)

It’s a “Snack Potluck.” Please bring a plate of finger food to share. 

Happy Birthday!
Marianne LeDoux 2/1
Jason Fast 2/6
Cheryl Isaacs 2/19
Nanci Murai 2/21

2016 WAS Officers
President: 
Michelle Gouldsmith 
mgouldsmith@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Justin Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

Others

Newsletter Editor: 
Shari Gale
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Activities Director: 
Pasha Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

WAS website: 
http://www.wasballoon.info
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Sunday, January 17, 2016

Present:  Michelle Gouldsmith, President
 Justin Luber, Vice President
 Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
 Pasha Luber, Activities Director
 and 9 additional members
Not present:  Shari Gale, Newsletter Editor

1. Call to order at 1:04 p.m. by Michelle at Aurora 
Jet Center meeting room at the Aurora State Airport.

2. Minutes of the December 13, 2015 meeting were 
moved by Justin and seconded by Bob LeDoux to be 
approved as printed in the January, 2016 newsletter. 
Motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s report -- Dale, as of January 16, 2016
 2016 Members   43
 
 Checking $1081.72
 Savings  105.00
 Cash   7.00
 Total  $1193.72

4. Industry news — Adams Balloons in Albuquerque 
is now owned by Andy Richardson.

5. Events — Lovelock, NV rally in February still has 
some spots available. See the newsletter for infor-
mation.• The usual suspects are preparing for the 
annual trip to Winthrop, WA March 4-6.
• The March Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar in 
Ashland, OR is full, with a waiting list, according to 
Terri Schofield.

6. Michelle presented the Aeronaut of the Year 
Award plaque to Dale Justice (the plaque was not 
available at the Christmas party). Gerald Bales was 

not present, so Dale will take the Crew Person of the 
Year plaque to him.

7. A discussion was held to get ideas for activities 
and goals. Future topics for club meetings should 
focus on safety and education. An unsponsored (by 
WAS) fly-out was suggested to be held during the 
tulip season in April, with a picnic following.

8. A raffle was held for the meeting attendees. 
Cheryl Isaacs, Mary Heath, and Therressa Hasting 
won prizes.

9. Moved by Sue Cunningham and seconded by 
Pasha Luber to adjourn. Passed. The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

July 1-3, 2016
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.
com

July 22-24, 2016
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com

August 20-21, 2016
Loose Goose Balloon Rally
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock
dayshancock@aol.com

August 26-28, 2016
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 4, 2016
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 9-11, 2016
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

February 21, 2016 • 1:00 PM
General WAS Meeting
Special Speaker, John 
Saltenberger, will discuss 
boundary layer meteorology
Aurora Jet Center (see page 2)

March 4-6, 2016
Winthrop Balloon Roundup
Winthrop, WA
http://www.winthropwashington.
com/event/winthrop-balloon-
festival/

March 12, 2016, 11:00 AM
General WAS Meeting
Aurora Jet Center

March 19, 2016
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Talent, OR
There’s a waiting list. Sign up right 
away to get your name on it.
Contact: Terri Schofield
530-598-5667
Tmschofield814@outlook.com

June 24-26, 2016
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
Cindy Padilla, 503-612-8213
http://www.tigardballoon.
org/#about

July 1-3, 2016
3rd Annual Freedom Aloft 
Balloon Rally
Prineville, OR
Contact: Greg Miller
503 510-7835

September 9-11, 2016
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.
com

September 16-18, 2016
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of 
Comm.
530-233-4434

September 23-25, 2016
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

Montague Balloon Fair
September 23-25, 2016
Montague, CA
Check out their Facebook page for 
more information

October 1-9, 2016
Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
http://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 12-16, 2016
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com
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family before continuing on.
We left rain and about 37° 

Thursday, January 14, from Port-
land and arrived in Phoenix to sun 
and 66°. We soon realized that we 
were dressed for Oregon weather 
and needed to shed a few layers. 
Out came the shorts, flip-flops, short 
sleeves, and sunglasses. We toured 
Phoenix for a couple of hours before 
meeting with the family for dinner. 
After dinner we started our trip to 
Lake Havasu.

On the Havasuballoonfest.com 
website, it stated that there would 
be in excess of 50,000 visitors and 
traffic could be an issue. We talked 
to the desk clerk at the hotel and he 
also confirmed that traffic would be 
an issue. We decided we needed to 
get up a little earlier to combat the 
traffic. Friday morning’s alarm came 
way too fast and we headed to the 

field. We got 
there ex-
tremely early 
and found 
ourselves 
with about 30 
other people 
there. The 
sun began 
to come out 
and the sky 
was red and 
pink. With 
no wind, it 
looked to 
be a perfect 
morning. 

