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President
Michelle 

Gouldsmith 
has lived in 
the Willamette 
Valley her entire 
life. She was 
introduced to 
ballooning over 
30 years ago 
when the Alba-

ny rally launched balloons from the 
golf course, and they flew over the 
downtown area. She went to the Al-
buquerque Fiesta in 1999. After that 
she wanted to crew. She has been a 
regular crewmember and second in 
command crew chief for Obsession, 
flown by Ingrid Martell, for many 
years. She’s also crew for other bal-
loons in this area. Michelle has been 
the ride coordinator for the Art and 
Air Festival for the last two years. 

Michelle believes hot air bal-
looning brings a lot of life and ac-
tivities to the communities we visit. 
“Talking about events around the 
area and supporting each other is the 
most important aspect of what we do 
when we are at events.”

She also has about 10 acres in 
the Albany area, and she has invit-
ed you to come land there this next 
season.

Secretary/
Treasurer

Dale        
Justice has been 
around hot air 
balloons for over 
30 years. He 
started his pilot 
training in 1984. 
He completed 
the requirements 

and passed his Private tests 25 years 
later, in 2009. He never gave up 
the dream of being a pilot. He has 
had the “Outer Limits” balloon, 
since 2007 and has flown around 
the Willamette Valley and at dozens 
of balloon rallies in the Northwest. 
In 2015, he got a larger envelope, 
which he renamed “La Jolla,” so he 
could fly more weight and fly “cool-
er” at higher altitude rallies. He also 
passed his Commercial tests and 
received the “Aeronaut of the Year” 
award from the Willamette Aerostat 
Society. For Dale, giving others the 
thrill of flying in a balloon is a great 
pleasure. Often, it is their first flight, 
and one they will always remember. 
Dale also takes many pictures at 
balloon events and the pictures are 
appreciated by fellow balloonatics.

Vice President
Justin       

Luber is the 
second genera-
tion balloonist 
in his family. He 
first took to hot 
air ballooning 
at the age of 
8 in Michigan 
with Dad as the 

Aeronaut of Cloud Nine and Mom 
as Crew Chief, along with his three 
brothers. After relocating to the Pa-
cific Northwest in 2006, Justin and 
his wife Pasha decided to continue 
on with the tradition of hot air bal-
looning and Justin pursued his pilot 
training in the ballooning capital of 
Albuquerque, NM. Justin became a 
private pilot in 2007 and they bought 
their FireFly 7 system, Autumn 
Daybreak. Justin and Pasha enjoy 
taking to the skies of the Pacific NW 
and sharing the magic of flying with 
family and friends. When Justin 
is not flying, he works for Lennox 
Industries as the District Manager 
for the Pacific NW. Justin and Pasha 
along with their canine kid, Toto, 
live in Lake Oswego.  Justin and Pa-
sha joined WAS in 2007 and enjoy 
the warm community and fun atmo-
sphere around fellow balloonists and 
look forward to promoting the sport 
of ballooning for future generations.

Meet the New WAS Executive Committee

The 2016 AeroStats Volunteers
Shari 

Gale (left) 
has consented 
to continue to 
volunteer as 
the newsletter 
editor. Dale 
Justice and 
Pasha Luber 

are kind enough to continue to proof 

each issue. (That’s a task that’s truly 
necessary.) 

Shari takes a lot of photographs 
used in the newsletter each year, but 
Dale is right behind her in produc-
tivity. She has also been known to 
glean photos from various Facebook 
albums with the photographer’s 
permission. 

Alan Brandt has been a regular 

rally story contributor throughout 
the years, while his wife, Linda, 
adds her excellent photos.

Newsletter content is always 
welcome, be it an article or pictures. 
Variety can only increase the value 
of this publication. 

If you have something you’d like 
to send to Shari please send it to:
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Present:
Tim Gale, President
Carmen Blakely, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
Shari Gale, Newsletter Editor
Pasha Luber, Activities Director 
and 24 additional members, and 
2 visitors

1. Call to order at 4:22 p.m. by 
Tim Gale at Edie Stoaks’ house.

2. Minutes of the November 8, 
2015 meeting were moved by 
Carmen and seconded by Laura 
Hancock to be approved as print-
ed in the December, 2015 news-
letter. Motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s report — Dale, as 
of December 12, 2015
 2015 Members   70
 2016 Members   14
 Checking $980.24
 Savings 105.00
 Check for deposit 15.00
 Cash 7.00

 Total $1107.24

4. Correspondence
 1. Received from Oregon State 
DOJ, Charitable Activities Section, 
a notice of a proposal to increase 
the Annual Financial Report filing 
fee from $10 to $20.
 2. Received from the Oregon 
State Department of Aviation, 
notice of a new law passed by the 
Oregon Legislature to increase 

pilot and aircraft registration fees 
starting in 2016. The Pilot fee 
goes from $12 to $24 for an initial 
registration, and from $24 to $48 
for a renewal. Duplicates are $5. 
The aircraft fee for LTAs, home 
built, experimental, etc. goes from 
$40 to $55. Other aircraft are also 
increased.
 3. The annual Oregon 
Non-profit Corporation status has 
been renewed for $100.00. It is 
$50.00 when renewed on time. 
The on file address has been 
changed to allow timely notice of 
renewal in the future.

