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Spring 
Into Action!

Join the Willamette 
Aerostat Society Today

You will find an application at the end 
of this newsletterr

Junior Balloonist 
Summer Camps
Encouraging Teens To 
Become Pilots

The BFA Junior Balloonist 
camps are for teens aged 13-18 
interested in hot air ballooning. The 
teens will immerse themselves in 
ballooning activities day and night 
for the better part of a week. 

Previous ballooning experience 
is not required. There will be many 
learning opportunites for teens with 
all levels of experience. 

The teens will find themselves 
surrounded by others who share a 
passion for our sport. Long term 
friendships will be made as well. It’s 
a marvelous opportunity.

There are two camps this year. 
One in Wisconsin from June 25-30, 
and the other in Albuquerque from 
July 7-12. 

To register go to this link: 
https://www.bfa.net/index.
php/2018-camp-registration

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:Chevy1320racing@yahoo.com
mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:pjluber@gmail.com
http://www.wasballoon.info
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/2018-camp-registration
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/2018-camp-registration
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

March 23-April 30, 2018
Wooden Shoe Tulip Festival
Woodburn, OR
https://www.woodenshoe.com/
events/tulip-fest/

April 14, 2018, 1:00 PM
WAS Meeting
Aurora Jet Center, 14357 Keil Rd NE,
Aurora, Oregon (it’s a potluck!)

April 28, 2018
BFA Online Safety Seminar
For more information go to: 
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/education-
training/2018-online-seminar

May 18-20
Winnemucca Balloon Festival
Contact Jeff Haliczer
LilHal1@sbcglobal.net

June 1-3, 2018
Balloon & Kite Festival
Grants Pass, OR
http://gpballoonfest.com

June 22-24, 2018
Tigard Festival of Balloons
Tigard, OR
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about

June 28-July 1, 2018
Teton Valley Balloon Rally
Driggs, ID
Margaret Rose Breffeilh
margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com

July 5-8, 2018
5th Annual Freedom Aloft
Prineville, OR
Contact: Greg Miller
503-510-7835

August 24-26, 2018
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany, OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 29 - September 2, 2018
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise, ID
For more information 
http://spiritofboise.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

September 7-9, 2018
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno, NV
For more information: 
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 28-30, 2018
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser, WA
For more information: 
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 17-21, 2018
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla Walla, WA
For more information: 
http://www.wallawallaballoonstampede.com
This is a “By Invitation Only” rally

WAS April Meeting Topic:

Ground and Crew Safety
Join the discussion on April 14, 2018, 1:00 PM
at the Aurora Jet Center, Aurora, Oregon 
It’s another potluck, please bring a dish to share ~ See you there!

https://www.woodenshoe.com/events/tulip-fest/
https://www.woodenshoe.com/events/tulip-fest/
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/education-training/2018-online-seminar
https://www.bfa.net/index.php/education-training/2018-online-seminar
mailto:LilHal1@sbcglobal.net
http://www.tigardballoon.org/#about
mailto:margaret@tetonvalleyballoonrally.com
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Wooden Shoe Tulip Fest
March 23-April 30, 2018

33814 S. Meridian Road, Woodburn, OR  97071

Spring is here and the tulips 
are blooming. The very best place 
to see tulips is the Wooden Shoe 
Tulip Fest. They have 40 acres of 
tulips. It’s a spectacular place for a 
hot air balloon flight. The owners 
of the property, the Iverson family, 
welcomes balloons to launch from 
their fields. This is not an organized 
event. Come when you want, and 
fly whom you want at the pilot’s 
discretion.

Hopefully, the rain will hold 
off more often than not in the next 
month. It will be great to drag out 
our balloons on the launch field 
beside all those tulips. 

This year there is one major 
change. Each and every person 
involved in ballooning on the 
Wooden Shoe property needs to 
sign a waiver of liability. Crew, 
passengers, pilots and balloon 
owners all need to sign. There are no 
exceptions.

Shari Gale has emailed out 

forms to as many pilots as possible. 
She doesn’t have email addresses for 
everyone, so if you see someone out 
on the field, please ask them if they 
have release forms with them. If not, 
please share yours. Let’s make this a 
team effort.

Once the forms are filled out, 
please put them in the big mail 
box on the west side of the main 
building. 

