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Happy 
Birthday!

2017 WAS Officers
President: 
Michelle Gouldsmith 
mgouldsmith@gmail.com

Vice President: 
Justin Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Dale Justice
outerlimits41@aol.com

Others

Newsletter Editor: 
Shari Gale
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Activities Director: 
Pasha Luber
pjluber@gmail.com

WAS website: 
http://www.wasballoon.info
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The next WAS meeting is 
scheduled for October 1st. 

Until then, see you out on the 
launch field!
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

August 12, 2017
Valley View Air Show
McMinnville,	OR
Contact:	Shiela	Selby
sheilas@onlinemac.com

August 16-23, 2017
Big Summit Ranch Rally
Prineville,	OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 16-22, 2017
Oregon Solar Fest
Madras, OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 25-27, 2017
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 3, 2017
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
For	more	information	
http://spiritofboise.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

September 8-10, 2017
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-10, 2017
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy,	WA
Contact:	Kent/Kim	Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 15-17, 2017
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:	Alturas	Chamber	of	Comm.
530-233-4434

September 22-24, 2017
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

September 22-24, 2017 
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague,	CA
For	more	information:
http://www.directory-online.com/websites/
ShastaValleyYreka/balloon-fair.php

October 1, 2017, 2:00 PM
October WAS Meeting
Aurora	Jet	Center,	14357	Keil	Rd	NE,
Aurora,	Oregon	(in	a	new	building)

October 18-22, 2017
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally
	

See you at the Valley View Airshow
August 12, 2017

McMinnville, OR

All are welcome — no matter what you drive in order to get to the launch field!

http://nwartandair.org
http://www.renoballoon.com
http://www.directory-online.com/websites/ShastaValleyYreka/balloon-fair.php
http://www.directory-online.com/websites/ShastaValleyYreka/balloon-fair.php
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Piloting aircraft and medications 
can clash in unfortunate ways. The 
accident of 2016 in Texas involved 
a pilot with a large collection of 
various pharmaceuticals in his 
blood stream at the time of the 
accident. While impairment was not 
a clear cause, the extensive list of 
substances was problematic. Most of 
us have taken various medications 
and have noted the effects on our 
bodies and awareness. Not all 
medications are an issue, yet those 
with sedating effects, such as some 
antihistamines are of significant 
concern. There are other situations 
where one medication may be 
acceptable yet when taken with 
another may result in impairment. 
Yes, it is complicated, yet there are 
resources to help figure out how to 
avoid medication issues when you 
fly.

Per an FAA study in 2011, 570 
of 1353 pilots tested positive for 
medications and drugs. Of that 
set, 511 of the 570 were flying 
under CFR Part 91. Of those 570, 
impairment was undetermined, yet is 
a cause for concern.

First: Be aware of the substances 
you’re using. Over the counter 
medications have labeling as a part 
of their packaging. Check on the 
generic chemical names contained in 
the medication. If there are warnings 
against operating machinery or 
driving while taking the medication, 
beware. If the labeling cautions 
“causes drowsiness” heed the 
warning. Some of the side effects 
are longer lasting than the intended 
effect on your body. Look at the 
normal dosing interval and multiply 
times five. So if the medication is 
taken four times per day or every 

six hours, that will be a thirty hour 
period between dosage and flight. 
One common antihistamine/sleep 
aid is diphenhydramine (Benedryl). 
It has a wait time of 60 hours before 
you can fly. This is quite common in 
over the counter medications.

Second: Check-out the FAA 
guide for aviation medical examiners 
(AME). Search the web on “Do Not 
Issue-Do Not Fly.” The discussion 
covers a lot of medications and 
their effects on flight. If you have 
an AOPA membership, there’s a 
searchable list available under the 
FAA AME reference. As balloon 
pilots, we don’t have a required 
relationship with an AME, yet we 
have signed a statement indicating 
that we have no impairment that 
would prevent us from flying. Is that 
still true? The onus is on us as LTA 
balloon pilots to avoid impairment.

Third: Make sure your personal 
physician is aware that you pilot an 
aircraft. With that knowledge, some 
medications may be avoided for 
whatever treatment you receive. 

Fourth: If you start a new 
medication and it is an acceptable 
medication, use caution and avoid 
flight when you first start to take it to 
see how it interacts with your body. 
Each of us is different on how the 
various medications can affect us. 
It’s better to discover a challenging 
side effect while on the ground 
rather than in the air.

