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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

February 18, 2017, 2:00 PM
WAS Meeting
Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Rd NE,
Aurora, Oregon (in a new building)

March 3-5, 2017
Winthrop Balloon Roundup
Winthrop, WA
http://www.winthropwashington.com/
event/winthrop-balloon-festival

March 19, 2017
Pacific Northwest Safety Seminar
Phoenix Inn
Albany, OR
Contact: Terri Schofield
tmschofield814@outlook.com

Saturday, April 1, 2017
2017 BFA Online Seminar
Live Broadcast, 10:30 AM – 7:00 
PM Pacific Time
To Register:
https://bfa.net/index.php/education-
training/2017-online-seminar/register-for-
2017-seminar

June 23-25, 2017
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about

June 30- July 2, 2017
3rd Annual Freedom Aloft 
Balloon Rally
Prineville, OR
Contact: Greg Miller 
503-510-7835

July 2-5, 2017
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com

July 21-23, 2017
Balloons Over Bend Children’s 
Festival
Bend, OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/

August 16-23, 2017
Big Summit Ranch Rally
Prineville, OR
Contact: Greg Miller, 503-510-7835

August 16-22, 2017
Oregon Solar Fest
Madras, OR
Contact: Greg Miller, 503-510-7835

August 25-27, 2017
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 3, 2017
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 8-10, 2017
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 22-24, 2017
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

Montague Balloon Fair
September 22-24, 2017
Montague, CA
Check out their Facebook page for 
more information

October 18-22, 2017
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com

 

The New WAS Meeting Location
It’s still at the Aurora Jet 
Center (14357 Keil Road, 
NE), but it is in a new build-
ing. This map shows you 
how to get from the parking 
lot to the new site. It could 
not be easier!

Next meeting will be
Saturday, Feb.18
2:00 PM
(Details on the following 
page.)

http://www.winthropwashington.com/event/winthrop-balloon-festival
http://www.winthropwashington.com/event/winthrop-balloon-festival
https://bfa.net/index.php/education-training/2017-online-seminar/register-for-2017-seminar
https://bfa.net/index.php/education-training/2017-online-seminar/register-for-2017-seminar
https://bfa.net/index.php/education-training/2017-online-seminar/register-for-2017-seminar
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about
mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/
http://nwartandair.org
http://www.renoballoon.com
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WAS February Meeting Topic:

Crops in the 
Willamette Valley

Guest Speaker:
Barb Iverson

Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm

Saturday, February 18
2:00 PM

Aurora Jet Center
14357 Keil Road NE, 

Aurora, OR
(In the new location, please refer 

to page 3 for details.)

Every pilot or crew member 
ballooning in the valley needs to 
be able to recognize local crops 

and understand when those crops 
are the most vulnerable. 
Barb Iverson will help us 

with this task. 
Don’t miss this meeting! 

Please bring a prepared snack to share.

 I know of more than one balloon 
owner who really enjoys going out 
to schools for a big, spectacular 
“show and tell.” The reaction 
of the children when they see a 
balloon for the first time makes 
the experience worth all the work. 
Their enthusiasm and what they 
take from our talks about ballooning 
are always intriguing. Last spring 
Terri Schofield took her balloon to 
Sunnyside, Washington for a school 
demonstration. She sent me a few of 
the more interesting thank you notes 
she later received. The spelling has 
not been corrected. That’s part of the 
fun.

Dear Pilot Schofield,
Thank you for coming to our school. 
The best part was helping and siting 
on the envelope. Ever one was 

laughing and having fun. The bag 
was heavy. I felt like falling down. It 
was super fun to help. It is cool that 
seventy-seven thousand five hundred 
basketball that is cool. I like how 
when thay would pull the Buner 
when the little kids past buy. The 
Bumer scarce sume of the kids one 
of thum fall down. I bet you have a 
lot of fun when you are up in the air. 
I wonder why you like it when you 
are so high up in the air.

Dear Piolot Schofield,
Thank you for coming to air school. 
I thank you for bringing that ballons 
i really liked its colors when you told 
me that 77,500 basketBalls could 
fit in there i was amazed. When you 
guys were putting the fire it looked 
cool because the noise was like a 
flamethrower. The ballons envelope 

was really Big that 1 thousand 
kids could probably fit in there or 
more. I thought that the burner was 
gonna burn the balloon but I didn’t 
even though the fire was spreadig 
everywhere. When you guys were 
pressing the burner and fire was 
coming out you couls see the heat 
waves it was cool.