5. Events
 1. WHAMOBASS in Coalin-
ga, CA, was reported on by Alan 
Sanderson. Flights took place on 3 
days in good weather. There were 
40 balloons.
 2. Red Rock Balloon Rally in 
Gallup, NM was attended by sev-
eral local pilots. There were two 
flights. The weather was clear and 
cold, and good flying for the 150 
or more balloons.
 3. Brooks, OR may have a rally 
next year. Lovelock, NV is sched-
uled for Valentine’s Day. Contact 
is Pat Irwin. See the newsletter for 
details of these and other rallies.

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Sunday, December 13, 2015

6. 2016 Elections -- Dale reported 
the results of the voting.
President: Michelle Gouldsmith
Vice President: Justin Luber
Secretary-Treasurer: Dale Justice

7. Carmen Blakely reported on the 
annual Aeronaut and Crew Mem-
ber of the Year awards.
Aeronaut of the Year: Dale Justice
Crew Member of the Year: Gerald 
Bales (not present)
 Their plaques will be present-
ed in the near future.

8. The next meeting will be Janu-
ary 17th at 1 p.m., with a potluck 
at the Aurora Jet Center. See the 
newsletter for full information.

9. Terri Schofield is scheduled to 
make a presentation on balloon-
ing history at the Benton Museum, 
in Philomath Monday, Feb. 8 from 
10-11:00 a.m. 

10. Moved by Dale Justice and 
seconded by Laura Hancock to 
adjourn. Passed. The meeting was 
adjourned at 4:47 p.m. Christ-
mas present “white elephant” 
exchange will follow. Edie Stoaks 
was thanked for the accommoda-
tions and the dinner coordination 
(applause).

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, 

Secretary-Treasurer
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Start the New Year off right! Attend the January WAS meeting.

Sunday, January 17, 2016 • 1:00 PM
Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Rd. NE, Aurora, Oregon

It’s a potluck, so please bring a dish to share!

Happy New Year!

Directions to Aurora Jet Center
• I-5 going South take exit 282A and follow Hub-
bard Hwy down to Keil Rd on the left. Turn there 
and follow around curves to the very first parking 
lot, Red Gate, you will see the Jet Center right there. 
 
• I-5 going North take Donald/Aurora exit and turn 
right at stop sign. Follow Ehlen Road all the way to 
Hubbard Hwy and turn left at signal. Go down to 
Keil Rd on right and turn.  Follow around curves to 
first parking lot, Red Gate.
 
• From Newberg take Hwy 219 toward St. Paul 
and turn left at McKay Rd. It will become Ehlen Rd. 
Follow all the way to Hubbard Hwy and turn left at 
signal. Go to Keil Rd and turn right, first parking lot 
on right, Red Gate.
 
• From Canby take Hwy 99 south to Airport Rd just 
past downtown Aurora and turn right. Follow Airport 
Rd to Keil Rd and turn left. Go all the way down to 
the Red Gate and turn in.
 
• From Salem take Hwy 99 north to Airport Rd and 
turn left. Go to Keil Rd and turn left. Go to Red Gate 
and turn in.

Walk in the main gate and go toward the back 
of the building to a set of stairs and go up to the 
conference room.

Lost: Call Cheryl Isaacs at 971-226-7239.
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Ehlen Road

Keil Road

Aurora 
Jet Center

Keil Road

A
irport Road

Got Monday, February 8th, Free?
Come out in support of our own Terri Schofield on 

Monday, February 8th. She will be making a presenta-
tion at the Benton County Historical Society Museum 
on the history of ballooning. The museum is currently 
featuring an exhibit called “Up, Up, and Away.” It fea-
tures artifacts from the past century of manned flight 
from ballooning to modern aircraft. The exhibit will 
run through November 5, 2016. The museum is locat-
ed at 1101 Main Street, in Philomath.
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Happy Birthday!

Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Local Safety Seminar
There’s only one safety semi-

nar in the state again this year! The 
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar 
will be held at the Jackson County 
District 5 Fire House in Talent, Ore-
gon on March 19, 2016. The cost is 
$45.00. 

You will need to register and 
pay in advance to hold a spot. There 
is limited seating at the fire house 
conference room. The seminar will 
fill up fast, so don’t procrastinate.

