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Look, Ma! 
It’s Flying Season!
The next WAS meeting won’t 

happen until October. 
In the meantime, we’ll see you out 

on the launch field.

mailto:mgouldsmith@gmail.com
mailto:pjluber@gmail.com
mailto:outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:pjluber@gmail.com
http://www.wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

June 2-4, 2017
Grants Pass Hot Air Balloon & Kite 
Festival 
Grants Pass, OR
Contact: Bob Raper
406-853-2498

June 23-25, 2017
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard,	OR
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about

June 30- July 2, 2017
3rd Annual Freedom Aloft Balloon 
Rally
Prineville,	OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller	
503-510-7835

July 1-2, 2017
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs,	ID
Contact:	Margaret	Rose	Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.
com

July 28-30, 2017
Balloons Over Bend Children’s 
Festival
Bend,	OR
http://balloonsoverbend.com/
schedule/

August 16-23, 2017
Big Summit Ranch Rally
Prineville,	OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 16-22, 2017
Oregon Solar Fest
Madras, OR
Contact:	Greg	Miller,	503-510-7835

August 25-27, 2017
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 30 - September 3, 2017
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
For	more	information	
http://spiritofboise.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

September 8-10, 2017
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 9-10, 2017
Quincy Valley Balloon Festival
Quincy,	WA
Contact:	Kent/Kim	Bacon
http://www.partiesonthegreen.com

September 15-17, 2017
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:	Alturas	Chamber	of	Comm.
530-233-4434

September 22-24, 2017
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

September 22-24, 2017 
Montague Balloon Fair
Montague,	CA
Check	out	their	Facebook	page	for	
more	information

October 1, 2017, 2:00 PM
October WAS Meeting
Aurora	Jet	Center,	14357	Keil	Rd	NE,
Aurora,	Oregon	(in	a	new	building)

October 18-22, 2017
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com

	

Please send your 
photos to our web 
master, Dave Ellis. 
He is setting up a 
photo gallery on 
the WAS web site. 

Email them to: 
see1usa@hotmail.com

http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about
mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/
http://balloonsoverbend.com/schedule/
http://nwartandair.org
http://www.renoballoon.com
mailto:see1usa@hotmail.com
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Gorgeous Flying Conditions
Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival Edition
Photos by Susan Dunfee, April 29, 2017

Dale Justice (above) peeks over the edge of 
Laura Hancock’s basket. Below are two photos 
of Chris Hancock’s balloon. They picked a 
perfect day to fly over the tulip fields.
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The Last Morning of the Tulip Festival

 When we were out at the 
Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival on 
Easter Sunday we had to contend 
with very muddy conditions. We 
were able to fly there again on the 
very last day of the festival. The 
mud was mostly gone, but sadly, so 
were the tulips. Only a few blooms 
were left.
 It didn’t matter that much. After 
all, we still were able to launch near 
a few of our favorite members of the 
WAS ballooning community: Koh 
Murai, Dale Justice, Carmen 
Blakely, Laura Hancock, and Greg 
Miller. 
 Greg took off before most of us 
even had our balloons rigged. The 
forecast was for calm winds. That 
is not what we found. It wasn’t too 
windy during the launch, but the 

winds continued to pick up during 
the flight.
 A high wind landing in the 
Willamette Valley in the spring is of-
ten not a good idea. The crops are up 
by now, and dragging through them 
does not make for good landowner 
relations. But no reports of unhappy 
landowners were made, so all was 
good.
 Tim landed in a grass seed field 
behind a row of tall trees. They 
made an excellent wind break. 
Laura, Carmen and Dale flew over 
the Mt. Angel Abbey and had nice 
landings.

The Woodburn Fire Department brought out their 1949 fire truck. Cody Gardner has been ballooning for a good portion of his life. 
He showed us just how a crown line should be handled.

Left: Carmen Blakely and Laura Hancock were 
on the hunt for a good landing site when this 
photo was taken. They, of course, found one.
All photos by Shari Gale.

