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Happy 
Birthday!

2016 WAS Officers
President: 
Michelle Gouldsmith 
mgouldsmith@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Justin Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

Others

Newsletter Editor: 
Shari Gale
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Activities Director: 
Pasha Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

WAS website: 
http://www.wasballoon.info

Jeanne Anson 9/2

Edie Stoaks 9/2

Matt Toth 9/9

Linda Brandt 9/15
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

September 23-25, 2016
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

Montague Balloon Fair
September 23-25, 2016
Montague, CA
Check out their Facebook page for 
more information

August 30 - September 4, 2016
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.net
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 2-5, 2016
The Alvord Playa Rally & 
Campout
Contact: Cheryl Isaacs 
971-226-7239
mc.isaacs@frontier.com

September 9-11, 2016
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-11, 2016
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy, WA
Contact: Kent/Kim Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 16-18, 2016
Alturas Balloonfest
Alturas, CA
Contact: Alturas Chamber of 
Comm.
530-233-4434

September 17, 2016
Hop & Heritage Festival
Independence, OR
Contact: Mark Trujillo
marktrujillo@comcast.net

October 1-9, 2016
Albuquerque International 
Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque, NM
For more information: 
http://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 2, 2016
WAS Meeting
Aurora Jet Center, Aurora, OR

October 12-16, 2016
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

August 13th several members of WAS gathered at Rock of Ages/Valley View Retirement Community 
for fun flight. The launch site is great. The winds were very light and variable. No one traveled very 
far even after an hour of flying. There is more about this event on the next page.

Photo by Dale Justice



AeroStats September 2016 • Volume 18, Number 9 Page 4

Valley View Airshow
Every year the members of WAS are invited to fly from the pic-

ture perfect meadow at Rock of Ages/Valley View Retirement Com-
munity just outside of McMinnville, Oregon. The organizers include 
a lot more than just a balloon launch in their one day event. They 
have a car show, a kid’s fun village, and music all day long. 

The balloonists love this event because we are so welcome by the 
community, and because the launch site is so beautiful. Dale flew for 
an hour and ended up back at the launch field near the pond, a total 
200 feet from the starting point.

A huge thank you goes to all the people at Valley View who work 
to make this event happen.

Photos by Shari Gale
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Ah! Albany!
2016 Northwest Art & Air Festival
by Shari Gale

There has been a balloon rally in 
Albany, Oregon since 1981. The first 
version was called the Great Alba-
ny Balloon Escape. Over the years 
there have been several other names, 
various organizations in charge, and 
several different launch location. But 
the one thing that has been consis-
tent through all the years has been 
the support of the people who live in 
the Albany area. It’s the locals who 
make this event so special.

This year there were some 
challenges. One was the launch site. 
Most of the area where the balloons 
launch was nothing but dirt a few 
months ago. The city had decided to 
level the field and plant new grass. It 
looked like it would be a real mess. 
The balloonmeister, Chris Whit-
field, was assured time and again 
that the grass would be suitable for 
the rally by the last full weekend in 
August. They were right. The field 
was in decent shape. The new turf 
even seemed to stand up to vehicles 
repeatedly driving on it. 

Nice job, Albany!

As for us personally, we were 
launching from a section of estab-
lished grass on the far west corner of 
the field, which has been our desig-
nated spot for several years now. It’s 
the perfect location. It is close to the 
stage where the pilot briefing is held, 
but not so close that the speakers 
blast us. It’s near an exit and a port-
a-potty. What more can you ask for?

Now Laura Owes Us

The winds took us south. Tim 
landed in a beautiful field just off 
99W south of the small town of 
Tangent. When he picked this site he 
did not know there was one rather 
shocking problem with the field. It 
was surrounded by an electric fence. 
The owner often has a herd of sheep 
in that field. The sheep weren’t 
there Friday morning, but the fence 
was still there. No one volunteered 
to check to see if it was hot or not. 
It wasn’t a high fence, so it was 
possible to step over it. It was not 
possible to drive out to the balloon. 
At least, we could not find a gate 
anywhere nearby. Luckily, there 
was a nice yard with a large turn 
around and a friendly owner. We 
just walked the balloon up and over 
the fence. It’s a bonus that we have 
some crewmembers who are agile, 
with long legs. 

