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Thank you, Dave!
A gigantic thank you 
goes out to Dave Ellis 
of Boise, Idaho. He 
has been updating 
the WAS web site. 
Parts of it are still 
under construction, 
but what is up and 
working, looks great. 
See for yourself 
at:  http://www.
wasballoon.info
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report
          Willamette Aerostat Society

Present: 
Michelle Gouldsmith, President
Justin Luber, Vice President
Dale Justice, Secretary-Treasurer
Shari Gale, Newsletter Editor
Pasha Luber, Activities Director
and 8 additional members and 1 guest

1. Call to order at 1:00 p.m. by Michelle at Aurora State Airport 
Jet Center meeting room.

2. Minutes of the April 17, 2016 meeting were moved by Pasha 
and seconded by Tim Gale to be  approved as  printed in the 
May, 2016 AeroStats newsletter. Motion passed.

3. Treasurer’s report -- from Dale, as of September 29, 2016
2016 Members         80

Checking $1401.72
Savings 105.00
Cash 7.00

Total $1513.72

Oregon State charitable organization annual fee of $50.00 was sent 
on August 30, 2016.

4. Events
1. The Christmas/Holiday party will be held on December 10, 

2016 at Edie Stoaks’ home (confirmed by Dale).

2. The Walla Walla Balloon Stampede will be held October 
14-16. Tim and Shari will be attending.

3. Laura Hancock announced a “spur-of-the-moment” Loose 
Goose 8 1/2 rally may be called soon, if the weather 
permits, in October or November.

4. Bauman’s farm in Woodburn is having their Halloween 
celebration. If the weather is good, a possible fly out (not a 
club activity) will be announced on a short notice.

5. Nominations of officers for 2017 were announced by the chair 
of the nominations committee, Justin, as a slate of the current 

officers. A motion was made by Marianne LeDoux and seconded 
by Bob LeDoux to nominate the existing slate of officers. All of 
the current officers accepted nomination. Motion passed. A ballot 
will be published in the December newsletter. Voting will be by 
email or by written ballot at the December meeting. The election 
will be held, including results of absentee ballots, in December 
at the Christmas party.

New Business

6. Shari reported on the web site search for a web master. She 
contacted Dave Ellis when she was in Boise, and he volunteered 
to create a new WAS web site, for a membership. Shari will help 
with the content. She showed it to the members, who commented 
favorably. It was moved by Michelle and seconded by Shari to 
give Dave Ellis a free membership. Motion passed.

7. Michelle appointed a committee to review the membership 
bylaws and recommend changes. Dale will chair the committee. 
Shari and Tim will assist.

8. Next regular meeting is on November 20, 2016 at 12:00 p.m. at 
Aurora Jet Center, and will be a pot luck.

9. Justin presented a program about sudden winds during 
balloon events and activities, which included a recording of 
a presentation at the BFA on line safety seminar. Discussion 
followed.

10. Following a door prize drawing, the meeting was adjourned at 
3:15 p.m. by Michelle.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Justice, 

Secretary-Treasurer

Willamette Aerostat Society General Meeting
Sunday, October 2, 2016
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

Grab your calendar. You won’t want to miss the annual 

WAS Christmas Party!
The date has been set for 
Saturday, December 10th at 1:00 PM
at Edie’s house.

More details to come. All you need to do now is 
get this event on your personal calendar.

Plan on attending the next WAS Meeting

Sunday, November 20 at Noon
Aurora Jet Center
14357 Keil Road NE, Aurora, OR

Topic: Hot Air Balloon History
Presented by Shari Gale

        It’s a potluck. Please bring a dish to share.