Congratulations 
Eric and Lisa Reid! 
They are the new owners of Rising Son.
We hope to see you in the sky soon!
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 Scott and Laurie Spencer of 
Boise, Idaho often have adventures. 
They even have a Facebook page 
called Scott and Laurie Spencer’s 
Adventures in Ballooning (https://
www.facebook.com/Scott-and-
Laurie-Spencers-Adventures-in-
Ballooning-506658536021587/). 
On May 11, 2017 they had their first 
steps into the fashion world. How is 
that for an adventure?
 Twenty-five days before the 
launch of the Dior Sauvage Cruise 
2018 Show Scott got a call. The 
Dior people wanted to use two 
hot air balloons as set pieces for 
their fashion show out in the 
Upper Las Virgenes Canyon Open 
Space Preserve in Santa Monica, 
California. At the time of the phone 
call those two balloons were nothing 
more than drawings. 
 Andy Baird, Cameron Balloons, 
was the first person Scott called. 
The people at Cameron got on the 
project immediately. They started 
with drawings provided by Maria 
Grzia Chiuri the artistic Director of 
Dior. She designed the envelopes 
to complement her new clothing 
design. Her inspiration was the 
primitive paintings found in the 
caves at Lascaux, France. You can 
check out the clothing line here: 
http://www.dior.com/couture/en_us/
womens-fashion/ready-to-wear/
cruise-2018-show
 The collection show was a 
global event. It brought in many 
Hollywood celebrities, including 
Charlize Theron, Rihanna, Miranda 
Kerr, Solange Knowles, Haley 
Bennet, and Kate Bosworth. There 
were more than 10,000 Instagram 
posts and four million shares during 
an 18 hour period. The television 

show Access Hollywood covered the 
event. 
 Dior set up a Bedouin style 
village to house their guests. The 
balloons were located a little way 
from the village. The balloonist’s 
challenge was the wind conditions. 
They had to stand up the two 
balloons for several hours in 12 to 
13 mph winds, with occasional gusts 
up to 17 mph. 

They pulled it off!

 Laurie said she is thrilled that 
hot air ballooning received so much 
positive exposure around the world. 
It was hard work to pull off this 
event, but it was worth it.
 Crewing for Scott and Laurie 
was Phil Archy, Andy Baird, Emily 
Baird, Ray Foster, Debbie Fuhriman, 
Rich Fuhriman, Stephanie Gilbert, 
Holly Gold, Patrick Hough, 
Courtney Parker, Mark Pasta, 
Heather Rodemack, and Rob 
Ryerson. 

It Was Much More Than Just A Balloon Launch

It was a Dior Launch!

Photo credit goes to Dior Sauvage Cruise 2018 
Show photographers.

https://www.facebook.com/Scott-and-Laurie-Spencers-Adventures-in-Ballooning-506658536021587/
https://www.facebook.com/Scott-and-Laurie-Spencers-Adventures-in-Ballooning-506658536021587/
https://www.facebook.com/Scott-and-Laurie-Spencers-Adventures-in-Ballooning-506658536021587/
https://www.facebook.com/Scott-and-Laurie-Spencers-Adventures-in-Ballooning-506658536021587/
http://www.dior.com/couture/en_us/womens-fashion/ready-to-wear/cruise-2018-show
http://www.dior.com/couture/en_us/womens-fashion/ready-to-wear/cruise-2018-show
http://www.dior.com/couture/en_us/womens-fashion/ready-to-wear/cruise-2018-show
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More Dior Photos

The crew: Andy Baird, Emily Baird, Rich Fuhriman, Debbie Fuhriman
Ray Foster, Courtney Parker, Rob Ryerson, Laurie Spencer, Phil Archey 
(in basket with Laurie), Stephanie Gilbert, Heather Rodemack, Mark 
Pasta, Holly Gold, Patrick Hough (hiding in the back). Photo by Scott 
Spencer.
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 For the last three years we’ve 
driven over to Central Oregon to 
fly. We miss flying in Walla Walla, 
Washington over Mother’s Day 
weekend, so we substituted Madras. 
It’s been a good choice.
 Madras has some of the 
nicest people, good weather, and 
interesting topography. It’s located 
just on the east side of the Cascade 
Mountains. Some interesting 
morning wind currents are a direct 
result.
 This year Larry and Gail 
Simburger from Everett, 
Washington, joined us for the first 
time. They’d never been to Central 
Oregon. They were delighted with 
what they found. 
 On Friday Larry flew with 
Dale Justice in Dale’s balloon, La 
Jolla, for a flight review. After that 
Larry brought out his little balloon, 
Grasshopper, for flights on Saturday 
and Sunday.
 We did not arrive in town until 
Friday night. We all met at Charlie’s 
Pizza/Mexican/American Restaurant 
for dinner and to plan the next 