Dear, Terri Schofield
Thank you for coming to my school 
on Friday. I really injoyed the hot 
air balloon. Simpatico is a really 
nice name for a really nice balloon. 
If you guys didn’t come Friday 
would have been the most boring 
day of the week. By the way, you, the 
piolet, is the most important person 
for the balloon, because without the 
piolet we wouldn’t be able to blow 
the balloon up. Thank you very much 
for bring the balloon and being able 
to let us see it.

School Programs Offer Many Rewards
by Shari Gale
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Alexander, pictured on the right, was the inspiration for this page. After he 
drew the picture above, his mother, Dawne Rushkarski, forwarded it to me 
along with the explanation that the balloon “was so beautiful the people 
looking at it all leaned backwards in amazement.” Alexander, age 6, also 
drew the blue balloon to the right. 

My son, Andrew, used to entertain himself on the long drive home after 
a rally by drawing balloons. One of my favorites is the Tony the Tiger 
balloon depiction (far right) he drew when he was nine-years-old. Another 
one of his drawings is on page 12. He didn’t draw our balloon, but that 
sure is our old blue van.

Kyla Riddle drew the picture below while she was out chasing our bal-
loon, Checkmate, five years ago. She was eight at the time. In the basket 
is Tim with his hand on the burner, her father, Chad, and her little brother, 
Gavin. She has since graduated to creating a colored pencil drawing of 
Knight-N-Gale’s inflation. I used that drawing on the cover of this news-
letter.

The two drawings on the lower right are by student pilot, Janna Ingram. 
She won a Red Award at the Yamhill County Fair with the pencil drawing 
to the right. In the lower drawing she drew her grandfather, Koh Murai’s, 
balloon along with our balloon Checkmate. Her piece, titled “To The 
Sky,” was done when she was in high school. 

Shari Gale
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Cold Medications and Flying
by Tim Gale

 Yes, we’re into the cold and flu season and it’s got some nasty little grenades to interfere with your well being. 
Be careful what you take if you want to be flying. If you aren’t feeling well consider if flight is a safe activity for 
you at the moment. If you just want a little help with the symptoms, caution is very much advised. 
First off, use any medications per the manufacturer’s instructions. If you’re not sure, don’t take the medication or 
at least don’t fly after taking it. AOPA has a database available to members. I checked out “common cold, influenza 
virus and Allergic Rhinitis” & “any classification.” Here’s the result:

Trade Name FAA-OK? Classification Treatment for FAA allowed based on
Actifed  
actifed

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

12 hour wait before flying 

Alavert  
loratadine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Allegra  
fexofenedine HCL

✔ histamine receptor 
antagonist 

allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

AlleRx  
methscopolamine

NOT 
ALLOWED

acyclic nucleotide analog allergic rhinitis 
 

 

Astelin  
azelastine

✔ histamine receptor 
antagonist 

allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Benadryl  
diphenhydramine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

60 hour wait after last dosage 

Ceconsal  
pseudoephedrine

✔ decongestant allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Clarinex  
desloratadine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Claritin  
loratadine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Drixoral  
dexbrompheniramine 

pseudoephedrine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

24 hour wait before flying 

Durahist  
dexchlorpheniramine 

methscopolamine 
pseudoephedrine

NOT 
ALLOWED

antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

 

Dymista  
azelastine 
fluticasone

✔ nasal spray suspension allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Flonase  
fluticasone propionate

✔ synthetic corticosteroid allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Hismanal  
astemizole

✔ histamine receptor 
antagonist 

allergic rhinitis 
 

 
 

Nasacort  
triamcinolone acetonide

✔ glucocorticosteroid allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Nasalcrom  
cromolyn sodium

✔ antiallergic allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Omnaris  
ciclesonide

✔ glucocorticoid allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Patanol  
olopatadine

✔ ocular antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
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Periactin  
cyprohepatine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

