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Happy Birthday!

2016 WAS Officers
President: 
Michelle Gouldsmith 
mgouldsmith@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Justin Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

Others

Newsletter Editor: 
Shari Gale
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Activities Director: 
Pasha Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

WAS website: 
http://www.wasballoon.info

Nicole Gilchrist 7/15
Mark Trujillo 7/26

The next WAS meeting will 
be in the Fall after the 
flying season is over. 

Until then have fun with 
your ballooning friends on 

the launch field.
See you there!
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

September 2-5, 2016
The Alvord Playa Rally & 
Campout
Contact: Cheryl Isaacs 
971-226-7239
mc.isaacs@frontier.com

September 9-11, 2016
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-11, 2016
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 16-18, 2016
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of 
Comm.
530-233-4434

September 17, 2016
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
Contact: Mark Trujillo
marktrujillo@comcast.net

July 22-24, 2016
Balloons Over Bend
Bend, OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com

August 13, 2016
Valley View Air Show
McMinnville, OR
Contact: Sheila Shelby
sheilas@onlinemac.com

August 20-21, 2016
Loose Goose
McMinnville, OR

August 26-28, 2016
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 4, 2016
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 23-25, 2016
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

Montague Balloon Fair
September 23-25, 2016
Montague, CA
Check out their Facebook page for 
more information

October 1-9, 2016
Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
http://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 12-16, 2016
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

Please send your stories or 
photos to Shari Gale at: 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com
Thank you!

Join the fun. Local balloonists have been invited to fly out of the Rock of Ages Valley View 
Retirement Community just outside of McMinnville on Saturday, August 13th. Pilots and crew will be 
offered breakfast and T-shirts. The pilot will be reimbursed for propane. If you want to participate, 
please contact Sheila Selby, sheilas@onlinemac.com

Valley View Air Show • August 13, 2016 

Cancelled

See page 12
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Tigard Festival of Balloons • June 2016
by Shari Gale

In the days leading up to the ral-
ly the weather looked like it would 
be really good for flying. However, 
the closer it got the wetter it got. We 
actually drove into Tigard during a 
rain shower. While we were at the 
pilot briefing and welcoming party 
the rain really started to come down 
hard. If you ventured outside the tent 
you got drenched. In a few minutes 
it would clear up, and just as you 
made the decision to dash back to 
your truck it would start to pour 
again. (Mother Nature can be a little 
cranky.)

We hoped the storm would pass 
and we’d have flyable weather on 
Friday morning. No, it was not to 
be. On and off light showers were 
present all morning long. Oh, well. 
Tim and I had errands to run in 
Albany, so we had plenty of time for 

a leisurely breakfast and still made 
the long drive to Albany, back to St. 
Helens, and then back to Tigard. We 
even got back in time for the pizza 
party that evening.

Luckily, the nightglow on Friday 
night worked. Seven balloons took 
to the field much to the delight of the 
spectators. 

We woke up Saturday morning 
to flyable weather. Initially it looked 
like the balloons would not drift far 
from the launch site. That was not 
the case by the time the balloons 
were launching. Darren Kling in the 
RE/MAX balloon made it all the 
way down to Hubbard. Laurence 
Dushane made it just past Donald. 

Several pilots were able to land 
in the rough at a local golf course, 
while Cheryl Isaacs and Vic Johnson 
landed at the Aurora Airport. 

The crops in the Willamette 
Valley are all about one month ahead 
of their normal cycle. Unfortunate-
ly, that meant the grass seed was at 
the critical “do not disturb” phase. 
It was either just ready to be cut or 
was sitting in windrows waiting to 
be combined. Bran Smith managed 
to find a grass seed field that had not 
only been cut, but also harvested. I 
think he was the only one who got 
that lucky. A few pilots had high 
wind landings in crop fields. That 
is not ideal, but the majority of 
them worked hard to minimize the 
damage to the farmer’s crop. They 
walked the balloons out of the fields 
rather than drive up to them. 

Local pilots all appreciate their 
efforts. We know that landing in 
crops is hard to avoid at certain 

times of the year, but putting in the 
work to lessen any damage will go 
a long way to keep a new red zone 
from being added to the map. 