We spread out our tarp and 
deflated our balloon. The next thing 
we knew we had company. Laura 
Hancock decided our tarp was call-
ing her. She had landed in the same 
field, and her crew walked her over 

to our location. The deal was she 
could use our tarp, but her crew had 
to put it away for us. Tim and I have 
such great crew that the moment 
Laura’s basket and envelope were 
off the tarp they had it packed up. So 
now Laura owes us. (Hmm. I think I 
like this situation.)

Mother Nature Flexed Her Might

On Saturday we woke up to 
wind and more wind. The pi-balls 
were moving in a more horizontal 
than vertical direction. To compound 
that problem, the wind was out of 
the south. Going north from Tim-
ber Linn Park offers a more limited 
landing zone. After waiting until the 
sun came up it was determined the 
best course was to close the field. 
Safety first. I did not hear one word There were some bare spots on the new grass, 

but the launch field was so much better than 
any of us expected. A big thank you goes to the 
Albany Parks Department.

Tim Gale (left) and Laura Hancock (right) 
shared a landing site. Laura used our tarp, but 
did not “pay” the agreed upon price. We will 
extract our payment eventually. We’re waiting. 

Continued on page 6
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of criticism about that decision. All 
I heard was talk about which restau-
rant to invade for breakfast.

Friday had been hot with a high 
of about 95°, which is hot by Willa-
mette Valley standards. Saturday had 
been windy. What would Sunday 
bring?

Sunday brought perfect weather. 
The winds had flipped back around 
to the preferred direction. Plus they 
were light and variable. Mother 
Nature decided to finally give us 
exactly what we wanted.

Tim headed right where I 
thought he would go — the Freeway 
Lakes. He wasn’t alone. At one point 
there were about seven balloons in 
the water. Over the years we have 
discovered the perfect spot to watch 
the balloons come down into the 
lake. It’s on private property, and 
you have to walk across the land-
owner’s large, manicured lawn to get 
to the lake front. Usually the land-
owner is outside watching. They’ve 
even been known to have their lawn 
chairs out and they invite the neigh-
bors over for the show. This year 
there was not a soul to be seen.

I was not about to go across their 
yard without their permission. That’s 
just rude. So I stood on the edge of 

their lawn and watched Tim and Bill 
Woodhead drop down to the level of 
the lake. I could just make out the 
colors of the balloons through the 
trees. It was torture to be so close, 
yet so far from the action. Eventual-
ly, the landowner came out and said, 
“Why are you standing here?” 

 “Because I don’t want to go 
over there without an OK from you.”

“Go. Go! You always have my 
permission.”

That’s all it took. We were off 
as fast as we could go. We did not 
want to miss the perfect photo op. It 
turned out we could have walked at 
the speed of a turtle and still got the 
perfect photo. The trees were a wind 
barrier. The pilots were all able to 
come in and just park on the lake for 
a long time. 

We enjoyed watching Brann 
Smith, from Chico, CA take his 
stuffed teddy bear for a swim. He 
tied the bear to the end of his crown 
line. When he came in for the splash 
’n’ dash, the bear did a swim ‘n’ 
soak. 

Meanwhile, Tim was sand-
wiched between Bill Woodhead 
and Jesse Rafn. Tim overheard Bill 
suggest to Jesse that they take off 
and shower Knight-N-Gale as they 
passed overhead. Tim said, “Oh, no 
you don’t!” He’s flying a 77. Bill 
and Jesse were in 90’s. Guess which 
one has a quicker response time 

than the other 
two? Tim was 
up and gone 
before they 
could respond. 
Jesse did give 
it a good try, 
however.

The flight 
lasted only a 
little longer. 
Tim landed in 
a huge harvest-
ed field. He 
wasn’t alone. 
There were at 
least nine other 
balloons in that 

Ah! Albany!
Continued from page 5

Upon arriving at the edge of the lake this was the very first photo I took. Bill 
Woodhead in his new balloon is in behind Tim Gale flying Knight-N-Gale.

Here’s proof that Brann Smith had a soggy teddy 
bear by the end of the day.

field. There was an equal number 
across the road in another harvested 
field. 