And if you don’t get the lobster joke, you should be sure to attend 
the meetings. You miss out on the fun when you aren’t there.
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As with many balloon rallies, 
Reno is getting farther into the 
books for the number of successive 
years of flight operations. 2016 
marked the 35th anniversary of the 
event in the high desert of Neva-
da. As always the Thursday flight 
was just a few balloons (60) flying 
media. For the second year in a row 
I found that I was assigned for-
mer balloonist Sherry Larson from 
Hollister, CA. Last year her flight 
with us yielded the winning entry 
in the poster contest, and so the 35th 
anniversary poster was her creation 
based on a photo we took coming 
over Evans Pond, as we entered 
Rancho San Rafael Park from the 
east. We once again stayed low and 

headed out east over UNR and after 
an hour managed to get back over to 
the parking lot in the regional sports 
complex across the street from our 
launch site. Not sure how Sherry 
will fare in the competition this year 
but we wish her luck and there were 
plenty of “sun at our backs” photos 
of the rest of the field launching in 
this years’ collection that she took.  
We also had a “practice” competi-
tion that flight so that the new scor-
ing officers could get some practical 
training in under the expert eyes of 
Dale Wong, the competition director 
for the event.

Registration and pilot/sponsor 
dinner at the Peppermill was its usu-
al very nice event where socializing 
was the top order along with good 
food and beverages. The glow show 
pilot briefing (getting larger every 
year) closed the night as pilot packs 
and event trading cards were carried 
back out of the labyrinth of the Pep-
permill to the parking areas.

Friday morning always comes 
early at GRBR, as we have been in 
the Glow Show since its’ inception 
4 years ago. So mother nature was 
kind to us for the third time and 
at 0500 there was a simultaneous 
stand up of 25 balloons on the field 
followed by a choreographed show.  
The closing of that show was the 
traditional (for Reno) glow event of 
Dueling Balloons (music of Dueling 
Banjos). The west field being the 
guitars and the east field being the 
banjos. This routine, as seen Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday at 0500 truly 
shows the other balloonists who of 
their contemporaries actually has a 
sense of rhythm and can count (no 

small feat for the average balloon-
ist!). 

Friday morning’s flight turned 
out to be the only morning the scor-
ing officers actually had to work as 
35 balloons came back to the field 
after the required 30 minute flight 
outside the park, and peppered the 
on field targets of an “X” as well as 
a maximum distance double drop in-
side of diamonds. After two throws 
and a penalty for touching the 
ground within 200’ of the target we 
flew on out west to McQueen High 
School. This was an excellent choice 
for Team Firenzé as our crew mem-
ber was the custodian for McQueen 
as well as a substitute teacher there 
so we had access as well as a land-
owner ambassador. Being so close to 
one of our favorite breakfast places, 
we just went the 0.3 miles to Pegs 
Glorified Eggs before returning our 
passengers and crew to the field and 
refueling. This little delay did result 
in missing the E.L. Cord Tissue 
Paper Balloon Flight Contest, held 
every year as part of the event for 
schools in the Washoe School Dis-
trict and surrounding areas. Another 
reminder of our aerostatic past.

This year for the first time in 
several, the visibility was not overly 
affected by smoke from wildfires.  
The Oregon pilots were represented 
by Bob Raper, Alan Sandersen, Bill 
Woodhead and Laura Hancock along 
with Team Firenzé.

Saturday resulted in a very light 
day which was great for the park 
crowds (80,000+). The corporate 
glow show, followed by the 194th 
Aerostat Squadron Dawn Patrol, 
followed by the 2nd day of competi-

35th Anniversary

The Great Reno Balloon Race
9-12 September 2016
by Koh Murai

Continued on page 6
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tion came off with a lot of loitering 
around the park. The target place-
ment for the day and mother nature 
were not in good communication as 
only four balloons even made drops.  
But luck held for us. We found a 
single house lot that was under 
reconstruction and wide open at the 
end of a dead end street. Wonderful 
neighbors (as we typically find in the 
areas around the park) and so it was 
a pleasant wait for the chase truck to 
get through the roads to us. Seems 
some bunch of balloons had landed 
on the block next to us and closed 
the road (the nerve!) so we waited 
off Kings Row for the crew to get 
there. We were in our second hop 
with some of our local crew getting 
a flight in as we had done our spon-
sor (Macy’s) folks for the first hour 
of the flight.

