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It’s flaming time

 for you to join 

WAS!
There is an application on the last page. 

Thank you to photo 
contributors Dale Justice, 
Angela Moore-Miller and 
Carrie Thacker. They made 
this newsletter better by 
sharing their pictures with 
all of you!

If you volunteer to be part of 
the WAS Executive Committee 
next year you’ll find the task is 
a lot easier than you thought. 
Help keep WAS going next 
year — volunteer to part of this 
organization.

It’s not such a squirrelly idea!

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:Chevy1320racing@yahoo.com
mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:pjluber@gmail.com
http://www.wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

August 24-26, 2018
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 29 - September 2, 2018
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
For	more	information	
http://spiritofboise.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

September 7-9, 2018
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 7-9, 2018
Quincy Balloon Festival
Quincy,	WA
Contact:	kimbacon80@gmail.com

September 15-16, 2018
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:		530-233-4434

September 28-30, 2018
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 17-21, 2018
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

October 19-21, 2018
Southern Hills Hospital Balloon 
Festival
Las	Vegas,	NV
For	more	information	contact:
Tim	Hill	at
tim@balloonsovertherainbow.com

Now is the time of year 
to hang out with your 
ballooning buddies on 
the launch/landing filed. 

Regularly scheduled 
WAS meetings will 
resume in October. 

Until then, see you bright 
and early in the morning!

mailto:kimbacon80@gmail.com
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It’s the end of June. The weather 
is usually windy and/or wet. 

Not this year!
The flying conditions during 

the Tigard Festival of Balloons the 
last weekend in June this year was 
so much better than usual. Yes, the 
skies were a little grey. So who 
cares? Balloons were able to fly 
all three days, and one of the two 
scheduled night glows worked out 
perfectly. That’s what counts.

This was the second year using 
the launch field to the east of the 
festival area. The access was easier 
for the chase vehicles. The launch 
site was litter free, and there were 
just as many spectators as there have 
been in years past. Moving to this 
new launch field was definitely a 
good choice.

There were some “hiccups.” The 
sound system did not work at all. 
The new announcer spent his time 
walking around the field with a dead 
microphone. A lady came out each 
morning to sing the national anthem 
as the first balloon launched carrying 
the flag, but only those close to her 
could hear it. When she stopped 
singing the other pilots knew it 
was time to start inflating. Luckily, 
the crowd near the singer always 
clapped and cheered. That was the 
only way the pilots could tell it was 
time to fire up the fans. 

The Friday night glow was 
winded out. The balloonists only 
managed a candle stick show. 
Saturday the conditions looked like 
they would be much the same. Then 
Mother Nature took pity on all the 
people who had come out to see 
the glow. The winds stopped just as 
the glow was scheduled to begin. 
They stayed calm for the duration 
of the glow. Cory Miller, who was 
orchestrating the glow, could not 
resist keeping the balloons up for a 
full hour. The crowd loved it. 

As usual there were a lot of 
people toting cameras out on the 
field. There were also very long lines 
of people waiting for a chance to 
take a free tether ride. Some things 
are always consistent in Tigard.

Four balloons spent their time 
tethering each morning. People 
came early to sign a waiver and grab 
a ticket for a ride. Edie Stokes, one 
of the intrepid volunteers running 
the tether operation, told the people 
the only charge for the ride was their 
time standing in line. They seemed 
more than willing to pay that price. 

The pilots who free flew were 
advised to try to land before they 
crossed the Willamette River due to 
the acres and acres of unharvested 
crops that would make finding a 
landing site challenging. Just about 
everyone followed that advice. The 
one pilot who reported he landed 
south of the river said he managed 
to find a huge fallow field and a 
happy landowner. The person who 
“won” the landowner sweepstakes, 
however, was Koh Murai. He landed 
on the lawn of his own business. 
During the flight he granted himself 
permission to land there in advance 
of his approach. He demonstrated 
excellent advance planning skills.

Thanks to all the volunteers who 
make this event happen!

Tigard Festival of Balloons: 2018 Was A Good Year
By Shari Gale

Ernie Leslie did a masterful job of managing the 
pi-balls during the morning briefing.

Chris Whitfield is in his element when he gives 
tether rides to the public. He loves to introduce 
our sport to people.

Saturday’s night glow 
was a real success. 
Mother Nature 
took pity on all the 
spectators by calming 
down the winds. The 
pilots were happy to 
be able to do the glow 
without a fight!

Photo on the left by 
Sue Dietz. Two photos 
above by Shari Gale.
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2018 Tigard Festival of Balloons
Photos by Dale Justice

The Wonder Bread balloon is on the “new” 
field. The other balloons are on the festival field 
offering tether rides. The festival field was once 
the launch field for everyone.

There is a lot more room to spread out on the “new” field. Chase crews 
were able to drive off the field without worrying about someone else’s 
crwon line.

The vast majority of the balloons landed in parking lots around the Tualatin and Wilsonville areas. There was room to spare in most cases.

Cheryl Isaacs found a great spot in a rather large 
parking lot. 

Dale Justice, also, found a great spot. It was a partially harvested Christmas 
tree farm up on Pete’s Mountain. He made a precision landing.
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Mary Heath, left, and Edie 
Stokes, right, were two of the 
volunteers who checked in 
all the people wanting a free 
tether ride. Four balloons gave 
rides each morning. Throngs of 
people showed up each day for 
the free ride. The volunteers 
did a great job of making it all 
work smoothly. 

2018 Tigard Festival of Balloons
Photos by Shari Gale

There are always lots of photographers at the Tigard event.

Fred Dinkler took up the U.S. flag each 
morning. Thanks, Fred!