About 20 minutes after sunrise, the 
wind picked up and the flights for 
the morning were cancelled.

The pictures that I saw on 
social media of past years were of 
the London Bridge and were some 
amazing shots. Since the flights 
were cancelled and the field looked 
nothing like the London Bridge, we 
ventured out to find a location for 
Saturday’s flight near the bridge. 
The London Bridge is second on the 
list for things to see in Arizona with 
the Grand Canyon being number 
one. In 1971, the London Bridge 
was brought over from London to 
Lake Havasu City and rebuilt. There 
are both American and English flags 
flying from the bridge.

On Friday, I talked to a few 
people and found out that the special 
shapes would be on the field. I still 
really wanted to be near the London 
Bridge for those pictures. Angela 
and I decided that she would stay 
on the field and get pictures of the 

Winter Flying In The Sun
By Cory Miller

What is the best way to deal 
with the liquid sunshine we receive 
here in the Pacific Northwest during 
the winter months? Get away for 
a couple days and soak up some 
Vitamin D in the form of sunshine. 
That is exactly what my wife Angela 
and I did Jan 14-17. We attended the 
Havasu Balloon Fest in Lake Hava-
su City, Arizona.

This is the 6th year that the event 
has been going on. Thanks to social 
media, I have seen pictures from 
the event the last 5 years and said 
someday I want to attend the event. 
I started looking for airfare in early 
October and found a good deal to fly 
into Phoenix (about 200 miles from 
Lake Havasu). We chose Phoenix 
over Las Vegas (around 160 miles 
from Lake Havasu) as Angela’s 
brother lives in Phoenix so it gave 
us a chance to visit with him and his 

Photos by Cory & Angela Miller
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balloons that were there and the spe-
cial shapes. I secured my spot near 
the bridge. Thanks to the wonderful 
tool of texting, she let me know that 
the balloon carrying the flag has 
launched. To our surprise, we soon 
realized that not all balloons launch 
from the field, but also launch all 
through town. I soon began to see 
balloons inflating close to the bridge 
and slowly lifting off trying to 
make the bridge. I began to text her 
pictures from where I was and she 
would send me pictures from the 
field. It was a great decision as we 

were able to get pictures from both 
areas. After the balloons began to 
land, I headed back to the field to 
meet up with Angela. She told me 
some of the balloons flew towards 
the back section of the field. There 
were many balloons she saw that I 
never saw and vice versa.

Saturday also brought more 
sightseeing. We decided after getting 
something to eat we would walk 
through the area and learn some 
more about the London Bridge. We 
stopped into the visitor’s center and 
they had a display with many light-
houses from all over the country 
that were in 1/3 scale. Come to find 
out, these lighthouses are all around 
the lake with the ones from the west 
coast being on one side and those 
from the east coast on the other side 
of the lake. We then decided to try 
to rent a kayak and see some of the 
lighthouses. All of the kayaks were 
rented so we were looking for other 
ways to see the lake. We happened 
to walk by an area with a long line 
of people. Being curious, we decid-
ed to see what they were in line for. 
It was a line to take a ferry across 
the lake to a casino in California. 
The trip was $2.00 round trip. We 
bought the tickets and got on the 
ferry. We were able to see several 
of the lighthouses and many areas 
of the lake that we hadn’t seen. Not 
being big gamblers, as soon as we 
got off the ferry we got right back in 
line to head back to Lake Havasu, 
Arizona.

Saturday night, the weather was 

looking perfect for the glow. Not 
wanting to arrive too early (like we 
did Friday morning) we didn’t head 
to the glow until it was almost too 
late. Saturday night, we saw the 
crowds of 50,000 plus and traffic 
was similar to being in downtown 
Portland during rush hour. There 
was a lot of stop but no go. We kept 
looking at the time and knowing 
how much further we had to go to 
get to the parking area, we were 
getting nervous we might miss it all 
together. We finally got to the park 
at 6:29 (glow started at 6:30). There 
were close to 20 balloons glow-
ing and the weather was perfect. 
Heading back to the hotel, we once 
again encountered the stop but no 
go traffic. Close to two hours after 
leaving the park, we arrived back at 
our hotel.