Finally: Pilots can be “unaware 
of impair” where the medication 
masks cognitive abilities. Don’t 
count on recognizing your own 
impairment. Start back on step 
one of this list to recognize how 
your piloting abilities can be 
compromised.

We need to be at our best 
while in the air. Don’t assume the 
medications are benign and the 
intended effect is all that matters. 
The side effects can dull your senses 
and take the joy of flight at the worst 
time. 

Pilots & Medications
by Tim Gale - FAAst Team Representative

Photo by Andrea McEvoy

Vista Balloon Adventures based in Newberg, Oregon 
knows how to show their colors to the best advantage!
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4th Annual Freedom Aloft Balloon Rally
Prineville, Oregon

Balloonmeister Greg Miller preparing for lift off with a little help from his 
friends. Photo by Barry Reid.

Photo contributed by Mark Trujillo

Left ot right: Greg Miller, Kearney Davis, Jeff Beebe and Karalynn Mumm 
tethering on Friday morning. Photo by Barry Reid.

Four years ago, just two weeks 
before the 4th of July, then Chamber 
of Commerce director, Holli 
Thomas, called me and said she 
needed a huge favor. The favor was 
to bring balloons to Prineville for 
a rally.  Really, Holli? Two weeks 
away and you want balloons?  Well, 
I found two other pilots that were 
not already booked, and the three 
of us put on the first Freedom Aloft 
over the 4th of July weekend. That 
phone call started a new adventure 
for Central Oregon.

The second year we grew to 
seven balloons, then to ten last year, 
and then to 12 balloons this year.  
We had pilots and their balloons, 

from several states converge on 
Prineville to be part of The 4th 
Annual Freedom Aloft Hot Air 
Balloon Rally.

The pilot and crew reception was 
hosted by one of our sponsors, the 
Sandwich Factory, with a yummy 
Mexican dinner, that left everyone 
craving more. It was great to look 
at the sea of orange shirts that the 
almost 50 crew were wearing at the 
reception.

Friday morning we stayed in 
two side-by-side parks offering free 
tethered flights to the community.  
According to the tickets the pilots 
collected we did tethers for 208 
passengers. After the tethers we 

went to Ochoco Brewing and Diner, 
another one of our sponsors, for an 
absolutely grand breakfast. After 
breakfast everyone fanned out to 
explore Central Oregon.

Saturday morning the winds 
were brisk, three balloons launched 
and quickly landed, and a few 
did tethers and static displays. 
Afterwards we enjoyed a very nice 
tailgate provided by another sponsor, 
Ray’s Market.

Saturday evening we waited 
out the sunshine and the winds and 
started the nightglow at 10 pm.  
Remember, the night of the glow 
was just 10 days removed from the 

Continued on page 6

by Greg Miller
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longest daylight day of the year, so 
the glow was late, but so worth it. 
To the delight of more than a 1,000 
people five pilots; Robert Raper, 
Kearney Davis,  Karalyn Mumm, 
Dave Ellis, and Bill Woodhead did a 
great job with the glow.

Sunday morning, beautiful blue 

skies and soft winds welcomed all 
12 balloons to the air over Prineville 
and Crook County. It was an 
absolutely beautiful morning. All the 
pilots had a wonderful flight. The 
pages of Facebook were filled with 
pictures.

The 4th Annual Freedom Aloft 
Rally was a big success. I want to 
thank all the pilots and crew, and 
the great local sponsors who made 

Freedom Aloft
Continued from page 5

this event successful. Besides the 
niteglow pilots and myself, we also 
had the following pilots: Jeff Beebe, 
Mark Trujillo, Ingrid Martell, Koh 
Murai,  Marianne LeDoux, and Alan 
Sanderson come to fly with us. 

The roster has been set, and we 
can’t wait until next year when we 
come back to do it again at The 5th 
Annual Freedom Aloft Rally.

Alan Sanderson, pictured above, landed at the Apple Data Center. The 
security guards were very nice, but they would not allow anyone on the 
property who did not have ID. Only one of Alan’s crewmembers was carry-
ing any ID. Oops! Photo by Barry Reid (the guy with the ID).