Dale! Quick look behind you! He’s trying to 
nibble your ear!

Amanda and Chris Sabia, from Kansas City, regularly 
inflate their Wonder Bread balloon all by themselves. They 
have perfected their system. On this morning Amanda was 
holding the mouth open by herself. 

That’s Koh Murai taking off in front of the 
Wonder Bread balloon.
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A rather large group of Oregon balloonists set off for Teton Valley Balloon 
Rally in Driggs, Idaho recently. All the pilots have been attending this rally 
for many, many years. They rent a vacation home together, and always have a 
great time. This year Tim and I decided to come along, but leave our balloon 
at home. (Our original plan was to then go on to visit Glacier National Park. A 
death in Tim’s family made us change that part of our plan.)

Tim and I had flown in Driggs back in the early ‘90’s. We hardly recognized 
the valley after all this time. There are a lot more businesses and homes in the 
valley. 

After our arrival at the rental house we were sharing with 14 other 
balloonists, we headed off to the pilot check-in event. It was held at Dan and 
Nancy Griffin’s Idaho home. It’s a delightful log home and Nancy was kind 
enough to give us a personalized tour. Their home looks straight at Grand Teton 
Mountain. I can see why they spend so much time in this area.

Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate with the balloons. Every 
single flight was cancelled due to dicey weather. Oh, well. We still had a lot of 
fun. The group toured Jackson, Wyoming together. (Photos are found here as 
proof.) We, also, explored the more local towns of Victor and Driggs. Did you 
know that Driggs has a vodka distillery? They do. We brought home a rather 
large “sample.”

Will we go back to Driggs next year? Why not? We had a lot of fun and 
that’s the most important thing of all.   

We Can Have Fun Without Flying!

Carmen Blakely made a new friend.

Jody Johnson enjoyed the famous Million 
Dollar Cowboy Bar in Jackson, Wyoming.

Sometimes in a rental house it is hard to 
find what you need in the kitchen. Case in 
point, when you can’t find a pitcher for the 
margaritas a coffee pot carafe will work just 
as well.

Top left: Cheryl and Michael Isaacs 
enjoyed drinks out on a restaurant balcony 
along with the rest of the group. 

Above: Mary Heath fired up a burner 
during the candlestick Sunday morning. 
Lots of locals were there, and they took the 
opportunity to talk to the pilots and crew.

Bottom left: Grand Teton Mountain 
dramatically illustrated why the balloonists 
were doing a candlestick on Sunday rather 
than flying.  All photos by Shari Gale.
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5th Annual Freedom Aloft Rally
Photos by Angela Moore-Miller

The fifth year of the Freedom Aloft Rally in Prineville, Oregon 
was blessed with three good days of flying. The glow turned into 
a candlestick demonstration, but who is complaining? Everyone 
reported they had a lot of fun. 

Greg Miller, rally organizer, found open ground for his 
landing site. 

Pilots from Oregon, Idaho and Nevada came to the Central Oregon event held 
on the weekend following the 4th of July holiday. 

FYI: FAA Designated Examiner, Kay West will not be coming to Oregon after all. She reported that 
another DPE will be doing some checkrides in Walla Walla instead.
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For many years the local 
ballooning community has supported 
the Jefferson Mint Festival. 
Jefferson is a small town without a 
huge economic base which impacted 
their festival this year. It was sadly 
cancelled. The balloonists decided 
to fly from Jefferson anyway. The 
usual high school launch site was 
closed due to major construction. 
Instead we were able to launch from 
the middle school fields in back of 
the high school grounds. It worked 
perfectly.

Making adaptions to long held 
traditions can be a good thing. All 
that was needed was to call the event 
the Jefferson Fly-Out. 

Seven balloons were launched 
on Saturday, and a similar number 
went up Sunday. There were lots of 
open, harvested hay and grass seed 
fields in the area. That made finding 
a landing site so much easier than it 
was even just a few weeks ago.

When we approached a 
landowner she did not even say 
“Hello,” instead she immediately 
started giving us directions on 
how to get into the field whereTim 
had landed. Having landowner 
permission to drive out into the field 
was very much appreciated since 
he had come down in the middle of 
a giant harvested annual rye grass 
field! 

Canceling The Festival Did Not Discourage Us
By Shari Gale

Chris Whitfield was giving a flight lesson to Eric 
Reid on Saturday when he discovered a rather 
knotty problem. Chris soon had it worked out. 

Marianne LeDoux, our fly-out organizer, was the 
first to lift off on Saturday.  This photo and the 
one above by Shari Gale.

Right photo: The 
shadow of Carrie 
Thacker’s balloon 
was cast over a field 
of hazelnut trees. 
More and more 
fields in the valley 
are now growing 
hazelnuts.

Left photo: Packing 
up with the sun 
behind the crew 
created the perfect 
photo opportunity.
Both photos by 
Carrie Thacker.  

After the flight, nearly everyone 
headed back to the park near the 
school for a picnic. Cruising the 
various tables to sample what 
people had brought for their 
tailgate was fun. One of the things I 
appreciate the most about the WAS 
membership is the camaraderie of 
the group. 

Mint Festival or no Mint Festival 
we will be back next year to fly out 
of Jefferson.

New crew members, Patti and Phil McCarter 
who live in Jefferson, were given their first ride 
in a balloon by Tim Gale.  Photo by Shari Gale.
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WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail	and	the	website.	We	recognize	and	respect	our	
member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	other	members,	please	
indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	might	be	shared	with	
other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Just after lift off during the Tigard Festival of Balloons many pilots positioned themselves to 
drop down into the river at the south end of the park.  Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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