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If you have a story or 
photos to share with 
the WAS community, 

please do!
This newsletter is only as 
good as the content. A big 

thank you to Koh Murai for 
contributing not only one 

story, but two 
along with great photos.

Send your contributions to Shari Gale at: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Thanks!

The next WAS 
meeting won’t 

happen until the 
flyig season is over 
— or almost over.

Until then, see you 
out on the 

launch field!
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

July 28-30, 2017
Balloons Over Bend Children’s 
Festival
Bend,	OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com/
schedule/

August 16-23, 2017
Big Summit Ranch Rally
Prineville,	OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 16-22, 2017
Oregon Solar Fest
Madras, OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 25-27, 2017
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 3, 2017
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
For	more	information	
http://spiritofboise.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

September 8-10, 2017
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-10, 2017
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy,	WA
Contact:	Kent/Kim	Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 15-17, 2017
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:	Alturas	Chamber	of	Comm.
530-233-4434

September 22-24, 2017
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally

Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

September 22-24, 2017 
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague,	CA
Check	out	their	Facebook	page	for	
more	information

October 1, 2017, 2:00 PM
October WAS Meeting
Aurora	Jet	Center,	14357	Keil	Rd	NE,
Aurora,	Oregon	(in	a	new	building)

October 18-22, 2017
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com

	

Share your wonderful photos!

Send them to our web master, Dave Ellis. 
He will add them to our photo gallery on 

the WAS web site. 

Email them to: see1usa@hotmail.com

http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/
http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/
http://nwartandair.org
http://www.renoballoon.com
mailto:see1usa@hotmail.com
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To start the month of June out, 
on the 2nd to the 4th, eight balloons 
gathered in Grants Pass to re-start 
(or start afresh) a small balloon rally.  
This event was organized by the 
local Rotary Club (with ballooning 
knowledge supplied by Bob Ra-
per) for the benefit of three char-
ities:  Safe Families for Children, 
C.A.S.A., and Every Child. There 
were several challenges that result-
ed from being a new event with a 
new organizing body (with no prior 
experience) but it was a successful 
event. Given a weekend, and east-
west valley, and late spring weather, 
two of three flights came off and 
one of two glows were done with a 
candlestick performance in lieu of 
the other glow. Based on the current 
world weather patterns and the area 
that was pretty good. Pilots from 
Washington, Idaho, and Oregon 
participated.

Due to the variability of the daily 
winds, while there was a common 
meeting place each morning, we 

ended up at a different 
site each morning.  
This gave us the best 
chance to not head 
into a timber zone, no 
road or other imped-
iment to a safe flight 
operation. Friday 
morning we ended up 
north of the Rogue 
River at Redwood 
Elementary. My pas-
senger was a retired 
schoolteacher and his 
grandson who owned 
the company doing 
all the event video. I 
spent half an hour trying land across 
the street from his house, but Mother 
Nature had other ideas.

We did end up going south 
across the river, so while many went 
east and then turned south and had 
a small valley to go to, Alan and I 
went due south and crossed the last 
main road. So then it was a matter 
of looking for the little holes in the 

trees to land. With the usual 
amount of animals in the area, 
there was a field in a front 
yard on a hill that we were 
able to drop into and have a 
nice green grass landing with 
drive up access. We did walk 
up to the top of the hill/yard 
to minimize vehicles on the 
yard, but it was very nice.

That afternoon the winds 
came up as predicted and 
blew pretty steady. In the eve-
ning the only slow pocket was 
at 2130 hours for 30 minutes.  
Darren Kling with ReMax 
made a successful attempt to 
stand up but was forced down 
by the wind, so the Friday 
night glow was reduced to a 
candlestick show for safety 
reasons.

Saturday morning found 

winds out of the west in the valley 
with deep fog and moisture in the 
north and west mountains.  The 
call was to launch from Parkside 
Elementary, which was north of the 
river but a little farther west. It was a 
bit of a split field with some bal-
loons on either side of the basketball 
courts.

We all went east over downtown 
toward I-5.  As noted in the brief-
ing this was the warning border for 
flight.  So we managed to stay north 
of the river, while many of the group 
was just south of it. As we had one 
of the two dry launch sites we were 
looking for a similar spot for a safe 
landing.  With a lot of good luck and 
a bit of steering we found such a 
spot, open gate, friendly landowner, 
so we had a great landing. A small 
car had been following us with a 
woman, a teenager, and a tweenie 
(both girls).  Turns out when the 
old Grants Pass rally was in exis-
tence she had been a crew member 
for several years and you could tell 
she really had by the way she gave 
instructions to her children. So they 
helped us pack up and promised to 
come back for glow. 