Saturday night the traffic com-
ing into the park was insane. It was 
backed up for blocks and blocks. 
At one point Tim & I sat in a line of 
traffic and waited through three traf-
fic light cycles without being able to 
move forward even a car length. Fi-
nally, enough cars had turned around 
to leave the area that we were able 
to move up enough to make a right 
hand turn. We snaked our way 
through neighborhood streets until 
we found a street that would take 
us back to Durham Road after the 
parking area turn off. With our VIP 

Coming in for a landing.  Photo by Sue Dietze

Laurence Dushane taking off in his first Oregon 
balloon rally.  Photo by Shari Gale

Continued on page 5
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pass we were able to drive right to 
the field without further delay. 

I think the horrible traffic jam 
put a lot of people into a really, 
really bad mood. It was compound-
ed when they found out the night-
glow had turned into a candle burn 
due to windy conditions. Only one 
balloonist, Darren Kling in the RE/
MAX balloon was able to stand his 
balloon up. I’m sure glad he did. 
That seemed to make the majority of 
the spectators happy. However, there 
were some who let every balloonist 
on the field know just how unhappy 
they were. It made for a less than 
jolly evening.

We did encourage people to 
come out again in the morning. For-
tunately, the weather had improved. 
The balloons were able to launch 
and leave the field. Everyone did 
keep their flights short because they 
knew a low level jet was going to 
be showing up later in the morning. 
Everyone wanted to be down and 
packed up before that happened. 
They accomplished their goal. There 
were no incidents reported, and the 
spectators were happy. Whew!

  

Tigard Festival
Continued from page 4

Photos by Shari Gale
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Tigard Festival of Balloons • June 2016

Upper four photos by Sue Dietze
Two lower photos by Dale Justice
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It’s The People Who Make Tigard Festival of Balloons Fun

Photo above and 
to the right by 

Sue Dietze
All other photos 

by Shari Gale

Top row, left to right: Tom Rafn, Tigard’s 
Balloonmeister, didn’t have a lot of extra room for 
Morning Melody’s crown line. He made it work any-
way. Edie Stokes is always willing to help during the 
Tigard event. Here she was crewing for one of the glow 
balloons Friday evening. The youngest crew chief in 
America is named Daphne. She knows just what to do 
to help inflate Cheryl Isaac’s balloon. 

Center row, left to right: Marilyn Barnhart, aided by 
Edie Stokes, handled a very long line of people wishing 
to go up for a free tether ride on both Saturday and 
Sunday mornings. Marilyn greeted even the cranky 
people with a smile. For that she earned the Brick 
Morgan Sportsmanship Award. Well done, Marilyn! 
In the center photo Cole was doing the hard work of 
squeezing out the air with a smile. While Vic Johnson 
was all smiles in the air on Saturday morning. 

Bottom right: Leslie Berning was helping hold down 
the balloon during the Friday evening glow from inside 
the basket. There again, she was doing her job with a 
smile. 
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3rd Annual Freedom Aloft Rally
Prineville, Oregon
by Shari Gale

This was the third year for the 
Freedom Aloft Balloon Rally in 
Prineville, Oregon. Yet it was our 
first year attending this event. We 
really didn’t know what to expect. 
Would the town be a friendly place 
to fly? Would there be ample land-
ing sites around town? What was 
the weather going to be like for the 
weekend? After all, on the Western 
side of the Cascades it seems to of-
ten rain for the 4th of July weekend. 

The weekend certainly did not 
start out on the right foot for us. 
Tim realized we’d screwed up and 
forgot our flight bag with the radios, 
his gloves and logbooks just as we 
had reached Portland, so we turned 
around and headed home to pick up 

the bag. You’d think we had never 
gone to a rally before! We had time 
to still make it to the mandatory pi-
lot check-in meeting — just barely. I 
much prefer to have time to check in 
to the hotel and time to visit before 
the meeting. Years ago we had de-
veloped a check list to make sure we 
did not forget anything. Those check 
lists only work if you look at them 
before you leave the house. Lesson 
learned!

As we drove into town we did 
what we often do — look for po-
tential landing sites. At first we saw 
mostly fields with either unharvest-
ed crops, cattle or horses. Then we 
saw a huge hay field which still had 
bales of hay stacked in it. Tim said, 
“There’s a great spot to land.” (Later 
we found out it was a red zone.) I 
spotted two nice big oversized emp-
ty lots next to churches. Those were 
the ones I liked.