As with so many rallies in the 
west during 2016, Sunday would be 
the day we did not fly. There was 
the now familiar low level jet sitting 
over the field as well as a reinforcing 
front coming over the Sierra. My 
weather mentor, Steve Brown along 

with the other two meteorologists 
were of the same mind as what I had 
personally decided before briefing, 
that this was a day to stand up on the 
field, possibly a little tether, but not 
long. So Glow Show, and Dawn Pa-
trol came off as usual, but with the 
coming of dawn our balloonmeister, 
Katie Griggs, cancelled flight oper-
ations. Other than those with very 
long drives, most of the remainder 
of the pilots stood up and provided 

either photo opportunities for visitor 
or in some cases tether rides.

The highlight of the awards 
brunch Sunday morning was Curt 
Pengelly receiving his Ed Yost 
Award from BFA Board Mem-
ber Katie Griggs.  Our return was 
thankfully uneventful as we returned 
via Bend to drop off one of the crew 
(Dave A.) and then Janna (#2 grand-
daughter) and I returned to Yamhill 
after another successful GRBR.
 

Great Reno Balloon Race
Continued from page 5

Reno Photos by Terri Dean
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42nd Annual 
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede

Or: The Remains of Typhoon Songa
By Shari Gale

We’ve been going to the Walla 
Walla Balloon Stampede since 1979. 
That first year we were crewing for 
someone else. The next year we 
came with our own balloon. We’ve 
seen years when the weather was 
perfect. We vividly remember one 
year when we flew in the morning, 
then again in the afternoon, did a 
nightglow, and then flew again the 
next morning. After that we drove 
home. We were exhausted by that 
point. Other years were just the op-
posite. There have been some years 
when we were lucky to get out even 
one flight or one glow. We’ve been 
skunked more than once. That is 
just the way it works out 
some times.

This year we knew 
our chances of getting a 
flight off were very, very 
small during the rally 
weekend. What was left 
of Typhoon Songa was 
coming our way. Actual-
ly, we drove through part 
of it on our way to Walla 
Walla. We dealt with 
hard, driving rain; stand-
ing water on the road; 
and nasty wind especially 
in the Columbia River 
Gorge. There were a few 

times when we’d start to hydroplane 
and I’d say, “That was scary!” Tim 
always agreed with me, which made 
it all the scarier for me. However, 
the scariest moment happened when 
the semi next to us started to hydro-
plane. We moved over next to the 
concrete divider to give the guy as 
much room as possible. I was quite 
happy to pull into the parking lot at 
our hotel in Walla Walla after that 
five-hour drive.

The rally officially had started on 
Wednesday with Kid’s Day. Eleven 
balloons tethered giving rides to any 
and all kids who got in line. Mother 
Nature seems to like kids because 

she granted the event good weather 
that morning. There was even an af-
ternoon flight that day, but from then 
on she wasn’t so kind. Thursday the 
weather turned nasty. The morning 
press flight was cancelled.

Rally organizer, Scott Spen-
cer, moved the pilot briefing to the 
hotel lobby Friday morning. Several 
people showed up at the briefing in 
pajamas. That got a huge laugh from 
everyone. I found it especially funny 
watching some non-balloon person 
walk through the lobby at that mo-
ment. The guy almost broke his neck 
from doing such a quick double take. 
The morning flight was cancelled. 

After all it was raining and 
very windy outside. No one 
argued with that decision.

Friday night we were 
scheduled to glow. Scott 
called a pilot briefing for 
3:30 that afternoon. The 
weather looked like it 
would be good. As it turned 
out it was calm. As far as 
balloon operations go we 
could have pulled off the 
glow. Scott, however, had 
another challenge with the 
glow other than just the The “Raver Clan” from Utah came appropriately dressed for Friday’s pilot 

briefing in the hotel lobby. Left to right: Dave and Dorothy Burr, and Max, 
Jordan, Lindsey and Mike Raver.  (Dorothy and Mike are siblings.)

Continued on page 8
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weather. The park had turned into a 
swamp. Thursday Walla Walla had 
0.38” of rain. There was an addition-
al 0.27” on Friday. The sandy loam 
soil in Walla Walla does not drain 
quickly. If we had driven our chase 
trucks out onto the park’s grass we 
would have left deep ruts. Scott 
tried to find another location in town 
where the balloons could inflate. 
The Wal-Mart parking lot was under 
consideration, but they could not 
track down the manager. If they 
had moved the location they still 
would have the challenge of trying 
to inform all the spectators at the last 
minute. The logistics of the night-
glow was a huge 
nightmare. 