Saturday afternoon was to be the 
kite flying as well as the first flight 

Grants Pass Hot Air Balloon & Kite Festival
by Koh Murai

Carrie Hanneman, Koh Murai, Alan Sanderson, and Jim 
Campbell Friday morning.

Firenze going down at the south end of town.

Continued on page 5
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of an American Flag kite. The owner 
is from Oregon, but the flyer was 
flown in from North Carolina.  Since 
you need wind, at least 10 knots or 
more to even inflate and fly the kite, 
there were three “flights” starting 
right after lunch.  The first flight 
was good and the second struggled 
due to insufficient winds. Most of 
the crowd left but we were fortunate 
enough to have arrived a bit late 

and go to see the 1530 flight.  
(See separate article).  

Saturday night, 5 of us 
gathered at dusk for another 
glow attempt.  While there 
was less wind by 3 knots, 
the gusts were a bit higher.  
Due to some feedback to the 
Rotary about the Friday night 
glow (both the traffic and 
the candlestick performance 
instead of a glow) there was 
a bit of pressure to have a 
glow.  Due to the wind pat-
tern, it was not going to be a 
safe possibility.  So with the 
assistance of the farmer, three 
kite tie offs (3,200 pounds 
each) were moved into place 
between two chase trucks and 
with doubling of fans, tie-
offs, crown lines, and crews, 

a 29-minute glow was safely and 
successfully completed.  The audi-
ence did learn (and with Jim Bock’s 
narrative) about the issue associated 
glows and winds.  The organizers 
will have a bit easier time explain-
ing what “all balloon operations are 
weather dependent” really means 
next year. 

Sunday morning had always 

Kearney Davis Taking off Saturday morning at Parkside.

been the questionable weather day.  
It did live up to its reputation.  But 
not for lack of balloons trying.  After 
our usual meeting, we went to the 
far west in the valley, past the kite 
and event field along the north shore 
of the Rogue River.  Upon arrival, 
the conditions had done the usual 
significant change and were out of 
the north.  Thus insuring a short 
flight of maybe 400 yards. So we 
went back to Parkside where we 
had a successful flight on Saturday.  
However, in that time the conditions 
migrated across the valley and by 
the time we were there and setting 
up, it became obvious that the cor-
rect decision was to call the flight.  
Bob did this. Darren put up his 
systems and we were almost stood 
up when it became time to cease all 
activity, which we did.

Both the Rotary and Bob are 
looking forward to another event 
next year, likely with a large amount 
of balloons and better organiza-
tion of the overall balloon/sponsor 
portion of the event. The lessons of 
night parking were learned this year 
and Saturday was much improved 
over Friday, so odds are good for 
a better rally next year.  I certainly 
hope that will be the case as it was 
a nice place to fly and the people in 
town were very nice and excited to 
see balloons again.

Grants Pass Balloon  & Kite Festival
Continued from page 4

Ah, Come On!
Volunteering To Keep WAS Going Isn’t Hard!

New officers are needed for next year. 
You will find it a lot more fun than you thought.



AeroStats	 July	2017	•	Volume	19,	Number	7	 Page	6

On Saturday, the 3rd of June, 
while attending the Grant Pass Hot 
Air Balloon & Kite Festival we 
had an opportunity to see a really 
impressive kite flight. While most 
kite festivals need some wind to a 
fair amount (more than balloonists 
want to deal with), only small 
to large kites are flown. From 
competition kites to works of art, 
you normally see a variety and 
can even fly your own. Janna (my 
granddaughter, and student pilot) 
decided to see if she should join the 
crowd. We keep a kite in the balloon 
trailer for just such occasions!

But the impressive flight was 
the US flag.  The flag is owned by 
an Oregon resident. It is made of 
10,000 square feet of fabric. The 
rigging is more like a net gas balloon 
than a kite. The tie-offs were a tow 
truck used for tractor-trailers and a 
loaded flatbed truck. The inflation, 
flight, and termination of flight 
were complex. Inflation required as 
many helpers as putting up Center 

Stage (the Wells Fargo 
stagecoach special 
shape), at more than 
20 people. The launch 
master was flown in 
from North Carolina, 
as not everyone can 
inflate and fly a very 
large tethered shape.  
While the winds were 
up (>12 knots), the 
operation went well.  
The flight ended when 
the winds diminished 
below 10 knots.  