morning’s flight.
 Tim and I are lucky enough to 
have balloon “family” located in 
Madras. We stay with Col. (ret) 
Mack Gardner and his wife, Susan. 
They not only offered us a place to 
stay, but they rounded up additional 
crew for us, and they opened their 
home for meals. A group of us met at 
their home for breakfast on Saturday 
and dinner later in the day. 
 Our crew on Saturday was 
comprised of Mack, Susan, and 
three high school seniors. They 
are all members of the Jr. ROTC 
program at the high school. Their 
names were Ginny Haung, Ben 
Ellis, and Sean Jordan. They were 
great! They jumped right in to help. 
They figured out what was needed 
quickly, and were as enthusiastic 
as can be. In fact, they were much 
more enthusiastic than you would 
expect any teenager to be at 5:30 in 
the morning. 
 We launched from the 
fairgrounds. We took Ben and Sean 
up. They got a premiere flight. The 
winds zigzagged across town. They 
seemed to enjoy looking down on 
the houses of their friends, and 
tried to call those friends to say, 
“Look up!” When the call did not 
get answered they’d send them text 
messages. They were Snap-Chatting 
while they were aloft as well. 
 Eventually, Tim managed to 
make it right back to the fairgrounds 
property. Both Dale and Larry 
landed fairly close. Dale was in the 
Circle K parking lot just off of Hwy. 
97, and Larry was on the far side of 
the fairgrounds near the fishing pond 
he had skimmed. (He found the only 
water in town!)
 After gathering at the Gardner’s 
home for breakfast a few of us 
headed out to tour the local area. 
Neither Tim nor I had been to Lake 
Billy Chinook. Mack and Susan 

acted as tour guides for Dale, Mary 
Heath, Tim and I. It was a lot of fun.
 We got back in time to start 
dinner at the Gardner’s home. Talk 
about great hosts!
 We were exhausted by bedtime.
The next morning our three high 
schoolers came out again, but two 
local doctors, Heather Holmes and 
Jinnell Lewis, also joined us. (Mack 
is on the local hospital board.) We 
took up our remaining high school 
student; Ginny Haung and we 
tossed in Jinnell Lewis for good 
measure. When asked for a one word 
description of her flight Ginny said, 
“Wonderful.”
 This time the flight track took the 
balloons towards the east. The winds 
switched around all over the place 

She Greeted Us Wearing Her Nightgown & Pearls
by Shari Gale

Tim Gale and Dale Justice floating over the town 
of Madras, Oregon. Photo by Shari Gale.

Our crew on Saturday consisted of (left to right) 
Sean Jordan, Ben Ellis, Ginny Haong, and Mack 
Gardner. When you ask Mack to round up crew 
for you he does a great job of it.  Photo by Shari 
Gale.

Continued on page 9
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so planning a flight path very far in 
advance proved to be challenging. 
Tim had intended at one point to 
make the high school grounds, but 
then the winds changed to a totally 
new direction. Instead, both Tim and 
Larry ended up in the front yard of 
one of the most delightful little old 
ladies in the entire state of Oregon. 
Her name is Maryann Martin. She’s 
96 and full of energy. She was funny 

as could be. She told us she’d had 
all her teeth pulled so she could no 
longer bite anyone in the backside 
(but that’s not the word she used). 
We offered her a tether ride, but she 
turned us down because she was 
only wearing her nightgown and 
a sweater. I told her that she was 
wearing a strand of pearls, so she 
was properly dressed, and she said, 
“I always wear my pearls, even 
when I’m sleeping. I’ve got class.” 

She was bouncing back and forth 
between Larry’s basket and ours. 
When I’m 96 I hope I can be that 
lively! (And I plan to wear pearls to 
bed every night.)
 Spending time in Madras was 
just what I needed to get my focus 
turned towards a positive direction. I 
don’t think it is possible to be down 
when so many marvelous characters 
surround you. 

Madras Flights
Continued from page 8

Clockwise from upper left: Ginny 
Haung looking at the inflating enve-
lope, Holli Papasodora going for her 
first hot air balloon flight with Dale 
Justice, Dr. Holli Holmes going up 
in Knight-N-Gale for a quick tether 
ride. Maryann Martin and Dr. Jinnell 
Lewis. Maryann was our gracious 
(and hilarious landowner) went in to 
change her clothes by the time this 
photo was taken. Tim Gale and Larry 
Simburger hanging out in the sky over 
Madras on Saturday morning.
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Madras Flight Photos by Holli Papasodora

Holli took these photos on Saturday morning in Madras. 