Scott made the 
right decision to 
call off the glow. 

Without an 
event that eve-
ning Tim, our 
crewmember, 
Jim Churchill, 
and I decided to 
go on our own 
adventure. First 
up was a stop in 
Milton-Freewater 
to visit long time 
crewmember, 

Lisa McDonald. She owns a fleet 
of antique cars. She had just bought 
a 1914 Ford Model T Brass and 
Wood Depot Hack. I’d seen photos 
on Facebook, but I wanted to see it 
in person. There was a break in the 
weather, so Lisa generously took us 
out for a ride around her rural neigh-
borhood. The top speed of the truck 
is only about 30 to 35 miles per 
hour, but it felt like we were going 
70! It was so much fun. 

Next we drove back to Pendleton 
for dinner. What? There are great 
restaurants in Walla Walla. Why 
go to Pendleton? We wanted to go 
to Joe’s Fiesta Restaurant on Main 
Street. Joe is a friend, and in my 
opinion he serves the best Mexican 
food in Oregon. Joe greeted us with 
a huge hug. As he disappeared to get 

us some chips and his wonderful sal-
sa, which is like no other I’ve ever 
tasted, his wife asked us, “Do you 
want menus? Or do you want Joe to 
surprise you?” We all three asked to 
be surprised. Joe never disappoints. 
He will serve up something that is 
not even on the regular menu. I can 
never decide if it is the food that 
brings us back to the restaurant over 
and over or if it is talking to Joe. 
He has a great sense of humor. It is 
always a delight to go to his restau-
rant, even when we have to drive an 
hour out of our way to get there.

Saturday morning it looked like 
there would be a window of time 
in which we could launch the bal-
loons. But here again, the choice 

Look at that blue sky! Look at those balloons! This happend during the Kid’s Day Wednesday morning. We weren’t there to enjoy it.  Photo by Keith Crain.

We could not glow our balloon, but we could have fun. Our long time crewmember, Lisa McDonald, took us on a ride in her 
1914 Model T Brass and Wood Depot Hack. Jim Churchill and Tim Gale are in back while Lisa is in the driver’s seat.       

Photos by Shari Gale

Continued on page 9

WWBS
Continued from page 7
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was not simply about the current 
weather. There was standing water 
in the park, but there was also a lot 
of standing water in the farm fields 
surrounding town. We talked to 
one farmer’s wife. She had told us 
that they could not get out into the 
fields to plant their winter wheat. 
You know if a tractor can’t drive 
around in a field, we should not be 
trying it with our chase trucks. Scott 
toyed with the idea of finding a 
good launch site where we would be 
“guaranteed” to land at the airport. 
Well, as we all know there are no 
guarantees in ballooning. He, there 
again, made the wise choice to 
consider the launch/landing condi-
tions in addition to the weather. The 
risk to community relations was just 
too steep a price to pay if the winds 
shifted while we were in the air. 

We ended up going out to break-
fast with our wonderful crew. We 
sat around in the restaurant a long 

time just talking and enjoying each 
other’s company. Typical for Walla 
Walla, our waitress apologized to us 
for the bad weather. In truth, we felt 
like we should be apologizing to her. 
This is one of the things I appreciate 
the most about the Walla Walla area: 
The people in that community show 
boundless support for our sport. 
That means a lot to me. (See related 
story.)

By mid-Saturday it was obvious 
the rally was just not going to have 
more than one event. Scott called 
it off. There would be no briefing 
on Sunday morning. Balloonists 
had been leaving town since Friday 
morning. Those of us that were left 
made the best of the situation. We 
went shopping and ran into a lot of 
other balloonists doing the same 
thing. Terri and Greg Schofield 
asked the hotel’s permission to set 
up their barbecue in the hotel court-
yard, so they could fix their tailgate 
chili. They served it in the hotel bar 
to anyone who wanted it. Others 
were out on yet another wine tasting 
trip. There was a lot of wine tasting 

WWBS
Continued from page 8

going on the entire weekend. All 
those new, fancy wineries in town 
were happy with us. 