The preparation 
requires complete 
layout of the flag, 
routing of all the lines, 
and verifying them. 

Much like the 
old way of flapping a 
balloon (before fans) 
the trick is to hold 
the mouth (top) open 
until the wind inflates 
the core of the kite.  
And like a balloon, the mouth tries 
to close once some air has partially 
filled the kite. So a reduced number 
of the crew has to open those areas 
where it is closing until it fills 
sufficiently to remain open (a decent 
cold pack).

When the winds drop, the 
mass overcomes the fill and flight 
termination occurs.

Yet this is still an impressive and 
inspiring site to behold.  

I will say after having done 
my fair share of gas and Roziere 
inflations and pack ups, it was really 
wonderful to observe this operation 
and appreciate it for all the work that 
it takes to make a 10 minute flight.

Another Way To Fly The Flag
by Koh Murai

The inflation process.

US Flag in flight.

Deflation and termination of flight.
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I’m not sure just when and why 
Tim and I volunteered to work at the 
BFA’s Jr. Balloonist Camp in Reno, 
but we did. It wasn’t until I was 
packing for the week that I realized 
I’d just volunteered to get up before 
dawn every day for a week. What 
was I thinking?

We arrived the night before 
the camp officially started, so we 
decided to get up early and fly 
anyway. We had enough crew for 
three of the four balloons to launch. 
Tim and I had always wanted to fly 
over Prosser Lake, and this was our 
chance.

The campers started arriving 
Saturday afternoon, June 17th. 
Before the late arrivals could even 
get their suitcases downstairs the 
education process got started. 
The first order of business was a 
discussion on crew safety.

The week flew by – in more 
ways than one! The campers were 
kept busy from before dawn until 
about 10:00 PM every day. There, 
of course, was sit down/book work. 
They covered everything from 
weather to knot tying to first aid 
to FAR’s and a lot more. The kids 
called flight service for weather 

briefings each morning. They got 
hands on experience with fire 
extinguishers. There was a tether 
demonstration. If the topic was 
related to ballooning, it was covered.

Most of the campers were given 
burner time. Some got to inflate the 
balloons. The two kids with pilot 
certificates (including the Pacific 
Northwest’s youngest pilot) got a 
chance to free fly a hopper. 

The biggest surprise occurred 
when Lake Tahoe Balloons 
generously donated 27 rides. The 
complicating factor was release 
forms. (Aren’t they always a 
complicating factor?) Since this 
was a last minute change the camp 
organizers had to quickly get signed 
consent forms from each and every 
parent/guardian. The campers came 
from all corners of the United 
States, including two from North 
Carolina, one from Michigan, 
one from Alaska, one from Utah, 
and two from Albuquerque. Some 
of their parents were traveling. 
Getting signed waivers was a huge 
challenge; after all they needed 
100% compliance. If one parent 
could not be tracked down, then 
none of the kids could go. Without a 

lot of time to spare the last consent 
form was faxed in. It was a go!

The campers were divided 
into four teams for the week. Only 
two teams could go on the Tahoe 
flight per day. This meant the 
camp schedule, which had been 
so carefully planned, was blown 
apart on two separate days. Karalyn 
Mumm and Jeff Haliczer really 
put in a lot of work to make this 
adventure happen. Kudos to them. 

I could go on and on about this 
week. There are more stories than 
there is space in this newsletter. I 
will say that I did not regret getting 
up before dawn every day. It was 
worth it. I met some marvelous 
people – both adults and kids. 
Many of the campers are impressive 
young adults. They are going to 
make a difference in the ballooning 
community. Well, to be honest, I 
think they will make a difference 
in this world. I won’t limit my 
statement to just ballooning.

A photo essay follows. Even 
with pictures the whole story cannot 
be told. If you get the chance to go 
to a Jr. Balloonist Camp or a chance 
to send one of your kids or young 
crewmembers, jump at the chance. 
The experience is very much worth 
the time and expense. 