The other important item is the 
red zone map. The Rose family 
owns a huge chunk of land east of 
the tulip fields. They are not at all 
balloon friendly. They do not want 
anyone landing on their property. 
There again, Shari Gale sent out 
maps to everyone. Please make 
some extra copies to take to the field 
with you in the event someone has 
forgotten theirs or did not receive 
one in the first place. As always, 
carry one map in the basket and 
have one in the chase vehicle.

The Iverson family has been 

The Tulip Fest is Opening!
generous in allowing balloons to 
launch from their fields for years 
and years. It’s critical for all of us to 
follow these new requests. 

A happy landowner is a generous 
landowner. 

If you have questions please 
contact Shari Gale at sharigaleOR@
gmail.com

Thanks!

Directions to Wooden Shoe

Portland 

Salem 

Woodburn Exit (#271) — Hwy. 211
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n 
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Wooden Shoe
Bulb Company

33814 S. Meridian Rd,
Woodburn

Molalla 

I-
5

W.A.S. is posting this notice as a cour-
tesy to its members and is not acting 
as a sponsor of these flights in any way, 
directly or implied.

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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Clothing:

•	 Cotton or other natural fibers. Avoid nylon/polyester (it melts).
•	 Prefer long pants and sleeves.
•	 Sturdy shoes with suitable traction soles. No open toes or sandals.
•	 Gloves, prefer leather or at least leather palms/fingers.

Lifting:

•	 Unloading basket, envelope and other heavy equipment. Team Effort.
•	 Fuel tanks weigh about 100 pounds… get help.
•	 Smaller, lighter items such as tarps and rope bags, lift straight and 

carefully using your legs, not your back.

Tarps:

•	 Large tarps can be heavy and awkward. Yes, you can lift it, but why? 
Team Effort.

•	 Never run across a tarp. Uneven ground underneath, critter holes, air 
pockets or unexpected lifting by wind will injure you. 

Ropes/Tie-off:

•	 Wear gloves when handling rope. It will burn and blister your hands.
•	 Never wrap a rope around any part of your body. If you let go, rope 

should fall free.
•	 Never straddle a rope, especially when tethering.
•	 Be visual, be aware. Ropes come to life in an instant and will catch you 

or a teammate off guard.

Fan:

•	 One of the most dangerous pieces of equipment on the field. Follow 
Instructions.

•	 Fire extinguisher close by but not next to the fan. Run to the 
extinguisher… not away from it.

•	 Avoid placing rope (vent lines or tether) next to fan. Fan tarp should be 
secure to prevent its being sucked into the fan.

•	 Avoid loose clothing or dangly items like scarves, hoodie strings, badge 
lanyards, etc. Take them off if possible or tuck them away. Long hair? 
Tie it back and tuck it away.

•	 Never move the fan while engine is running.

Ground and Crew Safety
By Dave Wakefield

Continued on page 6

First rule: follow instructions!
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Ground & Crew Safety
continued from page 5

All photos on page 5 and 6 by Shari Gale

•	 Festival or crowd events: Keep people away from the fan. 
Photographers, kids or other distracted spectators could unknowingly 
and unintentionally create problems.

Inflation/Mouth of Balloon:

•	 Never wrap hands in cables/ropes.
•	 Watch where you step. Don’t entangle your feet in cables/ropes.
•	 Do not place feet fully inside balloon envelope. Sudden shifting will 

take you down.
•	 Look at the envelope during inflation. If something looks wrong, tell the 

pilot.

After Stand-Up:

•	 Weight on the basket but feet on the ground! Don’t climb on the basket.
•	 Do not put your foot in the step hole or rope handle of basket.
•	 Keep your feet back. Shift or bounce of basket may land it on your foot.
•	 Don’t look up! Grass or sand may fall from the envelope once it is 

vertical.

Launch:

•	 Do not stand in direction of expected travel (downwind).
•	 “Hands only” means no weight, but still hold on for control.
•	 “No hands,” “let go,” or other similar command means let go! Do not 

hold on and swing the basket, do not playfully let yourself fly a few feet 
then drop, do not hang on and run with the basket. Let go!

Pack Up:

•	 The balloon is gone, time to chase. Work as a team and pack up as 
quickly as possible.

•	 Follow all the procedures noted above about lifting and tarps.

Chase:

•	 Driver — be safe, courteous and obey traffic laws. Watch the road and 
let someone else navigate and communicate. If you need to talk to the 
pilot directly, pull over.

•	 Navigator — assist the driver with turn by turn information and 
communication with the balloon.

•	 All Crew — Whenever possible, locate and point out potential issues 
such as power lines to navigator so this information can be relayed to 
the pilot if necessary.

