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Thank you to Cory Miller 
for writing an excellent 
article about an East Coast 
rally. Another thank you 
goes to photo contributors 
Amber Frederick, Cory Miller 
and Carrie Thacker. They 
collectively made this a better 
publication!

WAS meeting resume next month!
Stay tuned to find out when and where!

Tim Gale is 
looking for 
topics and 
ideas for the 
2019 Safety 
seminar. 

Send your 
suggestions to 
Tim at 
knightngale@
comcast.net.

Thank you.

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:Chevy1320racing@yahoo.com
mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com
mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
mailto:pjluber@gmail.com
http://www.wasballoon.info
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

August 29 - September 2, 2018
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	ID
For	more	information	
http://spiritofboise.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

September 7-9, 2018
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 7-9, 2018
Quincy Balloon Festival
Quincy,	WA
Contact:	kimbacon80@gmail.com

September 15-16, 2018
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:		530-233-4434

September 28-30, 2018
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 6-14, 2018
Albuquerque International Balloon 
Feista
Albuquerque,	NM
http://www.balloonfiesta.com/event-
info/event-schedule

October 17-21, 2018
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.
wallawallaballoonstampede.com
This	is	a	“By	Invitation	Only”	rally

October 19-21, 2018
Southern Hills Hospital Balloon 
Festival
Las	Vegas,	NV
For	more	information	contact:
Tim	Hill	at
tim@balloonsovertherainbow.com

One	of	the	Joys	of	Ballooning!

Photos by Shari Gale

Due	to	a	very	busy	ballooning	schedule,	the	Northwest	Art	and	Air	Festival	and	the	Spirit	of	Boise	
Balloon	Classic	will	be	covered	in	the	October	edition	of	AeroStats.	After	all,	there	are	only	so	many	
hours	in	a	day.		Shari Gale, Volunteer AeroStats Editor

mailto:kimbacon80@gmail.com
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Continued on page 5

Can you fly during a presidential 
TFR? If you are in New Jersey at the 
Quick Chek New Jersey Festival of 
Ballooning, the answer is YES. 

The Quick Chek rally took place 
on July 27 through 29, 2018 at the 
Solberg Airport in Readington, NJ. 
It is located just four and one-half 
miles away from Trump National 
Golf Course Bedminster. When the 
Donald Trump took office the staff 
of the Quick Chek event went into 
action. They knew it was likely 
that a presidential temporary flight 
restriction (TFR) would happen 
during the festival sometime during 
his term. That’s what happened this 
year. 

The staff had been working 
with the Secret Service to see 
what it would take to make this 
event happen if the POTUS was 
in residence during the festival. 
The 36-year-old event has a big 
financial impact on the community. 
This is no small rally. There were 
100 registered balloons including 
10 special shapes. It draws huge 
crowds of people. It was announced 
that $52 million came into the 
community as a result of the festival. 
After countless hours, meetings and 
planning, flights were granted for 
the balloons registered during the 
festival.

The festival began Friday 
morning with media flights. Close 
to 50 balloons flew. Since the TFR 
did not go into effect until 4:45 
pm the balloons were clear to fly 
with no restrictions. Many people 
wondered if this would be the 
only flight of the festival. Friday 
evening, the pilots and crew met 
at the hanger to discuss weekend 
plans. A flight was also scheduled 
for that evening. However, Mother 
Nature had other plans. Lightning in 
the area grounded all balloons. This 

worked out in everyone’s 
favor as the meeting with 
the Secret Service lasted 
almost until sunset. 

The Secret Service 
had not given their go 
ahead for the event prior 
to this first meeting. 
Larry Konash opened the 
meeting by announcing 
flights would continue 
as planned. The room 
erupted with cheers. He 
then told us there would 
be security measures in 
place that everyone would 
need to follow. These 
measures included: 

•  All ground crew had 
to wear a bracelet to 
access the launch area.

•  All passengers for the weekend 
had to be referred to as “flight 
crew” and must wear a lanyard 
badge to identify them as such. 

•  There would be no hops or 
tethers at the end of the flight.
A member of the Secret Service 

talked about the security process 
set up for every flight. Each balloon 
would be able to cold inflate. When 
ready to go hot, the pilot would 
hold up a red placard. The Secret 
Service, with assistance from the 
local police department, would then 
screen the pilot. This was similar to 
a TSA airport screening. Each pilot 
was subjected to hand-held wanding. 
Once screened and cleared, the pilot 
would then hot inflate. At this point 
the pilot could not step back out 
of the basket. If they did, the pilot 
would not be able to fly for that 
flight. The flight crew and basket 
went through the same screening. 
Once the basket was cleared, a 
member of the Secret Service would 
tie on a streamer type marker to 
the basket. (The streamers were 

Some Rallies Have More Challenges Than Others
Then There Is The 36th Annual Quick Chek New Jersey Festival of Balloons
by Cory Miller

a different color for every flight 
and the only way a pilot could get 
propane was to turn in their marker.) 
The flight crew would board the 
aircraft and the balloon was ready 
for flight. The first balloon off 
and the last balloon in every flight 
carried a pre-programed transponder 
that the Secret Service gave to them. 