2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp

Educational & Fun! What More Can You Want?
By Shari Gale
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2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp

Our fearless leader, Jeff Haliczer.

Put out that fire, Rebecca! Not many young crew- 
members get the chance to actually use a fire 
extinguisher. This was an excellent segment of the 
camp program.

Harrison thought milking out the envelope by hand 
was the best method. We let him show us how it is 
done.

There was a propane demonstration at 
Katie Griggs’ repair station, too.

On June 20th the group met up at the repair station owned and operated by Katie Griggs. Besides talking about 
the annual inspection process and repair procedures Katie did a pull test on a questionable piece of balloon 
fabric. The sound of ripping fabric was quite dramatic, but she wasn’t done. She stretched pieces of more
balloon fabric on stands, then shot her burners between them to show how the heat sucks the fabric in toward 
the flames. No apparent damage was done until she turned the burner directly toward one of the panels. Sur-
prisingly, the hole created was quite small. However, a huge portion of the fabric all around the hole was crispy, 
and it had very little strength left.

It was so hot that William got creative when 
it came time for finding some shade. Don’t 
worry. No tire tracks were visible on his 
body afterwards.

Four pilots from around the country participated in the camp. From left to right: Gene 
Burnstein from Brick Township, New Jersey; Karalyn Mumm from Reno, Nevada; Tim Gale 
from St. Helens, Oregon; and Gary Moore from Lake Havasu, Arizona. Later Ernie Hartt 
and Jenny Wolf, San Diego, California joined us. 
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The campers were introduced to sectionals.

One afternoon we took a field trip to Donner 
Memorial State Park. The snow in this area 
during the winter of 1846-47 was as deep as the 
pedestal of this statue. It’s a dramatic represen-
tation of the hardships the Donner Party faced 
that fateful winter.

Duncan inflated one of the balloons. His goal is to become 
a meteorologist. He joined in on all the weather discus-
sions. This young man knows what he’s talking about! He 
will know more about boundary layer meteorology than 
any other student when he goes off to college.

McKenna was able to free fly Ernie 
Hartt’s hopper. She didn’t need to hit the 
burner. Her radiant smile was enough 
to add lift to the envelope.

All week long the winds were light and variable, and most flights began and ended at the Truckee Air-
port. On this flight, Gene Burnstein, who travelled all the way from New Jersey to participate in this 
camp, landed in a business and housing complex near the airport. This team of campers had to walk 
his balloon up a rock wall. I named them the Mountain Goat Team. Photo on the right is of Gene and 
his youngest fan. This little girl, aged three, loves anything that flies. She was over the moon when she 
was allowed to touch the envelope. I predict we may have just met a member of the up and coming 
generation of balloon pilots. 

Photo on the right: On the day we could not free fly due to approaching thunderstorms the balloons 
were inflated, deflated, then reinflated and deflated again to give additional campers an opportunity to 
do the inflation on their own. The guys in the Truckee Airport tower could not figure out what was going 
on, so they grabbed a couple bikes and came over to ask questions. They had a bet. The guy on the left 
talking to the “Chief Crew Chief,” Martina Parmley, is all smiles because he won the bet. He thought 
it must be a training exercise. He was going to get a free dinner out of it. (We’re glad to help the FAA 
employees in any way we can.)  Oh, and please note the clouds in the background.

2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp
Continued from page 8
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2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp — Crew Olympics
Continued from page 9

One evening after dinner everyone walked down to a parking lot not far from the lodge. It was time for the Crew Olympics! 

First up was knot tying. Each camper 
ran up and picked a card at random. 
They then had to tie the knot named on 
the card. They were allowed to give up 
but received no points. If they complet-
ed it correctly they got one point. Each 
team’s crew chief was allowed to tie a 
bonus knot. (Those were hard!) This is 
Madison giving her best effort.

Ruby Mountain Balloon Rally donated a bunch of shirts to 
the camp. Some were 3X and 4X. The camp director, Jeff 
Haliczer, came up with the brilliant idea of “Stuffing the 
Shirt.” Since balloonists stuff envelope bags, they must be 
able to stuff a shirt. The team only won points if they could 
get everyone on the team inside the shirt — well, at least 
part of each team member inside the shirt. 

Another challenge was the dropline roll. One 
member of the team threw out the dropline. 
Then the rest of the team rolled it up. The team 
that got it rolled up first won. Team Colt won. 
They figured out they did not need to completely 
unroll the line. (Pictured is Team Thunder.)