Continued on page 7
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Landing/Recovery:

•	 Seek permission from property owners before entering private property.
•	 Note any potential hazards such as power lines, hidden fence posts, 

ground stakes, etc. and relay to pilot.
•	 As balloon approaches, stand to the side, not in front of the moving 

balloon.
•	 Give weight on as instructed by the pilot. It may be necessary to move 

the balloon. Follow instructions and walk alongside, not in front of the 
moving balloon.

•	 Follow all safety procedures for ground handling as noted above under 
“Launch.”

•	 Do not run on uneven ground or on tarps.
•	 When loading equipment, follow the procedures under “lifting.” 

Remember, we all know you could do it yourself, but why should you? 
You are a team, work together.

Ground & Crew Safety
continued from page 6

Photo by Shari Gale

Help Us Squeeze Out As Many Crew Safety 
Tips As Possible at the WAS April Meeting

April 14, 2018, 1:00 PM
at the Aurora Jet Center, Alpha Building

It’s a potluck, please bring a dish to share 
(Crewing works up an appetite)



AeroStats	 April	2018	•	Volume	20,	Number	4	 Page	8

Green beer? Marching in a 
parade wearing a green top hat? Not 
for a dedicated bunch of balloonists 
who gathered in Yachats, Oregon for 
the 16th Annual Pacific Northwest 
Safety Seminar on St. Patrick’s Day. 
Our focus was on staying safe while 
enjoying the sport we all love.

Once again, the seminar was 
organized and hosted by Terri 
Schofield. This was her last year 
putting a seminar together. She 
bowed out on a high note. 

There was big challenge facing 
Terri right from the word “go.” One 
of the presenters, Tom Goettsche 
from Boise, ran into snow and ice on 
I-84. After four hours of driving he 
had managed to drive to the Baker 
City area. It should have only taken 
him a little over one hour. After 
watching another car slide off the 
road he made the wise decision to 
turn around. It didn’t make sense to 
risk his safety to drive to a safety 
seminar in a snow storm. Terri said 
she’d be happy to just punt.

After introductions and further 
announcements Tim Gale made a 
brief presentation on the FAA Wings 
Program. He went through the steps 
a pilot needs to take to get a sign off 
each year. Both Tim and Koh Murai 
are authorized to sign pilots off.

Mark Trujillo made a 

Safety Seminar Final Bow
By Shari Gale

very informative and creative 
presentation on drones. He covered 
exactly what they are, their 
limitations around aircraft, and how 
they can be a problem to a balloon in 
flight. He included some entertaining 
videos including one which was 
shot during the Tigard rally for a 
drone enthusiast magazine. With the 
pilot’s permission the photographers 
even ran their drone into the side 
of an inflated balloon. They hit the 
Nomex skirt. The drone came up 
with a broken propeller and housing, 
while the balloon was unaffected. 
The seminar participants all wanted 
to know what would have happened 
had the drone hit the balloon at the 
equator. 

Later, Mark discussed how to 
prepare a student for a successful 
check ride. 

Terri hosted a segment on Pilot 
and Crew Safety. She used video 
of Gordon Schwontkowski from 
last year’s BFA seminar. A good 
discussion followed the video.

A non-balloonist, Caleb 
LePlante, from the Grants Pass area 
came in to promote their new pilot 
training facility housed at the local 
airport. He, also, invited everyone to 
the upcoming Grants Pass Balloon 
and Kite Festival in June.

We had a special guest speaker 
during lunch. Her name was Terry 
Wood-Abeta. She grew up in a 
family closely associated with 
early hot air ballooning in this 
country. Her father and his friends 
even started an organization which 
morphed into the BFA. 

The afternoon featured Tim Gale 
breaking down the NTSB report 
on the Lockhart, Texas accident in 
2016. We were fortunate to have 
a pilot from Texas, Fred Dinkler, 
attend the seminar. He was able to 
add first-hand knowledge of the 
accident and investigation.

One important take away was 
the suggestion that all pilots have 
emergency contact information 
on all passengers stored inside 
their chase vehicles. Tracking 
down the next of kin turned out 
to be a challenge for the sheriff’s 
department after the Lockhart 
accident. 

Terri filled in for Tom 
Goettsche’s presentation titled 
“Flying with Purpose.” Luckily, 
Tom was able to transmit his 
materials to Terri. She performed 
admirably under pressure!