The screening process was not 
quick even though the screeners 
did a great job working in zones to 
get everyone flying as quickly as 
possible. 

Saturday morning, we were 
greeted by fog on the ground. Again, 
this worked out to our advantage 
as there were more questions after 
Friday’s briefing. The Secret Service 
was very willing to answer the 
questions and explain the process 
thoroughly. After close to a three-
hour weather hold, the field was 
opened by zones. There were eight 
zones. The special shapes made up 
one of the zones. 

The weather the previous 
days had been very wet. It made 

The blue dot indicates the location of the Solberg Airport the 
“home” of the Quick Chek rally. The big red area is the FAA’s 
TFR over Trump National Golf Course Bedminster.
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it difficult to drive on the field, so 
when the zones were released, they 
were released to only inflate on the 
runway and not on the field. This 
worked about as well as trying to 
nail Jello. Everyone was spread out 
with no rhyme or reason making it 
difficult for the others to lay out as 
well. The staff quickly realized the 
issue and opened up another area. 
Since it had rained, they brought 
over the heavy equipment in case the 
crews got stuck. Soon all zones were 
released and the sky began to fill up 
with balloons. Winds for most of 
the morning were light and variable, 
one to two knots at the most. After 
about 40 minutes, the winds picked 
up a little and the balloons finally 
cleared the airport. This was good 
news and bad news. There was a line 
that the pilots could not cross due to 
the TFR. Most of the balloons were 
drifting in that direction. Everyone 
was able to land before the line, but 
it took some work between pilots 
and crew to identify the forbidden 
zone. 

Saturday night the winds were 

perfect. Quick inflations and quick 
screenings led to everyone having 
great flights. The field had dried out 
giving everyone a lot more room 
to get inflated quickly and exit the 
field. 

Sunday morning was once again 
greeted with light and variable 
winds. All pilots were able to fly 
and have great flights and happy 
passengers. 

Sunday evening was the final 
flight of the festival. We were told 
at the beginning that Marine One 
would be wheels up at 5:59 pm. If 
it went as planned, no screenings 
would be necessary. The briefing 
started and after a few minutes, 
the lady from the Secret Service 
announced the POTUS was airborne 
and the TFR had been lifted. The 
room erupted in cheers. The final 
flight on Sunday evening was the 
best night for the spectators since all 
the balloons went up at nearly the 
same time in a mass ascension. 

Quick Chek NJ Rally
continued from page 4

Cory and Angela Miller posed for a selfie while 
attending the New Jersey rally.

Photos by Cory Miller.
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More Photos of The Quick Chek New Jersey Festival of Balloons
by Cory Miller
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It’s the time of year when flying 
in Oregon’s Willamette Valley is 
very easy. There are huge, recently 
harvested fields to use as landing 
sites. Yes, there are more and more 
fields planted in blueberry bushes 
and hazelnut trees, but there are still 
a lot of hay and grass seed fields. 
That is especially true in the Albany 
area.

The weather has been 
cooperating, so several pilots have 
taken advantage of this opportunity. 
It makes up for the months of soggy 
weather in the winter and the months 
of extremely limited landing sites 
during April, May and June.

Tim and I ventured down to 
Albany on August 5. We were the 
last balloon to arrive on the field. 
The other five were already setting 
up. Our passengers were a little late 
and a few of our crew members were 
also late. That meant we were the 
last one off the field. It didn’t matter. 
Tim soon caught up with the others.

Our passengers were Tim’s 
cousin and his wife. They live in 
Idaho Falls, so we don’t see them 
very often. The last time we gave 
them a ride was the day Mt. St. 
Helens erupted in 1980! Obviously, 
it was time to take them up for 
another ride.

They got a good one. The winds 
were light and variable. Rarely do 
the winds take the balloons north 
out of Timber Linn Park, but that’s 
what happened on Sunday. Tim 
and Marianne LeDoux landed in 
the same field. It was a very large 
harvested hay field. 

After packing up, most of the 
balloonists headed back to the park 
for a tailgate party. Days like this 
remind me why I like this sport so 
much.

The Fields Are Open!
by Shari Gale

Chris Whitfield went in for a splash ‘n’ dash in 
the lake at Timber Linn Park. Photo by Amber 
Fredrick.