Send your payment to:
 Terri M. Schofield
 1037 S. 40th Place
 Springfield, OR 97478

August 30 - September 4
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 9-11
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-11
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 16-18
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of Comm.
530-233-4434

September 23-25
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 1-9
Albuquerque International Balloon 
Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
http://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 12-16
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.
com

Therressa Hastie 1/3
Chris Whitfield 1/5
Ron Grove 1/10
Tom O’Brien 1/16 
Janice Fast 1/30
Alan Sanderson 1/30

January 17, 2016 • 1:00 PM
General WAS Meeting
Aurora Jet Center (see page 4)

March 4-6, 2016
Winthrop Balloon Roundup
Winthrop, WA
http://www.winthropwashington.com/
event/winthrop-balloon-festival/

March 19, 2016
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Talent, OR
Space is limited! Sign up today!
Contact: Terri Schofield
530-598-5667
Tmschofield814@outlook.com

June 24-26
Tigard Festival  of Balloons
Tigard, OR
Cindy Padilla, 503-612-8213
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about

July 1-3
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com

July 22-24
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com

August 20-21
Loose Goose Balloon Rally
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Laura Hancock
dayshancock@aol.com

August 26-28
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

http://www.winthropwashington.com/event/winthrop-balloon-festival/
http://www.winthropwashington.com/event/winthrop-balloon-festival/
mailto:Tmschofield814@outlook.com
http://balloonsoverbend.com
mailto:dayshancock@aol.com
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Hey, Dude!
Your 2016 WAS 
dues are due!

Crew Member of the Year: Jerry Bales. He 
has shown his continuous support and love 
of ballooning through his co-ownership of 
Morning Glory along with Laura Hancock 
and his willingness to crew for others. 
What’s more he is willing to travel. He is 
courteous and friendly — qualities we all 
admire in a crew person.

Aeronaut of the Year: Dale Justice. Longest 
running pursuit of a commercial license that 
I know of. He is always friendly, polite and 
ready to go ballooning. His skills as a PIC 
as well as PAT (photographer at altitude) 
have provided many hours of enjoyment 
to his passengers and to those who enjoy 
his pictures. Ballooning is always well 
represented by him.

Congratulations to both recipients! The 
honor was well deserved in both cases. Both 
Dale and Bales are positive forces within the 
local ballooning community.

2015 WAS Aeronaut of the Year + Crew Member of the Year

Jerry Bales, better known by only his 
last name, recently traveled to New 
Mexico for the Red Rock Balloon Rally. 
He is always a positive force on the 
launch field, no matter where it is!

The Aeronaut of the Year award was presented to Dale Jus-
tice at the annual Christmas party on December 13th. Left 
to right: Dale Justice, Tim Gale and Carmen Blakely (with 
a photo bomb by Matt Webster). The actual plaque will be 
given to Dale and Bales in the near future.

Send your payment to club treasurer, Dale Justice 
There’s a form at the end of the newsletter. Either mail the form and your check 

or bring them to the January 17th meeting at the Aurora Jet Center.
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Attend the 
Pacific Northwest 

Safety Seminar 
in Talent, OR 

on March 19th
Space is limited! 

Sign up today! 

Contact: Terri Schofield
530-598-5667

tmschofield814@outlook.com

Play It Safe!

WAS Christmas Party: A Fun Time For All

During the White Elephant Gift Exchange Marianne 
LeDoux’s painting was a definite hit. From the mo-
ment it was opened until the gift was “frozen,” it was 
the most highly contested item. The greatly talented 
artist seems to be making a painting each year for the 
exchange. Everyone hopes she continues the tradition 
in 2016.

Justin Luber and Tim Gale show off their socks 
prior to the sock contest. (Neither of them 
won.)

Mary Heath seems delighted with the contents 
of this gift package.



AeroStats January 2016 • Volume 18, Number 1 Page 8

Dale Justice’s look at the Red Rock Balloon Rally
Gallup, New Mexico • December 4 - 6, 2015

All the photos on this page are by Dale Justice. At the lower left you can see what 
happens when PIC Cheryl Isaacs kicks him out of the basket to help walk her out, 
he stops to take photos! (He has his priorities straight.) Thanks for sharing your 
stunning photos, Dale. 
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Carrie Bohl’s look at the Red Rock Balloon Rally

The Red Rocks State Park area is a spectacular 
place to fly! Several people from our area traveled 
to Gallup for the December rally, including Laura 
Hancock, Carmen Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs, Dale 
Justice, Mary Heath, Jerry Bales, Matt & Sarah 
Webster, John Kent & Carrie Bohl, and Ingrid 
Martell. Steve Hays, formerly of Portland and now 
living in Texas, also met up with everyone. Carrie 
and John flew to Albuquerque and rented a car for 
the drive to Gallup. Carmen Blakely offered them a 
ride in her balloon. Carrie took most of these photos 
while on that flight.

All the photos on this page were taken by Carrie Bohl. Thank you, Carrie, for sharing.
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Bryce Boehler’s look at the Red Rock Balloon Rally

Bryce Boehler took all the photos on this page, as well as 
the cover photo. He’s a resident of Boise, Idaho, and often 
joins us at rallies around the West Coast. Thanks, Bryce 
for sharing your photos!

Have You Paid Your WAS Membership Dues for 2016?

Now is the time to act! 
The membership form is on the next page.
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2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Streeet, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Flying in 35th Annual Red Rock Balloon Rally in Gallup, New Mexico. 
Photo by Bryce Boehler.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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