By the time the Saturday evening 
party took place there weren’t a lot 
of us left. Everyone ate very well! 
Tim and I brought the pan of brown-
ies I had baked for the weekend. It 
did not take too long before the pan 
was completely empty.

Our good-byes all happened at 
the Saturday night party. Sunday 
morning we got up early and were 
soon on the road home. We had dry 
pavement almost all the way back. 
We had a few light rain showers 
here and there as we got closer to 
Portland. It did not start to rain hard 
until we drove into our driveway and 
started to unload the truck. (Mother 
Nature has a really nasty sense of 
humor!) 

Yes, the weekend could have 
gone a whole lot better, but the right 
decisions were made for all the right 
reasons. We look forward to coming 
to the Walla Walla Balloon Stam-
pede in 2017. I know we will have a 
lot of fun. We always do. 

Event organizer, Scott Spencer,  along with Rorique Toye gave a weather briefing on 
Wednesday. This was the last time they smiled when the topic of weather was discussed. (For 
the record, Rorique was in charge of the weather, so it was all his fault.)

Just before Tic Toc took off this image was captioned by Walla Walla Balloon Stampede 
Official Photographer, Keith Crain. 

A huge thank you goes to Keith who allowed me to use any and all the photos he took over 
the weekend. His generousity is greatly appreciated. In other words, any photo attached to 
this story featuring an actual balloon was taken by Keith. Without him your visual pleasure 
would be nil.
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Walla Walla Photos by Keith Crain
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The community of Walla Walla, 
Washington has given the ballooning 
community strong support for over 40 
years. We could not fly at all this year 
due to the leftovers from a typhoon of 
all things. Here’s only a part of what the 
local paper had to say:

“It is unfortunate the weather might 
ground the rest of this year’s event. Still, 
we had one launch, and it’s always nice 
to have balloonists back in the com-
munity — even if they spend more time 
than they would like on the ground. 

“The Walla Walla Balloon Stam-
pede, rain or shine, is an event that 
feels like home for folks in this Valley.”

Walla Walla Union Bulletin, Octo-
ber 13, 2016

During the event launch updates/
cancellations were posted on the 
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede Face-
book page. When the rally was finally 
cancelled on Saturday afternoon, the 
outpouring of support from the local 
population was impressive. Here are 

a few quotes taken from their final 
posting:

“We appreciate all the effort every-
one has put forth to bring the excite-
ment of balloon flight to town.”

“So sorry to hear the news, but the 
powers that be have the say so here and 
Mother Nature won’t cooperate. Thanks 
for everyone making the trek here for 
this event and thanks for choosing safe-
ty for all here. Hope to return to area 
another year for this fun event! (Trav-
eled from Seattle, but have fond memo-
ries of balloon events from growing up 
in this vicinity.)”

“So sorry to hear the news. Thank 
you for your hard work Scott, and to 
all pilots and crews for hanging onto 
the hope of flyable weather. I know how 
disappointed you all are. Stay safe as 
you all travel home.”

“Thank you for EVERYTHING you 
and your entire crew do to bring bal-
looning to Walla Walla!”

WWBS Has An Exceptional Community Support

It’s Time To
Elect The 2017
Executive Committee
The ballot for the WAS Executive 
Committee will be e-mailed to you 
soon. It will also run in the December 
newsletter. 

Please be sure to vote by return e-mail 
no later than Friday, December 2nd, 
    or bring your ballot to the Christmas              
       party. 

    The 2017 Executive Committee       
   will be announced at the     
  WAS Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 10th.

Meep!  Meep!
Join WAS today!

Be part of the local 
ballooning community.

Fill out the application 
located on page 15 

and send it to the club 
treasurer: Dale Justice.

You Will Be Glad You Did!
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Ten years ago Cory and I went to 
Albuquerque to crew for Mike Lay-
man, the last weekend of the Fiesta. 
It is known as shapes weekend. We 
crewed for Mike each day as he had 
VIP passengers. One morning I flew 
and was lucky enough to drop my 
baggie on one target that already had 
a two-foot pile of baggies on it.  The 
thought of returning to Albuquerque 
had begun.