Greg Miller is the balloonmeis-
ter for this event. He had teamed up 
with members of the community to 
create a detailed map of the sur-
rounding area listing all the land-
owners, their phone numbers and 
showing red zones. It would be nice 
if more events did it. 

Friday was a community tether 
event. There wasn’t enough room in 
the designated launch area for all ten 
balloons, so Marianne LeDoux, Koh 
Murai, and Tim went to the park 
next door. I was not sure if we’d get 
many “customers” in that location. 
We ended up with a long line.  

We mostly had families in the 
line. Everyone was very positive 
even though it was only 7:00 AM. 
In fact, we had families coming over 

after (after!) they’d picked their kids 
up from their lessons at the local 
swimming pool. Obviously, kids in 
Prineville are not allergic to early 
morning activities. We tethered for 
about an hour and a half before the 
winds picked up. By then there were 
very few people in line, and they did 
not get angry that they did not get 
to go up. Like I said, everyone we 
met that morning had a very positive 
attitude.

There was a breakfast at Ochoco 
Brewing for pilots and all the crew-
members after the tether. It was nice 
to have a good, hot breakfast after 
expending all that energy. It was also 
the perfect spot to schmooze with 
our fellow balloonists.

Saturday the weather looked per-
fect. The winds were light. It didn’t 
look like the balloons would drift 
very far. It was the sponsor ride, but 
only one of our sponsors showed 
up. Her name was Cassy. We waited 
around for the other rider to show 
up, but when she did not we asked 
the grandson of our friends Mack 
and Susan Gardner to fly. CJ is visit-
ing Madras from Virginia for several 

continued on page 9
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weeks. He’s 14, and he was a little 
hesitant to go up. He finally said OK 
after his grandmother had assured 
him the flight would only last about 
one hour. 

Well, CJ got more than he 
planned for. Tim flew and flew 
and flew. Cassy and CJ combined 
weighed about as much as most sin-
gle passengers. That meant fuel was 
not an issue. The weather wasn’t an 
issue either. Tim was up for just un-
der two hours. He landed in a large, 
recently cut alfalfa field. They were 
irrigating it, so we could not drive 
up to the balloon. Instead we made 
our passengers and crew walk the 
plank. Literally, they walked over 
a plank that bridged the irrigation 
ditch. The area near the plank was 
a little swampy, so the crew abuse 
story began to unfold. By the time 
everyone was done contributing to 
the story it turned out there was a 
tiny troll living under the plank who 
had a blow gun shooting poisoned 
darts, Zika infected mosquitoes hov-
ered over us, and there was a hungry 
alligator nearby. It’s almost criminal 
what Tim makes his crew endure.

After we got the balloon away 
from all those hazards we walked it 
down the farmer’s road to the field 
the landowner said she preferred we 
use. It was another newly harvested 
alfalfa field. A random local resident 
named John came out to help. He 
was very willing to help pack up the 
balloon. He went so far as to offer to 
help us with some welding repairs 
on the trailer doors. Did I mention 
the positive attitude of the people 
living in the Prineville area?

Saturday night we were chosen 
to be part of the nightglow. Only 
five of the ten balloons were there. 
For a small town there were a lot of 
spectators waiting for us as we drove 
out onto the field. It was very windy, 
so it did not look like the glow 
would work. With that in mind we 

set the balloon basket up close to the 
people seated around the edges of 
the field. We waited and we waited. 
The wind did not look like it would 
die down at all. Then just about the 
time we were going to call it off, the 
wind dropped. Three out of the five 
balloons chose to inflate. We were 
one of them.

Our challenge was we needed 
to move back away from the crowd 
and the steps, which surround the 
park. A little brute force allowed us 
to move the basket. (I much prefer 
that job when one or more of the 
tanks are nearly empty.) If we had 
known the balloon directly west of 
us was not going to inflate we would 
have moved the basket even further 
away from the edge of the park. 
Instead we made do. That meant our 
crown line man, Dave, had to part 
the crowd, climb up to the top of 
the park area, and then reverse the 
process as the balloon came upright. 
It was not an easy task, but he did it 
well. Considering we did not have 
anyone who was experienced on a 
crown line we were sure glad Dave 
was available to help us. He made 
all the difference, since the winds 
were still a little more “sporty” than 
we prefer.