Top left: Tim Gale and Greg Miller float over town. As you can see there 
are lots of landing sites scattered here and there. 

Top right: Dale Justice manuevers over the top of Knight-N-Gale. 

Lower left: Dale executed a perfect landing right in the Circle K parking 
lot. Several customers came out to help the moment he touched down. 
That’s just the way the people in Madras behave. It’s a very warm and 
welcoming place.

Summer Is The Time To Get Involved!

        Join WAS!
There is an application on 
page 13 of  this newsletter. 

Club treasurer, Dale Justice, 
is waiting to hear from you. 

Fill up his mail box.
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 This article outlines some 
methods to evaluate a balloon for 
potential purchase. The information 
can also be useful to determine 
whether your balloon is still 
going strong, or is soon due for 
replacement.

Use Balloon Consideration

 Many used balloons can be a 
good value, as there are pilots who 
leave the sport for various reasons, 
making good equipment available 
on the used market. A pilot may buy 
a new system and offer a good used 
system for sale. Another system may 
be sold because it does not have 
much remaining life in the envelope. 
The buyer needs to determine 
whether the balloon can provide 
enough useful life to justify the 
purchase price.
 If you are purchasing a used 
envelope or balloon system locally, 
you can usually get quite a lot of 
information about it from other 
pilots or a local balloon repair 
station. Other pilots may have flown 
the system, or flown with the balloon 
enough to get some idea of its 
general condition, and how well its 
owner cares for it. If you are getting 
a balloon from outside your local 
area, you should try to get as much 
information about it as possible to 
avoid making an expensive mistake.
 A low hour balloon may 
appear to be a bargain, but age and 
storage conditions can be much 
more important than flight hours. 
A balloon that has had very few 
flight hours and very few annual 

inspections has spent most of its life 
in its bag. If it is stored in hot, moist 
conditions, or has been stored wet, 
it may have suffered more fabric 
and coating damage than several 
hundred flight hours would cause. 
A four-year-old envelope with 180 
hours may be in better condition 
than a 15-year-old envelope with 
50 hours. Recent improvements in 
fabric may also make the newer 
envelope a better buy.

Buying a Bag in a Poke

 Before committing to a purchase, 
ask the seller to send a photocopy of 
the aircraft log book and any work 
orders. This will give information 
about annual inspections, repairs, 
and flight frequency. Ask about fuel 
use per hour, and altitude and load 
conditions.
You should also contact the repair 
stations that have done recent work 
on the system and ask about its 
condition. They are required to 
keep copies of work orders for any 
work they have done for at least 
two years. You should find the work 
order numbers in the logbook.
 If you get satisfactory 
information from the repair station, 
do some more checking. Look in 
the BFA Roster for pilots in the area 
where the balloon is flown, and ask 
them about it. Ask them who else 
has flown it, or who would know 
about it. Contact the other pilots. 
Also ask them about the repair 
station’s reputation.
 If everything checks out, you 
may have the system shipped under 
an arrangement where you pay a 

deposit that will be refunded if you 
return it. If you decide the envelope 
or system is unsatisfactory, it costs 
you only the round trip freight and 
any local repair station charges. 
Otherwise you can complete the 
paperwork and financial transactions 
to become the proud owner of a new 
(to you) balloon. If you or the seller 
is a member of AOPA (Aircraft 
Owners and Pilots Association) you 
can use their escrow service for the 
purchase.

The following article is being reprinted from Balloon Life Magazine with publisher Tom Hamilton’s permission, as 
well as the permission of the author, Alan Sanderson. Alan, as you probably know is a WAS member and runs an 
active repair station in Albany, Oregon. A huge thank you goes to both Tom and Alan.