A huge thank you goes to Terri 
for all the time and effort she has put 
in to organize safety seminars for the 
last 16 years. She is a positive force 
in our ballooning community!

Terri Schofield

Seminar Attendees

Marianne LeDoux and Carmen Blakely

Michelle and Ed Gouldsmith
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How to Get a Flight Service Weather Briefing:
By Tom Goettsche

Tom did not make it to the safety seminar due to horrible travel conditions in the Boise area. His 
presentation made it in a written form, however. Here is his information on getting a weather briefing.

Have an understanding of the local weather via the internet before calling.

Start with BIG picture then narrow down to the details:
•	 NWS Weather Discussion  Big picture current and forecast
•	 NWS ADDS Prog Charts   Everything weather overview and current
•	 Intellicast Windcast   Forecast winds
•	 Ballooncast    Current airport and forecast
•	 NWS Tabular Point Forecast  Very good forecast hour by hour
•	 Ruc Winds    Another hour by hour wind forecaster
•	 Actual WX Wunder Interactive Map Realtime WX
•	 Duats Great service and satisfies official requirement

Then call:   1-800-WXBRIEF  (1-800-992-7433)

And tell the briefer -  “Hi, I’d like to get a (Standard/Outlook/Abbreviated) briefing for a VFR flight in Hot Air 
Balloon N4460A,10 miles West of “BOI” Boise airport, at (1330 Zulu /60 min from now) at three thousand 
five hundred feet for a 2 hour local flight.”

FSS Balloon WX Location _______
Time_____________ Date _____/_____/______
Flight Service: 1-800-WXBRIEF
1-800-992-7433
 Surface Wind: ______knots at ______ Visibility:_____ miles
Ceiling ____ ____,____00Ft. ____ and ____ ____,____00Ft ____
Temp ______° Dew Point _____° Altimeter:__ __.__ __in/hg
Forecast/Notes__________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Winds Aloft: 6000Ft______at_____ 9000Ft ______at_____
12000Ft______at_____ 18000Ft ______at_____
Stability:______ Sun Rise:__________a.m. Sunset:_________p.m.
Density Alt._________________ after 18,000 ft.

Weather Links:
NWS Weather Discussion    www.weather.gov
NWS Aviation Digital Database   www.aviationweather.gov/progchart/sfc
Intellicast Windcast    www.intellicast.com/National/Wind/WindCast.aspx
Blastvalve Ballooncast    www.blastvalve.com/weather
NWS Tabular/Point Forecast    www.wrh.noaa.gov/forecast/wxtables
RUC Forecast Winds    www.ryancarlton.com    high frequency (every 1h) short-range weather model forecastsWeather 
Underground    www.wunderground.com/wundermap  (real time weather)
Duats    www.duats.com

http://www.weather.gov
http://www.aviationweather.gov/progchart/sfc
http://www.intellicast.com/National/Wind/WindCast.aspx
http://www.blastvalve.com/weather
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/forecast/wxtables
http://www.ryancarlton.com
http://www.wunderground.com/wundermap
http://www.duats.com
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew   ❏ Interested in hot air ballooning
Birthday:  Month                 Day
Address:
City:   State:   Zip:
Date Submitted:    
Home Phone #:  (      )
Cell Phone #:  (      )
E-Mail Address:                                                 @
BFA Membership #:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA Crew Level: BFA Pilot Level:
FAA Wings Level: Other:

Family Member Information
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew  
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 
Name: ________________________________________Birthday:                                  ❏ Pilot   ❏ Crew 

Membership Type
❏  Charter ($20     ❏  Single or Family ($20)     ❏  Newsletter Only ($10 outside Oregon & SW Washington)    

Membership
The Willamette Aerostat Society publishes an annual membership directory, acknowledges member’s 
birthdays in the club newsletter, and communicates via e-mail and the website. We recognize and respect 
our member’s privacy. If you do not wish personal information about you published, please indicate below. 
Information published on our website is public domain and subject to retrieval via Internet connection. 
Unless otherwise idicated below, it is assumed it is OK to publish this data in our annual directory:

❑ Do Not publish name
❑ Do Not publish address
❑ Do Not publish phone number
❑ Do Not publish cell phone number
❑ Do Not publish e-mail
❑ Do Not publish birthday

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
The spring rain is here. Current photos of balloons flying in the Willamette Valley are scarce. A 
wonderful photo of a flight back in 2008 by Jerry Gobet during the Wooden Shoe Tulip Festi-
val is the perfect solution. Photo by Shari Gale

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com

	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