This year in early September I 
got a call from a company that flies 
private balloon flights year round in 
Albuquerque. They wanted to know 
if I was available to fly during the 
Fiesta. They are a small ride compa-
ny in Albuquerque with a business 
very similar to what Vista Balloons 
has in Newberg. They were looking 
for a contract pilot that could be 
there on Wednesday prior to the start 
of Fiesta and stay until the Monday 
after fiesta ended, a total of 13 days.

It worked out, so I headed to 
Albuquerque on Wednesday after-
noon prior to Fiesta to meet with the 
company owners and the six regular 
pilots. They gave me the important 
information I needed, about the 

local flying area, red zones, the local 
weather phone number, and all the 
other facts needed for flying the 
area. They also gave me the keys 
to the chase van, with the balloon 
attached, the keys to my hotel, ad-
dresses to put into my GPS for the 
balloon company office, the launch 
site, the motel and the propane refu-
el site. After that they said, “See you 
at the launch site at 6 am Thursday 
morning.” Since Rainbow Ryders 
has the contract for all paid flights 
from the Fiesta field, several of their 
balloons plus all the other local 
companies were flying the overflow 
passengers on the west side of Albu-
querque. It is known as the Mesa. 

I am glad I brought my GPS, cell 
phone and charger with me, as all 
three would prove to be very valu-
able to me over the next 13 days. 

The balloon I was going to fly 
was a brand new Cameron 0-105 
Concept, named Elegante, with just 
19 hours total time on it. We met at 
the launch site on Thursday morn-
ing, and James the lead pilot helped 
with the inflation. He then joined me 
along with our first set of passengers 
for the first flight. We followed the 
six other balloons out of the launch 
site. Having never flown a Cameron 
before I was a little concerned at 
first, however the fear was unwar-
ranted, it was very easy to fly. James 
signed me off and we were ready to 
go.

Thursday morning the fiesta 
pilots started showing up to register. 
I went to the field, after our flight, to 
see if could connect with anyone I 
knew. I saw several people I know. 
They were picking up a Fiesta Red 
Zone Map, and their official tote 
bags. 

Friday I met up with Bill and 
Shelly Woodhead. We wen to the 
Fiesta Park along with an estimat-
ed 100,000 other speculators, for 

a nightglow to kick off Fiesta. Bill 
sold both Arky and his WWJD 
balloon, and purchased a smaller 
77 that looked just like his WWJD 
balloon but without the lettering. We 
had a beautiful glow with Bill’s new 
balloon, watched a spectacular fire-
works display, and then we headed 
out for dinner. We went in search of 
famous Albuquerque ribs with your 
choice of Red or Green Chiles.

After each morning flight I had 
the day to go explore the area. I went 
to Old Town several times to check 
out the local tourist stops.  Each day 
was a new adventure. After 26 years 
being around balloons, Janet asked 
me to please bring her back some-
thing else rather than balloon shirts.  
Well this proved to be an adventure 
in itself, taking me to many areas 
in and around Albuquerque to find 
such a shirt. Eventually on the last 
day in Albuquerque I did find just 
the right shirt for her, no balloons, 
with a silhouette of wolves, and the 
words New Mexico. Mission accom-
plished, and she loves her shirt.

Monday found me with Bill 

Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta 2016  
By Greg Miller
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Woodhead and Robert Raper at the 
Swap and Fly swap meet at the Fi-
esta field. There was everything you 
can imagine there. If it was balloon 
related, it was at the swap meet. It 
was lots of fun, and I had a great 
time helping Bill.

Tuesday after the flight I went 
back to the Fiesta Field for the Safe-
ty Seminar. Lunch was included. It 
was a great seminar and it had some 
great topics. Before the seminar, I 
was able to go through the vendor 
booths and check out all the new 
ballooning stuff. For me it all stayed 
on the shelves. I was mainly inter-
ested in what was new and alluring 
to the buyers.