24 hour wait before flying 
not allowed for daily use 

Qnasl  
beclamethasone

✔ corticosteroid allergic rhinitis 
 

no adverse side effects 

Rhinocort  
budesonide

✔ glucocorticosteroid allergic rhinitis 
 

dosage not to exceed 9mg. and no 
use with prednisone 

Singulair  
montelukast

✔ selective leukotriene 
receptor antagonist 

allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Veramyst  
fluticasone

✔ corticosteroid allergic rhinitis 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

Zyrtec  
cetirizine

✔ antihistamine allergic rhinitis 
 

48 hour wait before flying, maximum 
use twice weekly, status report 

confirming no adverse side effects 
Actifed  
actifed

✔ antihistamine common cold 
 

12 hour wait before flying 

Nyquil  
Nyquil

✔ decongestant, 
antihistamine, cough 

suppressant, analgesic 

common cold 
 

60 hour wait after last dosage 

Sudafed  
pseudoephedrine

✔ decongestant common cold 
 

no adverse side effects 

Symmetrel  
amantadine

NOT 
ALLOWED

antiviral agent influenza virus 
 

 
 

Tamiflu  
oseltamivir

✔ influenza viral inhibitor influenza virus 
 

status report and no adverse side 
effects 

 Note that many of the antihistamines have waiting periods to allow the medication to be cleared from your body 
before flight. Decongestants, not so as they’re in many ways like adrenaline. Yes, a few are completely out. This list 
has prescription and over the counter medications. Neither source assures their applicability for use while flying. In 
a nutshell, know what you take for medication if you want to fly and choose wisely. In many cases, if you need the 
medication for symptoms right before a flight, it may be better to stay on the ground or at lease avoid being pilot in 
command. Flight may demand your very best when you don’t expect it.
 To help further: AOPA is working on a course designed to fit within the new rules coming soon for airplane 
pilots that won’t need a class III medical. The new plan will have each pilot receive education on the medical 
effects of concern along with periodic evaluation by their family physician and a few other wrinkles to get the 
process started. We would do well to use the same educational path for our own situation even if the class is not 
required for our certification. Once the course is available, I’ll let you know.

Cold Medications and Flying
continued from page 6

You Are A Valuable Member 
of the WAS Balloon Community
Keep it that way.  Renew your WAS membership today.

status report and no adverse side 
effects

http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
http://www.aopa.org/members/pic/medical/certification/introduction/status.html
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Planning To Fly During the Upcoming Eclipse?
Here’s What You Need To Know
by Tim Gale

 We have a rare event coming 
to parts of the US this year: a total 
eclipse of the sun. It won’t last 
long in any one place, yet it does 
offer some interesting conditions to 
experience. First off, be very careful 
looking at it. The sun is a powerful 
UV radiator that can toast our sorry 
eyeballs unless properly protected. 
There are many publications 
describing how and when one can 
look at the eclipse. 
 The other effect I’m most 
interested in is the sudden darkness 
then re-appearance of daylight just 
over two minutes later. The visual 
effects will be striking. 
 If you decide to be aloft during 
the period, you’d still be flying 
under daylight rules. Visual Flight 
Rules (VFR) includes an obligation 
to remain visible. You need to 
stay clear of clouds. No clouds 
then you’re out of the regulatory 
limitations. I did check with my 
local FSDO to make sure. I received 
the following:
 The FAA defines “Night” in 
three ways:

1.  Sunset (when the geometric  
center of the sun reaches 6° 
below the horizon) to sunrise. 

2.  The end of evening civil 
twilight to the beginning of 
morning civil twilight (this 
is the “standard definition of 
night,” given in FAR Section 
1.1),

3.  One hour after sunset to one 
hour before sunrise.

Operating during a total eclipse 
would not meet any of these FAA 
definitions. That’s the best answer 
that the Operations guys could give 
me.

It seems that night is not the 
opposite of day, only a state as 
defined by the rules. An eclipse is 

the obscuration 
of sunlight, day 
or night. We’re 
on our own in 
this arena, act 
responsibly.

Now, consider 
the chance 
an airplane is 
passing nearby. I 
pose the question 
to you in your 
balloon. Wouldn’t 
you want to be 
seen so the other 
aircraft can avoid 
you? 

