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See you out on a 
launch field this summer 

The next WAS meeting 
will be held 

October 12 
at 1:00 pmBy any measure 

joining the 
Willamette 
Aerostat Society 
is a good deal!
WAS membership is 
inexpensive and you 
will be supporting your 
local hot air ballooning 
community. It’s a good 
deal all the way around.

You will find an 
application at the end of 
this newsletter. There is 
also one on our website. 
Just print out the form, 
and send it along with 
your check to our 
dedicated club treasurer, 
Dale Justice.

Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd Street, Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Event information in this newsletter is not to be considered as an endorsement by WAS, its officers, or its members.

Happenings
in the Pacific Northwest and beyond

August 23-25, 2019
Northwest Art & Air Festival
Albany,	OR
http://nwartandair.org

August 28-Sept 1, 2019
Spirit of Boise Balloon Classic
Boise,	Idaho
https://spiritofboise.com

September 6-8, 2019
The Great Reno Balloon Race
Reno,	NV
For	more	information:	
http://www.renoballoon.com

September 13-15, 2019
Alturas Balloon Fest
Alturas,	CA
Contact:	Jeff	Haliczer

September 27-29, 2019
The Great Prosser Balloon Rally
Prosser,	WA
For	more	information:	
http://www.prosserballoonrally.org

October 5-13, 2019
Albuquerque Int’l Balloon Fiesta
Albuquerque,	New	Mexico
https://www.balloonfiesta.com

October 16-20, 2019
Walla Walla Balloon Stampede
Walla	Walla,	WA
For	more	information:
https://
wallawallaballoonstampede.com

For the past thirty-nine years, 
I’ve been using a fan with the 
propeller directly coupled to the 
engine. The first engine had a very 
tight fit on the steel keyed hub. 
When I decided to upgrade to a 
more modern engine, I used the 
same hub and key and all seemed 
good for the first year. This year, I 
noticed some roughness and odd 
vibration. No matter, it still worked 
well moving air into the envelope. 
This last inflation, my crew chief, 
dear Shari, noticed it as well. The 
issue had worsened. I pulled the hub 
off the engine shaft and found some 
torsional looseness in the process. 
Since the engine flywheel is really 
the prop, looseness allows a lot 
of shock to develop on the engine 
shaft (not good). Once the hub was 
pulled from the shaft, the key, that 
little piece of square steel (picture 
ablove), had significant wear along 
two edges. That’s the same little 
piece that had been in place for 39 

years. The set screws bearing on it 
were beat up as well. 

Re-assembly has new parts and a 
tight fit, along with loc-tite® to hold 
things in place a bit better. 

Moral of the story: Once a fan 
hub assembly is apart, replace parts 
even if they appear okay. The cost 
is minimal and certainly a lot less 
expensive than a prop and engine. 

Fan Maintenance: “Key” Issues
by Tim Gale

Upon close inspection of the hub Tim found 
damage to the key. The scoring on the metal key 
is visible in the photo berlow.

After the fan started making funny noises, Tim 
closely inspected it. 
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The Tigard Festival of Balloons 
started out as an extension of the 
Portland Rose Festival. It was 
known as the PSA Willamette 
Savings Balloon Classic. Believe it 
or not, they had the balloons launch 
from Delta Park in North Portland 
which lies under the Portland 
International Airport approach. That 
was the official launch site for at 
least two years.  

After Delta Park the event 
moved to Sunset High School in 
Beaverton. I can’t remember if the 
event lasted one or two years in that 
location. Next up was Fanno Creek 
Park in Tigard. This was back in the 
days before Washington Square Mall 
was up and running. There again, 
this location lasted only a couple 
of years mostly because available 
landing sites became hard to find. 

Adapting and Surviving for 35 Years —
The Tigard Festival of Balloons
by Shari Gale

Finally, the rally moved to 
Tigard’s Cook Park. This turned out 
to be a much better location. From 
Cook Park there are only two “no-
go” directions of flight. Plus, the 
launch site is down in the Tualatin 
River’s flood plain, so there is a 
natural wind break. 

The people in Tigard teamed 
up to keep the event going after the 
Portland Rose Festival organization 
lost interest. The rally draws much 
bigger crowds and is much more 
successful now. It has become a 
major fundraiser for several Tigard 
area charities.

When you factor in all the 
changes of location and rally names 
this event has been part of the 
ballooning scene for 35 years. 

The weather in early June in 
Oregon is often not balloon friendly. 
This year worked out better than 
in recent years. Yes, Thursday’s 
media flight was cancelled the night 
before. Who wants to fly in the 
rain? Friday, the conditions were 
good for flying, except for the wind 
direction. Heading to Lake Oswego 
and Portland was not a good choice, 
and the cloud cover prevented 
getting up to a high enough altitude 

to find a wind going in the right 
direction. So instead of free flight, 
almost everyone took their balloons 
out for a static display. Many of the 
pilots let kids fire up the burner. The 
look of delight on their faces was 
priceless. 