Sunday morning was the last day 

Winter Flying
Continued from page 5

Photos by Cory & Angela Miller
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of the event for us. We got up and 
headed back to the park. On Satur-
day, we saw many pictures on social 
media of balloons in the lake behind 
the park. Today, we decided that we 
would find an area were we could 
get good pictures from this angle. 
Again, not all balloons inflated from 
the field and instead inflated near 
the lake to fly over. The lake was 
packed with boats and kayaks and I 
thought there would be no way the 
balloons could do a splash and dash 
with that amount of water traffic. I 
was wrong. As the balloons would 
come down, the boats allowed them 
clearance. This was great. It created 
some great pictures with both boats 
and balloons. Many of the boats on 
the water were also towboats for the 
balloons. If a balloon was getting 
too far from land, the balloon would 
toss down a drop line and get a tow 
back to shore.

As the balloons began to land, 
we needed to get back to Phoenix for 
our mid afternoon flight back home. 
It was difficult to leave the sunny 
weather and come back to reality. 
We are already looking forward to 
2017.

A few things if you decide to go 
to the event for next year. Check the 
havasuballoonfest.com website to 
purchase parking and entry tickets. 
Parking was $10.00, and good for 
the entire event. Entry was $15 per 
person for the entire event. There are 
golf cart shuttles from the parking 
area to the main gate. There was 
also free parking with a school bus 
shuttle. In my opinion, to get the 
best pictures, you will need to plan 
on being at various locations all 
through the event. It may even be 
best to split up to try to get pictures 
from several locations for the day. 
Book your hotel early as they fill up 
quickly and prices increase closer to 
the event.

Winter Flying
Continued from page 6

Photos by Cory & Angela Miller
More can be found on page 8!

Put Some Color In Your Life!

Join WAS in 2016! 
You’ll find an application at the end of this newsletter.
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Winter Flying in the Sun
Havasu Balloon Rally
Photos by Cory & Angela Miller

Have You Paid Your WAS Membership 
Dues for 2016?

Send In Your Payment Today! 

The membership form is on page 10

WAS member, Jeff Haliczer, soars above the 
London Bridge.

Another WAS member flew the event. This balloon 
belongs to Mike Shrum.
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Hey! Kids! Here’s Your Chance for Summer Fun/Learning

BFA Junior Balloonist Camps
Registration is now open for the Balloon Federation of America 2016 Junior 
Balloonist Camps. One is being held in Albuquerque, New Mexico (July 
9-14) and the other will be in Kutztown, Pennsylvania (July 10-14). The 
camps are open to kids aged 13-18 interested in hot air ballooning. Up to 20 
teens will attend each camp. 

The camps put an emphasis on all aspects of ballooning. No prior experi-
ence is necessary. The volunteer staff is made up of FAA certified pilots and 
experienced crew who will be acting as mentors and counselors. Campers 
will have the chance for hands-on work with various balloon systems. Top-
ics covered include crew safety, pilot training, weather, airspace, repair and 
maintenance, plus mapping and GPS use.
The cost is $425 which includes not only the tuition, but also meals and 
housing. 

To review information on each camp, to check out the scholarship 
options, and to sign up go to the BFA website at:
http://www.bfacamps.com

Check out the Facebook pages for each camp. Albuquerque: 
https://www.facebook.com/RGBC2016

Kutztown: https://www.facebook.com/EasternBalloonCamp

If you wish to donate to the Junior Balloonist Camps, please go to: 
http://www.bfacamps.com/donate.html

Local Safety Seminar
There’s only one safety semi-

nar in the state again this year! The 
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar 
will be held at the Jackson County 
District 5 Fire House in Talent, Ore-
gon on March 19, 2016. 

There’s a waiting list, so contact 
Terri Schofield right away to get 
your name on that list. If there are 
any cancellations, you might get in!
Call her at: 530-598-5667, or send an 
email to:
Tmschofield814@outlook.com

Cross Your Fingers!
Wooden Shoe Tulip Fest Set for 
March 25-May 1, 2016

The owners of the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Company just announced the 
dates for the annual tulip festival. 
Here’s hoping there will be flyable 
weather sometime between March 
25 and May 1, especially on a week-
end morning. 

Check out their web site at:  
http://www.woodenshoe.com/events/
tulip-fest/

Something On Your Mind?
The solution is easy. Get if off your mind by:

1) Open up your calendar

2) Mark down the February 21st WAS Meeting
(1:00 PM at Aurora Jet Center, bring a plate of finger food).

3) Mark down to also renew your WAS membership at the meeting 
(fill out the application form on the next page, bring it along with 
your check and give them to the club treasurer, Dale Justice).

4) Go check your favorite weather app to see if it will be flyable any 
time this next week. (Yeah, right. Fat chance of that happening!)
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2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
The Havasu Balloon Festival and Fair, in Lake Havasu, Arizona. Photo by Cory Miller.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society