The airplane 
most probably 
has position 
lights that he 
can switch on 
easily. What have you got? Most 
of us would say “nothing.” I pose 
the premise that we in balloons 
should take the cautious route 
and carry lights during the eclipse 
if over 400 feet AGL. Since the 
rules don’t recognize the night-
like conditions, the equipment will 
not be necessarily a part of our 
aircraft. It will be only personal 
equipment along for the ride. For 
the eclipse training, endorsements 
and other normal FAA standards 
are not mandatory. For temporary 
positioning lighting, I suggest a 
configuration very similar to the 
lighting effect used for an approved 
lighting kit that can be installed as a 
part of your aircraft. 

The regulations under CFR 14 
part 31.65 requires two lamps. One 
light needs to be ten feet below the 
basket with 20 candles of output. 
A second light, seven to ten feet 
further down, is to be red or white 
and flashing 40 to 100 times per 
minute with output of 40 candles. 

Both lights need 
to emit a full 360 
degrees in the 
horizontal plane. 
Oh, yea, the unit 
“candle” is archaic 
and replaced 
by “candella” 
in 1948. The 
difference is just 
over 1% or pretty 
well nil. The 
standard has a lot 
of other arcane 
values describing 
color and emission 
patterns. One 
suggestion 
I’ve heard is 
to consider a 
marine all-around 
masthead light. 

There are small battery operated 
units for less than $50 each. You’ll 
need to figure out how to make 
one flash. For small boats, that’s 
the USCG requirement of 2 NM 
visibility. I’ve not checked how that 
fits with the required “candle” value. 
Perhaps I will work on that next. 

Do Not Look Directly 
At The Sun!

Go to the National Geographic website 
for further tips:

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/
news/2013/11/131102-solar-eclipse-
safe-viewing-science-sun-space/

Planning ToWatch The Eclipse?

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/11/131102-solar-eclipse-safe-viewing-science-sun-space/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/11/131102-solar-eclipse-safe-viewing-science-sun-space/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2013/11/131102-solar-eclipse-safe-viewing-science-sun-space/


AeroStats	 February	2017	•	Volume	19,	Number	2	 Page	9

 All repair stations are not alike. 
Customers have brought balloon 
systems into our repair station 
for annual inspections after they 
were serviced in another shop. 
The differences in condition were 
often interesting, and sometimes 
frightening.
 Each balloon manufacturer 
publishes a document that may be 
called Maintenance Manual, Manual 
for Continued Airworthiness, or 
something similar. This manual 
must be available in any repair 
station that is certified to work on 
a specific brand of balloon. Most 
of the more recent manuals also 
contain a checklist for use during 
an annual or 100 hour inspection. 
This checklist lists components 
to be inspected, and the standards 
each component must meet. More 
detailed information is included in 
the maintenance manual section 
covering the component.

Envelope Condition

 In our experience, most 
repair stations do a reasonable 
job inspecting envelopes. The 
manufacturers typically require a 
visual inspection of fabric, seams, 
load tapes, and suspension cables. 
Most require a fabric pull, or tensile 
tear test, to check for weakened 
threads in both the warp and fill 
directions. If a panel fails this test, 
adjacent panels and other panels 
of the same color must be tested. 
We have not seen any unexpected 
failures, so we believe the other 
shops are doing a reasonable job. 

One manufacturer 
requires a porosity test, 
and we have not had any 
surprises with envelope 
porosity. 
 Patches are 
another matter. Each 
manufacturer has specific 
requirements for legal 
patches, including 
seams, allowing old 
fabric to remain under a 
patch (overlay patches), 
and the distance from a seam or 
a load tape. Some manufacturers 
allow self-adhesive patches as a 
permanent repair. Others allow 
them only as a temporary repair 
until the edges are sewn down at 
the next annual inspection. We have 
seen some illegal patches installed 
too close to a seam, improperly 
stitched, or not property oriented 
(the thread directions must line up). 
Other illegal patches have used 
unapproved fabric, such as nylon in 
a polyester balloon, or the reverse. 
If a repair station discovers an 
illegal repair, it will not return the 
aircraft to service until the repair is 
corrected. If the repair station returns 
the aircraft without correcting the 
improper work, a logbook entry will 
declare it unairworthy.