Team Eagle didn’t do quite so well. 
They unrolled the entire dropline! Crew 
Chief, Cameron, had a lot of rolling to 
do before they were done.

Photo on the right:  Knowing their compass points 
was key to winning this contest. The camper ran 
up to grab a card which listed a compass point. 
They had to figure out where to stand in order 
to indicate the proper point on the makeshift 
compass. Another contest tested them on a topic 
that had not been covered in camp, applying sticky 
patches to envelope fabric. They only got points if 
the patch went with the  grain of the fabric, and if 
they could determine if the patch was legal on the 
designated type of balloon and location of the tear.  
(No photo of this contest is included.)
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2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp — Compliments Lake Tahoe Balloons
Continued from page 10

Lake Tahoe Balloons donated rides to all the campers this year. It was a fantastic 
opportunity to fly from a barge floating on the lake. How much does the general 
public have to pay for the exact same ride? The going rate is $299 per person. They 
donated 27 rides. Do the math. That’s an $8,073 donation! Lake Tahoe 
Balloons obviously believes in the future generation of balloonists.  A huge thank 
you goes out to them!

This photo (left) is only of the campers who got to go up on the first morning. They 
were members of Team Eagle and Team Thunder. 

Arms and netting keep the balloon safely on the barge 
during the inflation process.  

The shadow of the netting is clearly visible in this photo.

Another successful inflation.

The paying customers went up first, so what did the kids 
do? They took a break. Those are smart kids!

Eventually it was their turn. And yes, Tim did get to go 
along with them. The pilot, Sheldon Grauberger, can be 
seen with his hand on the burner. He took personal time 
to join the campers serveral times during the week.

Photo far left: The campers got to 
experience packing up a 350. It 
made them appreciate our little 77 
made of light weight fabric. 

Photo left: The views from the 
balloon are spectacular. It’s the 
best possible way to see the Lake 
Tahoe area!

A successful splash ‘n’ dash, 
which is a daily occurance for the 
pilot, Sheldon.
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2017 High Sierra Balloon Camp — There Was Time For Fun, Too
Continued from page 11

Ronny on the left made the mistake of squirting Gene with a 
water bottle. Gene got his revenge and then some!

Photo right: Every camp needs to 
have some arts and crafts projects. 
Victoria and McKenna built clay 
balloon pens.  

Photo left: There are three, not just 
two, girls piled on this envelope. The 
one on the bottom came up giggling 
just like the other two.

One evening s’mores were on the menu. The kids 
could chose between regular marshmallows or 
Peeps. Even though the temperatures were warm 
nothing got in the way of making s’mores!

Studying FAR’s can get to even 
the best of us — especially after 
a 4:30 AM wake up call. 

Photo right: The pilots were each 
given a new crew member. A 
skeleton crew member. 

Ernie and Jenny had brought 
along a drone. Somehow, their 
skeleton ended up attached to it. 
It was then flown past the girls 
dormitory. After a week of ghost 
stories it seemed believable that 
a flying skeleton was right out-
side their windows. The shrieks 
were epic. 

From left ot right: Jenny, Ernie, 
Gary, Gene and Tim.
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The Tigard Festival of Balloons 
has been going on for over 30 years 
if you count the Rose Festival years. 
As with all rallies there have been 
changes. I can remember all the way 
back to when the launch site was at 
Delta Park. Yes, the park that is right 
under the Portland International 
Airport’s flyway. After a few more 
moves the rally settled on Cook Park 
in Tigard. 

The problem with that location 
was the size of the launch field 
once all the vendor booths were 
installed. Sunday morning there 
was always a lot of litter on the field 
left behind by the concert crowds. 
The nightglow area could not be 
roped off due to space constraints. 
Taking down a balloon in the dark is 
always challenging. Taking it down 
with hundreds of spectators milling 
around up close to the equipment 
was not at all desirable. 

This year brought in a new 
Balloonmeister, Laura Hancock. 

She said she’d do the job if the rally 
organizers would allow the balloons 
to move over to a soccer field due 
east of the festival field. It was a 
great idea. Laura managed to charm 
the City of Tigard into allowing the 
balloon chase vehicles to access 
the new field via a paved walking 
path. It was now possible to avoid 
the giant traffic jams caused by the 
spectators. The launch field area 
was much larger, and litter on the 
field Sunday was a total non-issue. 
It was also possible to rope off the 
nightglow area. The change of field 
was a gigantic improvement. 