After the flight Wednesday 
morning I went back at Fiesta field 
for a pilot’s BBQ. It was a great 
chance to mingle with pilots I know 
and to meet so many others. The 
food was great for sure.  Also on that 
Wednesday was the Special Shapes 
Party. Since I fly a shape in some 
events, I had a ticket waiting for 
me for the Shapes dinner.  I ran into 
Sue Dietz and Kong and some other 
Northwest connections.

Thursday on Shapes Day Cory 
and Angela arrived. We were able to 
make it down to the Shapes Night 
Glow. The estimated attendance 
was over 150,000 people. There 
were 130 special shape balloons in 
the nightglow, and of course, more 
fireworks afterwards.  It was almost 
impossible to get through the crowd 
to get pictures and see all the shapes.  
I have enclosed just one picture 
showing some of the shapes.

If you get the chance to go to the 
Shapes Night Glow, I highly recom-
mend it.

Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
after my flight, Cory, Angela, and I 
took off to do some tourist things. 
Angela had never been to New Mex-
ico and wanted to see everything. 
I took her to Old Town; plus we 

went on a train ride to Santa Fe for 
an excellent Mexican dinner; to the 
Balloon Museum; and all the other 
sites in town.  I had a great time with 
them for the last weekend of the 
Fiesta.

On Monday following the Fiesta 
I had one more flight to do, then it 
was time to head back to Oregon.

They do a few things different 
in Albuquerque then we do in the 
Northwest. It was heart breaking 
to see a brand new balloon inflated 
on the desert sand without a tarp. 
When I asked them about it they 
said. “Look around. There is sand 
everywhere. The tarp wouldn’t help 
much so we don’t use them.”  I 
also, usually fly with plenty of crew. 
Maybe I am even a little spoiled 
when it comes to crew. The standard 
in Albuquerque was to have just one 
crew person. Their job was mainly 
to drive the chase vehicle. The other 
crew is made up of your passengers. 
If you have young, energetic passen-
gers this system works well. Howev-

Albuquerque
Continued from page 12

er, if you have passengers that are all 
senior citizens it doesn’t work out so 
well. You just have to make the best 
of it.

We flew eleven times; I had 
38 total passengers, landed in the 
residential streets six times (which I 
found they don’t like to do, but, hey, 
street or desert I will take the street 
every time). We had four landings 
in the desert, which proved very 
interesting. Once I landed in a Home 
Land Security area. I ended up with 
a full police escort on our way out. 
Due to the nature of the site I can’t 
tell you any more than that. 

I was there 13 days and had a 
great time. In the end it worked out 
to be slightly better than a full paid 
vacation and I got to fly a lot, partic-
ipate in a lot of activities, see a lot of 
friends, made several new friends, 
and had a good time. I got home 
just in time to sleep a few hours and 
drive to Walla Walla for the Balloon 
Stampede, which is another story for 
another time.

Something to consider...

How many of us disconnect the balloon trailer from the chase vehicle in the 
motel parking lot during a rally weekend? Did you know that if that trailer should 
break free and roll into another car there is no coverage under your automobile 
policy? It’s true. There is coverage if you are towing the trailer and hit another 
car, but not if the trailer is disconnected from the covered vehicle. It seems that 
taking the extra effort to put chocks under the wheels of the trailer is a good 
practice. It’s better to be safe than paying out of pocket expenses for an unex-
pected boo boo.
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2016 Aeronaut/Crew of the Year Awards
 The Willamette Aeronaut Society’s Aeronaut and Crew of 
the Year Awards are annually presented to individuals who have 
made a significant contribution to the sport of ballooning during 
the past year.
 It’s time to make a nomination for the 2016 awards. Please 
describe why the award should be given to the individual of your 
choice. Consider the accomplishments your fellow aeronauts, 
both pilots and crew, made in 2016. Any WAS member is eligible 
for nomination. 
 
 Send your nominations by e-mail to: 
 Dale Justice at outerlimits41@aol.com 
 
 Nominations must be received no later than 
 November 15, 2016 in order to be considered. 
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Newsletter Subscription Only
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. 
Information published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Un-
less otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Speed Bird took a flight on Kid’s Day during the Walla Walla Balloon Stampede. Photo by 
Keith Crain.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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