Suspension Cables

 Steel suspension cables lose 
strength if they have been burned 
or kinked, and must be replaced. 
Kevlar cables are covered with a 
polyester or nylon cover that can 
melt without damage to the Kevlar 

fibers. If the covering is damaged, 
and the Kevlar remains yellow and 
flexible, it can be repaired.
 We received one system with 
melted cable covering that had been 
covered with heat shrink tubing, 
normally an acceptable repair. The 
cable felt stiff, so we removed the 
tubing. The melted covering had not 
been removed, leaving sharp melted 
crystals to cut through the Kevlar 
fibers.

Burner

Required burner maintenance 
varies by manufacturer, including 
visual and operational checks of 
the burner’s major components. 
The blast valve is checked or 
serviced; the coils are inspected 
for cracks or damage. Valves are 
checked for smooth operation. The 
pilot lights are checked for proper 
flame characteristics. The fuel 
fittings are checked for leaks, and 
an operational test is performed. 
Operation of the aspirator (slurper 
tube) is verified, and fuel jets are 

The following article is being reprinted from Balloon Life Magazine with publisher Tom Hamilton’s permission, as 
well as the permission of the author, Alan Sanderson. Alan as you probably know is a WAS member and runs an 
active repair station in Albany, Oregon. A huge thank you goes to both Tom and Alan.

Can You Trust Your Repair Station?
by Alan Sanderson
Balloon Life, December 1997

Continued on page 10
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checked for tightness and proper 
aiming.
 Most burner problems result 
from normal wear and tear. We 
have received burners that lacked 
lubrication in the blast valve, and 
burners with pilot light propane jets 
so clogged that the flames could 
be easily blown out. Some of these 
problems were the result of neglect 
by the previous repair station. 
The pilot should have noticed 
this problem, and it was serious 
enough that it should have been 
found during the previous annual 
inspection.

Fuel System

 One pilot brought in a system 
with a complaint of a leak around 
the stem of the cylinder service 
valve. He had taken the cylinder 
out of service. We disassembled the 
valve to find the stem seal “O” ring 
covered with brass powder. The 
formerly Teflon-coated valve stem 
had almost no remaining threads. 
This valve had been developing its 

condition for some time, possibly 
from someone with a gorilla grip.
 This particular valve design 
relies on the “O” ring as the primary 
stem seal, and it has a secondary 
stem seal that can be used by 
opening the valve completely, or 
“backstopping” it. With the missing 
threads and the damaged “O” ring, 
the pilot could have been in the air 
with a leaking valve that he could 
neither open against the stop, nor 
close to stop the propane flow. 
Fortunately, the pilot detected a 
problem, and averted a disaster. 
 We inspected, cleaned and 
lubricated all the service valves on 
that system. We found and replaced 
two more valves, and determined 
that the remaining valves were in 
good condition.
 All valves in your fuel system 
should operate smoothly. If any 
valve drags, grinds, or has a gritty 
feel, have it inspected by your repair 
station or a full service propane 
dealer. If you have any doubt about 
the condition of any part of the fuel 
system, have it checked out before 
your next flight.

Fuel Cylinders

 We encourage our customers 
to bring the system in with as little 
fuel as possible so we can inspect 
the cylinders. Some repair stations 
open cylinders only on request. 
We have found enough potential 
problems that we recommend an 
internal inspection annually. On 
one system, some of the fuel level 
gauges float assemblies had almost 
separated from the indicator. The 
indicator needle is a small compass, 
and the float turns a small magnet 
under the indicator needle. With the 
float assembly in the bottom of the 
cylinder, the fuel level indicators 
would point to magnetic north. 
 We frequently find dead flies and 
metal shavings inside fuel cylinders. 
Either item can become lodged 

Repair Station
continued from page 9

in a service valve, a blast valve, a 
burner jet, or a pilot light regulator. 
We have found them in all of these 
places, resulting in a cylinder valve 
that would not shut off, a failed pilot 
light, or a blast valve that would not 
turn off completely.

Your Repair Station

 Find out what your repair station 
does during an annual inspection. 
The inspector should welcome your 
questions and your help during the 
inspection. If there is any part of the 
system that is not covered to your 
satisfaction, find out why.
 Ask other pilots about their 
experience with different repair 
stations. Most pilots are generous 
with their opinions.
 Call the manufacturer. They 
know who does a lot of work on 
their equipment, and who has 
attended their training programs. 
They may not recommend a shop to 
avoid, but they can suggest shops 
you should consider.
 You should not be going to the 
repair station just to get a stamp in 
the aircraft log — you should know 
that you are launching a safe and 
airworthy aircraft after your next 
inflation.