Yes, there were still a few issues, 
but the biggest ones had finally been 
solved. (Well, done, Laura!)

While the majority of balloons 
free flew, three did stay on the 
festival field to give tether rides 
each day. During the course of the 
weekend almost 800 people were 
able to take a tether ride. They 
were excited and happy to have 

2017 Tigard Festival Of Balloons

Many Changes For The Good
this experience for only the price of 
standing in line for a short while.

The winds on Saturday were 
so light many of the balloons were 
able to hover right over the launch 
field. It offered a perfect photo 
opportunity to the crowd. It seemed 
like everyone was taking pictures 
with a camera or cell phone.

Mother Nature was not so kind 
to the people wanting to glow on 
Friday night. Not one balloon was 
able to launch. Two pilots set up 
their baskets and let people climb 
in so they could have their photos 
taken. They let kids, and even a 
few adults, use the burner. So even 
though the spectators could not 
see balloons glowing, they had a 
positive experience. 

Saturday’s nightglow conditions 
were a little better, but only 
marginally. Several balloons tried 
to inflate, but quickly gave up. 
While Darren Kling was able to 
successfully inflate the ReMax 
balloon, it rocked and rolled 
continuously. Several times a strong 
gust of wind almost knocked it into 
the crowd.

The winds were a little more 
brisk on Sunday morning. The 
pilots were advised to keep their 
flights short, and find landing sites 
within the Tualatin area. Going over 
the hills into the open countryside 
was discouraged. The crops in 
the Willamette Valley have yet to 
be harvested, so landing sites are 
few and far between. Winds were 
expected to pick up. No one reported 
any problems upon landing.

It was a fun weekend, and 
the improvements were greatly 
appreciated by all the balloonists. 
In other words, the weekend was a 
success.

 

Kristin Romelhardt took this photo of the launch site on Sunday morning from Dale Justice’s basket. 
Dale was the last balloon to launch that day. The photo shows the old launch site in the distance 
where the tethered balloons are located. It’s easy to see how much bigger this new site is in 
comparison to the old field.

by Shari Gale
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2017 Tigard Festival Of Balloons

Jim Smith, who was the balloonmeister for 
years, visited on Saturday morning! It was 
wonderful to see him.

Edie Stoaks (right) signed up spectators for tether rides each morning.
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2017 Tigard Festival Of Balloons

Every rally is chock-full of stories. The stories surrounding these photos are no 
exception. 

Upper left photo: The Tigard Chief of Police, Kathy McAlpine, not only flew 
with Alan Sanderson, she also helped launch his balloon. She took the motto 
“To Protect and to SERVE” to a new level.

Middle photo: There used to be a lovely pond where Koh Murai was flying, but 
sadly it is now nothing more than a breeding ground for mosquitoes. 

Upper right photo: This was Dave Bussen’s last flight for a while. After the 
flight he got in his car and started his drive to Missouri. He is relocating to be 
closer to his family. He will be missed!

Lower left photo: Gracie Ingram inflated her grandfather, Koh Murai’s, balloon 
on Sunday. She did a perfect job. Good work, Gracie!

Keep your eyes 
on the local 
ballooning 
community. 

Join WAS 
today!

There is an application on the next page.
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Newsletter	Subscription	Only
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	(includes	family)	($15)			❏  Individual	($15)			❏  Family	($20)   

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	publishes	an	annual	membership	directory,	acknowledges	member’s	birth-
days	in	the	club	newsletter,	and	communicates	via	e-mail	and	the	website.	We	recognize	and	respect	our	
member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	published,	please	indicate	below.	
Information	published	on	our	website	is	public	domain	and	subject	to	retrieval	via	Internet	connection.	Un-
less	otherwise	idicated	below,	it	is	assumed	it	is	OK	to	publish	this	data	in	our	annual	directory:

❑	Do Not	publish	name
❑	Do Not	publish	address
❑	Do Not	publish	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	e-mail
❑	Do Not	publish	birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132



AeroStats	 July	2017	•	Volume	19,	Number	7	 Page	17

Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Tigard Festival of Balloons included pilots Koh Muria, Bill Woodhead and Ernie Leslie. 
Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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