Here’s a different view of the splash ‘n’ dash. 
Photo by Carrie Thacker. 
For that matter, Carrie took all the other photos 
on this page. 
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The Balloon Federation is 
proud to announce The Balloon 
Event Symposium to be held in 
Plano, Texas at the Hilton Dallas/
Plano Granite Park the weekend of 
January 11-13, 2019. This first of 
its kind conference is designed to 
educate balloon event officials and 
organizers and sponsors alike on the 
various aspects of running a safe and 
successful hot air balloon event. 

The Mission of the Symposium 
is to bring together all parties in-
terested in hot air  balloon events 
including  event officials AND or-
ganizations who host  or may  be  
interested in hosting a balloon event, 
and pilots interested in learning 
more about event safety. The Sym-
posium is designed to promote a free 
exchange of ideas in a social gather-
ing that will feature two distinct but 
intertwined tracks: Balloon Event 
Organizers education and Officials 
training. 

For those wishing to hone their 
skills for competitive and non-com-
petitive events the Symposium will 
offer specialized interactive training 
for Competition Directors, Weather 
Officers, Safety Officers, Scoring Of-
ficers and Chief Measurers. The pre-
senters are officials with years of ex-
perience at the local, regional, national 
and international levels who will share 
their collective skills with the attendees 
on topics such as:
•	 Role-playing and case studies built  
 around officials working together  
 for ask planning and go/no- go  
 decisions
•	 The critical role of up to the  
 minute weather conditions
•	 Back room technology
•	 Fundamental principles of   
 scoring
•	 Use of GPS loggers and practical  
 experience in the use of the BFA  
 Scoring Programs 

Event Organizers will be of-
fered presentations from directors 
of long-standing successful bal-
loon events: Albuquerque Interna-
tional Balloon Fiesta, Great Texas 
Balloon Race, Plano Balloon 
Festival who will provide insight 
and practical solutions on how to 
start or enhance an existing hot air 
balloon event. Topics include the 
following:
•	 How to use hot air balloons to  
 grow your existing event
•	 Determining what type of  
 event you wish to be: Fiesta,  
 Ride, Competition or hybrid
•	 Selecting the right team: where  
 do I start and what am I looking  
 for? 
•	 What kind of ‘balloon’ staff do  
 I need?
•	 Financial and budget consider 
 ations: average cost per balloon,  
 use of gate proceeds or parking  
 to meet budget, sponsors, fund  
 raising & grant writing, 
•	 Sponsor, vendor and crowd  
 management
•	 Working with community  
 emergency and safety services
•	 Auxiliary entertainment – how  
 much is too much?
•	 Volunteer and manpower needs  
 and recruitment
•	 Logistics and infrastructure,  
 field size
•	 Historical weather analysis and  
 when should I hold my event

We invite you, the organiz-
ers, pilots, community leaders and 
future balloon enthusiasts to join 
us in Plano.  The Hilton is a 4-star 
hotel and convention center located 
a convenient 24-minute drive from 
either Dallas Forth Worth (DFW) 
or Dallas Love Field (DAL) airport. 
The site was selected for its easily 
accessible hub airport, warm winter 

climate and an active local balloon-
ing community.

Contact us at Balloon Federa-
tion of America PO Box 400, Indi-
anola, Iowa, 50125, (515) 961-8809 
bfaoffice@bfa.net or register on 
the web at bfa.net or https://bfa.
net/symposium/59n the web: www.
bfa.net or at ballooneventsympo-
sium.com 

The First Balloon Event Symposium
January 11-13, 2019 • Plano, Texas

It’s Time
Nominations for the 
Executive Committe Are 
Now Open. 

Do you want to step 
forward to help run WAS? 
Is there someone else 
you’d like to nominate?

Now is the time 
to do it.

It’s also time to...

make nominations for 
Aeronaut of the Year and 
Crew Member of the Year
	
	
Send	your	nominations	by	e-mail	
to	Dale	Justice	at:
Outerlimits41@aol.com

mailto:bfaoffice@bfa.net
https://bfa.net/symposium/
https://bfa.net/symposium/
http://www.bfa.net/
http://www.bfa.net/
mailto:Outerlimits41@aol.com


AeroStats	 September	2018	•	Volume	20,	Number	9	 Page	9

WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail	and	the	website.	We	recognize	and	respect	our	
member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	other	members,	please	
indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	might	be	shared	with	
other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Carrie Thacker and Chris Whitfield lift off right before Mark Trujillo was ready to follow them 
as they flew out of Timber Linn Park in Albany.…  Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society

mailto:sharigaleOR@gmail.com
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