To Land Or Not To Land, 
That is the Question!

Come to the February WAS 
Meeting to learn more about 

Willamette Valley crops.

Saturday, Feb. 18th
2:00  PM at the 

Aurora Jet Center
(see page 5 for details)
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First of all Happy New Year, 
now it is time to start putting dates 
for events into your calendar for 
2017. 

I am excited to announce two 
new events, one theme, and two 
locations, during the same time 
period. Confused yet? Well let me 
break it down for you.

On Monday, August 21, 2017 
there is going a total solar eclipse. 
There will be two music festivals 
centered on the solar eclipse. There 
are two locations in Central Oregon 
offering the ultimate viewing 
experience. The promoters of both 
events have asked me to bring 
balloons to their events. Both of the 
promoters are putting together giant 
music festivals to take place August 
17 through August 22 or 23. 

The two sites are about 60 miles 
apart. The first site is located about 
40 miles to the east of Prineville 
in the mountains. The second site 
is located 1.5 miles or so to the 
northwest of Madras. I will be 
running the Big Prairie Summit 
event east of Prineville, and my 
son, Cory, will be in charge of 
the Oregon Solar Fest 2017 near 
Madras. 

At the Big Summit Prairie Ranch 
imagine setting up next to a 57-acre 
lake, skimming across or into the 
water after launch, then gaining 
altitude and floating across beautiful 
meadows, and landing an hour 
later on the same piece of property. 
In fact, you will be flying over a 
private 55,000-acre ranch located in 
the mountains east of Prineville. I 
visited the ranch in December before 
the snow started to fall, and it has 
absolutely stunning views. After the 
flight you will have the whole day to 
participate in the numerous events 
that are planned, including music 
from three different stages, a food 

court, swimming in the lake, hiking 
the ranch, exercise areas, and so 
much more. 

At the Madras event, you will 
launch near the fairgrounds at the 
south end of town. Your flight 
will take you over the town of 
Madras, and the beautiful farmlands 
surrounding the town. After the 
flight, you will have the day to 
explore, hike, and travel to Bend or 
nearby Smith Rock, attend the music 
stages, participate in the food courts 
and more. 

Both of these events are for the 
adventurous balloon pilots and crew. 
Because of the eclipse, every hotel 
room from Mount Hood to La Pine, 
and from Sisters to Burns have been 
reserved, there is literally no room at 
any inn. Both sites will be providing 
sites for pilots and crew to either 
pitch a tent or bring their RV for 
dry camping. Fresh water, portable 
showers, and restrooms will be 
provided. Campfires are not allowed 
due to fire hazards, but a small BBQ 
will be permitted.

Remember both events are large 
music festivals; both have already 
presold over 20,000 tickets to attend 
the festival. We are simply one 
fraction of the event. As of today I 
have 23 Pilots who have committed 
to attend this rally from Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Nevada and 
California, and Colorado. I still 
have a few openings for both events 
and I am reaching out to the WAS 
membership to see if any additional 
pilots of our local area would like 
to participate. Both private and 
commercial pilots are welcome to 
attend either festival. 

Here is what to expect: Camping 
or RV space will be provided. Pilots 
will receive show up pay, and will 
be paid for each passenger they 
fly (not counting crew) over the 

required passengers for the event. 
The pilots doing tethers will be paid 
per passenger. Third, you and your 
out of town crew, will be attending 
the music festivals and other 
activities at each site at no charge. 
Including viewing the total solar 
eclipse, from one of the best sites in 
Oregon. We have even built into our 
flight price package, money for the 
crew for each flight. This will be a 
fun filled experience for all.

If you are interested in attending 
again the dates are as follows:

The Big Prairie Summit site 
east of Prineville, will begin 
with first check in on Wednesday 
afternoon, August 16th with the 
event lasting to the 23rd. We 
realize that not everyone will 
be able to come on the 16th or 
stay until the 23rd. We can work 
around your schedule. Morning 
flights and tethered balloons are 
scheduled every morning at 6 am. 
On Monday August 21st, all flights 
including tethered flights will cease 
before 9:00 AM. If the weather is 
cooperative we may do a second 
flight on some mornings. We have 
15 or more balloons scheduled for 
this event, and an additional 3-4 
balloons doing tethers. There will be 
no nightglows. 