The crowd at the nightglow 
seemed to be delighted with the 
show put on by the balloons. There 
were a lot of oohs and ahs each time 
we burned.

The bad part is that we did not 
get back to the hotel until 11:00 
PM. When the alarm clock went off 
at 4:15 AM my body was not at all 
happy with me. Now, this is truly 
crew abuse!

Luckily, the flight on Sunday 
was perfect. The winds were very 
light, and we had super enthusias-
tic riders. They were a local couple 
who had been recruited to help us 
by a mutual friend. This was the 
first time they had been exposed to 
ballooning. Kimber was especially 
enthusiastic. She said her heart was 
pounding the entire flight. It wasn’t 

Prineville Rally
continued from page 8

Tim’s landing site on Saturday was a cut alfalfa 
field with the access point being irrigated. Oops.

The crew and the passengers were forced to walk 
the plank. It worked, and lead to great stories.

We just walked the balloon over to another cut 
alfalfa field with easy access. All was good.

continued on page 10
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Prineville Rally
continued from page 9

 

pounding from fear, but from excite-
ment. Her only disappointment was 
flying over several homes owned by 
friends, and those friends were not 
outside to hear her shout a greeting 
to them. She instead leaned out of 
the basket waving at everyone on 
the ground whether she knew them 
or not. Her smile did not fade all 
morning long.

Tim only flew for about an hour 
this time. Where did he land? In the 
open field next to the Presbyterian 
Church which I had picked out as 
we drove into town on Thursday 
evening. I was right. It was a perfect 
landing site. 

Thanks to Greg Miller and the 
people of Prineville of making this 
event work so well. We were very 
impressed with kindness and gen-
erosity of the people of this small 
Central Oregon town.

Mike and Kimber enjoyed their first flight. 
Kimber’s enthusiasm was evident all morning.
All photos in this article by Shari Gale.

Look what we found at the local museum for 
Crook County, a photo of a balloon being in-
flated in 1910. At first we thought the label must 
be wrong. It didn’t look like a hot air balloon to 
us. Then Marianne and Tim decided it must be 
a smoke balloon. After all, the modern hot air 
balloon had not been invented yet, and helium or 
hydrogen would have been difficult to obtain in 
Paulina in 1910. Do you think they are right?
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Prineville 2016 Freedom Aloft Balloon Rally
Photos by Cassy Sykes
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Join WAS today!
There’s an application on the next page.

Keep your summer ballooning 
experience in focus

June 20, 2016

Dear Loose Goose Pilots,

It is with much sorrow and disappointment that I write this letter. The Evergreen Museum Campus is not 
going to be able to move forward with the Loose Goose Hot Air Balloon Event this year. As many of you 
know, there have been many recent changes at the Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum Campus. Along 
with these changes comes a new philosophical business shift regarding Museum sponsored events, like the 
Loose Goose. As a result, we are moving away from putting on events of this scale due to safety, insurance 
and associated cost concerns.

That being said, we have had an amazing nine years of the Loose Goose Balloon Rally — I don’t know 
how to thank you all for your support and loyalty to the Museum and to me personally.

I want to thank you all — Laura Hancock most of all — for all of her dedication, love and energy to this 
event year ‘round. Without our “Mother Goose,” we would have never been a Rally. Mr. Smith really loved 
this event and the Museum, was better for having it.

I hope that in the next few years, the Museum will be able to support a Rally again. I can only hope that 
when the time comes, you will all be willing to come back and be a part of the Loose Goose.

Please do not be strangers.

All my love and thanks,

Melissa Grace
Director of Marketing, Communications & PR
Evergreen Aviation & Space Museum



AeroStats July 2016 • Volume 18, Number 7 Page 13

2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Friday’s tether at the 2016 Freedom Aloft Balloon Rally in Prineville, Oregon. Three balloons 
piloted by Marianne LeDoux, Koh Murai, and Tim Gale went to Ochoco Park to tether. Photo 
by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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