Photo contributed by 
Mark Trujillo

Photo contributed by 
Kearney Davis

Photo contributed by Kearney Davis

Photo contributed by Mark Trujillo
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More Freedom Aloft Photos
All photos on this page by 
J. Bryan Chierici Photography
from Boise, Idaho

Thanks, Joe, for sharing your excellent work. The photo directly above 
is of a balloon called Griffin flown by our own Dave Ellis (our wonder-
ful web master). The balloon to the right is Farmer’s Daughter flown 
by Karalyn Mumm of Reno, Nevada. This was Karalynn’s first time in 
Oregon. She reports that she had a great time! 
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It’s a long-standing tradition that several pilots from 
this area take the long 16-hour trip to Driggs, Idaho 
to fly over the 4th of July weekend. This year was no 
exception. Carmen Blakely, Cheryl Isaacs and Dale 
Justice and their crewmembers hit the road for some fun. 

The area not only offers a large valley with scads 
of landing sites, but the Teton Mountains loom in the 
background making the flights all the more majestic. 
This year they were lucky. They got three delightful 
days of flying completed. 

Enthusiastic crowds gather in this rural community 
got to see 12 balloons in flight. The organizers even 
arranged for an old envelope to be used for kids of all 
ages to wander around inside (with or without shoes). 

I will not be surprised to hear these intrepid pilots 
are already planning on making the trip next year, too. 

Teton Valley Balloon Rally
by Shari Gale

Left to right: Michael Isaacs, Cheryl Isaacs, Jody Portly, Bob Le Belle, 
Carmen Blakeley, Mary Heath, Edie Stokes, and Dale Justice standing in 
front of Lone Elk Lodge, which the shared over the weekend. 

This was the first day of the rally — looking east across the valley. 

This was a really good landing site! It’s just one of many in the valley.

Hare Ship prepares for take off with the dramatic Teton Mountains in the 
background. 

All photos on this page by Dale Justice.Clouds like this do not encourage afternoon flights! Dale took this photo 
from the comfort of the lodge.
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Jefferson Mint Festival Fly Out
Marianne LeDoux quickly set up a club fly out 
from Jefferson High School to help the small 
town celebrate their Mint Festival. The WAS 
Facebook page did its job in helping get the 
word out.  Thanks, Marianne!

The ballooning community 
is swirling all around you. 

Become a WAS officer.
It’s fun & rewarding!
Contact a current officer to volunteer.

Photos by Shari Gale
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WAS is a great
way to stay in
contact with

your local ballooning
community.

 

Join WAS!
Do it today!

You will find an
application on page 11.

Just send the application and 
your check to Dale. He will take 

care of the rest.

Meet Eric Reid
He just bought a balloon and he will soon be the Willamette Valley’s newest pilot.

The Jefferson Fly Out was Eric Reid’s second training flight. Chris Whitfield is his instructor. Eric and his wife 
Lisa recently purchased Jason Fast’s balloon. It was good seeing it in the air again.

Eric (left) receives some instruction from Chris 
(right) before they take off. 

Photo by Shari Gale.

That’s the look of a happy man!
Photo by Lisa Reid.

Photo by Shari Gale.

This newsletter is only 
as good as the content. 

A big thank you to 
Tim Gale and Greg Miller 
for contributing articles.

More thanks goes to
Joe Chierici

Kearney Davis
Dale Justice

Andrea McEvoy
Barry Reid

Lisa Reid, and
Mark Trujillo 

for sending in photos.

It’s much appreciated!
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Newsletter	Subscription	Only
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	(includes	family)	($15)			❏  Individual	($15)			❏  Family	($20)   

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	publishes	an	annual	membership	directory,	acknowledges	member’s	birth-
days	in	the	club	newsletter,	and	communicates	via	e-mail	and	the	website.	We	recognize	and	respect	our	
member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	published,	please	indicate	below.	
Information	published	on	our	website	is	public	domain	and	subject	to	retrieval	via	Internet	connection.	Un-
less	otherwise	idicated	below,	it	is	assumed	it	is	OK	to	publish	this	data	in	our	annual	directory:

❑	Do Not	publish	name
❑	Do Not	publish	address
❑	Do Not	publish	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	e-mail
❑	Do Not	publish	birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
At the recent Jefferson Mint Festival Fly-Out Tim Gale was able to take up Luke Neria. He’s 
the fourth generation of the Walz family he has flown. Luke’s look is one of pure joy mixed 
with a little fear from the loud burner noise. Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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