Thankfully, Friday night’s glow 
was successful. The wind had been 
blowing vigorously, but died down 
just at sunset. There was a large 
crowd, so the organizers were quite 
pleased Mother Nature decided to let 
us show our “stuff.”

Saturday morning was perfect. 
Everyone who was scheduled to free 
fly did, and the four balloons who 
were set to give tethered rides were 
able to do so for an extended period. 
The winds started to pick up just as 
the fuel was starting to run out. 

Saturday night’s glow was not 
as successful. The winds did not 
cooperate at all. There again, the 
pilots who were scheduled to glow 
set up their baskets, and let the 
kids have a chance to operate the 
burner. This, also, gave the adults 
a chance to ask questions. The 
organizers received a lot of positive 
feedback even though the envelopes 

Photo by Michael Hebda

Continued on page 5

Times do change: A proposal 
today to the FAA to fly so close 
to PDX would instantaneously 
be laughed off. Also, both 
Pacific Southwest Airlines and 
Willamette Savings are no longer 
in business.
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stayed packed up. Considering 
the spectators have to pay to park 
and pay to enter the field, that is 
amazing. The ballooning community 
needs to take a bow for turning what 
could have been a public relations 
negative to a positive.

Sunday morning Mother Nature, 
once again, gave us a little, but not 
enough. The weather just wasn’t 
good enough for either free flight 
or tethered rides. Chris Whitfield 
inflated his balloon in the tether area 
to check the conditions. Once he 
rose above the sheltering trees on the 
ridge he quickly decided it was not a 
day to give rides. The only balloons 
in the launch field to stand up were 
Darren Kling in the ReMax balloon 
and Gary Moore in Owlbert. They 
did a static display to the delight of 
the spectators. 

Even though only two balloons 
inflated, a good time was the order 
of the day. As always, everyone was 
comparing calendars to see when 
their paths would cross again during 
the ballooning season. It’s always 
fun to have a little extra to look 
forward to in upcoming rallies. 
 

Tigard Rally
Continued from page 4

Dale Justice chose to wear ALL his Tigard 
Festival of Balloons ID badges at check-in. He’s 
been a participant for a lot of years! Kearney Davis reacting to the cheering crowd 

during Saturday morning’s launch. 

She’s Cheryl Isaacs crew chief and she comes 
prepared for rally noise.

Getting a chance to operate a balloon burner 
made this boy’s day. 

Carmen Blakely was one of four pilots who gave 
free tethered rides. Michael Hebda offered his 
balloon to her to use during the rally. Saturday 
morning Carmen took up over 130 people. 
The other balloons took up about the same 
number, yet there were still people on the ground 
waiting to go up when the balloons had to end 
operations.
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Photo by Tigard Mayor Jason Snider

2019 Tigard Festival of Balloons

Owlbert Eyenstein, owned by Gary and Diana 
Moore of Lake Havasu City, AZ, was a crowd 
favorite. In the top left photo, Gary was out 
standing in his owl. (Sorry could not resist!) 
All photos, except the bottom right photo, 
were taken by Shari Gale. 



AeroStats	 August	2019	•	Volume	21,	Number	8	 Page	7

2019 Tigard Festival of Balloons
Photos by Gary & Diana Moore

Photo on the left:  The Tualatin 
River was calling to Kearney. Did 
he answer? 

Photo on the right: You might 
question your Friday night 
drinking habits when you wake 
up to a 100 foot tall owl in your 
neighborhood on Saturday 
morning.

Funniest quote of the weekend:
While packing up Owlbert 
someone asked, “Are all the vents 
open.” A crew member replied, “I 
have my hand up his nose.”

Cory Miller wore two hats during the rally. He was both the 
announcer and the Night Glow Master. He seemed to enjoy 
the responsibilities.This is a view of the tether field. If you look really close you can see the long lines of 

people hoping to go for a free ride even though one of the balloons wasn’t even inflated 
yet.
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Mary Heath spent her morning checking in people for free tether rides. 

The lines for the tether rides was long. The organizers set up a table for each 
balloon which made the process a little less stressful this year. 

Dale Justice and Alan Sanderson lifting off on Saturday morning.

Koh Murai and his granddaughter, Janna Ingram, needed to inflate Firenze after an annual 
inspection. Forrest and Katie Griggs were there to witness the process. Their discussion with Alan 
Sanderson on which repair station tangles the balloon the most was quite entertaining. 