How to Identify and Avoid a Ragbag
by Alan Sanderson
Balloon Life, August 1998  •  Reprinted with permission

Continued on page 12

This was Checkmate’s last flight in 2014. You 
can see where the mouth is sucking in because 
so much of the hot air is just leaking out of the 
top. At the end Checkmate was using over 19+ 
gallons of propane per hour.
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Pre-Purchase Inspection

 The entire balloon system has 
some items that may be expensive 
to repair or replace, and others that 
may be much easier to tolerate. The 
bottom end (basket, suspension, 
instruments, burner and fuel systems) 
can have a few expensive problems, 
mostly age related. If the system is 
almost 10 years old, it will soon need 
to have new fuel hoses, new pressure 
relief valves in the fuel cylinders, 
and fuel cylinder recertification. 
If it is over 10 years old, find out 
when these items were replaced. 
Abnormally worn service valves may 
need replacement. Such items can be 
factored into the price. Consult your 
local repair station for estimates.
 Basket skids on most newer 
systems are designed to be 
replaceable. Some older designs (ask 
your repair station) require major 
surgery to replace skids. Floors on 
some brands are simple to replace, 
but some others require some major 
disassembly. Some metal frame 
members require a major wicker 
reweave for replacement, and they 
must be replaced if cracked or bent 
beyond the manufacturer’s tolerances.
 If the basket has been stored 
outside, it may have rot or other 
weather or insect damage to the 
wicker or floor. This can be a very 
expensive problem to repair. It may 
be more economical to find another 
used basket in better condition.
 If the burner is undamaged, and 
the pilot lights operate properly, 
normal blast valve maintenance is 
all that is required. Such problems 
as bent metering valve stems may 
require some disassembly and valve 
replacement.
 Mechanical altimeters and 
variometers are relatively inexpensive 

to repair, as are the DT-20 or DT-21 
electronic temperature gauges. The 
combined electronic variometer, 
altimeter and temperature gauge can be 
more expensive to fix.
 The envelope is the most expensive 
and most variable part of the system. 
That is why I am suggesting that you 
accompany it into your local repair 
station for a hands-on inspection. The 
envelope will be inspected according 
to the manufacturer’s annual inspection 
checklist. This will determine the 
fabric strength and the condition of 
the coating. A bad smell can indicate 
a serious mildew problem, or other 
biological attacks resulting from damp 
or improper storage.
 The extent and type of repairs and 
the condition of the structural members 
(load tapes or cords and suspension 
attachments) can indicate some of 
the stress the balloon received. Tether 
operations can inflict stresses that 
normally do not occur in free flight.
 If a repair station inspector finds 
unsatisfactory or improper repairs 
or materials during the inspection, 
that inspector will not sign off on the 
system until the offending repairs are 
removed and corrected. The cost of 

How to Identify and Avoid a Ragbag
Continued from page 11

such corrections is not included 
in the inspection charge. The 
repair statin will not certify the 
system or envelope is airworthy 
unless it passes all the checklist 
items.

Fuel Consumption Test

 After physically inspecting 
the envelope, you should test 
inflate it to check for valve fit and 
proper operation of the deflation 
system. During this process, you 
can perform a fuel consumption 
test. The fuel consumption test 
evaluates the integrity of the 
fabric coating, and the tightness 
of the deflation system.
 The balloon is inflated and 
loaded to half its maximum 
payload, and flown on tether 
for 15 minutes. The fuel use is 
measured and compared against 
some test values. If the fuel 
use exceeds a certain value, 
the envelope may have serious 
problems, possibly requiring an 
expensive rebuild.
 Your repair station can 
provide more details on the test 
procedure. It was published 
in The FireFlyer, The Balloon 
Works Gazette, Autumn 1995.

Just look at the fabric in the 
middle of the red bottom panel. 
You can see the flame right 
through it. Was this balloon 
porous? It sure was. We were 
sad to end her life, but it would 
have been unkind to try to 
sell her to a naive new pilot. 
Checkmate was sent back to the 
factory in North Carolina and 
“reskinned.”
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Newsletter	Subscription	Only
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:	________________________________________Birthday:																																		❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	(includes	family)	($15)			❏  Individual	($15)			❏  Family	($20)   

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	publishes	an	annual	membership	directory,	acknowledges	member’s	birth-
days	in	the	club	newsletter,	and	communicates	via	e-mail	and	the	website.	We	recognize	and	respect	our	
member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	published,	please	indicate	below.	
Information	published	on	our	website	is	public	domain	and	subject	to	retrieval	via	Internet	connection.	Un-
less	otherwise	idicated	below,	it	is	assumed	it	is	OK	to	publish	this	data	in	our	annual	directory:

❑	Do Not	publish	name
❑	Do Not	publish	address
❑	Do Not	publish	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	publish	e-mail
❑	Do Not	publish	birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Madras High School senior, Sean Jordan, greeted the skies with enthusiasm. 
Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society
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