The second event near Madras 
is smaller, and will not last as 
long. Check in will be Wednesday 
afternoon, August 16th. The event 
will officially end on Tuesday, 
August 22nd after the morning 
flight. There will be morning flights 
every day except on Monday, 
August 21st, due to the congestion 
caused by planes flying into Madras 
for the eclipse. All other aviation 
flights have been restricted. For 
those that stay, there will be flights 
on Tuesday, August 22nd. Tethered 

Two New Events, One Theme, Same Time Period, Two Locations
by Greg Miller

Continued on page 12
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flights are scheduled on every 
morning Friday through Tuesday. 
On Monday, the day of the eclipse, 
all balloon operations must cease 
by 9:00 a.m. We have 12 plus 
balloons scheduled for flights, with, 
an additional 3-4 balloons doing 
just tethers. We may have a need 
for additional tethered pilots for 
Monday prior to the eclipse. If you 
are interested in tethering please let 
me know. There are no nightglows 
planned for this event.

We are in the middle of the 
planning stages and it is evolving 
more each day. We are working 
out all the details. These should be 
fun packed events. I currently have 
23 pilots that have committed to 
coming to one or the other event. I 
still have a few spots open, if you 
are interested please contact me 
ASAP on my cell 503 510-7835. 

Two New Events
continued from page 11

Hot Air Written Exam Resources Available
Did you know there’s a website 

for student pilots who wish to do 
some practice exams before they 
take the actual FAA written test? 
There is!

You can find it at:  http://
studentballoonist.com. The questions 
were taken from the FAA test bank. 
They’ve been selected to include 
only balloon related questions. 
It contains sections for Full 
Private Written, Weather Practice, 

LTA Operations Practice, VFR 
Minimums, Regulations Practice, 
and Airport Operations. 

The site has been put together by 
HotAero.com (https://hotaero.com). 
They sell everything from basket 
banners to refueling fittings. Take a 
little stroll through both sites. You 
may learn something, or find just 
the ballooning item you’ve always 
needed.

 

There have been some changes 
to the LP Gas Code, which could 
have affected the ballooning 
community. The National Fire 
Protection Agency (NFPA) initially 
voted to remove all references to hot 
air balloons and their propane tanks 
from their 2017 manual. Without 
hot air balloon references in the 
new code, propane dispensers and/
or local fire marshals could have 
refused to refuel our tanks. The 
Ballooning Federation of America 
immediately took action. They 
made a decided effort to educate the 
NFPA regarding FAA certification 

Propane Refueling Code Changes Made
of hot air balloon tanks, our annual 
inspection process and the refueling 
training that is required. It took 18 
months, but the BFA was successful. 
The NFPA not only reversed their 
decisions, but they also adopted a 
new set of rules for hot air balloons.

You can read those rule changes 
on the BFA website: https://
www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-
news/88888979-news/1409-new-
propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-
ballooning

A huge thank you goes out to the 
BFA for the work they did on our 
behalf. 

To All Members Of Our 
Wonderful Ballooning 

Community Here At 
Willamette Aerostat Society

Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

Original artwork by Andrew Gale. Created in 2000 when he was 11 years old.

Two	Things	to	Remember	This	
Month: 1)	Renew	your	WAS	
membership	2)	Come	to	the	
February	WAS	meeting	on	
February	18	at	2:00	PM

https://hotaero.com
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-news/88888979-news/1409-new-propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-ballooning
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-news/88888979-news/1409-new-propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-ballooning
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-news/88888979-news/1409-new-propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-ballooning
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-news/88888979-news/1409-new-propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-ballooning
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/evo-news/88888979-news/1409-new-propane-refueling-rules-to-impact-ballooning
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Newsletter Subscription Only
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter (includes family) ($15)   ❏  Individual ($15)   ❏  Family ($20)   

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s birth-
days in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect our 
member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. 
Information published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. Un-
less otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Kyla Riddle drew this colored pencil drawing in 2015 shortly after seeing Knight-N-Gale 
inflated for the first time.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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