If you look closely at this photo you can see the 
guy has a small, white, fluffy dog in a carrier as 
well as the big dog. This guy was determined to 
get a photo up inside the envelope as the burner 
was being fired. The little dog was terrified, and 
flinched each time the burner went off.  Chances 
are good there was a puddle inside that carrier by 
the end of  the morning. 

2019 Tigard Festival of Balloons
Photos by Shari Gale



AeroStats	 August	2019	•	Volume	21,	Number	8	 Page	9

North Clackamas Relay for Life
By Shari Gale

The American Cancer Society 
organizes fundraisers all over the 
nation. They are called “The Relay 
for Life.” Cancer survivors are 
honored, and those who have lost 
the battle are remembered. This year 
the Wooden Shoe Tulip Farm hosted 
a fundraiser for the North Clackamas 
area. 

The Iverson family has always 
been very generous to the ballooning 
community by opening up their farm 
for the four or five weeks the tulips 
are in bloom. When Barb Iverson 
contacted me, asking if I could find 
some balloonists to do a glow for 
The Relay for Life, I was not going 
to turn her down. However, I was 
out of state when the email came in. 
More importantly, I did not read it 
until about a week before the event. 
I really didn’t expect to be able to 
fulfill her request.

I was extremely pleased that five 
local pilots stepped up to volunteer 
their time and equipment for this 
fundraiser on very short notice. 

Carmen Blakely and Cheryl 
Isaacs both set up their baskets in 
order to allow spectators to climb 
in and operate the burners. I heard 
more than one “Wow!” when a 
youngster felt the surge of power 
through the burner handle.

Tim Gale, John Kent and Jack 
Loflin did the glow. They looked 
“awesome,” as one girl shouted from 
the top of the play structure.

Tim and I did learn something 
important. Putting up next to the 
play structure was not a good idea. 
Kids were just drawn to the balloon 
as we inflated and deflated. One very 
rambunctious little boy decided to 
run straight across our envelope as 
it was coming down. I was able to 
corral him before he took more than 
two steps. 

One thing is for sure, if we are 
asked to participate next year, we 
will definitely be back. This is an 
event we want to support. 

The flame from Cheryl Isaacs’ burner was the 
perfect addtion to a magnificent sunset. 

Grace Ingram is working on her pilot certificate 
as her senior project. The night of The Relay for 
Life she added a little more glow experience. 
It was the first time she had assembled and 
disassembled our balloon. She did a great job. 
Her grandfather, Koh Murai, has taught her 
well. 

Mother Nature showed us exactly what a glow should look like that night. 

A giant thank you 
goes	to	the	pilots	
and	crew	members	
who joined together 
to	make	this	glow	

happen!

John Kent brought out one of the Vista balloons. 
John and his wife Carrie are both survivors, as 
is Carmen Blakely. 

All photos by Shari Gale.
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given to a student from another 
part of the country. 

Please start thinking now of a 
local teen who would like to go to 
camp next year. They might just 
get a scholarship from WAS!   

High Sierra Balloon Camp 2019
Photos by Gary Moore

The BFA’s Jr. Balloonist 
program is a wonderful opportunity 
for kids 13-18 to learn a great deal 
about ballooning. This year the 
Reno camp reappeared under the 
leadership of WAS member, Karalyn 
Mumm. Other WAS members, 
Jeff Haliczer and Kearney Davis, 
were there, as commercial pilot/
instructors.

McKenna Secrist, who was a 
camper year after year, attended 
the camp again this year.  This 
time, however, she was one of the 
commercial pilots helping teach the 
kids. To say she was an inspiration 
to them is an understatement.

The weather was not too great 
the week of the camp. It was too 
windy for the Lake Tahoe flight 
(see photo above), but the camp 
organizers made the best of it. The 
same can be said of the days the 
balloons were grounded due to fog. 
Everything Mother Nature threw 
at them was used as a teachable 
moment. 

Once again, WAS sponsored 
a camper this year. There were no 
applications for any teenagers from 
this area, so our scholarship was 

The photo above shows Kearney tethering 
in the fog. They couldn’t free fly, but the kids 
could still pilot the balloon. Top right photo: 
Gary Moore and a student try flying Kay 
West’s little balloon. Second photo on right: 
Jeff Haliczer was ready to fly on the first 
day of camp with two of the students. Look 
closely at the girl on the far left. That’s Kira 
Favicchio! (She is former Idaho residents Val 
and Eric’s daughter.) Third photo on right: 
Camp Leader, Karalyn Mumm. Bottom right 
photo: McKenna Secrist. 
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More Balloon Camp Photos by Gary Moore

These photos were all taken on flights originating in Prosser, California. The lake is a great backdrop.