That’s the beauty of the Albany 
area. At this time of year the landing 
sites are about 50 acres in size (if not 
bigger). It’s easy to find a wonderful 
landing site. Best of all, the vast ma-
jority of the landowners are pro-bal-
loon. They have no problem with the 
balloons landing on their property 
so long as it is harvested and/or not 
plowed. 

Jesse Rafn, flying the Re/MAX balloon tried to 
go over the top of Knight-N-Gale, but Tim took 
off first. He wasn’t about to let Jesse drip all over 
him.
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Ah! Albany!
Continued from page 6

It was 
a delightful 
weekend. We 
met some very 
enthusiastic 
people. One 
little boy even 
showed up 
with a “tattoo” 
of our for-
mer balloon, 
Checkmate, 
drawn on his 
arm. How 
cute was that?

As always 
we enjoyed 
our time in 

Albany. It’s the people who make us 
feel so welcome. 

We have been to every rally in 
Albany since 1981. We plan to be 
there next year. (And the next year, 
and the next, and the next, and…)
 

Our sponsor, the City of Millersburg, gave their 
rides to Monique. She is turning 18 a few days 
after the rally. She chose to go up with her boy-
friend, Daniel. When we arrived at the field Fri-
day morning there was a large group of people 
standing in our launch spot in the dark. It turned 
out that Monique’s mother, grandmother, little 
brother, little sister, and a neighbor kid all came 
out to enjoy the experience along with her. They 
were a delightful family. Our crewmember, Cody 
Gardner (who can be seen photo bombing this 
shot as he stands behind Daniel and Monique), 
took the family under his wing. He answered all 
their balloon related questions, plus he offered 
to go with them on the chase so they would not 
get lost. The family members ended up having 
almost as much fun as the birthday girl. 

Our passengers on Sunday were Armando and 
Cindy Nunez. Cindy was a little scared. Armando 
wasn’t! Tim took pity on Cindy. He landed as 
soon as he could so she could experience the 
entire flight process. Once he took off again there 
were no unknowns to worry about, that is until 
Tim decided to do a splash ‘n’ dash in a lake. 
Cindy told me later she was worried about the 
depth of the lake. She did fine, and seemed to 
really enjoy the flight a lot — once she was back 
on terra firma. Armando insisted upon sharing 
with us some of the frozen produce his company 
sells. He and his brother brought us two huge 
boxes stuffed with all kinds of frozen vegetables. 
It was much more than we could cram into our 
cooler so we shared with other local pilots and 
the people who were cooking/serving the excel-
lent brunch. His generosity was appreciated by 
everyone!

Jeanne Anson, Brandon, SD, landed in the same 
huge field we were in. Kearney Davis, Battle-
ground, WA chose to fly on to the next one. It 
doesn’t look like it from this photo, but there 
were at least nine balloons in this field. It was so 
big that Jeanne looks like she is all by herself.

All photos for this story by Shari Gale.

We shared a landing site with Laura Hancock Friday morning. Monique’s little sister and brother 
helped Laura squeeze the wind out of Morning Glory. They thought this was the very best part of the 
entire morning. They had a blast. They will remember Monquie’s 18th birthday present as much as 
their sister will in years to come.

We meet the most wonderful people every time we are in Albany. These are just the people we met. 
Take that number and multiply by 38. That’s how many balloons flew during the Northwest Art and 
Air Festival.

You will find more of my photos on the next page.

A huge thank you goes to the City of Albany, the Parks Department, 
Chris Whitfield, the rally’s sponsors and the scores of volunteers for 
this event. Their efforts make this one of the very best rallies in the 
Pacific Northwest.
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Balloonmeister, Chris Whitfield, was one of the many balloons who 
camped out at Freeway Lakes Park for the morning.

The powered parachutes 
were around all weekend. 
The city immediately called 
the airport, which is next 
door to the launch field, 
to tell them to not get too 
close to the balloons after 
they had buzzed the launch 
field on Friday. The airport 
manager is going to take it 
a step further next year. He 
plans to hold a training for 
the powered parachute pi-
lots before next year’s rally.

Cheryl Isaacs, flying LaBrisa Del Mar, was one 
of the many balloons who visited the Freeway 
Lake area. The weather was perfect on Sunday 
morning for a lake side photograph.