The campers took a field trip to the repair station operated by Forrest and Katie Griggs. The kids 
learned a lot about balloon design, maintenance and repairs.

Thanks 
Gary!

Gary Moore always 
allows me to use 
his photos. His 
contribution to 

this issue of the 
newsletter was 

especially helpful.

August 4th
is National
Friendship 

Day!
Celebrate

by joining your 
local balloon 

club!
Becoming part of 
WAS is a great 

way to nurture new 
friendships and 

strengthen those 
which are on-going.

There’s an application 
on the next page!



AeroStats	 August	2019	•	Volume	21,	Number	8	 Page	12

WAS Membership Application

Please use a 2nd page if there are two pilots in 
the family, or if you have family members with 
additional information such as cell phone # 
and/or BFA #’s. 

Name:
             ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew			❏	Interested	in	hot	air	ballooning
Birthday:		Month																	Day
Address:
City:		 	 State:			 Zip:
Date	Submitted:	 	 	 	
Home	Phone	#:		(						)
Cell	Phone	#:		(						)
E-Mail	Address:																																																	@
BFA	Membership	#:

Pilot/Crew Achievement Awards
BFA	Crew	Level:	 BFA	Pilot	Level:
FAA	Wings	Level:	 Other:

Family Member Information
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew		
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	
Name:																																			 ❏	Pilot			❏	Crew	

Membership Type
❏  Charter	($20)					❏  Single	or	Family	($20)					❏  Newsletter	Only	($10	outside	Oregon	&	SW	Washington)    

Membership
The	Willamette	Aerostat	Society	communicates	via	e-mail,	the	WAS	Facebook	page	and	the	website.	We	
recognize	and	respect	our	member’s	privacy.	If	you	do	not	wish	personal	information	about	you	shared	with	
other	members,	please	indicate	below.	Your	personal	information	will	never	be	published	on	our	website.	It	
might	be	shared	with	other	club	members	if	a	request	is	made	unless	you	prefer	to	opt	out.	

❑	Do Not	share	name
❑	Do Not	share	address
❑	Do Not	share	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	cell	phone	number
❑	Do Not	share	e-mail

Mail completed form with fees to:
Willamette Aerostat Society
c/o Dale Justice
2902 E. 2nd St. Unit 76
Newberg, OR  97132
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Waiver

AeroStats is a monthly 
publication 

of the 
Willamette Aerostat Society.

WAS welcomes you to reprint 
material from this newsletter 

by individuals or 
balloon club organizations 

for their personal 
or organization use. 

We ask that you credit WAS, 
AeroStats and the author 

in any reuse of newsletter material.

Commercial use of material 
(articles or images) 

for any reason is prohibited 
without the express 

written consent 
from the 

Willamette Aerostat Society.

Material to be considered for 
publication should be 

mailed or e-mailed to the 
Newsletter Editor at 

sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Publication deadline 
is the 2nd Saturday of each month.

AeroStats reserves the right 
to deny publication 

of submitted material 
for any reason.

Material published in AeroStats 
does not imply endorsement 

by WAS, its officers, 
newsletter editor, or its members 

of an event. 
Nor does it imply agreement with 

opinions, comments, or endorsement 
of any product. 

To obtain Member Contact information, 
send an e-mail to the Secretary/Treasurer. 

For Privacy reasons, AeroStats will not publish member
contact information without their express permission.

Contact and Submissions
Submissions of articles and photographs are encouraged and welcome! The editorial staff re-
serves the right to determine the suitability of a submission for inclusion in the newsletter.

Please email your pictures, articles, and comments to: 
sharigaleOR@gmail.com

Advertising Policy
Club member’s ballooning related or event information is published on a 

space available basis at no charge. 
Business Advertising by Club members is considered Commercial Advertising, 

subject to fees shown below.
Material must be submitted in computer word processing format 

with pictures in JPG format.

AeroStats reserves the right to decline publishing submitted information.

Commercial Advertisement Space Rates
 Full Page — $30        1/2 Page — $20
 1/4 Page — $15       Business Card — $10
Ads will be published for 3 consecutive months, or until withdrawn, for the fee shown above.

The publishing of advertising in AeroStats does not imply 
an endorsement of the ad or its contents.  

Text and images will be printed as submitted by advertisers.

Front Cover Photo: 
Owlbert, piloted by Gary Moore, played hide and seek during the Tigard Festival of Balloons. 
Photo by Shari Gale.

Willamette Aerostat Society Mission Statement

  To promote the sport of Hot Air Ballooning
  To educate new balloonists and the public
 To embody safety in all aspects of Ballooning
 To do all we can to support and encourage land owner relations
 To support our fellow balloonists and crews personally and in our sport

Willamette Aerostat Society