I had lots of extra crew on Sunday. Some of them 
have crewed for us for years and years. I turned 
crew chief duties over to Leslie Berning and went 
for a long walk to the other end of the launch 
field. It was wonderful getting to look at things 
from a different angle. My crew is the best!

Bill Woodhead’s new balloon, His Sky.

No, this is not Jesse Rafn’s balloon. This one 
belongs to Gay James from Chico, California.

Ingrid Martell and Carrie Hanneman leaving the 
launch field. 

All photos on this page by Shari Gale.
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Some Spectacular Photos Taken at the Northwest Art & Air Festival

The top left photo was taken by Lonnie Thurston. He’s a commercial photographer. He 
generously shared his photo with this newsletter. Most commercial photographers won’t do 
that, so his contribution is greatly appreciated!

The other three photos were taken by Monroe, WA balloon pilot Dawne Rushkarski. She 
consistantly gets some wonderful photos while she is aloft. Thank you, Dawne, for always 
being willing to share. 
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Northwest Art & Air Festival Photos by Dale Justice

Get out your calendar right now. 
Mark down Sunday, October 2nd at 1:00 PM 

It’s the first fall WAS meeting.
You won’t want to miss it!

La Jolla shortly after a splash ‘n’ dash.
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It’s Time To Think About the Club Leadership!
Do you want to help run this club? Raise your hand and step forward. 

Call one of the current club officers to put your name on the ballot. 

Nominations are now open for the 
WAS Executive Committe for 2017.
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Here is another wonderful photo taken during the Northwest Art & Air Festival in Albany, Oregon. This photo was by pilot Jeanne Anson, Brandon, SD.



AeroStats September 2016 • Volume 18, Number 9 Page 12

The following is a letter WAS received from a man who is trying to organizing a new event in Oakland, Oregon.   

The 1st annual CIVIL WAR DAYS are scheduled as a one-day event at Historic Oakland, Oregon on September 
17, 2016.  To the east of town the Northwest Civil War Council (www.nwcwc.org) is conducting their very authen-
tic civil war reenactment at Mildred Kinipe Memorial Park.

The city is shutting down for a city wide Living History Celebration in conjunction with the event. The city will 
be hosting various vendors, period demonstrations, music venues, etc. At the day’s end (+/-6 pm) there will be a 
civil war ball/ gala at the Turkey Hall on 2nd Street. Our site of approximately 20 acres is hosting all the parking for 
the event with shuttles to and from the reenactment and the activities in town.

We have approximately five acres of groomed field area and approximately five acres of concrete available for 
parking.

In addition to the city’s activities we are offering real stagecoach novelty rides to town throughout the day. Our 
site and 15K square foot building is currently set aside for BBQ food service, a beer garden and other miscellaneous 
activities.

We would like to have at least one or two balloonists on site throughout the day as well. Although this is not a 
formal sponsored event we are willing to compensate those balloonists who are interested and available.

Next year I envision five to ten balloonists with a more grand public appeal and sanctioned sponsors.
I hope this narration answers some of your questions and look forward to your response.

 
Sincerely,  Doug Foust,  925-202-2481

Ever Fly in Oakland? Your Chance May Have Just Arrived.

Don’t fade into the 
background. 

Become part of your 
local ballooning 

community.

Join WAS today!
It’s easy to do. Just fill out the application 

located on the next page.

http://www.nwcwc.org/
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2016 WAS Membership Application

Name:
Birthday:  Month  Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No
Name: ________________________________________Birthday: Month  __________ Day ____ JB ❏ Yes ❏ No

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   ❏  Junior Balloonist ($15 per JB)
We will forward new Junior Balloonists to the BFA Office. Be sure to include JB’s name above.

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. In-
formation published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Unless 
otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132

Please use a 2nd page if you have family mem-
bers with additional information such as cell 
phone # and/or BFA #’s. 
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Northwest Art and Air Festival balloonmeister, Chris Whitfield, dropped in for a splash ‘n’ 
dash on the last day of the event. He worked hard on this rally and deserves to be on the cover 
of AeroStats. (It’s the only payment he will receive.)

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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